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BOOK IV. 
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?. 

npWENTY-six years had elapfed fince Colum- 
bus conduced the people of Europe to the 
New World. During that period the Spaniards £ h £J££ 
had made great progrefs in exploring its various 
regions. They had vifited all the iflands feat- 
tqred in different clufters through that part of 
tKe ocean which flows in between North and 
South America. They had failed along the 
eaftern coaft of the continent from the river De 
la Plata to the bottom of the Mexican gulf, and 
had found that it ftretched without interruption 
through this vaft portion' of the globe. They 
had difcovered the great Southern Ocean, which 
opened new profpefts in that quarter. They 
had acquired fome knowledge of the coaft of 
Florida, which led them to obferve the conti- 
nent as it extended in an oppofite direftionj 
vol. ii. b and 
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book and though they pufhed their difcoveries no 
x -/-._! farther towards the north, other nations had 
vifited thofe parts which they neglefted. The 
Englifh, in a voyage, the motives and fuccefs of 
which fhall be related in another part of this 
Hiftory, had failed along the coaft of America 
from Labrador to the confines of Florida ; and 
the Portuguefe, in queft of a lhorter paffage to 
the Eaft Indies, had ventured into the northern 
feas, and viewed the fame regions \ Thus, at 
the period where I have chofen to take a view 
of the ftate of the New World, its extent was 
known almofl from its northern extremity to 
thirty-five degrees fouth of the equator. The 
countries which ftretch from thence to the' 
fouthern boundary of America, the great em- 
pire of Peru, and the interior ftate of the ex- 
tenfive dominions fubjett to the Sovereigns pf 
Mexico* were ftill undifcovered. 

The vaft When we contemplate the New World, the 

th^New firft circumftance that ftrikes us is its immenfe 
extent. It was not a fmall portion of the earth, 
fo inconfiderable that it might have efcaped the 
obfervation or refearch of former ages, which 

Columbus discovered. He made knoton a new 

« 

hemifphere, larger than either Europe, or Afia, 

a Hcrrera, dect. lib. vi. c. 16. 

or 



World. 



V 



History of America. 3 

or Africa, the three noted divifions of the an- book 

IV. 

cient continent, and not much inferior in di- 
menfions to a third part of the habitable globe. 

America is remarkable not only for its 
magnitude, but for its pofition. It ftretches 
from the northern polar circle to a high fouth- 
ern latitude, above fifteen hundred miles beyond 
the fartheft extremity of the old continent on 
that fide of the line. A cotmtry of fuch extent 
paffes through all the climates capable of. be- 
coming the habitation of man, and fit for yield- 
ing the various produftions peculiar either to 
the temperate or to the torrid regions of the 
earth* 



Next to the extent of the New World, the Grand ob- 

lefts it 

grandeur of the objefts which it prefents to view prefrnt* to 
is moft apt to ftrike the eye of an obferver. 
Nature feems here to have carried on her q^e- 
rations upon a larger fcale, and with a bolder 
hand, and to have diftinguiflied the features of 
this country by a peculiar magnificence. The Jt ? moun - 
mountains of America are much fuperior in 
height to thofe in the other divifions of the 
globe. Even the plain of Quito, which may be 
corifidered as the bafe of the Andes, is elevated 
farther above the fea than the top of the Pyre- 
nees. This ft upendous ridge of the Andes, no lefs 
Remarkable for extent than elevation, rifes in 

b 2 different 
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book different places more than one third above the 



IV. 



Pike of Teneriffe, the higheft land in the ancient 
hemifphere. The Andes may literally be faid 
to hide their heads in the clouds ; the ftorms 
often roll, and the thunder burfts below their 
fummits, which, though expofed to the rays of 
the fun in the center of the torrid zone, are 
covered with everlafting fnows \ 

rivers, From thefe lofty mountains defcend rivers, 

proportionably large, with which the ftreams in 
the ancient continent are not to be compared, 
cither for length of courfe, or the vaft body of 
water which they roll towards the ocean. The 
Maragnon, the Orinoco, the Plata in South 
America, the Miflifippi and St. Laurence in 
North America, flow in fuch fpacious channels, 
that, long before they feel the influence of the 
. tide, they refemble arms of the fea rather thaa 
.gofers of frefh water c . 

lake*. The lakes of the New World are no lefs 

confpicuous for grandeur than its mountains 
and rivers. There is nothing in other parts of 
the globe which refembles the prodigious chain 
of lakes in North America. They may properly 
be termed inland feas of frefli water ; and even 
thofe of the fecond or third clafs in magnitude, 

» Se« NOTE I. « S<e NOTE II, 

are 
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are of larger circuit (the Cafpian fea excepted) ^ook 
than the greateft lake of the ancient continent* w V "^ 

The New World it -of a form extremely fa- Its {ox ™ fa - 

J vourable to 

vourable to commercial intercourfe. When a commerce, 
continent is formed, like Africa, of one vaft 
folid mafs, unbroken by arms of the fea pene- 
trating into its interior parts, with few large 
rivers, and thofe at a confiderable diftance from 
each other, the greater part of it feems deftined 
to remain for ever uncivilized, and to be de- 
barred from any aftive or enlarged communi- 
cation with the reft of mankind. When, like 
Europe, a continent is opened by inlets of the 
ocean of great extent, fuch as the Mediterranean 
and Baltic; or when, like Afia, its coaft is 
broken by deep bays advancing far into the 
country, fuch as the Black Sea, the gulfs of 
Arabia, of Perfia, of Bengal, of Siam, and of 
Leotang; when the futtounding feas are filled 
with large and fertile iflands, and the continent 
itfelf watered with a variety of navigable rivers, 
thofe regions may be faid to poflefs whatever 
can facilitate the progrefs of their inhabitants in 
commerce and improvement. In all thefe re- 
Tpe&s America may bear a comparifon with 
the other quarters of the globe. The gulf of 
Mexico, which flows in between North and 
South America, may be confidered as ^ Medi- 
* . ' b 3 terranean 
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book terranean fea, which opens a maritime com- 
merce with all the fertile countries by which it 
is encircled. The iflands (battered in it are infe- 
rior only to thofe in the Indian Archipelago, in 
number, in magnitude, and in value. As we 
ftretch along the northern divifion of the Ame- 
rican hemifphere, the Bay of Chefapeak' pre- 
sents a fpacious inlet, which condufts the navi- 
gator far into the interior parts of provinces no 
lefs fertile than extenfive ; and if ever the pro- 
grefs of culture and population (hall mitigate the 
extreme rigour of the climate in the more 
nprthern diftri&s of America, Hudfon's Bay 
may become as fubfervient to commercial inter- 
courfe in that quarter of the globe, as the Baltic 
is in Europe. The other great portion of the 
New World is encompaffed on every fide by the 
fea, except one narrow neck, which feparates 
the Atlantic from the Pacific Ocean ; and though 
it be not opened by fpacious bays or arms of the 
(ea^its interior parts are rendered accefiible by 
a dumber of large rivers, fed by fo many aux- 
iliary dreams, flowing in fuch various dire&ions, 
that, almofl without any aid from the hand of 
induftry and art, an inland navigation may be 
carried, on through all the provinces from the 
river De la Plata to the gulf of Paria. Nor is 
this bounty of Nature confined to the fouthern 
ftiyifiQft of America ; its nprtforn continent 
. .. abounds 
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abounds no lefs in rivers which are navigable book. 
almoft to their fources, and by its immenfe chain w - v » .-* 
of lakes provifion is made for an inland commu- 
nication, more extenfive and commodious than 
in any quarter of the globe. The countries 
ftretching from the gulf of Darien on one fide, 
to that of California on the other, which form t 

the chain that binds the two parts of the Ame- 
rican continent together, are not deftitute of 
peculiar advantages. Their, coaft on* one fide 
is waflied by the Atlantic Ocean, on the other 
by the Pacific. Some of their rivers v flow into 
the former, . fome into the latter, and fecure to 
them all the commercial benefits that may refult 
from a communication with both. 

But what "mod diftinauifhes America from T * m ?f n - 
other parts of the earth, is the peculiar temper- cHmate. 
ature of its climate, and the different laws to 
which it is fubjeft with refpeft to the diftribution 
of heat and cold. We cannot determine^ with 
precifion the portion of heat felt in any^atft of 
the globe, merely by meafuring its diftance from 
the equator. The climate of a country is affefted, 
in fome degree, by its elevation above the fea, 
by the extent of continent, by the nature of the 
foil, the height of adjacent mountains, and 
many other ciTcumftances. The influence of 
thefe, however, is, from various caufes, lefs 
'•'< -' B4 confider- 
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c&nfiderable in the greater part of the ancient 
continent ; and from knowing the pofition of 
any country there, we can pronounce with 
greater certainty, what will be the warmth of 
its climate, and the nature of its produttions. 

Predomi- The maxims which are founded upon ob- 
cow? ° fertatibn of our hemifphere will not apply to 
"the other. In the New World, cold predomi- 
Hates, The rigour of the frigid zone extends 
over half of thofe regions, which fliould be tern- 
perate by their pofition. . Countries where the 
grape and the fig fhould ripen, ar6 buried under 
fnow one half of the year ; and lands fituated 
in the fame parallel with the moft fertile and 
beft cultivated provinces in Europe, are chilled 
with "perpetual frofts, which almoft deftrdy the 
power of vegetation d . As we advance to thofe 
parts of America which lie in the fame parallel 
with provinces of Afia and Africa, blefled with 
an uhiform enjoyment of fuch genial warmth 
as is ihoft friendly to life and to vegetation, the 
dominion of cold continues to be felt, and 
winter reigns, though during a fhort period, 
with extreme feverity. If we proceed along the 
American continent into the torrid &o&e, we 
(hall find the cold prevalent in the New Worid 

- \ « Sfcc NOTE IIL 
•■■•■■• * ■ extending 
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extending itfelf alfo to this region of the globe, b o k 
and mitigating the excefs of its fervour. While i— i.yi.u 
the negro on the coaft of Africa is fcorched with 
unremitting heat, the inhabitant of Peru breathes 
an air equally mild and temperate, and is per- 
petually fhaded under a canopy of grey clouds, 
which intercepts the fierce beams of the fun, 
without obftru&ing his friendly influence** 
Along the eaftern coaft of America, the climate* 
though more fimilar to that of the torrid zone 
in other parts of the earth, is neverthelefs con* 
fiderably milder than in thofe countries of A(& 
and Africa which lie in the fame latitude. If 
from the fouthern tropic we continue our pro- 
gress to the extremity of the American conti* 
nent, we meet with frozen feas, and countries 
horrid, barren, and fcarcely habitable for cold, 
much fooner than in the north f . 

Various caufes combine in rendering the caufesof 

° tkis. 

climate of America fo extremely different from 
that of the ancient continent. Though the 
utmoft extent of America towards the north 
be not yet difcovered, we know that it advances 

* Voyage de Ulloa, torn. i. p. 453. Anfon's Voyage 
p. 184/ 

f Anfon'6 Voyage, p. 74 ; and Voyage de Quiros, chez 
Hid. de Gen. des Voyages, torn. xiv. p. 83. Richard 
Hift. Natur. de PAir, ii. 305, &c. 

much 
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book much nearer to the pole than either Europe or 
Afia. Both thefe have large feas to the north, 
which are open during part of the year ; and 
even when covered with ice, the wind that 
blows over them is lefs intenfely cold th$n that 
• which blows over land in the fame high lati* 
. tudes. But in America the land ftretches from 
: :the. river St. Laurence towards the pole, and 
- ; fpareads out immenfely to the Weft. A chain 
r. of enormous mountains, covered with fnow and 
ice, runs through all this dreary region. The 
wind* in palling over fuch an extent of high and 
frozen land, becomes fo impregnated with cold, 
,that it acquires a piercing keennefs, which it 
retains in its progrefs through warmer climates, 
and is not entirely mitigated until it reach the 
Gulf of Mexico. Over all the continent of 
North America, a north-wefterly wind and ex- 
'. oeffive cold are fynonymous terms. Even in 
the mod fultry weather, the moment that the 
wind veers to that quarter, its penetrating in- 
JJuence is felt in a tranfition from heat to cold, 
, no lefs violent than fudden. To this powerful 
caufe we may afcribe the extraordinary domi- 
. nion of cold, and its violent inroads into the 
fbuthern provinces in that part of the globe 1 . 

* Charlevoix Hid. deNov. Fr. iiu 165. Hift. generate 
Voyagei, torn; xv. 215, ' #c. • * • • 

OTH£R 
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Other caufes, no lefs remarkable, dimlnifh *°° K 
the aftive power of heat in thofe parts of the 
American continent which lie between, the tn> 
pics. In all that portion of the globe, the wind 
blows in an invariable dire&ion from eaft to 
weft. As this wind holds its courfe acroft the 
ancient continent, it arrives at the countries 
which ftretch along the weftern fhores of Africa, 
inflamed with all the fiery particles which it 
hath collected from the fuitry plains of Afia, 
and the burning lands in the African deferts. 
The coaft of Africa is, accordingly, the region 
of the earth which feels the moft fervent heat* 
and is expofed to the unmitigated ardour of the 
torrid zone. But this fame wind which brings 
fuch an acceflion of warmth to the countries 
lying between the river of Senegal and Cafraria, 
traverfes the Atlantic Ocean, before it reaches 
the American Ihore. It is cooled in its paflage 
over this vaft body of water, and is felt as a 
jrefreftring gale along the coaft of Brafil \ and 
Quiana, rendering -thefe countries, though 
among the warmeft in America, temperate, 
when compared with thofe which lie oppofite 
to them in Africa 4 , As this wind advances in 
its courfe acrofs America, it meets with immenfe 
plains, covered with impenetrable forefts, or oc- 

J» See NOTE IV, * See NOTE V, 

cupied 
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book cupied by large rivers, marfhes, and ftagnating 
waters, where it can recover no confiderable 
degree of heat. At length it arrives at the 
•Andes, which run from north to fouth through 
the whole continent. In pafling over their 
elevated and frozen fummits, it is fo thoroughly 
cooled, that the greater part of the countries 
beyond them hardly feel the ardour to which 
they feem expofed by their fituation k . In thfe 
ether provinces of America, from Tierra Ferme 
weftward to the Mexican empire, the heat of 
the climate is tempered, in fome places, by the 
elevation of the land above the fea, in others, 
by their extraordinary humidity, and in all, by 
the enormous mountains fcattered over this 
traft. The iflands of America in the Torrid 
•Zone are either fmall or mountainous, 1 and 
are fanned alternately by refrefhing fea and 
land breezes. 

The caufes of the extraordinary cold towards 
the fouthern limits of America, and in the feas 
Jbeyond it, cannot be afcertained in a manner 
equally fatisfying. It was long fuppofed that a 
vaft continent, diftinguiflied by the name of 
Terra Aujiralis Incognita, lay between the fotith- 

' k Acofta Hift. Nov! Orbis, lib. ii. c. II. Buffon Hift. 
Naturdle, &c. torn. ii. 512, &c. *ii. 107, &c. Oiborn's 
Colleft. of Voyages, ii. p. 868. 

2 ern 
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crn extremity of America and the Antar&ic 
pole. The fame principles which account for 
the extraordinary degree of cold in the northern 
regions of America, were employed in order to 
explain that which is felt at ,Cape Horn and the 
adjacent countries* The immenfe extent of the 
fouthern continent, and the large rivers whicfi 
it poured into the ocean, were mentioned aQd 
admitted by philofophers as caufes fufficient to 
occafion the unufual fenfation of cold, and the 
dill more uncommon appearances of frozen feas 
in that region of the globe. But the imaginary 
continent to which fuch influence was afcribed, 
having been fearched for in vain, and the fpace 
which it was fuppofed to occupy having been 
found to be an open fea,' new conjeftures muft 
be formed with refpeft to the caufes of a tem- 
perature of climate, fo extremely different 
from that which we experience in countries 
removed at the fame diftance from the oppofite 
pole \ 

After contemplating thofe permanent and Condition 
charaderiftic qualities of the American cpnti- difcovwed. 
nent, which arife from the peculiarity of ijts 
fituation, and the difpofition of its parts, the 
next objeft that merits attention is its condition 

» See NOTE VI. 

when 
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^hen firft difcovefed, as far as that depended 
upon the induftry and operations of man. The 
effe&s. of human ingenuity and labour are mort 
extenfive and confiderable, than even our own 
Vtaity is apt at firft to imagine; When we 
fttrvey the face of the habitable globe, no fmalt 
part of that fertility and beauty which we afcribe 
t6the hand of nature, is the work of fnan* 
His efforts, when continued through a fueceffion 
of ages, change the appearance and improve 
the qualities of the earth. As a great part of 
the ancient continent has long been occupied by 
nations fat advanced in arts and induftry, our 
eye is accuftomed to view the earth in that form 
which it aflumes when rendered fit to be the 
refidence of a numerous race of men, and to 
fupply them with nourifhment. 

Rude and g UT ; n the New World, the ftate of mankind 

unculti- 

fated. was ruder, and the aipecc of nature extremely 

different. Throughout all its vaft regions, 
there were only two monarchies remarkable for 
extent of territory, or diftinguifhed by any 
progrefs in improvement. The reft of this 
continent was poffeffed by fmall independent 
tribes, deftitute of arts and induftry, and neither 
capable to correft the defefts, nor defirous to 
meliorate the condition of that part of the earth 
allotted to them for their habitation. Countries, 

occupied 
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book and horrid* There the forefts, though a<^t en- 
cumbered with the fame exuberance of vegeta- 
tion > are of immenfe extent ; prodigious marfhes 
overfpread the plains, and few marks appear of 
human activity in any attempt to cultivate or 
embellifh the earth. No wonder that the colo- 
nies fent from Europe were aftonifhed at their 
firft entrance into the New World. It appeared, 
to them wafte, folitary, and uninviting. Whea 
the Englifh began to fettle in America, they- 
termed the countries of which they took pof- 
fefiion, The Wildernefs. Nothing but their 
eager expectation of finding mines of gold, 
could have induced the Spaniards to penetrate 
through the woods and marfhes of America, 
where, at every ftep, they obferved the extreme- 
difference between the uncultivated face of Na- 
ture, and that which it acquires under the form- 
ing hand of induftry and art m . 



fon.e. 



rnwhoie- The labour and operations of man not only 
improve and embellifh the earth, but render it 
more wholefome and friendly to life. When 
any. region lies neglected and deftitute of cul- 
tivation, the air ftagnates in the woods, putrid 
exhalations arife from the waters j the furface 
of the earth, loaded with rank vegetation, feels 

™ Sec NOTE VII. 

not 
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ti&t the purifying influence of the fun or of the * op k 
wind ; the malignity of the diftempers natural 
to the climate increafes, and new maladies no 
lefs noxious are engendered. Accordingly, all 
the provinces of America, when firft difcoVered, 
were found to be remarkably unhealthy. This 
the Spaniards experienced in every expedition 
into the New World, whether deflined for con- 
queft or fettlement. Though by the natural 
constitution of thlir bodies, their habitual tem- 
perance, and the perfevering vigour of their 
minds, they were as much formed as any people 
in Europe for aftive fervice in a fultry climate, 
they felt feverely the fatal and pernicious quali* 
ties of thofe uncultivated regions through which 
they marched, or where they endeavoured tp 
plant colonies. Great numbers were cut off by 
the unknown and violent difeafes with which 
they were infe&ed. Such as furvivecl the de- 
flruftive rage of thofe maladies, were not ex- 
empted, from the noxious influence of the cli- 
mate* They returned to Europe, according to 
the defcription of the early Spanilh hiftorians, 
feeble, emaciated, with languid looks, and com- 
plexions of fuch a fickly yellow colour, as in- 
4icated the unwholefome temperature of the 
countries where they had refided \ 

D Gomara Hift. c. 20. 22. Ovicdo Hift. lib. ii. c. 13. 
lib. v. c. io. P. Mart* Epift. 545, Decad. p. 176. 

VQLi II. C TH» 
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book The uncultivated ftate of the New World 

IV. 

i_ Tw - _r affefted not only the temperature of the air, but 
it* animals, {j^ qualities of its produdions. The principle 

of life feems to have been lefs aftive and vu 
gorous there, than in the ancient continent. 
Notwithftanding' the vaft extent of America, 
and the variety of its climates, the different 
fpeciea of animals peculiar to it are much fewer 
in proportion, than thofe of the other hemi- 
fphere. In the iflands, there were only four 
kind of quadrupeds known, the largeft of which 
'did not exceed the fize of a rabbit. On the 
continent, the variety was greater ; and though 
the individuals of each kind could not fail of 
multiplying exceedingly, when almoft unmo- 
lested by men, who weTe neither fo numerous, 
nor fo united in fociety, as to be formidable 
enemies 'to the animal creation, the number of 
diftindt fpecies mull ftill be confidered as ex* 
tremely fmall. Of two hundred different kinds 
of animals fpread over the face of the earth, 
only about one third exifted in America, at the 
time of its difcovery °. Nature was not only 
lefs prolific in the New World, but (he appears- 
like wife to have been lefs vigorous in her pro- 
ductions. The animals originally belonging to' 
this quarter of the globe appear to be of air 

- - . *. Buffon Hill. Naturellc, torn. ix. p. 86. 

inferior 
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inferior race, neither fo tobuft* iter fo fierce- book 
as thofe of the other continent. America give* 
birth to no creature of fuch bulk as to be com- 
pared with the elephant or rhinocefoS* of that 
equals x thc lion and tyger in ftrertgth aftd ffe- 
rocity p . The Tapyr of Brafil, the kttgeft qua* 
druped of the ravenous tribe in the New Wbrld; 
is- not larger than a calf of fix months old; 
The- fiuma and Jaguar, its fierceft beafts of 
prey, which Europeans have inaccurately deho* 
minated Horn and tygers, poflefs neither the 
undaunted courage of the former, ribr the ra- 
venous cruelty of the latter q . They are inac- 
tive and timid, hardly formidable to mati* and 
often turn their backs upon the leaft appearance 
of reftftahee r . The feme qualities in the climate 
of America which (tinted the growth, and en- 
feebled the fpirit, of its native animals, have 
proved* pernicious to fuch as have migrated into. 
it voluntarily from the other continent, or have 
been tranfpor ted thither by the Europeans'. 

9 See NOTE VIII. 

* Buffon Hill. Natur. torn. ix. p. $7. Margravii Hift. 
Nat. Brafil, p. 229. 

r BuffonHift. Natur. ix. 13. 203. Acofta Hift. lib. 1V. 
C. 54. Pifanid'Hift. p. 6.' HerrerV dec. 4. lib. iv. c. t. 
lib. x. c. 13. 

• Churcffll, v. p. 691. OalleRelat. of Chili, Church. 
iii. p. 10. S^mmario de Oviedo, c. 14—22. Voyage du 
Des MarchaiSf iii. 299. 
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The bears,- the wolves* the deer of America^ 
are not equal in lize to thofe of the Old 
World *. Moft'of the domeftic animals, with 
which the Europeans have ftored the province* 
wherein they fettled, have degenerated with 
reipeft either to bulk or quality, in a country 
whofe temperature and foil feem to be lefe. fa- 
vourable to the ftrength and perfe&ion of the 
animal creation °. 

infcas and The fame caufes, which . checked the ^growth 
and the vigour of the more noble animals, were 
friendly to the propagation and increafe of rep- 
tiles and infe&s. Though this is not peculiar 
to the New World, and thofe odious tribes, 
nourished by heat, pioiftute, and corruption, 
infeft every part of the torrid zone j they mul- 
tiply fader, perhaps, in America, and grow to 
a more monftrous bulk. As this country is, 
on the whole, lefs cultivated, and lefs peopled, 
than the other quarters of the earth, the a&ive 
principle of life wades its force in productions 
of thjs inferior form. The air is often darkened 
with clouds 4>f infe&s, and the ground covered 
with (hocking and noxious reptiles. The conn* 
try around . Porto-Bello fwarms with toads in 

,.* .Buffbn Hjftl Natiir. ix. 103. Kalm's TWels, i. 182. 
'Biet. Voy.rfe France Equinox, p. 3'jj^ * ""' 

" Sec NOTE IX. • ' 
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Asch multitudes, as hide the furface of the book 
eatth. At Guyaquil, fnakes and vipers are 
hardly lefs numerous. Garthagena is infefted 
msh numerous flocks of bats, which annoy uot 
only the.' cattle but the inhabitants*. In the 
iflaods, legions of ants have, at different times, 
confumed every vegetable production y , and left 
$&b earth entirely bare, as if it had been burnt 
with fire. The damp forefts, and rank foil of 
the countries on the banks of the Orinoco and 
Maragnon, teem with almoft every offenfive and 
poifonous creature, which the power of a fultjy 

fun can quicken into life \ 

•■ - ' • 

The birds of the New World are not diftin- Birds. 
guiflied by qualities' fo confpicuous and charac- 
teriftical, as thofe which we have obferved in 
its quadrupeds* Birds are more independent 
of itiai!, and lefs affefted by the changes which 
his induftry and labour make upon the ftate of 
' thfe earth. They have a greater propenfity to 
tnigrate from one country to another, and can 

*' Voyage de UHoa, torn. i. p. S9. I& p- M7- Her - 
w*a r detrii. lib. iii. c. 3. 19. 

r See NOTE X. 

* Voyage de Condamine, p. 167. GumiBa, iiL 120, 
,Jtc. Hjft. gpner. des Voyages, xiy. 317. Dumoot Me* 
moires fur Ja Louifiane, i. 108. Sommario 4e Ovicdo, 
c. 52—62. 

03 gratify 
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gratify this inftinft of their nature without diffi* 
culty of darjger.. Jience the number of birds 
Common to botL continents is much greater 
than that of quadrupeds; and even fuch as are 
peculiar to America nearly refen^ble thpfe with 
^vhich mankind were acquainted in fimilar re- 
gions of the ancient hemifphere. TJie American 
birds of the torrid zone, li^e tljofe of the fame 
plimate in Afia and Africa, are decked in 
plumage, which dazzles the eye with the beauty 
pf its colours ; but nature, fatisfied with cloth- 
ing them in this gay drefs, has denied mpft of 
them that melody of found, and variety of notes, 
which catch and delight the ear. The birds of 
the temperate climates there, in the fame man- 
jier as in pur continent, are lefs fplendid in their 
appearance, but, in compenfation for that de- 
fed, they have voices of greater compafs, and 
more melodious. In fome diftrj&s of America, 
the unwholefome temperature of the air feem$ 
to be unfavourably eyen to this part of the 
creation. The number pf birds is lefs than iq 
Other countries, and the traveller is (truck with 
the amazing Jblitude and fifence of its forefts \ 
It is remarkable, hp^eyer, that America,, where 

* BourguerVoy. au Perou, 17. Chanvalon Voyage a 
1* Martinique, p. 96b Warrefc Defer ipt. Surinam. Olborn's 
£bllc&» ik 9*4* Lettre* Edif. «iv. p, 339. Cfcarlev, 
Hift. dc la Nouv. France, iii. ijTC. 

the 
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thfe quadrupeds are fo dwarfifh and daftardly, book 
Ihould produce the Condor, which is entitled to 
pre-eminence over all the flying tribe, in bulk, 
in ftrength, and in courage b . 

TrtE foil, in a continent fo extenfive as Ame- Sou. 
rica, muft, of courfe, be extremely various; 
In each of its provinces, we find fome diftin- 
guifhing peculiarities, the defcription of which 
belongs to thofe who write their particular 
hiftory. In general, we may obferve, that the 
moifture and cold, which predominates fo re- 
markably in all parts of America, muft have 
great influence upon the nature of its foil ; 
countries lying in the fame parallel with thofe 
regions which never feel the extreme rigour 
of winter in the ancient continent, are frozen 
over in America during a great part of the 
year. Chilled by this intenfe cold, the ground 
never acquires warmth fufEcient to ripen the 
fruits, which are found in the corresponding 
parts of the other continent. If we wifli to rear 
in America the productions which abound in 
any particular diftrift of the ancient world, we 
muft advance feveral degrees nearer to the line 
than in the other hemifphere, as it requires fuch 

¥ Voyage de Ulloa, i\ 363. Voyage de Oondamme, 
. 175. Bufibn Hift. Nat.' xvi. 184. Voyage du Des Mar. 
chais, iii. 320. 
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b p o jt as increafe .of heat . to counterbalance the na- 
tural frigidity of the foil and climate . At the 
Cape of Good Hope, fevcral of the plants, and 
fruits peculiar to the countries within the tror 
pics, are cultivated with fuccefs; whereas, at 
St. Auguftine, in Florida, and Charles-Town, 
in South Carolina, though confiderably nearer 
the line, they cannot be brought to thriye with 
equal certainty* 1 . But, if allowance be made 
for this diverfity in the degree of heat, the foil 
of America is naturally as rich and fertile as in 
any part of the earth. As the country was 
thinly inhabited, and by a people of little in* 
duftry, who had none of the domeftic animals, 
which civilised nations rear in fuch vaft nurrw 
hers, the earth was not exhaufted by their con* 
fumptfon, The vegetable productions, to which 
the fertility of the foil gave birth, often remained 
untouched, and being fuffered to corrupt on its 
furface, returned with increafe into its bofom % 
As trees and plants derive a great part of their 
nourifiiment from air and water, if they were 
not deftroyed by man and other animals, . they 
wpuld render to the earth more, perhaps, thaa 
they take from it, and feed rather than impo- 
verifh it, Thiis the unoccupied foil of America 
may have gone on enriching for many ages. 

• Buffoa HJft. Natur. i. «4». Kal»» & yfcev. >■ ■■■ 
-:.: The 
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The vaft number as well as enormous fize of the bo ok 
trees in America, indicate the extraordinary vi- 
gour of the t foil in its native ftate. When the* 
Europeans firft began to cultivate the New 
"World, they were aftonifbed at the luxuriant/ 
power of vegetation in its virgin mould j and ia 
feveral places the ingenuity of the planter is ■ 
(till employed in diminifliing and wafting its. 
fuperfluous fertility, in order to bring it down 
to a ftate fit for profitable culture f . > 






Ha vino thus furveyed the ftate of the -Nov?-' h<ww 
World at the time of its difcovery, and confix people*? 
dered the peculiar features and qualities which 
diftinguifh and chara&erife it, the next inquiry 
that merits attention is, How was America- 
peopled ? By what courfe did mankind migrate 
from the one continent to the other? and in 
\?hat quarter is it mod probable that a communis 
cation was opened between them? 

We know, with infallible certainty, that all No tradition 
tlje human race Ipring from the fame fource, it°among n5 
and that the d^fcendants of one man, under the themfdvc «* 
pjrote&ion as well as in obedience to the com- 
mand of Heaven, multiplied and replehith&t 

f CharlevQix, P^ift* de Noijv. fran. iii. aqc. Voyage 
i De»Mnroiaik, fii. 3^9." Lery ap de-Brfj-paH S}.'pi" 174. 
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the earth. But neither the annals nor the tra- 
ditions of nations reach back to thofe remote 
age$, in which they took poffeflion of the differ* 
ent countries, where they are now fettled* We 
cannot trace the branches of this firft family, 
or point out with certainty the time and manner 
in which they divided and fpread over the face 
of the globe. Even among the moft enlight* 
ened people, the period of authentic hiftory is 
extremely fliort, and every thing prior to that is 
fabulous or obfcure. It is not furprifing, then, 
that the unlettered inhabitants of America, who 
have no folicitude about futurity, and little cu<r 
riofity concerning what is pad, fhould be alto* 
gether unacquainted with their own original* 
The people on the two oppofite coafts of Ame- 
rica, who occupy thofe countries in America 
which approach neareft to the ancient continent, 
are fo remarkably rude, that it is altogether vain 
to fearch among them for fuch information as 
might difcover the place from whence they came, 
qr the anceftors of whom they are defcended f . 
Whatever light has been thrown on this fubjeft, 
is derived, not from the natives of America, 
but from the inquifitive genius of their con* 
querors. 



' Vencga'r Hift. of California, i. 60. 
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Wren the people of Europe unexpectedly 
difcovered a New World, removed at a vaft 
diftande from every part of the ancient continent JjJJjjjJ^ 
which was then known, and filled with inhabit- 
ants whofe appearance and manners differed 
remarkably from the reft of the Jiuman fpecies, 
the queftion concerning their original became 
jiaturally an objedt of curiofity and attention. 
The theories and fpeculations of ingenious max 
with refpeft to this fubjeft, would fill many 
volumes ; but are often fo wild and chimerical, 
that I fjiould offer an infult to the underftanding 
of my readers, if I attempted either minutely to 
enumerate or to refute them. Some have pre- 
fumptqoufly imagined, that the people of Ame- 
rica were Hot the offspring of the fame common 
parent with the reft of mankind, «fcut that they 
formed a feparate race of men, diftinguifliable 
by peculiar features in the conftitution of their 
bodies, as well as in the chara&eriftic qualities 
of theif minds. Others contend, that they are 
defcended from fome remnant of the antediluvian 
inhabitants of the earth, who furvived the deluge, 
Which fwept away the greateft part of the human 
fpecies in the days of Noah ; and prepofteroufly 
fuppofe rude, uncivilized tribes, fcattered over 
an uncultivated continent, to be the mpft ancient 

m 

race of people on the earth. There is hardly 
£ny nation from the north to the fouth pole, to 

which 



szrrcsLJ of America. 



*iu^i dobdc acDgszrr, in the extravagance of 

canteorre, has not aicnbed the honour of 

peopling America. The Jews, the Canaanites, 

the Pbcznicians, the Carthaginians, the Greeks, 

the Scythians in anriffir limes, are fuppofed to 

ixasf errisc. in thk vefeem TPorid. The Chinefe, 

tie fwffnr;, m- Shrwepans tbe WeKh, the 

Ssnscom. 2t sak it naws isnr uriissks thkher 

tt.ittr* .a^e* i jiiiisrnr t^uis. asi oq various 

f:ee2.i.rj3>r >s^ub ar r rciP» sfcsnd forth to 

liTTJ^ft *>:- -tsacsiiTO rams $£ fiiofe people; 

jiiL- :•.".-- ju- Kr "tsf inwii sc Sst<ar foundation 

fnsr — yjLw* -x^smrisascs j* forne cuftoms, 

_t- ^ .i,«5ww amnr* itsrwsa a few words in 

~w - ----T2U ::mr*i&M^ iccch erudition and 

mJ ^ ?z -wi r-vs wi srric«d, to little purpofe, 

j _4tcnc~ j* "in? «fccce fyftems. Thofe 

^nj^ j« ;»n«rair* -asl controverfy belong 

n A > -« 'nibwwu Hs is a more limited pro* 

^ ^ttinmc » **** » eftablifhed by certain 

\m9 piviw^ ctidknce* Beyond this 1 

: *«ttttt*> * <«*fering a few obferv- 

> #** ttvtttibitte to throw fome 

•&$ ic^rous u^l taach agitated 
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originally united to the ancient continent, and b ook 
disjoined from it by the fliock of an earthquake, wy — i 
or the irruption of a deluge. Others hare ima- 
gined, that fome veffei being forced from its 
courfe by the violence of a wefterly wind* might 
be driven by accident towards the American 
$$gft, and have given a beginning to population 
ift that defolate continent *• But with refpeftto 
^11 thofe fyftems, it is vain either to reafoa or 
inquire, becaufe it is impoflible to comedo <any 
decifion. Such events as they fuppofe are barely 
poffible, . and may have happened. That t^ey 
ever did happen, we have no evidence, cither 
from the clear teftimony of hiftory, or from the 
obfeuxe intimations of tradition. 

2. Nothing can be more frivolous or uncer- oronrefem- 
tain than the attempts to difcover the original of m^re, 
the , Americans^ merely by tracing the refem- 
biance between their manners and thofe of any 
particular people in the ancient continent. If 
we fuppofe two tribes, though placed in th<* 
pioft remote regions of the globe, 10 live in a 
climate nearly of the fame temperature, to be 
in tlje fame ftate of fociety, and to refemWe each 



i.*-. r ■:-*'.£ 



* V^q^^mm^Jd^h^ p. 249. ? Apcieyt Uni- 
vert Hift. vqL xx* p. 164. P. Feyjoo Teatro ^ Cnticcy hn \.. '^ \. 
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other in the degree of their improvement, they 
mpft feel the fame wants, and exert the feme 
endeavours to fupply them. The fame obje&s 
will allure, the fame paffions will animate them* 
and the fame ideas and fentiments will arife in 
their minds. The chara&er and occupations of 
the hunter in America mud be little different 
from thofe of an Afiatic, who depends for fub*: 
fiftence on the chace. A tribe of favages on the 
banks of the Danube mud nearly refemble one 
upon the plains wafted by the Miffifippi. In- 
Head then of prefuming from this fitmlarity, 
that there is any affinity between them, we 
fhould only conclude, that the difpofirion and 
manners of men are formed by their fituation, 
and arife from the ftate of fociety in which they 
live. The moment that begins to vary, the 
character of a people muft change. In propor- 
tion as it advances in improvement, their man- 
ners refine, their powers and talents are called 
forth. In every part of the earth the progrefs of 
man hath been nearly the fame* and we can 
trace him in his career from the rude fimplieity 
of lavage life, until he attains the induitry, the 
arts, and the elegance of polifbed fociety* 
There is nothing wonderful then in the iimili* 
tude between the Americans and the barbarous 
nations of our continent* Had; Lafitau, Garcife 
and many other authors, attepded to this^ they 

would 
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would not have perplexed a fubje& which they book 
pretend to illuftrate, by their fruitlefs endea- 
vours to eftablifh an affinity between various 
races of people in the old and new continents, 
upon no other evidence than fueh a referablance 
in their manners as neceffarily arifes from the 
fimilarity of their condition. There are, it is 
true* among every people, ibme cuftoms which, 
*s they do not flow from any natural want er 
defire peculiar to their fituation, may be deno- 
minated ufages of arbitrary inftitution. If be- 
tween two nations fettled in remote parts of the 
earth, a perfect agreement with refpefl: to any 
of thefe fhould be difcovered, one might be led 
to fufpeft that they were connected by fome 
affinity. If, for example, a nation were found 
in America that confecrated the feventh day to 
religious worfhip and reft, we might juftly fup- 
pofo that it had derived its knowledge of this 
ufage, which is of arbitrary inftitution, from the 
Jews. jJut, if it were difcovered that another 
nation celebrated the firft appearance of every 
new moon with extraordinary demonftrations of 
joy, we Cbould not be entitled to conclude that 
the obfervation of this monthly feftival was 
borrowed from the Jews, but ought to confider 
it merely as! the expreffion of that joy which is 
natural to man on the return of the planet which 
guides and cheers him in the night. The in- 
i - ftances 
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thfe- fecret frbkh is the objefl: of his curiofity* book 
Accordingly, the ritual of fuperftition, in one - -y^Lf 
continent, feems, in many particulars, to be a 
ttanicript of that eftablMbed in the other, and 
both authorife fimilar inftitutions, fometimes fo 
irivoloiis as to excite pity, fometimes fo bloody 
aa&bafbarous as to create horror* But without 
fuppqfing any confenguinky between fuch diftant 
lotions, or imagining that their religious cete- 
mpnies were conveyed by tradition from' the one 
to the other, we may afcribe this uniformity, 
which in many inftances feems very amazing, to 
the natural operation of fuperftition and enthu- 
fiafm upon the weaknefs of the human mind. 

* . . 

,4. We may lay it down as a, certain principle Notpeoffcd 
in this inquiry, that America was not peopled tion highly 
by any nation of the ancient continent, which * lVil2c * 
had ; made confiderable progrefs in civilization* 
The inhabitants of the New World were in a 
date of fociety fo extremely rude, as to be un- 
acquainted with thofe arts which are the firft 
effayS: of human ingenuity in its advance toward* 
improvement* Even the moft cultivated na- 
tion* of America wore ftrangers to many of 
thofe fimple inventions, which were almoft 
ceeval with fociety in other parts of the world, 
a&d were known in the earlieft periods of civil 
lifewith which >we have apy acquaintance- From 
vol* ii. d this 
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this it is manifeft, that the tribes which originally 
migrated to America, came off from nations 
which mud have been no lefs barbarous than 
their pofterity, at the time when they were firft 
difcovered by the Europeans, For, although 
the elegant and refined arts may decline of 
perifh, amidft the violent (hocks of thofe revo- 
lutions and difafters to which nations are ex- 
pofed, the neceflary arts of life, when once they 
have been introduced among any people, are 
never loft. None of the viciffitudes in human 
affairs affeft thefe, and they continue to be prac- 
tifed as long as the race of men exifts. If ever 
the ufe of iron had been known to the favages 
of America, or to their progenitors, if ever they 
had employed a plough, a loom, or a forge, the 
utility of thofe inventions would have preferved 
them, and it is impoffible that they fliould have 
been abandoned or forgotten. We may con- 
clude then, that the Americans fprung from 
fome people, who were themfdves in fuch an 
early and unimproved ftage of fociety, as to be 
unacquainted with all thofe neceflary arts, which 
continued to be unknown among their pofte- 
rity, when firft vifited by the Spaniards. 

nor from the r. i T appears no lefs evident that America 

fouthcrn re- • « « i r 

gions of our was not peopled by any colony from the more 
con ment. f out j lern nat i ons f the ancient continent. None 

of 
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I 
I 

of the rude tribes fettled in that part of our book 
hemifphere can be fuppofed to have vifited a 
country fo remote* They poffeffed neither en- 
terprife, nor ingenuity, nor power, that could 
prompt them to undertake, or enable them to 
perform, fueh a diftant voyage. That the more 
civilized nations in Afia or Africa are not the 
prdgenitors of the Americans is manifeft, not 
only from the obfervations which I have already 
made concerning their ignorance of the moft 
fimple and neceflary arts, but from an additional 
circumftance. Whenever any people have ex- 
perienced the advantages which men enjoy, by 
their dominion over the inferior animals, they 
can neither fubfift without the nourifhment 
which thefe afford, nor carry, on any confider- 
able operation independent of their miniftry and 
labour. Accordingly, the firft care of the Spa- 
niards, when they fettled in America, was to 
ftock it With all the domeftic animals of Europe j 
and if, prior to them, the Tyrians, the Cartha- 
ginians, the Chinefe, or any other poliflied 
people, had taken poffeffion of that continent, 
we fhould have found there the animals pecu- 
liar to thofe regions of the globe where they 
were originally feated. In all America, how- 
ever, there is not one animal, tame or wild, 
which properly belongs to the warm, or even 
the more temperate countries of the ancient 

h 2 continent. 
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8 o p <c continent. The catnel, the dromedary, the 
il - w - -_j horfe, the cow, were as much unknown in 
America, as the elephant or the lion. From 
which it is obvious, that the people who' firfl 
fettled in the weftern world did not iffue from 
the countries where thofe animals abound, and 
where men, from having, been long accuftomed 
to their aid, would naturally confider it, not 
only as beneficial, but as indifpenfably neceffary 
to the improvement, and even the prefervation, 
of civil fociety* 

The two 6. From confidering the animals trfth which 

continents . m # 

fecm to ap- America is ftored, we may conclude that the 
nweft to neareft point of contatt between the old and 
towards the new continents is towards the northern ex- 
north, tremity of both, and that there the communi- 
cation was opened, and the intercourfe carried 
on between them* All the extenfive countries 
in America which lie within the tropics, or ap- 
proach near to them, are filled with indigenous 
animals of various kinds, entirely different from 
thofe in the correfponding regions of the ancient 
continent. But the northern provinces of the 
New World abound with many of the wild 
animals which are common in fuch parts of our 
hemifphere as lie in a fimilar fituation. The 
bear, the wolf, the fox, the hare, the deer, the 
roebuck, the elk, and feveral other fpecies fre- 
quent 
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quent the forefts of North America, no lefs than 
thofe in the north of Europe and Afia \ It 
feems to be evident then, that the two conti- 
nents approach each other in this quarter, and 
are either united, or fo nearly adjacent, that 
thefe animals might pafe from the one to the 
other, 

7. The aftual vicinity of the two continents Thitafccr- 
is fo clearly eftablifhed by modern difcoveries, difcovery. 
that the chief difficulty with refpeft to the 
peopling of America is removed. While thofe 
immeflfe regions, which ftretch eaftward from 
the river Oby to the fea of Kamchatka were 
unknown, or imperfedHy explored, the north* 
eaft extremities of our h^mifphere .were fup- 
pofed to be fo far diftant from any part of tha 
New World, that it was not eafy to conceive 
how any communication Ihould have been car* 
ried on between them. But the Ruffians, hav» 
jng fubje&ed the weftern part of Siberia to 
their empire, gradually extended their know* 
ledge of that vaft country, by advancing to* 
wards the eaft into unknown provinces. Thefe 
Tfrere difcovered by hunters in their excurfions 
rafter game, or by foldiers employed in levying 
the taxes, and the court of Mofcow eftimated 

* JJuffon Hift. Nat. ix. p. 97, &c. 

i>3 the 
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3 o q k the importance of thofe countries only by the 
fmall addition which they made to it^ revenue. 
At length Peter the Great afcended the Ruffian 
throne. His enlightened, comprehenfive mind, 
intent upon every circumftance that could ag- 
grandize his empire, or render his reign illut 
trious, difcerned confequences of thofe difco- 
veries, which had efcaped the obfervation of his 
ignorant predeceffors. He perceived, that in 
proportion as the regions of Afia extended 
towards the eaft, they mud approach nearer to 
America ; that the communication between the 
two continents, which had long been fearched 
for in vain, would probably be found in this 
quarter, and that by opening it, fome part of 
the wealth and commerce of the weftern world 
might be made to flow into his dominions by a 
new channel. Such an objeft fuited a genius 
that delighted in grand fchemes. Peter drew 
up inftru&ions with his own hand for profe- 
cuting this defign, and gave orders for carrying 
it into execution ! , x 

His fucceflbrs adopted his ideas, and purfued 
his plan. The officers whom the Ruffian court 
employed in this fervice, had to ftruggle with 
fo many difficulties, that their progrefe was ex- 

1 Mullcr Voyages ct Dccottwtei par ks Ruffes, torn. i. 
p. 4, 5. 141. 

tremely 
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tremely flow. Encouraged by fome faint trsu 
ditions among the people of Siberia, concerning 
a fuccefsful voyage in the year one thoufand fix 
hundred and forty-eight, round the north-eaft 
promontory of Afia, they attempted to follow 
the fame courfe. Veffels were fitted out, With 
this view, at different times, from the rivers 
Lena and Kolyma ; but in a frozen ocean, 
which nature feems not to have deftined for 
navigation, they were expofed to many difafters, 
without being able to accomplifh their purpofe. 
No veflil fitted out by the Ruffian coutt fcver 
doubled this formidable Capfc k ; we are indebted 
for what is known of thofe extreme regions df 
Afia, to the difcoveries made ift excursions by 
land. In all thofe provinces an opinion prevails, 
that there are countries of great extent and fer- 
tility^ which lie at no confiderable diftance from 
their own coafts. Thefe the Ruffians imagined 
to be part of America; and feveral circum- 
ftances concurred not only in confirming them 
in this belief, but in perfuading them that fome 
portion of that continent could not be very 
remote. Trees df various kinds, unknown in 
thofe naked regions of Afia, are driven upon 
the coaft by an eafterly wind. By the fame 
wind, floating ice is brought thitheT in a few 

* See NOTE XlV. 

* 

D 4 days \ 
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boor <ky$ ; flights of birds arrive annually from the 
l_ -Jx w _» fame quarter; and a tradition obtains among 
the inhabitants, of an intercourfe formerly car- 
ped on with foroe cbuiuries fituated to the eaft. 

After weighing all thefe particulars, and 
comparing the pofition of the cpuntries in Afia 
which had been difcovered, with fuch parts in 
the north-weft of America as were already 
known, the Ruffian court formed a plan, which 
would have hardly occurred to a nation lefs 
^ccuftomed to engage in arduous undertakings, 
and to contend with great difficulties. Orders 
were iffued to build two veflels at the fmall 
village of Ochotz, fituated on the fea of Kam- 
chatka, to fail on a voyage of difcovery, 
Though that dreary uncultivated region fur* 
nifhed nothing that could be of ufe in conftru&r 
ipg them ? but fome larch trees; though not 
pnly the iron, the cordage, the fails, and all the 
pumerous articles requifite for their equipment, 
but the provifions for vidlualling them were to 
be carried through the immenfe deferts of Siber 
ria, down rivers of difficult navigation, and along 
foad$ almoft impaflable, the mandate of the for 
yereign* and the perfeyeranqe of t{ie people, at 
T ? ne ,# ^ furmpunted every pbftacle. .\Jwq veflels 
were finifhed, and, under the command of the 
captains Behring and Tfchirikow, failed from 

Kamchatka, 
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Kamchatka, in queft of the New World, in a book 
quarter where it had never been approached. 
They fhaped their courfe towards the eaft } and 
though a ftorm foon feparated the veflels, which 
never rejoined, and many difafters befel them, 
the expectations from the voyage were not alto- 
gether fruftrated. Each of the commanders 
difcovered land, which to them appeared to be 
part of the American continent ; and, accord- 
ing to their obfervations, it feems to be fituated 
within a few degrees of the north- weft coaft of 
California. Each fet fome of his people afhore; 
but in one place the inhabitants fled as the 
Ruffians approached; in another, they carried 
off thofe who landed, and deftroyed their boats* 
The violence of the weather, and the diftrefe 
of their crews, obliged both captains to quit 
this inhofpitabfe coaft. In their return they 
touched & feveral iflands, which ftretch In a 
chain from eaft to weft between the country 
which they had difcovered and the coaft of Afia* 
They had fome intercourfe with the natives, 
Tvho feemed to them to refemble the North 
Americans. They prefented to the Ruffians 
the calumet, or pipe of peace, which is a fymbol 
of friendfhip univeffal among the people of 
North America, and an ufage of arbitrary in* 
fiitution, peculiar to them. 

Though 



1 -. « 
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Thoooh the iflands of this New Archipelago 
have been frequented fince, that time by the 
Ruffian hunters, the court of St. Peterfburgh, 
during a period of more than forty years, feems 
to have relinquiflied every thought of profecuting 
difcoveries in that quarter. But ifr the year one 
thoufand feven hundred and fixty-eight, it wad 
unexpectedly refumed. The Sovereign, who 
had been lately feated on the throne of Peter 
the Great, poffeffed the genius and talents of 
her illuftrious predeceffor. During the ope* 
rations of the mod arduous and extenfive war 
in which the Ruffian empire wag ever engaged, 
fhe formed fchemes and executed undertakings, 
to which more limited abilities would have been 
incapable of attending but amid ft the leifure of 
pacific times. A new voyage of difcovery frotti 
the eaftern extremity of Afia was planned, and 
captain Krenit2m and lieutenant Levaflieff were 
appointed to command the two veffels fitted out 
for that purpofe. In their voyage outward they 
held nearly the lame courfe with the former na- 
vigators, they touched at the fame iflands, ob- 
ferved- their fituation and produ&ktas more 
carefully, and difcovefed feveral new iflands, 
with which Behrmg and Tfchtrikow had not 
fallen in. Though they did hot proceed fo far 
to the eaft as to revifit the country which 

3 m Behring 
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Behring and Tfchirikow fuppofed to be part of book 
the American continent, yet, by returning in a 
courfe confiderably to the north of theirs, they 
corrected fome capital miftakes into which their 
predecefibrs had fallen, and have contributed to 
facilitate the progrefs of future navigators in 
thofe feas ! . 

Thus the poflibility of a communication be* 
tween the continents in this quarter refts no 
longer upon mere conjefture, but is eftablifhed 
by undoubted evidence ,n . Some tribe, or fome 
families of wandering Tartars, from the reftlefs 
fpirit peculiar to their race, might migrate to 
the nearefl iflands, and, rude as their knowledge 
of navigation was, might, by paffing from one 
to the other, reach at length the coaft of Ame- 
rica, and give a beginning to population in that 
continent. The diftance between the Marian 
or Ladrone iflands and the neareft land in Afia, 
is greater than that between the part of America 
which the Ruflians difcovered, and the coaft of 
Kamchatka; and yet the inhabitants of thofe 
iflands are manifeftly of Afiatic extract If, 
notwithstanding their remote fituation, we ad- 
mit that the Marian iflands were peopled from 
our continent, diftance alone is no reafon why 

1 See NOTE XXV. 

m Mullens Voyages, torn. i. 248, Sec. 267. 276. 

we 
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book we lhould hefitate about admitting that the 
Americans may derive their original from the 
fame fource. It is probable that future navi- 
gators in thofe feas, by fleering farther, to the 
north, may find that the continent of America 
approaches ftill nearer to Alia. According to 
the information of the barbarous people who 
inhabit the country about the north-eaft pro- 
montory of Afia, there lies, off the coaft, a 
fmall ifland, to which they fail in lefs than a 
day. From that, they can defcry a large conti- 
nent, which, according to their defcription, is 
covered with forefts, and poflefled by people 
whofe language they do! not underftand \ By 
them they are fupplied with the (kins of mar- 
tens, an animal unknown in the northern parts 
of Siberia, and which is never found but irx 
countries abounding with trees. If we could 
rely on this account, we might conclude, that 
the American continent is feparated from ours 
only by a narrow ftrait, and all the difficulties 
with refpeft to the communication between 
them would vaniih. What could be offered 
only as a conje&ure when this Hiftory was firft 
publifhed is now known to be certain. The 
near approach of the two , continents to each 
other has been difcovered and traced in a voyage 

n Muller's Voyages et'Decpuv. i. i<?6. 

undertaken 
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undertaken upon principles fo pure and fo Ii- book 
beral, and conduced with fo much profeflional w-v— ' 
fkill, as reflect luftre upon the reign of the 
Sovereign by whom it was planned, and do 
honour to the officers entrufted with the exe- 
cution of it °. 

It is likewife evident from recent difcoveries* Another 

. . * r , . , communis 

that an intercoune between our continent and cation by 
America might be carried on with no lefs fa- weft! * " 
cility from the north-weft extremities of Europe. 
As early as the ninth century, the Norwegians a. d. 830. 
difcovered Greenland, and planted colonies 
there. The communication with that country, 
after a long interruption, was renewed in the 
laft century. Some Lutheran and Moravian 
miffionaries, prompted by zeal for propagating 
the Chriftian faith, have ventured to fettle in 
this frozen and uncultivated region p . To them 
.we are indebted for [much curious information 
with refpeft to its nature and inhabitants. We 
learn, that the north-weft coaft of Greenland 
is feparated from America by a very narrow 
ftrait; that, at the bottom of the bay into 
which this ftrait condu&s, it is highly probable 

See NOTE XVI. 

P Crantz' Hid. of Greenl. 1. 242. 244. Prevot Hift. 
Gen. des Voyages, torn. xv. 152, not (96.) 

that 
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that they are united q ; that the inhabitants of 
the two countries have fome intercourfe with 
one another; that the Efquimaux of America 
perfectly refemble the Greenlanders in their 
afpe& ? drefs, and mode of living; that fome 
failors, who had acquired the knowledge of a 
few words in the Greenlandifh language, re- 
ported that thefe were underftood by the Efqui- 
X. a 1764. maux; that, at length, a Moravian miffionary, 
well acquainted with the language of Green- 
land, having vifited the country of the Efqui* 
maux, found, to his aftoniftiment, that they 
fpoke the fame language with the Greenlanders, 
that they were in every refpeft the fame people, 
and he was accordingly received and enter- 
tained by them as a friend and a brother'. ' 

By thefe decifive fafts, "not only the confan* 
guinity of the Efquimaux and Greenlanders is 
eftablifhed, but the poffibility of peopling Ame- 
rica from the north of Europe is demonftrated. 
If the Norwegians, in a barbarous age, when 
fcience had not begun to dawn in the north of 
Europe, poffeffed fuch naval (kill as to open a 
communication with Greenland, their anceftors, 
as much additted to roving by fea, as the Tartars 

* Eggede, p. 2, 3. 

r Crantz' Hift. of Greeml. p. 261, 262* 

are 
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are to wandering by land, might, at fome more book 
remote period, accomplifh the fame voyage, and ■_ /- _t 
fettle a colony there, whofe defcendants might, 
in progrefs of time, migrate into America. But 
if, inftead of venturing to fail dire&ly from 
their own coaft to Greenland, we fuppofe that 
the Norwegians held a more cautious courfe, 
and advanced from Shetland to the Feroe 
Iflands, and from them to Iceland, in all which 
they had planted colonies, their progrefs may 
have been fo gradual, that this navigation can- 
not be confidered as either longer or more 
hazardous, than thofe voyages which that hardy 
and enterprifing race of men is known to have 
performed in every age. 

8. Though it be poflible that America may Probably 

peopled 

have received its fir ft inhabitants from our con- from the 
tinent, either by the north-weft of Europe or 
the north-eaft of Afia, there feems to be good 
reafon for f uppofing that the progenitors of all N . • 

the American nations, from Cape Horn to the 
fouthern confines of Labrador, migrated from 
the latter rather than the former. The Efqui- 
maux are the only people in America, who, 
in their afpeft or chara&er, bear any refem- 
blance to the northern Europeans. They are 
manifeftly a race of men, diftintt from all the 
nations of the American continent, in language, 

in 
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* °y K » difpofition, and in habits of life. Their ori-> 
ginal, then, may warrantably be traced up to 
that fource which I have pointed out. But, 
among all the other inhabitants of America, 
there is fudh a ftriking fimilitude in the form of 
their bodies, and the qualities of their minds, 
that, notwithftanding the diverfities occafioned 
by the influence of climate, or unequal progrefs 
in improvement, we muft pronounce them to be 
defcended from one fource. There may be a 
variety in the fhades, but we can everywhere 
trace the fame original colour. Each tribe has 
fomething peculiar which diftinguifhes it, but 
in all of them we difcern certain features com* 
mon to the whole race. It is remarkable, that 
in every peculiarity, whether in their perfons or 
difpofitions, which ch'ara&erife the Americans, 
they have fome refemblance to the rude tribes 
fcattered over the north-eaft of Afia, but almoft 
none to the nations fettled in the northern ex- 
tremities of Europe. We may, therefore, refer 
them to the former origin, and conclude that 
their Afiatic progenitors, having fettled in thofe 
parts of America, where the Ruffians have dif- 
covered the proximity of the two continents, 
fpread gradually over its various regions. This 
account of the progrefs of population in Ame* 
rica, coincides with the traditions of the Mex- 
icans concerning their own origin, which, im« 

perfefk 
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perfefl: as they are, were preferved with more B ° ° K 
accuracy, and merit greater credit, than thofe 
of any people in the New World. According 
to them, their anceftors came from a remote 
country, fituated to the north-weft of Mexico. 
The Mexicans point out their various ftations 
as they advanced from this, into the interior 
provinces, and it is precifely the fame route 
which they muft have held, if they had been 
emigrants from Afia. The Mexicans, in de- 
fcribing the appearance of their progenitors, 
their manners and habits of life at that period, 
exa&ly delineate thofe of the rude Tartars, from 
whom I fuppofe them tp have fprung r . 

Thus have I finifhed a difquilition which has 

been deemed of fo much importance, that it 

i 

would have been improper to omit it in writing 
the hiftory of America. I have ventured to 
inquire, but without prefuming to decide. Sa- 
tisfied with offering conje&ures, I pretend not 
to eftablifh any fyftem. When an inveftigation 
is, from its nature, fo intricate and obfcure, 
that it is impoflible to arrive at conclufions 

r Acofta Hifl. Nat. & Mor. lib. vii. c. 2, &c. Garcia 
Origen de los Indios, lib. v. c. 3. Torquemada Monar. 
Ind. lib. i. c. 2, &c. Boturini Benaduci Idea de una 
Hift* dela Amer. Septentr. § xvii. p. 127. 

vol. 11. e ' which 
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Condition 
and charac- 
ter of the 
Americans. 



b oo k which are certain, there may be fome merit in 
pointing out fuch as are probable *• 



The condition and charatter of the American 
nations, at the time when they became known 
to the Europeans, deferve more attentive con- 
sideration than the inquiry concerning their 
original. The latter is merely an object of 
curiofity ; the former is one of the mod im- 
portant as well as inftru&ive refearches which 
can occupy the philofopher or hiftorian. In 
order to complete the hiftory of the human 
mind, and attain to a perfect knowledge of its 
nature and operations, we muft contemplate 
man in all thofe various fituations wherein he 
has been placed. We muft follow him in his 
progrefs through the different ftages of fociety, 
as he gradually advances from the infant ftate 
of civil life towards its maturity and decline. 
We muft obferve, at each period, how the fa- 
culties of his underftanding unfold, we muft 
attend to the efforts of his a&ive powers, watch 
the various movements of defire and affeftion^ 
as they rife in his bread, and mark whither 
they tend, and with what ardour they are ex- 
erted. The philofophers and hiftorians of an- 

• Memoircs fur la Louiliane, par Dumont, torn. i. 
p. 119. 

cient 
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cient Greece and Rome, our guides in this as 
well as every other difquifition, had only a 
limited view of this fubjeft, as they had hardly 
any opportunity of furveying man in his rudeft 
and mofl early ftate. In all thofe regions of \ 
the earth with which they were well acquainted, 
civil fociety had made confiderable advances, 
and nations had finifhed a good part of their 
career before they began to obferve them. The 
Scythians and Germans, the rudeft people of 
whom any ancient author has tranfmitted to us 
an authentic account, poffefled flocks and herds, 
had acquired property of various kinds, and, 
when compared with mankind in their primitive 
ftate, may be reckoned to have attained to a 
great degree of civilization. 

But the difcovery of the New World en- ***»&«- 

' # proved than 

larged the fphere of contemplation, and pre- in any part 

° r . . of the eartk 

fented nations to our view, in ftages of their 
progrefs, much lefs advanced than thofe wherein 
they have been obferved in our continent. In 
America, man appears under the rudeft form 
in which we can conceive him to fubfift. We 
behold communities juft beginning to unite, and 
may examine the fentiments and a&ions of hu- 
man beings in the infancy of fecial life, while 
they feel but imperfe&ly the force of its ties, 
and have fcarcely relinquifhed their native li- 

e 2 berty. 
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bcrty. That (late of primaeval fimplicity, which 
was known in our continent only by the fan- 
ciful defcription of poets, really exifted in the 
other. The greater part of its inhabitants were 
ftrangers to induftry and labour, ignorant of 
arts, imperfe&ly acquainted with the nature of 
property, and enjoying almoft without reftriftion 
or control thp bleflings which flowed fponta- 
neoufly from the bounty of nature. There 
were only two nations in this vaft continent 
which had emerged from this rude ftate, and 
had made any confiderable progrefs in acquiring 
the ideas, and adopting the inftitutions, which 
belong to polilhed focieties. Their government 
and manners will fall naturally under our re- 
view in relating the difcovery and conqueft of 
the Mexican and Peruvian empires ; and we 
fhall have there an opportunity of contemplating 
the Americans in the ftate of higheft improve- 
ment to which they ever attained. 

This in- At prefent, our attention and refearches (hall 

fined to be turned to the fmall independent tribes which 
trite. C occupied every other part of America, Among 
thefe, though with fome diverfity in their cha- 
rafter, their manners, and inftitutions, the ftate 
of fociety was nearly fimilar, and fo extremely 
rude, that the denomination of Savag.? may be 
applied to them all. In a general hiftory of 

America, 
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America, it would be highly improper to de- book' 
fcribe the condition of each petty community, ■ - w \-j 
or to inveftigate every minute circumftance 
which contributes to form the character of its 
members. Such an inquiry would lead to 
details of immeafurable and tirefome extent. 
The qualities belonging to the people of all the 
different tribes have fuch a near refemblance, 
that they may be painted with the fame features. 
Where any circumftances feem to conftitute a 
diverfity in their chara&er and manners worthy 
of attention, it will be fufficient to point thefe 
out as they occur, and to inquire into the caufe 
of fuch peculiarities. 

It is extremely difficult to procure fatisfying wfficuity 
and authentic information concerning nations in'orma- 
while they remain uncivilized. To difcover 
their true character under this rude form, and 
to feleft the features by which they are diftin- 
guifhed, requires an obferver poffeffed of no 
lefs impartiality than difcernment. For, in 
every ftage of fociety, the faculties, the fenti- 
ments and defires of men are fo accommodated 
to their own (late, that they become ftandards 
of excellence to themfelves, they affix the idea 
of perfection and happinefs to thofe attainments 
which refemble their own, and wherever the 
objects and enjoyments to which they have 

e 3 been 
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book been accuftomed are wanting, confidently pro- 
t -/_j nounce a people to be barbarous and miferable. 
Hence the mutual contempt with which the 
members of communities, unequal in their de- 
grees of improvement, regard each other. Po- 
lifhed nations, confcious of the advantages which 
they derive from their knowledge and arts, are 
apt to view rude nations with peculiar fcorn, 
and, in the pride of fuperiority, will hardly 
allow either their occupations, their feelings, or 
their pleafures, to be worthy of men. It has 
feldom been the lot of communities, in their 
early and unpolifhed (late, to fall under the ob- 
fervation of perfons endowed with force of mind 
fuperior to vulgar prejudices, and capable of 
contemplating man, under whatever afpeft he 
appears, with a candid and difcerning eye. 

from the in- The Spaniards, who firft vifited America, 
thefirftob- and who had opportunity of beholding its va- 
crvers, r j ous tribes while entire and unfubdued, and 
before any change had been made in their ideas 
or manners by intercourfe with a race of men 
much advanced beyond them in improvement, 
were far from pofleffing the qualities requifite 
for obferving the flriking fpeftacle prefented to 
their view.* Neither the age in which they lived, 
nor the nation to which they belonged, had 
jnade fuch progrefs in true fcience, as infpires 

enlarged 
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1 

enlarged and liberal fentiments. The conquer- p o o k 
ors of the New World were moftly illiterate w^'-^ 
adventurers, deftitute of all the ideas which 
ihould have dire&ed them in contemplating ob- 
je&s fo extremely different from thofe with 
which they were acquainted. Surrounded con- 
tinually with danger, or ftruggling with hard- 
fhips, they had little leifure, and lefs capacity, 
for any fpeculative inquiry. Eager to take pof- 
feflion of a country of fych extent and opulence* 
and happy in finding it occupied by inhabitants 
fo incapable to defend it, they haftily pro- 
nounced them to be a wretched order of men, 
formed merely for fervitude; and were more 
employed in computing the profits of their la- 
bour, than in inquiring into the operations of 
their minds, or the reafons of their cuftoms and 
inftitutions. The perfons who penetrated at 
fubfequent periods into the interior provinces, 
to which the knowledge and devaftations of the 
firft conquerors did not reach, were generally 
of a fimilar chara&er ; brave and enterprifing 
in an high degree, but fo uninformed as to be 
little qualified either for obferving or defcribing 
what they beheld. " 

Not only the incapacity, but the prejudices and their 
of the Spaniards, render their accounts of the preju 1CCS ' 
people of America extremely defective. Soon 

E 4 after 
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book after they planted colonies in their new con- 
quefts, a difference in opinion arofe with refpeft 
to the treatment of the natives. One party, 
folicitous to render their fervitude perpetual, 
reprefented them as a brutifh, obftinate race, 
incapable either of acquiring religious know- 
ledge, or of being trained to the fun&ions of 
fooial life. The other, full of pious concern 
for their converfion, contended that, though 
rude aad ignorant, they were gentle, affec- 
tionate, docile, and by proper inftruttioris and 
regulations might be formed gradually into good 
Chriftians and ufeful citizens. This contro- 
verfy, as I have already related, was carried on 
with all the warmth which is natural, when 
attention to intereft on the one hand, and reli- 
gious zeal on the other, animate the difputants. 
Mofl of the laity efpoufed the former opinion ; 
all the ecclefiaftics were advocates for the latter ; 
and we (hall uniformly find that, accordingly 
as an author belonged to either of thefe parties, 
he is apt to magnify the virtues or aggravate 
the defefts of the Americans far beyond truth. 
Thofe repugnant accounts increafe the difficulty 
of attaining a perfeft knowledge of their cha- 
rafter, and render it neceflary to perufe all the 
delcriptions of them by Spanifh writers with 
diltruft, and to receive their information with 
fome grains of allowance. 

Almost 
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Almost two centuries elapfed after the dif- book 
covery of America, before the manners of its < - y - „i 

inhabitants attracted, in any confiderable degree, ™* r™fc m% 
the attention of philofophers. At length, they p^ lofo " 
difcovered that the contemplation of the con- 
dition and character of the Americans in their 
original ftate, tended to complete our knowledge 
of the human fpecies, might enable us to fill up 
a confiderable chafm in the hiftory of its pro- 
grefs, and lead to fpeculations no lefs curious 
than important. They entered upon this new 
field of ftudy with great ardour ; but, inftead 
of throwing light upon the fubjeft, they have 
contributed, in fome degree, to involve it in 
additional obfcurity. Too impatient to inquire, 
they haftened to decide; and 'began to ereft 
fyftems, when they fhould haVe been fearching 
for fa£ls on which to eftablifli their foundations. 
Struck with the appearance of degeneracy in 
the human fpecies throughout the New World, 
and aftonifhed at beholding a vaft continent 
occupied by a naked, feeble, and ignorant race 
of men, fome authors of great name have main- 
tained, that this part of the globe had but lately 
emerged from the fea, and become fit for the 
refidence of man ; that every thing in it bore 
marks of a recent original ; and that its inha- 
bitants, lately called into exiftence, and Hill at 

the 
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the beginning of their career, were unworthy 
to be compared with the people of a more an- 
cient and improved continent \ Others have 
imagined, that, under the influence of an un- 
kindly climate, which checks and enervates the 
principle of life, man never attained in America 
the perfeftion which belongs to his nature, but 
remained an animal of an inferior order, de- 
fective in the vigour of his bodily frame, and 
deftitute of fenfibility, as well as of force, in the 
operations of his mind u . In oppofition to both 
thefe, other philofophers have fuppofed that man 
arrives at his higheft dignity and excellence long 
before he reaches a ftate of refinement ; and, in 
the rude fimplicity of favage life, difplays an 
elevation of fentiment, an independence of mind, 
and a warmth of attachment, for which it is 
vain to fearch among the members of polifhed 
focieties x . They feem to confider that as the 
jnoft perfeft ftate of man which is the leaft ci- 
vilized. They defcribe the manners of the rude 
Americans with fuch rapture, as if they propofed 
them for models to the reft of the fpecies. 
Thefe contradiftory theories have been pro- 
pofed with equal confidence, and uncommon 

* M. de BuflbnHift. Nat. iii. 484, &c. ix. 103. 114. 
n M. dc P. Rechtrchcs Philof. fur les Americ. paflim. 

* M. Rouffcau. 

powers 
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powers of genius and eloquence have been b o o k 
exerted, in order to clothe them with an ap- 
pearance of truth. 

As all thofe circumftances concur in render- 

» 

ing an inquiry into the ftate of the rude nations 
in America intricate and obfcure, it is neceflary 
to carry it on with caution. When guided in 
our refearches by the intelligent obfervations 
of the few philofophers who have vifited this 
part of the globe, we may venture to decide. 
When obliged to have recourfe to the fuper- 
ficial remarks ~of vulgar travellers, of failors, 
traders, buccaneers, and miffionaries, we rauft 
often paufe, and comparing detached fads, en- 
deavour to difcover what they wanted fagacity 
to obferve. Without indulging conje&ure, or 
betraying a propenfity to either fyftenr, we mud: 
ftudy with equal care to avoid the extremes of 
extravagant admiration, or of fupercilious con- 
tempt for thofe manners which we defcribe. 



In order to conduft this inquiry with greater Method oh- 

ferveci ir 
inquiry. 



accuracy, it fhould be rendered as fimple as 



poffible. Man exifted as an individual before 
he became the member of a community ; and 
the qualities which belong to him under his 
former capacity fliould be known, before we 
proceed to examine thofe which arife from the 

latter 
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book latter relation. This is peculiarly neceflary in 
inveftigajting the manners of rude nations. 
Their political union is fo incomplete, their 
civil inftitutions and regulations fo few, fo 
fimple, and of fuch flender authority, that men 
in this ftate ought to be viewed rather as inde- 
pendent agents, than as members of a regular 
fociety. The chara&er of a favage refults almoft 
entirely from his fentiments or feelings as an 
individual, and is but little influenced by his 
imperfeft fubje&ion to government and order, 
I fhall condutt my refearches concerning the 
manners of the Americans in this natural order, 
proceeding gradually from what is fimple to 
what is more complicated. 

I shall confider, I. The bodily _conftitution 
of the Americans in thofe regions now under 
review. II. The qualities of their minds. 
III. Their domeftic ftate. IV. Their political 
ftate and inftitutions. V. Their fyftem of war, 
and public fecurity. VI. The arts with which 
they were acquainted. VII. Their religious 
ideas and inftitutions. VIII. Such fingular de- 
tached cuftoms as are not reducible to any of 
the former heads. IX. I (hall conclude with a 
general review and eftimate of their virtues and 
defetts. 

I. The 
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I. The bodily conftitution of the Americans, book 
—The human body is lefs affe&ed by climate ■ * ^ 
than that of any other animal. Some animals Th . e <*»<**- 

J tution of 

are confined to a particular region of the globe, their bodies, 
and cannot exift beyond it ; others, though they 
may be brought to bear the injuries of a climate 
foreign to them, ceafe to multiply when carried 
out of that diftrift which Nature deftined to be 
their manfion. Even fuch as feem capable of 
being naturalized in various climates, feel the 
effect of every remove from their proper flation, 
and gradually dwindle" and degenerate from the 
vigour and perfe&ion peculiar to their fpecies. 
Man is the only living creature whofe frame is 
at once fo hardy and fo flexible, that he can 
fpread over the whole earth, become the inha- 
bitant of every region, and thrive and multiply 
under every climate. Subjeft, however, to the 
general law of Nature, the human body is not 
entirely exempt from the operation of climate ; 
and when expofed to the extremes either of 
heat or cold, its fize or vigour diminifhes. 

The firft appearance of the inhabitants of Complex, 
the New World, filled the difcoverers with fuch 10n * &c * 
aftonifhment, that they were apt to imagine 
them a race of men different from thofe of the 
other hemifphere. Their complexion is of a 
reddifh brown, nearly refembling the colour of 

copper. 
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book copper y . The hair of their heads is always 
■l -J ^t black, long, coarfe, and uncurled. They have 
no beard, and every part of their body is per- 
fectly fmooth. Their perfons are of a full fize, 
extremely ftraight, and well proportioned*. 
Their features are regular, though often dis- 
torted by abfurd endeavours to improve the 
beauty of their natural form, or to render their 
More afpect more dreadful to their enemies. In the 

iflands, where four-footed animals were both few 
and fmall, and the earth yielded her produ&ions 
almoft fpontaneoufly, the conflitution of the na- • 
tives, neither braced by the active exercifes of 
the chace, nor invigorated by the labour of cul- 
tivation, was extremely feeble and languid. On 
the continent, where the forefts abound with 
game of various kinds, and the chief occupation 
of many tribes was to purfue it, the human 
frame acquired greater firmnefs. Still, how- 
ever, the Americans were more remarkable for 
agility than ftrength. They refembled beafts of 
prey, rather than animals formed for labour *. 
They were not only averfe to toil, but incapable 
of it; and when rouzed by force from their 
native indolence, and compelled to work, they 
funk under talks which the people of the other 

y Oviedo Somano, p. 46, D. Life -of Columbus, c. 24. 

* See NOTE XVII. 

* See NOTE XVIII. 

continent 
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continent would have performed with eafe b . 
This feeblenefs of conftitution was univerfal 
among the inhabitants of thofe regions in Ame- 
rica which we are furveying, and may be con- 
fidered as chara&eriftic of the fpecies there •. 

The beardlefs countenance and fmooth fkin 
of the American feems to indicate a defeft of 
vigour, occafioned by fome vice in his frame. 
He is deftitute of one fign of manhood and of * 
ftrength. This peculiarity, by which the inha- 
bitants of the New World are diftinguifhed from 
the people of all other nations, cannot be attri- 
buted, as fome travellers have fuppofed, to their 
mode of fubfiftence d . For though the food of 
many Americans be extremely infipid, as they 
are altogether unacquainted with the ufe of fait, 
rude tribes in other parts of the earth have fub- 
fifted on aliments equally fimple, without this 
mark of degradation, or any apparent fymptom 
of a diminution in their vigour. 



tite. 



As the external form of the Americans leads Lefsappc 
us to fufpeft that there is fome natural debility 

b Oviedo Som. p. 51, C. Voy. de Correal, 11. 138. 
Wafer's Defcripticn, p. 131. 

c B. Las Cafas Brev. Relac. p. 4. Torquem. Monar. 
i. 580. Oviedo Sommario, p. 41. Hiftor. lib. iii. c. 6. 
Herrera, dec. i. lib. ix. c. 5. Simon, p. 41. 

d Charlev. Hift. de Nouv. Fr. iii. 310. 

in 
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BOOK in their frame, the fmallnefs of their appetite for 
food has been mentioned by many authors as a 
confirmation of this fufpicion. The quantity of 
" food which men confume varies according to 
the temperature of the climate in which they 
live, the degree of a&ivity which they exert, 
and the natural vigour of their conftitutions. 
Under the. enervating heat of the torrid zone, 
and when men pafs their days in indolence and 
eafe, they require lefs nourifhment than the 
active inhabitants of temperate or cold countries. 
But neither the warmth of their climate, nor 
their extreme lazinefs, will account for the un- 
common defefl: of appetite among the Ame- 
ricans. The Spaniards were aftonifhed with 
obferving this, not only in the iflands, but in 
feveral parts of the continent. The conftitu- 
tional temperance of the natives far exceeded, 
in their opinion, the abftinence of the mod 
mortified hermits e ; while, on the other hand, 
the appetite of the Spaniards appeared to the 
Americans infatiably voracious; and they af- 
firmed, that one Spaniard devoured more 
food in a day than was fufficient for ten Ame- 
ricans f . 

■ • Ramufio, 111. 304, F. 306, A. Simon Conquifta* 
6cc. p. 39. Hakluyt, iii. 468. 508. 
\ tierrcra, d ec , u \[] it ii. c. 16. 

A PROOF 
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A proof of fome feeblenefs in their frame,- boor 

IV. 

ftrll more ftriking, is the infenfibility of the *< — ^j 
Americans to the charms of beauty, and the J^^tT 
power of love. That paffion which was deftined defirt# 
to perpetuate life, to be the bond of facial 
union, and the fource of tendernefs aftd joy, is 
the moft ardent in the human breaft* Though the 
perils and hardships of the favage ftate, though 
exceffive fatigue, on fome occafions, and the 
difficulty at all times of procuring fubfiftence* 
may feem to be adverfe to this paffion, and to 
have a tendency to abate its vigour* yet the 
rudeft nations in every other part of the globe 
feem to feel its influence more powerfully than 
the inhabitants of the New World. The negro 
glows with all the warmth of defire natural to 
his climate ; and the moft uncultivated Afiatics 
difcover that fenfibility, which, from their fitua- 
tion on the globe, we fhould expett them to 
have felt. But the Americans are, in an amaz- 
ing degree, ftrangers to the force of this firft 
inftinft of nature. In every part of the New 
World the natives treat their women vidth cold- 
nefs and indifference. They are neither the 
objeds of that tender attachment which takes 
place in civilized fociety* nor of that ardent 
defire confpicuous among rude nations. Even 
in climates where this paffion ufually acquires 
its greateft vigour, the favage of America views 
vol. xi. f hit 
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book his female with difdain, as an animal of a lefs 
»- -y*..».» noble fpecies. He is at no pains to win her 
favour by the afliduity of cdurtftiip, and ftill 
lefs felicitous to preferve it by indulgence and 
gendenefs 8 . Miflionaries themfelves, notwith- 
ftanding the auftcrity of monadic ideas, cannot 
refrain from expreffihg their aftoniftiment at the 
difpaflionate coldnefs of the American yotmg 
liien in their intercourfe with the othet fex k . 
Nor is thw'referve to be afcribed to any opinion 
whith they entertain with refped to the merit 
af fetoale chaftity. That is an idea too refined 
for a favage, and fuggefted by a delicacy of 
fenftment and affe&ion to which he is a 
ftranger. 

Reflexions But in inquiries concerning either the bodily 

withreftiell . ... r , r 

ro thefe. or mental qualities of particular races of men, 
there is not a more common or more feducing 
error, than that of afcribing to a fingle caufe, 
thofe chara&eriftic peculiarities, which* are the 

£ Hennepin Moeura des Sauvages, 32, &c. Rochefort 
Hill, des Ifles Antilles, p. 461. Voyage de Coreal, ii. 
141. " Ramufio, iii. 309. F. Lozano Defer, del Gran 
Chaco,'7f. Falkner's Defer, of Patagon. p. 125. Let- 
ters dji P. .Cataqeo ap. Muratbri II Christian. JFelice, L 

h Chanyalon. p. 51. Lettr. Edif. torn. xxiy. 318^ 
Tertre, n. 377. Venegas, i. 81. Ribaa Hift. dc los 
TrJwrVif.>/il.- • : ....•■■•. 

■-:■■ effect 
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$ffe$ q( the combined operation of many caufes. book 
The climate and foil of America differ, in fo 
many refpetts, from thofe of the other hemi* 
fphere, and this difference is fo obvious and 
Arising, that philofophers of great eminence 
ha.ve laid hold on this as fafficient to account 
for what isi peculiar in the eonftitution of its in- 
habitants. They reft on phyfical caufes alone, 
and confider the feeble frame and languid defire 
of the Americans, as confequences of the tern-- 
perament of that portion of the globe which 
they occupy* But the influences of political 
and moral caufes ought not to have been over- 
looked. Thefe operate with no lefs effeft than 
that on which many philofophers reft as a full 
explanation of the Angular appearances which 
hav$ been mentioned. Wherever the ftate of 
fociety is fuch as to create many wants and 
defines, which cannot be fatisfied without regular 
exertions of induftry, the body accuftomed to 
labour becomes robuft and patient of fatigue* 
In a more fimple ftate, where the demands of 
men are fo few and fo moderate, that they may 
be gratified, almoft without any effort, by the 
fpontaneous produ&ions of nature, the powers 
of the body are not called forth, nor can they. 
attain their proper ftreftgth. The natives of 
Chili and of North- America, the two temperate 
regions in the New World, who live by hunt- 

* 2 ing, 
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book ing, may be deemed an aftive and vigorous 
race, when compared with the inhabitants of the 
ifles, or of thofe parts of the continent where 
hardly any labour is requifite to procure fub- 
fiftence. The exertions of a hunter are not, 
however, fo regular, or fo continued, as thofe 
of perfons employed in the culture of the 
earth, or in the various arts of civilized life^ 
and though his agility may be greater than 
theirs, his ftrength is on the whole inferior. 
If another direction were given to the aftive 
powers of man in the New World, and his 
force augmented by exercife, he might acquire 
a degree of vigour which he does not in his 
prefent ftate poffefs. The truth of this is con- 
firmed by experience. Wherever the Americans 
have been gradually accuftomed to hard labour, 
their conftitutions become robuft, and they have 
been found capable of performing fuch talks, 
as feemed not only to exceed the powers of fuch 
a feeble frame as has been deemed peculiar to 
their country, but to equal any effort of the 
natives, either of Africa or of Europe 1 . 

The fame reafoning will apply to what has 
been obferved concerning their flender demand 
for food. As a proof that this mould be 

1 Sec NOTE XIX. 

afcribed 
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afcribed as much to their extreme indolence, and book 

IV, 

often total want of occupation, as to any thing 
peculiar in the phyfical ftru&ure of their bodies, 
if has been obferved, tKat in thofe diftri&s, 
where the people of America are obliged tp 
ex&rt any unufual effort of adtivity, in order to 
procure fubfiftence, or wherever they are em- 
ployed in fevere labour, their appetite is not 
uiferior to that of other men, and, in fom.e 
places, it has ftruck obfervers as remarkably vor 



racious \ 



The operation of political and mojal caufes 
is ftill more confpieuous, in modifying the de- 
gree of attachment between the fexes. In a 
ftate of high civilization, this paffion, inflamed 
by reftraint, refined by delicacy, and cherifhed 
by fafhion, occupies and engroffes the heart. 
It is no longer a fimple iiiftinft of nature ; fen- 
timent heightens the ardour of defire, and the 
tnoft tender emotions of which pur frame is 
fufceptible, foothe and agitate the foul. This 
defcription, however, applies only to thofe, who* 
by their fituation, are exempted from the cares 
and labours of life. Among perfons of inferior 
order, who are doomed by their condition to 

k Qumilla, ii. 12. 7c. 247. kafitau, i. 515. Ovalle 
Church, ii. 81. Muratori, 1. 29 J. 

f 3 inceflant 
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fnceflant toil, the dominion of this paflioh is left 
violent; their folicitude to procure fubfiftence, 
and to provide for the firft demand of nature, 
leaves little leifure for attending to its fecond 
call. But if the nature of the intercourfe be- 
tween the fexes varies fo much in perfons of 
different rank in polifhed focieties, the condition 
of man, while he remains uncivilized, muft oc* 
cafion a variation ftill more apparent. We may 
well fuppofe, that amidft the hardfhips, the 
dangers, and the fimplicity of favage life, where 
fubfiftence is always precarious, and often fcanty, 
where men are almoft continually engaged in the 
■purfuit of their enemies, or in guarding againft 
their attacks, and where neither drefs nor referve 
are employed as arts of female allurement, that 
the attention of the Americans to their women 
would be extremely feeble, without imputing 
this folely to any phyfical defeft or degradation 
in their frame. 

It is accordingly obferved, that in thofe 
countries of America, where, from the fertility 
of the foil, the mildnefs of the climate, or fome 
farther advances which the natives have made 
in improvement, the means of fubfiftence 'are 
more abundant, and the hardfhips of favage life 
are lefs feverely felt, the animal paffion of the 
fexes becomes more arclent. Striking examples 

of 
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of this occur among fome tribes feated on the book 
banks of great rivers well flored with food, w -y ^ 
among others who are matters of hunting- 
grounds abounding fo much with game, that 
they have a regular and plentiful fupply of nou- 
ri&ment with little labour. The fuperior degree 
of fecurity and affluence which thefe tribes enjoy, 
is followed by their natural effefts. The paffions 
Implanted in the human frame by the hand of 
x nature acquire additional force ; new tafles and 
defires are formed ; the womerl, as they are 
more valued and admired, become more atten- 
tive to drefs and ornament ; the men, beginning 
to feel how much of their own happinefs de- 
pends upon them, no logger difdain the arts of 
winning their favour and affe&ion. The inter- 
courfe of the fexes becomes very different from 
that which takes place among their ruder coun- 
trymen ; and as hardly any reftraint is impofed 
on the gratification of defire, either by religion, 
or laws, or decency, the diflblution of their 
manners is exceffive l . , 

Notwithstanding the feeble make of the None of 
Americans, hardly any of them are deformed, formed?" 
or mutilated, or defective in afty of their fenfes. 
All travellers have been ftruck with this cir- 

% l Biet. 389. Charlev. iii, 423. Dumont Mem. fur 
Louifiane, i, 155. 

f 4 cumftance, 
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ctfmftance, and have celebrated the uniform^ 
fymmetry and perfe&ion of their external figure 
Some authors fearch for the caufe of this ap^ 
pearance in their phy fical condition. - A3 the 
parents are not exhaufted or over-fatigued with 
hard labour, they fuppofe that their children are 
born vigorous and found. They imagine, that 
in the liberty of favage life, the human body, 
naked and unconfined from its earlieft age, pre* 
ferves its natural form ; and that all its limbs 
and members acquire a jufter proportion, than 
when fettered with artificial reftraints, which 
(lint its growth' and diftort its (hape m . Some- 
thing, without doubt, may be afcribed to the 
operation of thefe caufes ; but the true reafons 
of this apparent advantage, which is common to 
all lavage nations, lie deeper, and ate clofdy 
interwoven with the nature and genius of that 
(late. The infancy of man is fo long and Jb 
helplefs, that it is extremely difficult to rear 
children among rude nations. Their means of 
fubfiflence are not only fcanty, but precarious. 
Such as live by hunting muft range over exten- 
five countries, and fhift often from place to 
place. The care of children, as well as every 
pther laborious talk, is devolved upon the' 
yromen. The diftreffes and hardfhips of the 

» Pifo, p. 6. • , 

lavage 
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£mge Kfe» which arc often fucb as can hardly ft oo % 
be fupported by perfons in full vigour, muft be 
fetal to thofe of more tender age. Afraid of 
undertaking a talk fo laborious* and of fuch, 
long duration, as that of rearing their offspring* 
the women, in fome parts of America, procure 
frequent abortions by the ufe of certain herbs, 
and extinguifh the fir ft fparks of that Ufe which 
they are unable to cherifh \ Senfible that only 
flout and well formed children have force of 
conftitution to ftruggle through fuch an hard 
infancy, other nations abandon or deftroy fuch 
of their progeny as appear feeble or defe&ive* 
*g unworthy of attention °. Even when they 
endeavour to rear all their children without 
diftinftion, fo great a proportion of the whole 
number perifhes under the rigorous treatment 
which muft be their lot in the favage ftate, that 
&w of tfrofe who laboured under any original 
frailty attain the age of manhood p . Thus, in 
poUfhed focieties, where the means of fubfiftence 
?are iecured with certainty, and acquired with 
cafe ; where the talents of the mind are often of 
pore importance than the powers of the body j 



■i 



■ EUitfs Voyage to Hudfon'* Bay* 198* £Jerrcra> 
dec. 7. lib. ix. c. 4. •• . " . ■> ...» 

Gumifla Hift. ii. 234. Techo's Hift. of Paraguay, 
fee. Churchill's Colled, vi. 108. 

P Creuxii Hift. Canad. p. 57. 

children 
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book' children are prefer vcd notwithftandmg their de- 
ti.---/- jr fe&s or deformity, and grow up to be ufeful 
citizens. In rude nations, fuch perfons are 
' either cut off as foon as they are born, or be- 
coming a burden to themfelves and to the 
community, cannot long protraft their lives. 
But in thofe provinces of the New World 
where, by the eftablifhment of the Europeans, 
more regular provision has been made for the 
fubfiftence of its inhabitants, and they are re- 
ftrained from laying violent hands on their 
children, the Americans are fo far from being 
eminent for any faperior perfe&ion in their 
form, that oile (hould rather fufpeft fome pecu- 
liar imbecility in the race, from the extraordi- 
nary number of individuals who are deformed, 
dwarfifh, mutilated, blind, or deaf q . 

uniformity How feeble foever the conftitution of the 
pearance?" Americans may be, it is remarkable, that there 
is lefs variety in the human form throughout 
the New World, than in the ancient continent. 
When Columbus and the other difcoverers firft 
vifited the different countries of America which 
lie within the torrid zone, they naturally ex- 
pected to find people of the fame complexion 
with thofe in the correfponding regions of the 

*i Voyage dc Ulloa, i. 232. 

other 
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fetHer hemifpherfc. To their amazement, how- fc o o k 
£ver, thev difcovered that America contained 
no negroes r ; and the caufe of this lingular 
appeiarance became as much the objedt of cm- 
Tiofity, as the fa£t itfelf was of wonder. In 
"What part or membrane of the body that hu- 
mour rdfides which tinges the complexion of 
the negro with a deep black, it is the buftnefe 
of anatomifts to inquire and defcribe. The 
powerful operation of heat appears manifeftly to 
be the caufe which produces this ftriking variety 
in the human fpecies. All Europe, a great 
part of Afia, and the temperate countries of 
Africa^ are inhabited by men of a white com- 
plexion. All the torrid zone in Africa, fome 
♦of the warmer regions adjacent to it, and fe- 
veral countries in Afia, are filled with people 
of a deep black colour. If we furvey the na- 
tions of our continent, making our progrefs 
from cold and temperate countries towards 
thofe parts which are expofed to the influence 
of vehement and unremitting heat, we fhall 
find, that the extreme whitenefs of their fkin 
footi begins to diminifli ; that its colour deepens 
gradually as we advance ; and after pafling 
through all the fucceffive gradations of fhade, 
terminates in an uniform unvarying black. But 

f P, Martyr, dec. p. 71. 
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in America, where the agency of heat is cheeked 
and abated by various caufes, which I have al- 
ready explained* the climate feems to be deftitute 
of that force which produces fuch wonderful 
effe&s on the human frame. The colour of the 
natives of the torrid zone in America, is hardly 
of a deeper hue than that of the people in the 
more temperate parts of their continent. Ac- 
curate obfervers, who had an opportunity of 
viewing the Americans in very different climates, 
and in provinces far removed from each other, 
have b$en ftruck with the amazing fimilarity of 
their figure and afpeft % 

But though the hand of Nature has deviated 
fo little from one ftandard in fafhioning the 
human form in America, the creation of fancy 
hath been various and extravagant. The fame 
fables that were current in the ancient conti- 
nent, have been revived with refpefl: to the New 
World, and America too has been peopled with 
human beings of monftrous and fantaftic ap- 
pearance. The inhabitants of certain provinces 
were defcribed to be pigmies of three feet high ; 
thofe of others to be giants of an enormous fize. 
Some travellers publifhed accounts of people 
-with only - one eye, others pretended to have 

, • Sec NOTE XX. 
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difcovered men without heads, whofe eyes and book 
mouths were planted in their breads. The va- 
riety of Nature in her productions is, indeed, 
fo great, that it is prefumptuous to fet bounds 
to her fertility, and to rejeft incBfcriminately .* 
every relation that does not perfectly accord 
with bur own limited obfervation and expe- 
rience. But the other extreme, of yielding a 
hafty aflent, on the flighted evidence, to what- 
ever has the appearance of being ftrange and 
marvellous, is ftill more unbecoming a philo- 
fophical inquirer, as, in every period, men are 
more apt to be betrayed into error, by their 
weaknefs in believing too much, than by their 
arrogance in believing too little. In proportion 
as fcience extends, and nature is examined with 
a "difcerning eye, the wonders which amufed 
ages of ignorance difappear. The tales of cre- 
dulous travellers concerning America are for- 
gotten ; the monfters which they defcribe have 
been fearched for in vain ; and thofe provinces 
where they pretend to have found inhabitants 
of lingular forms, are now known to be pof- 
feffed by people no wife different from the other 
Americans. 

Though thofe relations may, Without dif- 
cuflion, be rfcje&ed as fabulous, there are other 
accounts of varieties in the human fpecies in 

fome 
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fonie parts of the New World, which reft upqtt 
better evidence, and merit more attentive exa* 
roination. This variety has been particularly 
obferved in three different diftridts. The firfl 
of thefe is fituated in the ifthraus of Darien, 
near the centre of America. Lionel Wafer, 
a traveller poffeffed of more curiofity and in* 
teiligence than we fhould have expe&ed to find 
in an affociate of Buccaneers, discovered there a 
race of men few in number, but of a fingular 
make. They are of low ftature, according to 
his defcription, of a feeble frame, incapable of 
etfduring fatigue. Their colour is a dead milk 
white ; not refembling that of fair people among 
Europeans, but without any tin&ure of a blufh 
or fanguine complexion. Their fkin is covered 
with a fine hairy down of a chalky white, the 
hair of their heads, their eye-brows, and eye- 
lafhes, are of the fame hue. Their eyes are of 
a fingular form, and fo weak, that they can 
hardly bear the light of the fun ; but they fee 
clearly by moon-light, and are mofl active and 
gay in the night 1 . No race fimilar to this has 
been discovered in any other part of America. 
Cortes, indeed, found fome perfons exa&ly re- 
fembling the white people of Darien, among 
the rare and monftrous animals which Monte* 

* Wafer Defcript. of Ifth. ap. Dwpicr, iii. p. 346. * 
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ztnna had colle&ed ■. But as the power of the 
Mexican empire extended to the provinces bor- 
dering on the ifthrmis of Darien, they were pro- 
bably brought thence. Singular as the appear- 
ance of thofe people may be, they cannot be 
eonfidered as constituting a diftinft fpecies. 
Among the negroes of Africa, as well as the 
natives of the Indian iflands, nature fometimes 
produces a fmall number of individuals, with all 
the chara&eriftic features and qualities of the 
white people of Darien. The former are called 
Albinos by the Portuguefe, the latter Kackerlakes 
by the Dutch. In Darien the parents of thofe 
Whites are of the fame colour with the other 
natives of the country; and this obfervation 
applies equally to the anomalous progeny of th£ 
negroes and Indians. The fame mother who 
produces fome children of a colour that does 
not belong to the race, brings forth the reft 
with the completion peculiar to her country w . 
One conclufion may then be formed with refpeft 
to the' people defcribed by Wafer, the Albinos 
and the Kacker lakes ; they are a degenerated 
breed, not a feparate clafs of men ; and froni 
fome difeafe or defed: of their parents, the pe- 
culiar colour and debility which mark their 

" Cortes ap. Ramuf. iii. p. 241, E. 

w Margrav. Hift. Rer. Nat. Braf. lib. viii. c. 4. 
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book degradation are tranfmitted to them. As a de* 
cifive proof of this, it has been obferved, that 
neither the white people of Darien, nor the 
Albinos of Africa, propagate their race: their 
children are of the colour and temperament 
peculiar to the natives of their refpeftive coun- 
tries \ 

The fecond diftrift that is occupied by inha- 
bitants differing in appearance from the other 
people of America, is fituated in a high northern 
latitude, extending from the coaft of Labrador 
towards the pole, as far as the country is ha- 
bitable. The people fcattered oyer thofe dreary 
regions, are known to the Europeans by the 
name of Efquimanx. They themfelves, with 
that idea of their own fuperiority, which con- 
foles the rudeft and mod wretched nations, 
aflume the name of Kcralit or Men. They are 
of a middle fize, and robuft, with heads of a 
difproportioned bulk, and feet as remarkably 
ftnall. Their complexion, though fwarthy, by 
being continually expofed to the rigour of a 
cold climate, inclines to the European white, 
rather than to the copper colour of America, 
and the men have beards which are fometimes 

* Wafer, p. 348. Demand Hxft. de l'Afrique, \u 234. 
Recherch. Philof. fur les Amer. \l 1, &c. NOTE XXI. 
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bufhy and long 7 . Prom thefe marks, of dit book 
tin&ion, as well as from one ftill lefs equivocal, 
the affinity of their language to that of the 
Greenlanders, which I have already mentioned, 
we may conclude, with fome degree of con- 
fidence, that the Efquimaux are a race different 
from the reft of the Americans. 

We cannot decide with equal certainty con- 
cerning the inhabitants of the third diftritt, 
iituated at the fouthern extremity of America. 
Thefe are the famous Patagonians> who, during 
two centuries and a half, have afforded a fubjefl: 
of cpntroverfy to the learned, and an objefl: of 
wonder to the vulgar. They are fuppofed to 
be one of the wandering tribes, which occupy 
that vaft, but leaft known region of America, 
which extends from the river De la Plata to the 
Straits of Magellan. Their proper ftation is in 
that part of the interior country which lies on 
the banks of the river Negro j but in the hunt- 
ing feafon they often roam as far as the ftraits 
which feparate Tierra del Fuego from the main 
land. The firft accounts of this people were 
brought to Europe by the companions of Ma- 

y Ellis Voy. to Hudf. Bay, p. 131. 139. De la Po- 
therie, torn. i. p. 79. Wales Journ. of a Voy. to Churchill 
River. Phil. Tranf. vol. lx. 109. 

vol. ii. g gellan, 
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book gellan % who defcribed them as a gigantic ractf, 
above eight feet high, and of ftrength in pro- 
portion to their enormous fize. Among feveral 
tribes of animals, a difparity in bulk, as confi- 
derable, may be obferved. Some large breeds 
of horfes and dogs, exceed the more diminutive 
races in ftature and ftrength as far as the Pa- 
tagonian is fuppofed to rife above the ufual 
ftandard of the human body. But animals at- 
tain the higheft perfe&ion of their fpecies, only 
in mild climates, or where they find the mod 
nutritive food in greateft abundance. It is not 
then in the uncultivated wafte of the Magellanic 
regions, and among a tribe of improvident fa- 
vages, that we fhould expeft to find man, 
poffefling the higheft honours of his race, and 
diftinguifhed by a fuperiority of fize and vigour, 
far beyond what he has reached in any other 
part of the earth. The mod explicit and un- 
exceptionable evidence is requifite, in order to 
eftablifh a fad repugnant to thofe general prin- 
ciples and laws, which feem to affe£t the human 
frame in every other inftance, and to decide 
with refpeft to its nature and qualities. Such 
evidence has not hitherto been produced. 
Though feveral perfons, to whofe teftimony 

* Falkner's Defcription of Patagonia, p. 102. 
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great refpeft is due, have vifited this part of book 
America fince the time of Magellan, and have 
had interviews with the natives ; though fome 
have affirmed, that fuch as they faw were of 
gigantic ftature, and others have formed the 
feme conclufion from meafuring their footfteps, 
or from viewing the Ikeletons of their dead; 
yet their accounts vary from each other in fo 
many effential points, and are mingled with fo 
many circumftances manifeftly falfe or fabulous, 
as detract much from their credit. On the 
other hand, fome navigators, and thofe among 
the mod eminent of their order for difcernment 
and accuracy, have aflerted that the natives of 
Patagonia, with whom they had intercourfe, 
though ftout and well-made, are not of fuch 
extraordinary fize as to be diftinguiflied from 
the reft of the human fpecies \ The exiftence 
of this gigantic race of men feems, then, to be 
one of thofe points in natural hiftory, with re- 
fpeft to which a cautious inquirer will hefitate, 
and will chufe to fufpend his afTent until more 
complete evidence fhall decide, whether he 
ought to admit a faft, feemingly inconfiftent 
with what reafon and experience have difco- 
vered concerning the ftrufture and condition of 

* See NOTE XXII. 
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book man, in all the various fituations in which he 



IV. 



has been obferved. 



Their -Gate In order to form a complete idea with refpeft 
to the conftitution of the inhabitants of this and 
the other hemifphere, we fhould attend not only 
to the make and vigour of their bodies, but 
confider what degree of health they enjoy, and 
* to what period of longevity they ufually arrive. 
In the fimplicity of the favage ftate, when man 
is not oppreffed with labour, or enervated by 
luxury, or difquieted with care, we are apt to 
imagine that his life will flow on almoft un- 
troubled by difeafe or fufFering, until his days 
be terminated, in extreme old age, by the gra- 
dual decays of nature. We find, accordingly, 
among the Americans, as well as among other 
rude people, perfons, whofe decrepit and fliri- 
velled form feems to indicate an extraordinary 
I length of life. But as molt of them are unac- 
quainted with the art of numbering, and all of 
them as forgetful of what is paflr, as they are 
improvident for what is to come, it is impoffible 
to afcertain their age, with any degree of pre- 
cifion b . It is evident, that the period of their 
longevity mult vary confiderably, according to 

b Ulloa N6tic. Amcric. 323. Bancroft Nat. Hill, of 
Guiana, 334. 
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the diverfity of climates, and their different book 
mpdes of fubfiftence. They feem, however, to i_, - w - _j 
be everywhere exempt from many of the dif- 
tempers which afflift poliflied nations. None 
of the maladies, which dre the immediate off- 
fpring' of luxury, ever vifited them ; and they 
have no names in their languages by which to 
diftinguifh this aumerous train of adventitious 
evils. 

But, whatever be the fituation in which man Difrafcs. 
is placed, he is born to fuffer ; and his difeafes, 
in the favage ftate, though fewer in number, 
are, like thofe of the animals whom he nearly 
refembles in his mode of life, more violent, aind 
more fatal. If luxury engenders and nourifhes 
diftempers of one fpecies, the rigour and dif- 
treffes of favage life bring on thofe of another. 
As men, in this ftate ; are wonderfully impro- 
vident, and their means of fubfiftence preca- 
rious, they often pafs from extreme want to 
exuberant plenty, according to the viciflitudes 
of fortune in the chace, or in confequence of 
the various degree of abundance with which the 
earth affords to them its productions, in dif- 
ferent feafons. Their incbnfiderate gluttony in 
the one fituation, and their fevere abftinence in 
the other, are equally pernicious. For, though 
the human conftitution may be accuftomed by 

g 3 habit, 
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book habit, like that of animals of prey, to tolerate 
long famine, and then to gorge voracioufly, it 
is not a little affe&ed by fuch fudden and vio 
lent tranfitions. The ftrength and vigour of 
favages are, at fome feafons, impaired by what 
they fuffer from fcarcity of food ; at others they 
are affli&ed with diforders arifing from indi- 
geftion and a fuperfluity of grofs aliment. Thefe 
are fo common, that .they may be confidered as 
the unavoidable confequence of their mode of 
fubfifting, and cut off confiderable numbers in 
the prime of life. They are likewife extremely 
fubjeft to confumptions, to pleuritic, afthmatic, 
and paralytic diforders % brought on by the im- 
moderate hardflrips and fatigue which they en- 
dure in hunting and in war ; or owing to the 
inclemency of the feafons to which they are con- 
tinually expofed. In the favage ftate, hardlhips 
and fatigue violently affault the conftitution. la 
polilhed focieties, intemperance undermines it. 
It is not eafy to determine which of them ope- 
rates with mod fatal effeft, or tends mod to 
abridge human life. The influence of the 
former is certainly mod extenfive. The perni- 
cious confequences of luxury reach only a few 
members in any community; the diftreffes of 
favage life are felt by all. As far as I can 

c Charlev. N. Fr. iii. 364. Lafitau, ii. 360. De la 
Potherie, ii. 37* 
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judge, after very minute inquiry, the general B 00 k. 
period of human life is fhorter among favages, 
than in well-regulated and induftrious focieties. 

One dregdful malady, the fevereft fcourge 
with which, in this life, offended Heaven chaf- 
tens the indulgence of criminal defire, feems to 
have been peculiar to the Americans. By com- 
municating it to their conquerors, they have 
pot on}y amply avenged their owi* wrongs, but 
by adding this calamity fo thofe which formerly 
imbittered human life, they have, perhaps, more 
than counterbalanced all the benefits which Eu- 
rope has derived from the difcovery of the NeW 
World. This diftemper, from the country in 
which it firft raged, or from the people by 
whom it was fuppofed to have been fpread over 
Europe, has been fometimes called the Neapo- 
litan, and fometimes the French difeafe. At 
its firft appeara^te, the infeftion was fo malig- 
nant, its fymptoms fo violent, its operation fo 
rapid and fatal, as to baffle all the efforts of 
medical (kill. Aftonifhment and terror accom- 
panied this unknown affii&ion in its progrefs, 
and men began to dread the extin&ion of the 
human race by fuch a cruel vifitation. Expe- 
rience, and the ingenuity of phyficians, gra- 
dually difcovered remedies of fuch virtue as to 
cure or to mitigate the evil. During the courfe 

04 of 
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BOOK of two centuries and a half, its virulence feem* 

IV". 

t_ - w - _r to have abated confiderably. At length, in the 
fame manned with the leprofy, which raged in 
Europe for fome centuries, it may wafte its 
force and difappear ; and in fome happier age, 
this weftern infe&ion, like that from the Eaft, 
may be known only by defcription d . 

power and II. After confidering what appears to be 
their mind*, peculiar in the bodily conftitution of the Ame- 
ricans, our attention is naturally turned towards 
the powers and qualities of their minds. As the 
individual advances from the ignorance and im- 
becility of the infant ftate, to vigour and matu- 
rity of underftanding, fomething fimilar to this 
may be obferved in the progrefs of the fpecies. 
With refpeft to it, too, there is a period of in- 
fancy, during which feveral powers of the mind 
are not unfolded, and all are feeble and defeftive 
iri their operation. In the early ages of fociety, 
while the condition of man is fimple and rude, 
his reafon is but little exercifed, and his defires 
move within a very narrow fphere. Hence 
arife two remarkable charafteriftics of the hu- 
man mind in this ftate. Its intelleftual powers 
are extremely limited ; its emotions and efforts 
are few and languid. Both thefe diftinftions 

* Sec NOTE XXIIL 
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are confpicuous among the rudeft and mod un- book 
improved of the American tribes, and conftitute * -/.ji 
a ftriking part of their defcription. 

What, among poliflied nations, is called inteiieauai 

r i • r • r i • i t faculties ve- 

ipeculative reafoning or refearch, is altogether ry limited. 
unknown in the rude ftate of fociety, and never 
becomes the occupation or amufement of the 
human faculties, until man be fo far improved 
as to have fecured, with certainty, the means of 
fubfiftehce, as well as the poffeffion of leifure 
and tranquillity. The thoughts and attention 
of a favage are confined within the fmall circle 
of objefts, immediately conducive to his pro- 
fervation or enjoyment. Every thing beyond 
that, efcapes his obfervation, or is perfectly in- 
different to him. Like a mere animal, what is 
before his eyes interefts and affe&s him ; what 
is out of fight, or at a diftance, makes little 
impreffion c . There are feveral people in Ame- 
rica whofe limited underftandings feem not to 
be capable of forming an arrangement for fu- 
turity j neither their folicitude nor their fore- x 
light extend fo far. They follow blindly the 
impulfe of the appetite which they feel, but are 
entirely regardlefs of diftant confequences, and 
even of thofe removed in the lead degree from 

c UHoa Noticiaa Americ. 222. 

immediate 
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immediate apprehenfion. While they highly 
prize fuch things as ferve for prefent ufe, or 
minifter to prefent enjoyment, they fet no value 
upon thofe which are not the obje& of fome im- 
mediate want f . When, on the approach of the 
evening, a Caribbee feels himfelf difpofed to go 
to reft, no confideration will tempt him to fell 
his hammoc. But, in the morning, when he is 
fallying out to the bufmefs or paftime of the 
day, he will part with it for the flighted toy 
that catches his fancy s . At the clofe of winter, 
while the impreflion of what he has fufFered from 
the rigour of the climate is frefh in the mind of 
the North American, he fets himfelf with vigour 
to prepare materials for erefting a comfortable 
hut to proted him againft the inclemency of the 
fucceeding feafon ; but as foon as the weather 
becomes mild, he forgets what is paft, abandons 
his work, and never thinks of it more, until the 
return of cold compels him, when too late, to 
refume it h . 

• 

If in concerns the mod interefting, and feem* 
ingly the mod fimple, the reafon of man, while 

f Venegas Hift. of Calif, i. 66. Supp. Church. ColL 
v. 693. Borde Defer, des Caraibes, p. 16. Ellis Voy. 
194. 

s Labat Voyages, ii. 114, 115. Tertre, ii. 385. 
* Adair's Hift. of Amer. Indians, 417. 
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rude and. deftitute of culture, differs fo little book 

iv. 
from the thoughtlefs levity of children, or the 

improvident inftinfl: of animals, its exertions in 
other directions cannot be very confiderable. 
The objefts towards which reafon turns, and 
the difquifitions in which it engages, mull de- 
pend upon the ftate in which man is placed, 
and are fuggefted by his neceffities and defires# 
Difquifitions, which appear the moft neceflary 
and important to men in one ftate of fociety, 
never occur to thofe in another. Among ci- 
vilized nations, arithmetic, or the art of num«» 
bering, is deemed an effential and elementary 
fcience, and* in our continent, the invention and 
yfe of it reaches back .to a period fo remote as is 
beyond the knowledge of hiftory. But among 
favages, who have no property to eftimate, ho 
hoarded treafures to count, no variety of 9b- 
jefts or multiplicity of ideas to enumerate, arith- 
metic is a fuperfluous ai^d ufelefs art. Accord- 
ingly, among fome tribes in America it feems 
to be quite unknown. There are many who 
cannot reckon farther than three ; and have no 
denomination to diftinguifli any number above 
it 1 . Several can proceed as far as ten, others 
to twenty. When they would convey ari idea 

* Condam. p. 67. Stadius ap. de Biy, ix. i28# Lery. 
ibid. 251. Biet. 362. Lettr. Edif. 23. 314. 
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of any number beyond thefe, they point to the 
hair of their head, intimating that it is equal to 
them, or with wonder declare it to be fo great 
that it cannot be reckoned k . Not only the 
Americans, but all nations, while extremely 
rude, feem to be unacquainted with the art of 
computation '. As foon, however, as they ac- 
quire fuch acquaintance or connexion with a 
variety of obje&s, that there is frequent occa- 
Con to combine or divide them, their know- 
ledge of numbers increafes, fo that the ftate of 
this art among any people may be confidered 
as one ftandard, by which to eftimate the de- 
gree of their improvement. The Iroquois, in 
North America, as they are much more civilized 
than the rude inhabitants of Brafil, Paraguay, 
or Guiana, have likewife made greater advances 
in this refpeft; though even their arithmetic 
does not extend beyond a thoufand, as in their 
petty tranfaftions they have no occafion for any 
higher number 01 . The Cherokee, a lefs confi- 
derable nation on the fame continent, can reckon' 
only as far as a hundred, and to that extent have 

k Dumont Louif. i. 187. Hcrrera, dec. 1. lib. iii. 
c. 3. Biet. 396. Borde, 6. 

1 This is the cafe with the Greenlanders, Crantz. i. 225. 
. and with Kamchatkadales, M. PAbbe Chappe, iii. 17. 
m Charlev. Nouv. Franc, iii. 402. 
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names for , the feveral numbers ; the fmaller B 00 k 
tribes in their neighbourhood can rife no higher 1 *•* » -» 
than ten \ 

In other refpe&s, the exercife of the under- No abttraft 
Handing among rude nations is (till more li- 
mited. The firft ideas of every human being 
mud be fuch as he receives by the fenfes. But, 
in the mind of man, while in the lavage ftate, 
there feem to be hardly any ideas but what 
enter by this avenue. The obje&s around him 
are prefented to his eye. Such as may be fub- 
fervient to his ufe, or can gratify any of his ap- 
petites, attract his notice ; he views the reft with- 
out curiofity or attention. Satisfied with con- 
fidering them under that fimple mode, in which 
they appear to him, as feparate and detached, 
he neither combines them fo as to form g( 
claffes, nor contemplates their qualities 
from the fubje£t in which they inhere, nor be- 
ftows^a thought upon the operations of his own 
mind concerning them. Thus, he is unac- 
quainted with all the ideas which have been 
denominated univcrfal, or ab/lraft, or of re~ 
Jleftion. The range of his underftanding muft, 
of courfe, be very confined, and his reafoning 
powers be employed merely on, what is fenfible. 

n Adair's Hift. of Amer. Indians, 77. See NOTE 
XXIV. 

This 
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book This is fo remarkably the cafe with the rudef 
nations of America, that their languages (as we 
fhall afterwards find) have not a word to ex- 
prefs any thing but what is material or corpo- 
real. Time, /pace, fubjiance, and a thoufand 
other terms which reprefent abftraft and uni- 
verfal ideas, are altogether unknown to them °. 
A naked favage, cowering over the fire in his 
niiferable cabin, or ftretched under a few 
branches which afford him a temporary fhelter, 
has as little inclination as capacity for ufelefs 
fpeculation. His thoughts extend not beyond 
what relates to animal life ; and when they are 
not direfted towards fome of its concerns, his 
mind is totally ina&ive. In fituations where no 
extraordinary effort either of ingenuity or la- 
bour is requifite, in order to fatisfy the fimple 
ddfcftands of nature, the powers of the mind are 
fo feldom roufed to any exertion, that the ra- 
tional faculties continue almoft dormant and 
unexercifed. The numerous tribes fcattered 
over the rich plains of South-America, the in- 
habitants of fome of the iflands, and of feverat 
fertile regions on the continent, come under 
this defcription. Their vacant countenance, 
their flaring unexpreffive eye, their liftlefs in- 
attention, and total ignorance of fubje&s, which 

• Condam. p. 54. 

feem 
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feem to be the firft which fhould occupy the book 
thoughts of rational beings, made fuch im- 
prefGon upon the Spaniards, when they firft 
beheld thofe rude people, that they confidered 
them as animals of an inferior order, and could 
not believe that they belonged to the human 
fpecies p . It required the authority of a papal 
bull to countera£t this opinion, and to convince 
them that the Americans were capable of the 
functions, and entitled to the privileges of hu- 
manity 1 ^. Since that time, perfons more en* 
lightened and impartial than the difcoverers or 
conquerors of America, have had an opportu- 
nity of contemplating the moft favage of* its 
inhabitants, and they have been aftoniihed and 
humbled, with obferving how nearly man, in 
this condition, approaches to the brute creation* 
But in feverer climates, where fubfiftence can- 
not be procured with the fame eafe, where men 
muft unite more clofely, and a& with greater 
concert, neceffity calls forth their talents, and 
fharpens their invention, to that the inrelleftual 
powers are more exercifed and improved. The 
North-American tribes and the natives of Chili, 
who inhabit the temperate regions in the two 
great diftri&s of America, are people of culti- 
vated and enlarged underftandings, when viewed 

P Herrera, dec. 2. lib. 11. c. 15. 

* Torquem. Mon. lad. iii. 198. 

in 
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in companion with fome of thofe feated ia the 
iflands, or on .the banks of the Maragndn and 
Orinoco. Their occupations are more various, 
their fyftem pf policy, as well as of war, more 
complex, their arts more numerous. But, even 
among them, the intelle&ual powers are ex- 
tremely limited in their operations, and unlefs 
when turned dire&ly to thofe objefts which ia- 
tereft a favage, are held in no eftimation. Both 
the North- Americans and Chilefe^ when not en- 
gaged in fome of the fun&ions belonging to a 
warrior or hunter, loiter away their time in 
thoughtlefs indolence, unacquainted with any 
other fubjeQ: worthy of their attention, or ca- 
pable of occupying their minds'. If even 
among them, reafon is fo much circumfcribed 
in its exertions, and never arrives, in its higheft 
attainments, at the knowledge of thofe general 
principles and maxims, which ferve as the found- 
ation of fcience, we may conclude, that the 
intellectual powers of man in the favage ftate 
are deftitute of their proper objeft, and cannot 
acquire any confiderable degree of vigour and 
enlargement. 

Aaive cf- From the fame caufes, the a&ive efforts of 
mind tew the mind are few, and, on molt occafions, 

and Ian* 

guid. 

fc . 4 1 Lafitau, ii 3, 

; languid. 
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languid* If we examine into the motives which boor 
rouse men to a&ivity hi civilized life, and T j , t f 
prompt them to perfevere in fatiguing exertions 
of their ingenuity or ftrength, we (hall find that 
they arife chiefly from acquired wants and ap* 
petites. Thefe are numerous and importunate ; 
they keep the mind in perpetual agitation, and* 
kk order to gratify them, invention mud be 
always on the ftretch, and induftry mud be 
Inceflantly employed. But the defires of fimple 
nature are few, and where a favourable climate 
yields almoft fpontaneoufly what fuffices to gra- 
tify them, they fcarcely ftir the foul, or excite 
toy violent emotion. Hence the people of fe* 
Vera! tribes in America wafte their life in a 
liftlefs indolence. To be free from occupation, 
feems to be all the enjoyment towards which 
they afpire. They will continue whole days 
ftretched out in their hammocs, or feated on the 
earth, in perfect idlenefs, without changing their 
pofture, or railing their eyes from the ground, 
or uttering a fingle word \ 

Such is their averfion to labour, that neither improvi* 
the hope of future good, nor the apprehenfion 
of future evil, can furmount it. They appear 
equally indifferent to both, difcovering little 

* Boguer Voy. fu Fcrtu, 102. Bonk, 15. 

vol. 11. K jolicitude, 
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& o o k folicitude, and taking no precautions to avoid 
throne* or to fecu re the other. The cravings 
of hunger may roufe them ; but as they devour, 
with little diftin&ion, whatever will appeafe its 
Uiftindive demands, the exertions which thefe 
occafion are of fhort duration. Deftitute of 
ardour, as well as variety of delire, they feel not 

* 

the force of thofe powerful fpringa which giye 
vigour to the movements of the mind, and urge 
the patient hand of induflry to perfevere in its 
efforts. Man, in fome parts of America, api 
pears in a form fo rude, that we can difcover no 
tffefts of his a&ivity, and the principle of un» 
derftanding which fhould dired it, feems hardly 
to be unfolded. Like the other animals, he hat 
no fixed refidence ; he has ereded no habitation 
to ihelter him from the inclemency of the wea- 
ther; he has taken no meafures for fecimng 
certain fubfiftence ; he neither fows nor reaps ? 
but roams about as led in fearch of the plants 1 
and fruits which the earth brings forth in fuc*. 
ceflion ; and in queft of the game which he kilte' 
in the for efts, or of the fifli which he catches in 1 
the riversi 



all ihcfe. 



someva. This defcription^ however, applies only to: 
nfyea to fome tribes. Man cannot continue long in this 
{late of feeble and uninformed infancy. He 
was made for induftry and adion, and the 

: powers 
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£owm of his nature, as well as the neceffity ct . V& 9 •* 
h*r condition, urge him td fulfil his deftiny. 
Accordingly, among mod of the American na* 
lions* Specially thofe feated in rigorous climates] 
foaap efforts are employed, and fome previous 
precautions, are taken; for fecuring fabfiftence. 
The career of regular induftry is begun, and 
the- laborious arm has made the firft eflays of 
itf power* Still, however, the improvident and 
flothful genius of the favage ftate predominates; 
Even among thofe more improved tribes, labour 
is deemed ignominious and degrading. It i& 
only to work of a certain kind that a man will 
deign to put his hand. The greater part is de- 
volved entirely upon the women; One half of 
the eommiinity remains ina&ive; while the other 
is oppreffed with the multitude attd variety of 
its occupations* Thus their induftry is partial^ 
apod. the forefight which regulates it, is no lefs 
limited* A remarkable inftanee of this occurs 
in the chief arrangement with refpecl to their 
mariner of living. They depend, for their fub- 
fiftence, during one patt of the year* on fifhing j 
during another, on hunting ; during a third, on 
the produce of their agriculture. Though ex- 
perience has taught diem ta forefee the return 
of thofe various feafons, and to make fome prd% 
vifion for the refpe&ive exigencies of each, they 
% •• :f T : s a either 
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book either want fagacity to proportion, this provifiotl 
w-y,-. *j to their confumption, of are fo incapable of any 
command over their appetites, that, from their 
inconfiderate wafte, they often feel the calamities 
of famine as feverely as the rudeft of the favage 
tribes. What they fuffer one year does not 
augment their induftry, or render them more 
provident to prevent fimllar diftreffes*. This 
inconfiderate thought leflhefs about futurity, the 
effeft of ignorance and the caufe of floth, ac- 
companies and characterizes man in every ftage 
of favage life " ) and, by a capricious Angularity 
in his operations, he is then lead folicitous about 
fopplying his wants, when the means of fatisfy- 
ing them are mod precarious, and procured with 
the greateft difficulty w . 

Their focial III. After viewing the bodily confutation of 
the Americans, and contemplating the powers 
of their minds, we are led, in the natural order 
of inquiry, to confider them as united together 
in fociety. Hitherto our refearches have been 
confined to the operations of underloading 

« Charlev. N. Fr. lii. 338. Lettr. Edif. 33. 298. Dfc- 
fcript. of N. France, Oibora's CoUcS. K. 880. Dc b Po- 
thcrie, ii. 630 

u Bancroft's Nat. Hift. of Guiana, 326* 333. 

" See NOTE XXV. 

rcfpe&ing 
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refpe&ing themfelves, as individuals, now they book 
will extend to the degree of their fenfibility and w y^—» 
affe&ion towards their fpecies. 

The domeftic ft ate is the fir ft and moft Doneftfe 
Cmple form of human aflbeiation. The unioa 
of the fexes, among different animals, is of 
longer or fhorter duration in proportion to the 
e&e or difficulty of rearing their offspring. 
Among thofe tribes where the feafon of infancy 
is fliort, and the young foon acquire vigous or 
agility, no permanent union is formed. Nature 
commits the eart of training up the offspring 
to the mothe» alone, and her tendernefs, without 
any other aififtance, is equal to the tafk. But 
where the ftate of infancy is long and helplefs, 
and the joint afliduity of both parents i& requi- 
site in tending their feeble progeny, there a 
more intimate connexion takes place, and con- 
tinues until the purpofe of nature be accom- 
plifhed, and the new race grow up to full ma- 
turity. As the infancy of man is more feeble 
and helplefs than that of any other animal, and 
he is dependent, during a much longer period, 
on the care and forefight of his parents, the 
union between hufband and wife came early to 
be confidered, not only as a folemn, but as a 
permanent contraft. A general ftate of pro* 
inifcuoQS intercourfe between the fexes never 

. "R 3 . exifted 
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book exifted but in the imagination of poets/ In the 
infancy of fociety, when men, deftitute of arts 
and ipduftry, lead a hard precarious life, the 
. . rearing of their progeny demands the attention 
and efforts of both parents j and if their union 
had not been forqied and continued with this 
view, the race could not have been preferved. 
Accordingly, in America, even among the rudeft 
tribes, 3 regular union between hufband and 
wife was univerfa), and the rights of marriage 
were uniderftood and recognized. In thofe dif- 
tri&s where fubiiftence was fcanty, and the 
difficulty of maintaining a family was great, the 
man confined himfelf to one wife* In warmer 
and mpre fertile provinces, the facility of pror 
curing food concurred with the influence of 
climate, in inducing the inhabitants to increafe 
the number of their wives \ In fome countries, 
(he marriage union fubfifted during life; in 
others, the impatience of the Americans under 
reftraint of any fpecies, together with their na T 
tural levity and caprice, prompted them to dif«. 
folve it on very flight pretexts, and often without 

^Signing any caufe r . 

1 

s Lettr. Edif. $3. 318. Lafitau Maura, i. 554. Lcry 
ap. de Bry, Jii. 234. Journal de Grillct et Bechamel, p.B8. 

* Lafitau, i. 580. Joutel Journ. Hiftor. 345. Loeano 
pefc del Gran Chaco, 70. ' Hennepin Mceun de» 5au* 
y«gea, p. 30. 33. 

But 



V 



HISTORY OF AMERICA.* I03 

But m whatever light the Americans 'confo * o o k 
tiered the obligation of this contraft, either as w - v -j 
perpetual, or only as temporary, the condition J^^n. 
of Women was equally humiliating and mifera* 
bfe. Whether man has been improved by the 
' progrefs of arts and civilization in fociety, is a 
queftibh, which, in the wantonnefs of difputa- 
tfon, has been agitated among philofophers. 
That women are indebted to the ■ refinements of 
polHhed manners for a happy change in 1 their 
ftate, is a point which can "admit of no defabt. 
To defpife and to degrade the female ft*',' : is 
the chara&eriftic of the favage ftate ifl 'irrfery 
part of the' globe. Man, proud of excelling in 
strength and in courage, the chief marks of 
pre-eminence among rude people, treats woman, 
as an inferior, with difdain. The Americans, 
perhaps from that coldnefs and Infenfibility 
which has been confidered as, peculiar to their 
cbhftitfttion, add negleft and harfhrtefs to con- 
tempt. * The moft intelligent travellers have 
been ftruck with this inattention of the Ame- 
ricans to their women. It is not, as I have 
already obferved, by a ftudied difpiay* of ten- 
dernefs and attachment, that the American en- 
deavours to gain the hea^t of the wo ma p. whom . 
he wiflies to marry. Marriage itlelf, inftead of 
being aft union of affeftion and interefts between 

p 4 equals, 
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book equate, become*, among them, the unnatural 
conjun&ion of a mafter with his Have. It is 
the obfervation of an author, whofe opinions 
are defervedly of great weight, that wherever 
wWes are purchafed, their condition is extremely 
deprefled 2 . They become the property and the 
flaves of thofe who buy them* In whatever 
part of the globe this cuftom prevails, the ob* 
fervation holds* In countries where refinement 
has made fome progrefc, women, when pur* 
chafed, are excluded from fociety, {hut up itt 
fequeftered apartments, and kept under the vi* 
gilant guard of their matters. In ruder nations, 
they are degraded to the meaneft funftions* 
Among many people of America, the. marriage- 
contract is properly a purchafe. The man buys 
his wife of her parents. Though unacquainted 
with the ufe of money, or with fuch commercial 
tranfa&ions as take place in more improved 
fociety, he knows how to give an equivalent 
for any objeft Which he defires to poflefi. la 
fome places, the fukor devotes his fervice for a 
certain time to the parents of the maid whom 
he courts; in others, he hunts for them oeca* 
fionally, or affifts in cultivating their fields,, and 
forming their canoes j in others, he offers pre* 

» Sketchy *f Hift. of Man* L 18* ' , 

fonts 
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feat»«f iuch things as are deemed mo& valuer* fro o «j 
bie en account of their ufefulnefs or- rarity V 
In return for thefe, he receives his wife; and- 
this -eircumftance, added to the low eftimatic% 
of women among favages, leads him to confides 
h*r as a female fervant whom he has purchafed^ 
and whom he has a title to treat as an inferior*: 
la all unpolifhed nations, it is true, the funftiom 
in domeftic ceconomy, which fall naturally tot 
the fliare of women, are fo many, that they asei 
fctbje&ed to hard labour, and muft bear more 
than their full portion of the common burdens 
But in America their condition is fo peculiarly, 
grievous, and their depreffion fo complete, that 
fervitude is a name too mild to defcribe their 
wretched ftate. A wife, among moft tribes, is 
no better than a bead of burden, cteftmed to 
every office of labour and fatigue* While the 
men loiter out the day in floth, or fpend it in 
anmfement, the women are condemned to -in* 
ceffant toil. Talks are impofed upon them 
without pity, and fervices are received without 
complacence or gratitude V Every circumftance 
reminds women of this mortifying inferiority* 

a Lafitau Mceurs, &c. 1. $6q> &c. Chajlev. iff. 285, 
#rc. *■ rierraw, dec. 4. lib. iv f c. 7. Duiilont, ii. 15& 

b Tertre, ii. 382. Borde Relet, des Mceurs des Ca- 
wubes, p f 2i« Biet. 3J7* Cotifatwne, p. nS. Fermin. 
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book They muft approach their lords with reverence ; 

iJ '- | * » they mull regard them as more exalted beings, 
and are not permitted to eat in their prefence c . 
There are diftri&s in America where this domi- 
nion is fo grievous, and fo fenfibly felt, that 
- fome women, in a wild emotion of maternal 
tendernefs, have deftroyed their female children 
in their infancy, in order to deliver them from 
tfeat intolerable bondage to which they knew 
they were doomed d . Thus the firft inftitution 
of focial life is perverted. That date of domeflic 
jiaion towards which nature leads the human 
fpecies, in order to foften the heart to gentle- 
fiefs and humanity, is rendered fo unequal, 
as to eftablifh a cruel diftin&ion between the 
fexes, which forms the one to be harfh and 
unfeeling, and humbles the other to feryility 
and fubje&ion. 

Their wo. It is owing, perhaps, in fome meafure, to 
prdific . 1 this (late of depreffion, that women in rud? 
nations are far frojn being prolific % The vi- 
gour of their conftitution is exhaufted by ex- 
ceflive fatigue, and the wants and diftreffes of 
favage life are fo numerous, a$/to force them 

c Gumilla, 1. 153. Barrcre, 164. LabafcVoy. 5. 78. 
Chanvalon, 51. Tertre, 11. 300. 

d Gumilla, 11. 233. 238. Hcrrera, dec. 7. lib. ix. c. 4. 

e Lafitau, i. 590. Charlevoix, ill 304. 

to 
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to take various precautions in order to prevent book 
tod rapid an increafe of thdbr progeny. : Among 
wandering tribes, or fuch as depend chiefly 
Vpoh hunting for fubfiftence, the mother can- 
not attempt to rear a fecond child, until the 
firft has attained fuch, a degree of vigour as to- 
be in fome meaiure independent of her cafe* 
From this motive it is the univerfai pra&ice of 
the American women to fuckle their children, 
during feverjd year$ f ; and as they feldom marry 
early, the period of their fertility is over, before 
they can finifh the long but neceffary attendance 
ppon two or three children 5 . Among fome x>f 
the leaft polifhed tribes, whofe induftry and 
forefight do not extend fo far as to make any 
regular provifion for their own fubfiftence, it 
}s a maxim not to burden themfelves with rear- 
ing more than two children h ; and no fuch 
numerous families, as are frequent in civilized 
focieties, are to be found among men in the 
Javage ftate 1 . When twins -afire born, one of 
fhem commonly is abandoned, becaufe the mo- 

J Herrera, dec. 6. lib.\i. c. 4. 

* Charlev. iit. 303. Dumont Mem fur Louhlane, II. 
270* Denys Hift. Natur. de P.imerique, &c. ii. 365* 
Charlev. Hift. de Parag ii 422. 

* Techa'a Account of Paraguay, &c. Church. Colk# # 
yi. 108. Lett. Edif. 24. 200. Lozano Defer. 9$. 

? Maccleur^8 Journal, 63. *» 
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B ooR thpr. is not equal to the talk of rearing both \ 
" » When a mother dies while flie is nurfing a child, 
all hope of preferving its life fails, and it is bu- 
ried together with her in the fame glare '• As 
die parents are frequently expofed to want by 
their own improvident indolence, the difficulty 
of fuftaining their children becomes fo great, 
that it is not uncommon to abandon or deftroy 
them m . . Thus their experience of the difficulty 
of training up an infant to maturity, amidft the 
bardfhips of lavage life, often ftifles the voice of 
nature among the Americans, and fupprefies the 
itrong emotions of parental tendernefs. 

parental af- But, though neceffity compels the inhabitants 
*iiai duty, of America thus to fet bounds to the increafe of 
their families, they are not deficient in affe&ion 
and attachment to their offspring. They feel 
the power of this inftinft in its full force, and 
as long as their progeny continue feeble and 
helplefs, no people exceed them in tendernefs 
and care n . But in rqde nations, the dependence 
of children upon their parents is of fhorter con- 

k Lett. Edif. x. 2co. See NOTE XXVl. 

1 Charley. lii. 368. Lett. Edif. x. 200. P. Melclu 
Hernandez Memor. de Cheriqui. Colbert. Collect Orig. 
Pap. i. 

m Venega's Hift. of Californ. i. fta. 
" Gumilla, i. 311. Biet. 593. 

tinuance 
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tinuance than in polifhed focietles. When iSfe book 
miift be trained to the various functions of civil 
life by previous difcipline and education, when 
the knowledge of abftrufe fciences mud be 
taught^ and dexterity in intricate arts mud be 
acquired, before a young man is prepared to 
begin his career of a&ion, the attentive feelings 
of a parent are not confined to the years of in* 
fancy, but extend to what is more remote, the 
eftablifliment of his child in the world, " Even 
then, his folicitude does not terminate. His 
protettion may ftill be requifite, and his wifdom 
and experience ftill prove ufeful guides. Thus 
a permanent connexion is formed j parental 
tenderness is exercifed, and filial refpe& re- 
turned, throughout the whole courfe of life* 
But in the fimplicity of the favage ftate, the 
affe&ion of parents, like the inftin&ive fondnefs 
of animals, ceafes almoft entirely as foon as their 
offspring attain maturity. Little inftruttion fits 
them for that mode of life to which they are 
deftined. The parents, 'as if their duty were 
accomplifhed, when they have conduced their 
children through the helplefs years of infancy, 
leave them afterwards at entire liberty. Even 
in theu^ender age, they feidom advife or admo- 
nifh, they never chide or chaftife them. They 
fuffer them to be abfolute mailers of their own 

attions. 
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book a&ions°. In an American hut, a father, * 
mother, and their pofterity, live together like 
perfons aflembled by accident, without feetaing 
to feel the obligation of the duties mutually 
arifing from this 1 connexion p . As filial love is 
not cherifhed by the continuance of attention 
or good offices, the recolle&ion of benefits re* 
ceived in early infancy is too faint to excite ife 
Confcious of their own liberty, and impatient of 
reftraint, the youth of America are accuftotaed 
to aft as it they were totally independent. Their 
parents are not objects of greater regard than 
other perfons. They treat them always with 
neglect, and often with fuch harfhnefs and in* 
folence, as to fill thofe who have been witnefles 
of their conduit with horror q . Thus the ideas 
which feem to be natural to man in his favage 
fiate, as they refult neceflarily from his circum* 
fiances and condition in that period of his pro* 
grefs, affeft the two capital relations in domeftie 
life. They render the union between hufband 

° Charlcv. hi. 272. Biet. 390. Gumilla, i. 212. La* 
fitau, i. 602. Creuxii Hift. Can ad. p. Ji. Fernandez^ 
Relac. Hift. de Ios Chequit. 33. 

P Charlcv. Hift. N. Fr. Hi. 273* 

1 Gumilla, i. 212. Tertre, ii. 3764 Charier. Hift. df 
N. France, iii. 309. Charlcv. Hid. de Parage 1. 115, 
Lozano, Dtfcript. del Cfran Chaco, p. 58. 106, lot 4 
Fernand. ftefec. Hiftor. de los Chequit. 426. 

and 
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and wife unequal. They fhorten the duration* B && k 
and weaken the force, of the connexion between <, . v j 
parents and children. 

. IV. From the domeftic ftatq of the Amen* Political in. 

iiitucioiUa 

cans, the tranfition to the confideration of their 
civil government and political in ft i tut ions is na» 
tural. In every enquiry concerning the ope* 
rations of men when united together in fociety, 
the firft object of attention (hould be their mode 
of fubfiftence. Accordingly as that varies, their * 
laws and policy muft be different. The infti- 
tution failed to the ideas and exigencies of 
tribes, which fubfift chiefly by fitting or huntings 
and which have as yet acquired but an imperfeft 
conception of any fpecies of property, will be 
much more fimple than thofe which mud take 
place when the earth is cultivated with regular 
induftry, and a right of property not only in its 
produ&ions, but in the foil itfelf, is completely 
ascertained. 

All the pepple of America, now under re- Mode of 
view, belong to the former clafs. But though u * <nce * 
they may all be comprehended under the ge- 
neral denomination of favage, the advances 
which they Jhad made in the art of procuring 
to themfelves a certain and plentiful fubfiftence, 
were very unequal. On the extenfive plains of 
' l South- 
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book South- America* man appears in one of the 
v-,- v " _r rudeft dates in which he has been ever Ob* 
ferved, or, perhaps, can exift. Several tribes 
depend entirely upon the bounty of nature for 
fubfiftence. They difcover no folicitude, they 
employ little forefight, they fcarcely exert any 
faiduftry, to fecure what is neceffary for their 
fupport. The Tapayers of Brafil* the Guaxero* 
of Tierra Firme, the Caiguas, the Moxos> and 
feveral other people of Paraguay, are unac* 
quainted with every fpecies of cultivation. They 
neither fow nor plant. Even the culture of the 
manioc, of whteh caffada bread is made, is an 
art too intricate for their ingenuity, or too fa- 
tiguing to their indolence. The roots which 
the earth produces fpontaneoufly, the fruits* the 
berries, and the feeds, which they gather in the 
woods, together with lizards and other reptiles, 
which multiply amazingly with the heat of the 
climate in a fat foil, moiftened by frequent rains, 
fupply them with food during fome part of the 
By filing, year r . At other times they fubfift by fifhing j 
and nature feems to haye indulged the lazinefs 
of the South- American tribes by the liberality 

' Nieuhoff. Hift. of Brafil. Church. Coll. £.134. Si- 
moo, Conquifta dc Tierra Firme, p. 166. T*cho 9 Aocoont 
of Paraguay, Sec. Church. vi. 78. Lettr. Edif. sj. 384. 
10. 190. Lozano, Defcnp. del Gran Chaco, p. 8i. Bi- 
bas, Hiftor. de lot Triumfoa, &c. p. 7. 

with 
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with which flie minifters, in this way, to their book 
wants. The vaft rivers of that region in Ame- 
rica abound with an infinite variety of the mod 
delicate fifh. The lakes and marfhes . formed 
by the annual overflowing of the waters, are 
fitted with all the different fpecies, where they 
remain (but up, as in natural refervoirs, for the 
ufe of the inhabitants; They fwarm in fuch 
ihoals, that in fome places they are catched 
without art or induftry *. In others, the natives 
have difcovered a method of infe&ing the water 
with the juke of certain plants, by which the 
fifli are fo intoxicated, that they float on the 
furface, and are taken with the hand \ Some 
tribes have ingenuity enough to preferve them 
without felt, by drying or fmoking thfem upon 
hurdles over a flow fire u . The prolific quality 
of die rivers in South- America induces many of 
the natives to'refoit to their banks, and to de- 
pend almcrft entirely for nourifh merit on what 
their waters fupply with fuch profufion*. In 
this part of the globe, hunting feems not to have 
been the firfl employment of men, or the firftr 
effort of their invention and labour to 6btain 
food. They were fifhers before they became 

• See NOTE XXVII. « See NOTE XXVIII. 

U Condam. 159. Gumilla, 11. 37. Lettr. EctfF. 14. 
199. 23. 328. Actigna, Relat. de la RW. des Amaz. 1 38. 

w Barrere, Relat. dc Fr. £quin. p. 155. 

vol. 11. i hunters ; 
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book hunters ; and as the occupations of the former 
i, -y-. _j do not call for equal exertions of a&vity, or 
talents, with thofe of the latter, people in that 
ftate appear to pofiefs neither the fame degree 
of enterprife nor of ingenuity. The petty na- 
tions, adjacent to the Maragnon and Orinoco, 
are manifeftly the mod ina&ivc and lead intelli- 
gent of all the Americans. 

By hunting. None but tribes contiguous to great rivers 
can fuftain themfelves in this manner. The 
greater part of the American nations, difperfed 
over the forefts with which their country is co- 
vered, do not procure fubfiftence with the fame 
facility. For although thefe forefts, efpecially 
in the fouthem continent of America, are ftored 
plentifully with game 1 , confiderable efforts of 
activity and ingenuity are requifite in purfuit of 
it. Neceffity incited the natives to the one, and 
taught them the other. Hunting became thek 
principal occupation; and as it called forth 
Itrenuous exertions of courage, of force, and. 
of invention, it was deemed no lefs honourable 
than neceffary. This occupation was peculiar 
to. the men. They were trained to it from their 
earlicft youth* A bold and dextrous hunter 
ranked next in fame to the diftinguifhed warrior, 

* P. Martyr, Decad.. p. 324. Gumilla, ii. 4, &c.' 

Acugna, i. 156. y ■ 

and 
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and an alliance with the former is often courted boo k 

IV. 

in preference to one with the latter y . * Hardly 
any device, which the ingenuity of man has 
difcovered for enfnaring or deft roying wild ani- 
mals, was unknown to the Americans. -While 
engaged in this favourite exercife, they (hake off 
the indolence peculiar to their nature, the latent 
powers and vigour of their minds are roufed, 
and they become a£tive, perfevering, and inde- 
fatigable. Their fagacity in finding their prey, 
and their addrefs in killing it, are equal. Their 
reafon and their fenfes being conftantly direfted 
towards this one objeft, the former difplays 
foch fertility of invention, and the latter acquire 
fuch a degree of acutenefs, as appear 'almoft in- 
credible. They difcern the footfteps of a wild 
beaft, which efcape every other eye, and can 
follow them with certainty through the pathlefs 
foreft. If they attack their game openly, their 
arrow feldom errs from the mark * ; if they en- 
deavour to circumvent it by art,' it is almoft 
impoffible to avoid their toils. Among feveral 
tribes^ thfcir young men were not permitted to 
marry, until they had given fuch probfs of their 
(kill in huhting as put it beyond doubt thiat they 
were capable of providing for a family. Thar 

y Charlev. Hiftoire de la N. France, iii. 115. 
* Bict. Voy. <k France Equan. 357. Davies* Difcov. 
of the River of Amaz. Purchaf. iv. p. H87. 

. 12 ingenuity, 
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B °iv. K ^Pg^^y* always on the ftretch, and {harpcned 
by emulation, as well as neceflity, baa (truck 
out many inventions, which greatly facilitate 
fuccefe in the chafe. The moil Angular of thefe 
is the difcovery of a poifon in which they dip 
the arrows employed in hunting. The flighteft 
wound with thofe envenomed fhafts i& mortal. 
If they, only pierce the flrin, the blood- fixes and 
congeals in a moment, and the ftrongeft animal 
falls motionkfs to the ground. Nor does this 
poifon, aotwithftanding its violence and fubtlety, 
mfeel the flefh of the animal which it kills. 
That may be eaten with perfect fafety, and 
retains its native relifh and qualities. All the 
nations fuuated upon the banks of the Maragnon 
and Orinoco are acquainted with this composi- 
tion, the chief ingredient in which is the juice 
extracted from the root of the curart, a fpecies 
of withe a . In other parts of America, . they 
employ the juice of the manchenille for the fame 
purpofe, and it operates with no lefs fatal ac- 
tivity. To people poffeffed of thofe fecrets,, the 
bow is a more deftru&ive weapon than the 
mufltet, and, in their fkilful hands* does great 
execution among the; birds and be&fts which 
abound in the forefls of America., 



a Gumilla, ii. i, &c. Con dam. 208. Rccherch. Phi- 
Jof. ii. 239. Bancroft's Nat. Hift. of Guiana, 28 1, &c. 

But 
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But the life of a hunter gradually leads man book 
to aftate more advanced. The chafe^ even u — *L-j 
where prey is abundant, and the dexterity of f^* 51 ^ 1 " 
the hunter much improved, affords but an un- 
-certain maintenance, and at fome feafons it 
mult be fufpended altogether. If a fatage 
trulls to his bow alone for food, he and his 
family will be often reduced to extreme dif- 
treTs b : Hardly any region of the earth fur- 
hifhes man fpontaneoufly with what his wants 
require. In the mildeft climates, and mcft fer- 
tile foils, his own induftry and forefight mufl 
be exerted, in fome degree, to fecure a regular 
fupply of food. Their experience of this fur- 
mounts the abhorrence of labour natural to 
favage nations, and compels them to have re- 
courfe to culture, as fubfidiary to hunting. In 
particular Situations, fome fmall tribes may fub- 
lift by fifhing, independent of any production 
* bf the earth, raifed by their own induftry. But 
throughout all America, we fcarcely meet with 
any fcation of hunters, which does not pra&ife 
fome fpecies of cultivation. 

The agriculture of the Americans, however, The various 
is neither extenfive nor laborious. As game [£f r S cuL 
and fifh are their principal food, all they aim turc * 

* See NOTE XXIX. 

13 at 

« 
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book at by cultivation, is to fupply any occafional 
defeft of thefe. In the fouthern continent of 
America, the natives confined their induftry to 
rearing a few plants, which, in a rich foil and 
warm climate, were eafily trained to maturity. 
The chief of thefe is Maize, well known in 
Europe by the name of Turkey or Indian wheat, 
a grain extremely prolific, of fimple culture, 
agreeable to the tafte, and affording a ftrong 
hearty nourifhment. The fecond is the Manioc, 
which grows to the fize of a large fhrub, or 
fmall tree, and produces roots fomewhat refem- 
bling parfhips. After carefully fqueezing out 
the juice, thefe roots are grated down to a fine 
powder, and formed into thin cakes, called 
Caffada bread, which, though infipid to the 
tafte, proves no contemptible food c . As the 
juice of the manioc is a deadly poifon, fome 
authors have celebrated the ingenuity of the 
Americans, in converting a noxious plant into 
wholefpme nourifhment. But it fhould rather 
be confidered as one of the defperate expedients 
for procuring fubfiftence, to which neceffity re- 
duces rude nations ; or, perhaps, men were led 
to the ufe of it by a progrefs, in which there 

c Sloane Hift. of Jam. In trod. p. *8. Labat, L 394. 
Acofta Hift. Ind. Occid. Natur. lib. ir. c. 17, Ulloa, 
i. 62. Aublet Mem. fur le Magnioc. Hift, des Plantes, 
torn, ii. p. 65, &c« 

is 
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is nothing marvellous. One fpecies of manioc book 
is altogether free of any poifonous quality, and 
njay be eaten without any preparation but that 
of roafting it in the embers. This, it is pro- 
bable^ was firft ufed by the Americans as food ; 
and neceffity having gradually taught them the 
art of feparating its pernicious juice from the 
other fpecies, they have by experience found it 
;fo be more prolific as well as more nouri(hing d . 
The third is the plantain, which though it rifes 
to the height of a tree, is of fuch quick growth, 
that in lefs than a year it rewards the induftry 
of the cultivator with its* fruit. This, when 
roafted, fupplies the place of bread, and is both 
palatable and nouri(hing e . The" fourth is the 
potatoe, whofe culture and qualities are too" well 
known to need any defcription. The fifth is 
pimento, a fmall tree, yielding a ftrong aromatic 
fpice. Thfc Americans, who, like other inha- 
bitants of warm climates, delight in whatever is 
Tiot and of poignant flavour, deem this feafoning 
a neceffary of life, and mingle it copidufly with 
every kind of food they take f . 

* Martyr, DccacL 30 f. Labat. 1. 411. Gumilla, if!. 
192. Machucha Milic. Indiana, 164. Sec NOTE XXX, 
« See NOTE XXXI. 
i Gumilla, Hi. 171. Acofta, lib. iv. q. 20. 

i 4 Such 
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Such are the various productions, 



were the chief objeft of culture among the 
hunting tribes on the continent of America; 
^nd with a moderate exertion of active and 
provident induftry, thefe might have yielded * 
full fupply to the wants of a numerous people 
But men, accuftomed to the free and vagrant 
life of hunters, are incapable of regular appli- 
cation to labour, and confider agriculture as a 
fecondary and inferior occupation. Accord? 
ingly, the provifion for fubfiftence, arifing from 
cultivation, was fo limited and fcanty among 
the Americans, that, upon any accidental failure 
of their ufual fuccefs in hunting, they were 
often reduced to extreme diftrefs. 

In the iflands, the mode of fubfifting was 
confiderably different. None of the large ani- 
mals which abound on the continent were 
known there. Only four fpecies of quadrupeds, 
befides a kind of fmall dumb dog, exifted in 
the iflands, the biggeft of which did not exceed 
the fize of a rabbit g . To hunt fixch diminutive 
prey, was an occupation which required no 
effort either of a&ivity or courage* The chief 
employment of a hunter in the ifles "was to kill 

s Ovicdo, lib. xii. in proem. 

birds, 
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birds, which on the continent are deemed ig- book 

rv. 
noble game, and left chiefly to the purfuh of ^- ■" - r 

boys h f This want of animals, as well as their 
peculiar fituation, led the iftanders to depend 
principally upon ftftnng for their fubfifteiice *. 
Their rivers, and the fea with which they arfc 
forrounded, fupplied them with this fpecies of 
$tod. At fome particular feafons, turtle, crabs, 
and other fhell-fifh, abounded in fuch numbers, 
that the natives could fuppbrt themfehres with 
£ facility in which their indolence delighted k . 
At other times, they ate lizards, and various x 

reptiles of odious forms *. To fifhing, the in- 
habitants of the iflands added fome degree of 
agriculture. Maize m , manioc, and other plants, 
were cultivated in the fame manner as on the 
continent. But all the fruits of their induftry, Their agri- 
together with what their foil and climate pro- toUed. vaT 
duced fpontaneoufly, afforded them but a fcanty 
maintenance. Though their demands for food 
were very fparing, they hardly raifed what was 
fufEcient for their own confumption. If a few 
Spaniards fettled in any diftrift, fuch a fmall 
addition of fupernutnerary mouths foon ex-? 

* Pvibas Hift. de los Triuifiph. p. 13. De lapothcne* 
ii. 33. iii. 20. 

1 Oviedo, lib. xiii, c. 1. Gomara, Hift. Gener. c. 28. 
k Gomara, Hift, Gcner. c. 9. Labat. ii. 221, &c. 
1 Oviedo, lib. xiii. c. $. » Sec NOTE XXXII. 

haufted 
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book haufted their fcanty (lores, and brought on a 
famine. 



Two caufcs Two circumflances, common to all the favage 
£crfea£n. nations of America, concurred ^with thofe which 
I have already mentioned, not only in rendering 
their agriculture imperfeft, but in circumfcrib- 
ing their power in all their operations* They 
had no tame animals; and they were unac- 
quainted with the ufeful metals. 

« 

The want In other parts of the globe, man, in his 
aoimSl rudefl ftate, appears as lord of the creation, 
giving law to various tribes of animals, which 
he has tamed and reduced to fubjedion. The 
Tartar follows his prey on the horfe which he 
has reared ; or tends his numerous herds, which 
furnifh him both with food and clothing : the 
Arab has rendered the camel docile, and avails 
himfelf of its perfevering ftrength : the Lap- 
lander has formed the rein-deer to be fubfervient 
to his will ; and even the people of Kamchatka 
have trained their dogs to labour. This com- 
mand over the inferior creatures is one of the 
nobleft prerogatives of 1 man, and among the 
greateft efforts of his wisdom and power. . With- 
out this, his dominion is incomplete. He is 
a monarch, who has no fubje&s; a matter, 
without fervants, and muft perform every ope- 

ration 
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Tation by the ftrength of his own arm. Such 
was the condition of all the rude nations in 
America. Their reafon was fo little improved, 
or, <their union fo incomplete, that they feeia 
not to have been confcious of the fuperiority 
of their nature, and fuffered all the animal 
creation to retain its liberty, without eftablifhing 
their own authority over any one fpecies. Moft 
of the animals, indeed, which have been ren- 
dered domeftic in our continent, do not exift 
in the New World ; but thofe peculiar to it are 
neither fo* fierce, nor fo formidable, as to have 
exempted them from fervitude. There are fome 
animals of the fame fpecies in both continents* 
But the rein-deer, which has been tamed and 
broken to the yoke in the one hemifphere, runs 
wild in the other. The bifon of America is 
manifeftly of the fame fpecies with the horned 
cattle of the other hemifphere". The latter, 
even among the rudefl: nations in our continent, 
have been rendered domeftic; and, in confe- 
quence of his dominion over them, man can 
accomplifh works of labour with greater facility, 
and has made a great addition to his means of 
fubfiftence. The inhabitants of many region^ 
of the New World, whfere the bifon abounds, 
might have derived the fame' advantages from 

* Buffbn, Artie, Bifon. ^. 

it. 
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book it. It is not of a nature fo indocile, but that 
k might have been trained to be as fubfervi^it 
to man as our cattle °. But a favage, in that 
uncultivated ftate whereia the Americas were 
difcovered, is the enemy of tfce otter animals, 
not their fuperior. He waftes and deftroys, 
but knows not how to multiply or to govern 
them p . 

This, perhaps, is the moil notable diftin&ioo 
between the inhabitants of the Ancient and 
New Worlds, and a high pre-eminence of ci* 
vilized men above fuch as continue rude. The 
greateft operations of man in changing and im- 
proving the face of nature, as well as his moll 
considerable efforts in cultivating the earth, 
are accomplished by means of the aid which 
he receives from the animals whom he has 
tamed and employs in labour. It is by their 

m 

ftrength that he fubdues the ftubborn foil, and 
converts the defert or marfh into a fruitful 
field. But man, in his civilized ftate, is fo ac- * 
cuftomed to the fervice of the domeftic animals, 
thac he feldom reflefts upon the vaft benefits 
which he derives from it. If we were to fuppofe 

* Nouv, Decouverte par Hennepin, p. 192. Kalm. 

i. 207. ' 

p Buffon Hift. Nat. ix. 85. Hift. Philof. et Polit. dcs 
Etabliffem. des Europ, dans lea deux Indes, vL 364. 

to 
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to him, even when mod improved, to be de- book 
prived of their ufeful miniftry, his empire over * ■- u m„_j 
nature muft in foroe meafure ceafe, and he 
would remain a feeble animal, at a lofs how to 
fybfift, and incapable of attempting fuch ar- 
duous undertakings as their affiftance enables 
him to execute with eafe. 

It is a doubtful point, whether the dominion wantoftht 

r r • i . i* ufeful me. 

or man over the animal creation, or his ao ois. 
quiring the ufe of metals, has contributed moft 
to extend his power. The sera of this im- 
portant difcovery is unknown, and in our he- 
mifphere very remote. It is only by tradition i 
or by digging up fome rude instruments of our* 
forefathers, th^t we learn that mankind were 
originally unacquainted with the ufe of metals, 
and endeavoured to fupply the want of them 
by employing flints, (hells, bones, and other 
hard fubftances, for the fame purppfes which 
metals ferve among poliflied nations. Nature 
completes the formation of fome metals. Gold, 
ftfver, and copper, are found in their perfe& 
(late in the clefts of rocks, in the (ides of moun- 
tains, or the channels of rivers. Thefe were 
accordingly the metyls fir ft known, and , fir ft 
applied to ufe. But iron, the moft ferviceable 
of all, and to .which man is moft -indebted, is s 

never difcovcflfcd in its perfe& form'} its grofs 

and 
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and ftubborn ore mull feel twice the force of 
fire, and go through two laborious procefles, 
before it become fit for ufe. Man was long 
acquainted with the other metals, before he 
acquired the art of fabricating iron, or attained 
fuch ingenuity as to perfect an invention, to 
which he is indebted for thofe inftrumenta 
wherewith he fubdues the earth, and commands 
all its inhabitants. But in this, as well as in 
many other refpe&s, the inferiority of the Ame- 
ricans was confpicuous. All the favage tribes* 
fcattered over the continent a^d iflands, were 
totally unacquainted with the metals which their 
foil produces in great abundance, if we except 
fome trifling quantity of gold, which they picked 
up in the torrents that defcended from their 
mountains, and formed into ornaments. Their 1 
devices to fupply this want of the ferviceable 
metals, were extremely rude and awkward. 
The moft fimple operation was to them an un- 
dertaking of immenfe difficulty and labour. To 
fell a tree with no other inftruments than 
hatchets of done, was employment for a month'. 
To form a canoe into ihape, and to hollow it, 
confumed years ; and it frequently began to rot 
before they were able to finifh it '• Their ope- 

* Gumilla, ili. 196. 

f Borde RclaU deaCaraibes, p. 22. 

rations 
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rations in agriculture were equally flow and n< *° K 
defective. In a country covered with woods of 
the hardeft timber, the clearing of a fmall field 
deftined for culture required the united efforts 
of a tribe, and was a work of much time and 
great toil. This was the bufinefs of the inert', 
and their indolence was fatisfied with perform- 
ing it in a very florenly manner. The labour' 
of cultivation was left to the women, whA^ 
after digging, or rather ftirring the field, with 
wooden mattocks, and flakes hardened in the 
fire, fowed or planted it ; but they were mbfe* 
indebted for the increafe to the fertility of the* 
foil* than to their own rude induftry \ 

Agriculture, even when the ftrength of 
man is feconded by that of the animals which 
he has fubje&ed to the yoke, and his power 
augmented by the ufe of the various inftru- 
ments with which the difcovery of metals has 
furnifhed him, is (till a work of great labour; 
and it is with the fweat of his brow that he 
renders the earth fertile. It is not wonderful, 
then* that people deftitute of both thefe advan- 
tages (hould have made fo little progrefs in 
cultivation, that they mult be confidered. ^is 
depending for fubfiftence on fifhing and hunt- 



ii tu 



* Gumilla,*ii. 16$ >&t. Lcfrtr. EdiE'xtf/io. 
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dred leagues have been made thorough unfa* 
habited plains and forefts x . As long as hunting 
continues to be the chief employment of man 
to which he trufts for fubfiftence, he can hardly 
be laid to have occupied the earth r « 

2. Nations which depend upon hunting 
are, in a great meafure, ftrangers to the idea, 
of property. As the animals on whid* the 
hunter feeds are not bred under his infpe&ion, 
nor nourished by his care, he can claim mf 
right to them, while they run wild in the foreft* 
Where game is fo plentiful that it may be 
catched with little trouble, men qever dream 
of appropriating what is of fmall value, or of 
eafy acquifition. Where it is fo rare, that the 
labour or danger of the chafe requires the united 
efforts of a tribe, or village, what is killed ts a 
common ftock, belonging equaUy to all, who, 
by their flull or their courage, have contributed 1 
to the fuccefs of the excurfion. The foreft* or 
hunting-grounds, are deemed the property q£ 
the tribe, from which it has a title to exclude 
every rival nation. But no individual arrogates 
a right to any diftrift of thefe, in preference to 

* M. Fabry, quoted by Buffon, iii. 486.. I*«&tu, ii. .. 
179. Boflu, Travels through Loui&ma^ L in. See 
NOTE XXXIII. ' : ' ■ 

x See NOTE XXXIV. . . ■ 

his 



hi* fellow-citizens. They belong aKkfr to all } B ^ K 
and thither, as to a general and undivided ftore, 
all repair m queft of fuftenance. The farng 
principles by which they regulate theiir chief 
occupation, extend to that which is fubordinate. 
£ven agriculture has not introduced among 
thetn a complete idea of pf operty. As the men 
htiht, the women labour together, and aftfef 
they have fhafred the toils of the feed-tinie, they 
enjoy the harveft in cortimon '. Atnong fome 
tribes, the mtreafe of their cultivated lands is 
depofited in a public granary, and divided among 
them at ftated times, according to their wants % 
Among others, though they lay up feparate 
fteres, they do not acquire fuch an exclufive 
i%ht of property^ that they can enjoy fuper^ 
Unity j, while thofe around them fuffer want** 
Thus the dUlindions arifing from the inequality 
of poffeffions are unknown. The terms rich or 
poor enter not into their language, and being 
ftranglrs to property, they are unacquainted 
'with "fafcat is the great objedt of laws and policy, 
a* ' well as the chief motive which induced 

* Dr. Fcrgufon's Effay, 125. 

• Gumilla, i. 365. Brickell, Hift. of N. Carol 3^7. 
See NOTE XXXV. 

b Denys, Hilt Natur. ii. 392, 393. 
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book rtiankintf to* eftablifh the various arrangements 
c. v—j of regular government c . 

Hi ? h fenfe o. People in this ftate retain a high fenfe of 

bf equality . »»rt i_ • j 

and mdc- equality and independence. Wherever the idea 
pen nee. ^ property is not eftablifhed, there can be no 
diftin&ion among men, but what arifes from 
perfonal qualities. Thefe can be confpicuous 
only on fuch occafions as call them forth into 
exertion. In times of danger, or in affairs of 
.intricacy, the wifdom and experience of age are 
confulted, and prefcribe the meafures which 
ought to be purfued. When a tribe of favages 
takes the field agaihft the enemies of thdr 
country, the warrior of moil approved courage 
leads the youth to the combat d . If they go 
forth in a body to the chafe, the moft expert 
and adventurous hunter is foremoft,and dxre&s 
their motions. But /during feafons of tranquillity 
and in aft ion, when there is no occafion to dif- 
play thofe talents, all pre-eminence ceafeS/TEftfy 
circumftance indicates that all the meitfbetfB : w 
the community are on a level. They zt6 &tk&td 
in the fame fimple garb. They feed on the 

c P. Martyr, Decad. p. 45'. Veneg. Hift. of Californ. 
i\ 66. Lcry, Navig. in Brafil, c. 17. 

d Acofta, Hift. lib. vi. c 19. Sradiua, Hift. BiafiU 
)iit. ii c. 13. Df Bry. iii. p. no. Biet. 361. 
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feme, pfeua fare. Their houfes and -furniture- B °.°. K 

:' .. ' ' \ ' : ■ IV. 

are exa&ly fimilar. No. diftin&iqn c^n arife ^ , -y^-* 
from the inequality of poffeffions. Whatever 
form&: dependence on o^ne part, or conftitutes . 
ftiperiozjity : on tfie other, is unknown, Ali#re 
freemen,, all. feel themfelves to be. fuel}, an4 
aflert with firmnefs the rights which belong ta. 
that .condition 6 . - This fenticnient of indepen* 
<Jence is irpprinted fp deeply in their natu-r^ 
that no change of condition can eradicate it, 
and bend their minds to Servitude. Accuftomed 
to be abfolute mailers of their own condvift, 
they dificjain to execute the orders of another $ 
and having never known controul, they will 
not fubmit to correction f . Many of the Ame- 
ricans, when they found that they yiere treated 
3$ flaves by the Spaniards, died of grief; many 
deftroyed themfelves in defpair *. 

« 

4. Among pepple in jhis ftate, . government senfeof 
can affurae little authority, and the fenfe of tk>» imper* 
civil fiibordination mud remain very ioiperfed. 
While the idea of property is. unknown, or in- 
completely conceived f. wh|le the fpontaneous 

e Labat. vi T 124. Brickell, Hift. of Carol. 310., 

f See NOTE XXXVI. . 

? Oviedo, lib, uk. c. 6. p. 97. Y e ga» Conquift. de la 
Florida, i. 30. ji. 41$. tabat. ii. 138.iT Benzo, Hill. Nov, 
Cfb. lib. iy. c. 25. 
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productions of the earth, as well as tb± fruitl Sf 
induftry* are confidered as belonging to the 
public flock, there can hardly be any fuch 
fubjett of difference or difcuffioii among the 
members of the fame community, as will re- 
quire the hand of authority to interpofe m 
order to adjuft it. Where the right of feparate 
and exclufive pofleflion is not introduced, the 
great objed of law and jurifdidion does not 
exill. When the members of a tribe are catted 
into the field, either to invade the territories of 
their enemies, or to repel their attacks, when 
they are engaged together in the toil and 
dangers of the chafe, they then perceive that 
they are part of a political body. They are 
confcious of their own connection with the 
companions in conjunction with whom they 
adt; and they follow and reverence fuch as 
excel in conduct and valour. But, during the 
intervals between fuch common efforts, they 
feem fcarcely to feel the ties of political xrrrioh \ 
No vifible form of government is eftabKfted. 
The names of magi/irate and fubje/I are not in 
ufe. Every one feems to enjoy his natural in- 
dependence almoft entire. If a fcheme of public 
utility be propofed, the members of the'Com* 

w / ... * 

h Lozario, Defer, del Gran Cliaco, 93. Melendrf£Tc* 
fqros Verdaderos, ii. 23 See NOTE XXXVII. 
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munky ire left at liberty to cfaufe whether they book 
triH* or will not affift in carrying it ittto v fcKfe- 
etrtibh. * No ftatute impofes any ferddf M r a 
"tfaty, tio corripulfory laws oblige item Ito^efr* 
f&nifr it. All their refolurions- are voldiftary, 
'and flow from the impulfe of their own mind? *• 
""TKfe firft ftep tbwards eftabiifcing a public jli- 
nftiiMon ha* not been taken in thofe rude 
fbcieties. The right of revenge is left in pfr. 
Vate hands k . If violence is committed, or blood 
is ilied, the community does not affhttb' the 
power either of inffifting or of moderating the 
puniftiment. It belongs to the family and friends 
of the perfbn injured or flain to avenge the 
Wrong, or to accept of the reparation offered by 
the aggreflbr. If the elders intetpofe, it is to 
advife, not to decide/ and it is feldoftt their 
counfels are liftened to; for as it is dedtfted 
pufillanihlous to fuffer an offender to escape 
with impunity, refehtment ,is implacable and 
everlafting ! . The object of government among 
favages is rafher foreign than ddmtfftic. They 
do not aim at maintaining interior order and 
police by public regulations, or the exertions 

1 Chatter* Hid. N. France, iii. a66. 268* 
k Herrcra.dec. 8, lib. iwc. 8. ,. ; t 

1 Charlev. Hift. N. France, iii. 271, 272. Lafit. i, 
jfifi. Caflanj, Hift. dc Nuevo Reyno de Granada. 726. 
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of any permanent authority, but labour to 
preferve fuch union among the members of 
their tribe, that they may watch the motions, 
of their enemies, and aft againft them with 
concert and vigour, 

To what Such was the form of political order eftav 

defections bliflied among the greater part of the American: 
*W *" nations. In this ftate were almoft all the tribes 
fpread over the provinces extending eaft ward of 
the Miffiffippi, from the mouth of the St. Lau- 
rence to the confines of Florida. In a fimilar 
condition were the people of Braiil, the in*' 
habitants of Chili, feveral tribes in Paraguay and 
Guiana, and in the countries which ftretch from 
the- mouth of the Orinoco to the peninfula of 
Yucatan, Among fuch an infinite number pf 
petty aflociations, there may be peculiarities 
which conftitute a diftinttion, and nark the 
various degrees of their civilization and improve- 
ment. But an attempt to trace and enumerate 
thefe would be vain, as they have not been ob* 
ferved by perfons capable of difcerning' the ttrf* 
pute and delicate circumftances which ferve ta 
difcriminate nations refembling one another ici 
their general chara&er and features* The 8e* 
fcription which I have given of the political 
Jnftitutions that took place among tfcofe ryde 



• t •": * 



M Vencgas, i.68.. Lettr v Edif. ii. 176^ T?cho ? J3$v 
of Parag. 'Chtirchittf' ?i. '78. liift. Gen. des voyages,' 
fir. j*. 

But 






HISTORY OF AMERICA!! 137 

tribes in America,, concerning which we hive book 
received mod complete information* will applyy 
with little variation, to e very people,: botbia 
its northern and fouthem diviik)n 5 who Jiav^ 
advanced no farther in civilization* tliaa to-aiii 
% fome flender degree of agriculture to fifhing and 
IjowiUngw • - :.*.•--::■••?: • 

? JtM^E|UFECT T a^ thofebfUtutions n^y appeal^ 
fevepi Jtrib.^s- were not fo f^r advpce^.in ij^£ 
P9litkal r prQgr^fs., Among sdl . .t^ofe^ jpfl^.- xjgjj. 
tipns which truftgd ibr.lubfiftence^eiitirely.ia, 
fifhing, and. hunting without any fpj?pe^o£.c^> 
tivatian, the union was fo incomplete* Mid theik 
fenfe of mutual dependence . fo.. feehle,- th^, 
hardly any appearance of government 9x0; d^j, 
can.be difcerned in their proceedings. ^Tjtopif 
wants are few, their objefts of puifuit fiiryrie^ 
they form imp feparate tribes, and a& together^ 
from inftinS, habit, or convenience rather th^a. 
from any formal concert and aflbciation. To 
this clafs belong the Californians, feveral of the 
(mall nations in theextenfive coumry of Para- 
guay, fome of the people on tfre banks pf the 
Orinoco, and on die river St. Magdalene, in th& 
pew kingdom $>f Grenada *V , . - , : , u 
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Some irre- 
gular ap- 
pearances. 



But though among thefe lafl>mentioned 
tribes there was hardly any fhadow of regular 
government, and even among thofe which I 
firft defcrtbed its atithority is flender and con- 
fined wkhin narrow bounds, there were, how* 
ever, fome places in America where government 
was carried far beyond the degree of perfeflion 
which feems natural to rude nations. In fur- 
teying the political operations of man, either in 
his favage or civilized (late, we clifcover lingular 
and eccentric inftitutiofis, which ftart as it were 
from their ftation, and fly off fo wide, } that we 
labour in vain to bring them within the general 
laws of any fyftem, or to account for them by 
thofe principles which influence other commu- 
nities in a fimilar fituation. Some inftances of 
this occur among thofe people of America, whom 
I have included under the common denomination 
of favage, Thefe are fo curious and important 
that I fhall defcribe them, and attempt to explain 
their origin. 



particularly l N the New World, as weH as in other parts 

in fome of . . 

the warmer or the globe, cold or temperate countries appear 

regions. ^ ^ ^ e favourite feat of freedom and frrde- 



* 



pendence. There the mind, like the body, is 
firm and vigorous. There men, confeious of 
their own dignity, and capable of tHe igreateft 
efforts in aflerting it, afpire to . independence, 

3 and 



HISTORY OF AMERICA. 



*# 



and their ftubborn fpirks ftoop with relu&ance book 
to the yoke of fervitude. In warmer climates, q , ^ -• j^ 
by whofe influence the whole frame is fo tm&ch 
enervated, that prefent pleafure is the fupreme 
felicity, and mere repofe is enjoyment, tnen 
acquiefce, almoft without a ftruggle, m the db- 
minion of a fuperior. Accordingly, if we pfb- 
eeed from north to fouth along the continent 'of 
America, We fhall find the power of thofe veft&I 
with authority gradually increafing, and tfce 
ipirit of the people becoming ipore tame and 
paffive. In Florida, the authority of the fa- 
dfrems, caziques, or chiefs, Was not only pet- * 
manent, but hereditary. They were diftingutfted 
by peculiar ornaments, they enjoyed prerogatives 
of various kinds, and were treated by their fub- 
jefts with that reverence which people accuf- 
tomed to fubieftion *pay to a mafter "• Among Among th« 

Natchez 

the Natchez, a powerful tribe now extinft, for* 
ftierty fituated on the banks of the Mifliffippi, a 
difference of rank took place, with which the 
northern tribes were altogether unacquainted. 
Some families were reputed noble, and enjoyed 
hereditary dignity. The body of the people 
was confidered as vile, and formed only for 

ft Cardenas y Cano Enfayo Chronol. a la Hift. de Florida, 
p. 46. Le Moyne de Morgues Icones Floridae. Ap. de 
Bry. p. 1. 4, #c. Charlev. Hift. N. France, ffi. 467, 
468. 

fubje&ion. 
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book, fubje&ion. This diftin&ion was marked by. 
appellations which intimated the high elevation 
of the one ftate, and the ignominious depreffion 
of t thd other. The former were called Refpeft<- 
able ; ,the latter, the Stinkards. ' The great 
Chief, in whom the fupreme authority was 
veiled, is reputed to be a being of fuperior nature, 
the brother of the Sun, the fole objeft of their 
worfhip. They approach this great Chief, with 
religious veneration, and honour him as the 
rpprefentative of their deity. His will is a law 
to which all fubmit with implicit obedience. 
The lives of his subjefts are fo absolutely at his 
difpofal, that if any one has incurred his dif- 
pleafure, the offender comes with profound humi- 
lity and offers him his head. Nor does the 
dominion of the Chiefs end with their lives j 
their principal officers, their favourite wives, 
together with many do medics of inferior rank, 
are facrificed at their tombs, that they may be 
attended in the next world by the same perfons 
who ferved them in this j and fuch is the reve- 
rence in which they are held, that thofe vidiins 
welcome death with exultation, deeming \l a 
recompence of their fidelity, and a ipark, of 
diftin&ion, to be feleded to .accompany their 
4*ceafed mafter % r Thus a . perfed defpotjfin, 

* 

°. Duxnont, Memoir. Hi(U fur Louifiane, u 17$, T4 Cfcarlev. 
Iiift.N* France, iii. 419, &c. Lettr. Edif. 20. 10$. 11*. 

with 
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with its fulLtrain of fuperftition, arrogance, and 
chrehy, is eftablifhed among the Natchez, and 
by a lingular fatality, that people has tafted of 
the worft calamities incident to polifhed nations, 
though they themfelves are not far advanced 
beyond the tribes around them in civility and 
improvement. In Hifpaniola, Cuba, and the ?" th , e 
larger iflands, their caziques or chiefs poflefled 
extenfive power. The dignity Was tranfmittecl 
by hereditary right from father to fon. Tts 
honours and prerogatives were confiderabte. 
Their fubje&s paid great refpecl to the caziques, 
and executed their orders without hefitatiori ot 
referve p . They were diftinguifhed by peculiar 
ornaments, and in order topreferve or augment 
the veneration of the people, they had the 
addrefs to call in the aid of fuperftition to uphold 
their authority. They delivered their mandates 
as the oracles of heaven, and pretended to poflefs 
the power of regulating the feafons, and of dif- 
penfing rain or funfhine, according as their fqb- 
jetts flood in need of them. 

In fome parts of the fouthern continent, the in Bogota, 
power of the caziques feems to have be^n as % 
extenfive a* in the ifles. In Bogota; whfttf 1J b 
now a^provmet of the newTungdoiii df Cftikiztil*, 

* Herrera, dec 1, lib. i. c. 16. fib- 111. c. 44. p. $$. , JLife 
of Cofnmb. cb.Jfc. • 

there 
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book there was fettled a nation, more confiderable in 
number and more improved in the various arte 
of life, than any in America except th$ Mexican? 
apd Peruvians. The people of Bogota futyifted 
chiefly by agriculture. The idea of property 
W&£ introduced among them* and its rights* 
fecured by laws, handed down by tradition, an4 
obferVed with great care q . They lived in town? 
which may be termed large, when cpmpare^ 
with thofe in other parts of America. They wer* 
cjothed in a decent manner, and their . houfes 
may be termed commodious, when compared 
with thofe of the fmall tribes around them. 
The cffe&s of this uncommon civilization were 
confpicuous. Government had affumed a regu- 
lar form. A jurifdiftion was e^ftabliflied, which 
took cognizance of different crimes, and punifhed 
them with rigour. A diftin&ion of ranks was 
known j their chief, to whom the Spaniards gave : 
the title of monarch, and who merited that name 
on accouat of his fplendor as well as power, 
reigned with abfolute authority. He was at- 
tended by officers of various conditions } he never 
appeared in public without a numerous retinue ; 
he was carried in a fort of palanquin with muck 
pomp, and harbingers went before him to fweep 
the road and ftrew it with flowers* This ua- 

■ 

* Piedrahita, Hift. de Us Conquift del N. Rayoo d&Graa. 
ip. 46. 

common 
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common pomp was fupported by prefents or 
taxes received from his fubje&s, to whom their 
prince was fuch an object of veneration, that 
none of them prefumed to look him dire&ly in 
the face, or ever approached him but with ah 
aterted countenance r . There were other tribes 
on the fame continent, among which, though 
far lefs advanced th^n the people of Bogota m 
their progrefs towards refinement, the freedom 
and independence, natural to man in his favage 
ftate, was much abridged, and their caziques had 
affumed extenfive authority. 

It is not eafy to point out the circumftances, caufcs of 
or to difcover the caufes which contributed to guiarap- 
introduce and eftabliffi among each of thofe J* 21 ™* 8 " 
people a form of government fo different from 
that of the tribes around them, and fo repugnant 
to the genius of rude nations. If the perfons 
who had an opportunity of obferving them in 
their original ftate had been more attentive and 
more difcerning, we might have received inform- 
ation from their conquerors fufficient to guide 
us in this inquiry. If the tranfaftions of people, 
unacquainted with the ufe of letters, were hot 
involved in impenetrable obfcurity, we might 
have derived fome information from this domeltic 

r Herrcra, fcc.6. Hb. i. c. 2. lib. v. c. 56. Piedrahka* 
c.5. p. 25, &c. Gomara, Hift. c 72. 

fource. 
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book of its progrefs, is depreffed, and its native 
vigour and independence fubdued. Whoever 
can acquire the direction of this formidable en- 
gine, is fecure of dominion over his fpecies. 
Unfortunately for the people whofe inftimtions 
are the fubjeft of inquiry, this power was in thfe 
hands of their chiefs. The C2ziques of the ifles 
could put what refponfes they pleafed into the 
mouths of their Ccmis or gods ; and it was by 
their interpolation, and in their name, that they 
impofed any tribute or burden on their peojple *. 
The fame power and prerogative was exercifed 
by the great chief of the Natchez as the principal 
ihmifter as well as the reprefentative of the Sun, 
their deity. The refpcft which the peopled of 
Bogota paid to their monarchs was likewjfe 
infpired by religion, and the heir apparent of 
the kingdom was educated in the innermoft redefs 
of their principal temple, under fuch auftere dis- 
cipline, and with, fuch peculiar rites, as tended 
*o fill his fubjefts with high fentiments concert- 
ing the fanftity of his charafter, and the dignity 
oT his ftation '. Thus fuperftition, which,' 'in 
the rudeft period of fociety, is either altogether 
unknown, or waftes its force in childilh tmmesrti* 
ing practices, had acquired fuch an afcertdant 
over thofe people of America, who had ihade 

< Hon era, €ec. t. Kb.iii: C. 3. r Picdrthita, p. 27. 

fome 
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foflie little progrefs towards refinement, that it book 
became the chief mftrument of bending their 
minds to an untimely fervitude, and fubje&ed 
them, in the beginning of their political career, 
to a defpotifm hardly lefs rigorous than that 
which awaits nations in the lad ftage of their 
corruption and decline. 



war. 



Y- After examining the political inftitutions Their art©* 
of the rude nations in America, the next obje& 
of. attention is their art of war, or their provifion 
for public fecurity and defence; The final) 
tribes difperfed over America are not only inde* 
pendent and unconne&ed, but engaged in per- 
petual hoftilities with one another n * Though 
taoftly ftrangers to the idea of feparate property 
vetted in any individual, the rudeft of this Ame- 
rican nations ate well acquainted with the rights 
of each community to its own domains. This 
tight they hold to be perfect and exclufive, 
entitling the poffeflbr to oppofe the encroach* 
ment of neighbouring tribes. As it is of the 
utmoft confequence to prevent them from de* 
ftroying or disturbing the game in their hunting ' 
grounds, they guard this national property with 
a jealous attention* But as their territories are 
extenfive, and the boundaries of them not exaftly 

» S4Us. Hill, de icj Triumph, p. 9. . . 
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book afcertained, innumerable fubjeSs of difpute afffe> 
which feldom terminate without bloodlhed. Evefl 
in this fimple and primitive ftate of fociety, 
intereft is a fource of difcord, and often prompts 
favage tribes to take arms, in order to repel ot 
punilh fuch as encroach on the forefts or plains, 
to which they truft for fubfiftence. 

Their mo- But intereft is not either the moft frequent 
paging in " or the mod powerful motive of the inceflant 
hoftilities among rude nations. Thefe muft be 
imputed to the paffibn of revenge, which rages 
with ftich violence in the breaft of favages, that 
eagernefs to gratify it may be confidered as the 
diftinguifhing chara&eriftic of men in their unci* - 
Vilized ftate. Circumftances of powerful influ- 
ence, both in the interior government of Hidfc 
bribes, and in their external operations againft 
foreign enemies, ' concur in cherifliing and add- : - 
ing ftrength to a paflion fetal -to the general * " 
tranquillity. When the right of redreffing his "■ 
own wrongs is left in the hands of. every mdk 
Vidual, injuries are felt with exquifite fenfibiUty, * 
and vengeance exercifed with unrelenting raft. - 
cour. No time can obliterate the memory of 
an offence, and it is feldom that it can be 
expiated but by the blood of the offender. In . 
carrying on their public wars, favage nations are 
influenced by the fame ideas, and animated with ' 

the 
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the fame fpirit, as in profecuting private ven- B °,° K > 
geance.- In fmall communities, every man is * -*-— * 
touched with the injury or affront offered to the fp'irit of 
body .of which he is a member, as if.it were a venstance * 
perfonal attack upon his own honour or fafety. 
The defire of revenge is communicated from 
breaft to breaft, and foon kindles into rage* 
As feeble focieties can take the field only in 
fmall parties, each warrior is confcious qf the 
importance of his own arm, and feels that to it . 
is committed a confiderable portion of the public 
vengeance. War, which between extenfive 
kingdoms is carried on with little animofity, is, 
profecuted by fmall tribes with all the rancour 
of a private quarrel. The refentment of nations 
is as implacable as that of individuals. It may be Hence th« 
dtflembled or fupprefied, but is never extin- theirwars, 
guifhed ; and often, when lead v expected or 
dreaded, it burfts out with redoubled fury v . 
When poliflied nations have obtained the glory 
of vittory, or have acquired an addition of ter* 
ritory, they may terminate a war with honour. 
But favages are not fatisfied until they extirpate 
the community which is the objeft of their 
hatred. They fight npt to conquer, but to 

*■■..•• • i .. ' ■ 

* Boucher Hift. Isfot. .de $. France* p. 93. Charley. 
Hift. de N. France, iii. 215.' 251. Lery ap. de Bryi'iiii 
2P4. Creux. Hift. Oanad. p. 72. 'JLozano Defer, del 
GranChaco, 25. _H?Aie|wM<$ur8 de*S*uv. /fi.\ .*■.._ 
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deftroy. If they engage in hoftilities, it is with a 
refolution never to fee the face of the enemy in 
peace, but to profecute the quarrel with immor* 
tal enmity*. The defire of vengeance is the 
firft, and almoft the only principle, which a 
{avage inftils into the minds of his children*. 
This grows up with him as he advances in life j 
and as his attention is dire&ed to few obje&s, 
it acquires a degree of force unknown among 
men, whofe paflions are diflipated and weakened 
by the variety of their occupations and purfuits. 
The defire of vengeance, which takes pofleffion 
of the heart of favages, refembles the inftin&ivc 
rage of an animal, rather than the paffion of a 
man* It turns, with undifcerning fury, even 
againft inanimate obje&s. If hurt accidentally 
by a (tone, they often feize it in a tranfport of 
anger, and endeavour to wreak their vengeance 
'upon it y . If (truck with an arrow in a battle, 
they will tear it from the wound, break and bite 
it with their teeth, and dafh it on the ground % 
With refpeft to their enemies, the rage of ven* 
geance knows no bounds. When under the 

v Charlev. Hifl. N. Fr. iii. 25 1 . Colden, i, 108. «• 126. 
Barrere, p. 170. 173. 

x Charlev. Hift. N. Fr. iii. 326. Lery ap. de Bry, iii. 
236. Lozano Hift. de Parag. i. 144. 

r Lcry ap* de Bry, iii. 190. 

* Lcry ap. de Bry, iii. 208. Herrera, dec. 1. lib. ri. 
c 8. ' • 
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dominion of this paflion, man become* the m&fi book 
cruel of all animals. He neither pities, nor for- - -J^j 
gives, nor fpsures* 

- * 

The force of this paffion U fp well tinder- 
flood by the Americans themfelves, that they 
always apply to it, in order to excite their people 
to take arms. . If the elders of any tribe attempt 
to rouze their youth fromlloth, if a chief wifhes , 
to allure a band of warriors to follow him in 
invading an enemy's country, the moft perfua- 
five topics of their .martial eloquence are drawn 
from revenge. " The bones of our country- 
men," fay they, " lie uncovered ; their bloody 
bed has not been waflied clean. Their fpirits 
cry againft us ; they muft be appeafed, Let us 
go and devour the people by whon\. they were 
flain. Sit no longer inactive upon your mats ; 
lift the hatchet, - confole the. fpirits of the dead, 
and tell them that they ^Ihall be avenged V* 

Animated with fuch exhortations,, the youth and their 
.fnatch their arms in a tranfport of fury, ,raife the perpetujty * 

fong of war, and burn with impatience to exnbrue 
their hands in the blood of their enemies. Pri- 
vate chiefs often aflemble fmall pattifes; and 

invade a hoftile tribe, without confulting the 

*"■»'.. ■ *' . *^ 

■ ■■'•'' 

a Charley* .Hift. N. ; Fr. iii, jujS, a'lj.^^cyy ap. dt 
Bry, iii. 20^. p . 

l 4 ruler* 
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B °iv. K ^k* 8 of the community. A fingle warrior, 
prompted by caprice or revenge, will take the - 
field alone, and march feveral hundred miles 
to furprife and cut off a draggling enemy \ 
The exploits of a noted warrior, in fuch folitary 
excurfions, often form the chief part in the 
hiftory of an American campaign c ; and their 
elders connive at fuch irregular (allies, as they 
tend to cherifh a martial fpirit, and accuftora 
their people to enterprife and danger d . But 
when a war is national, and undertaken by 
public authority, the deliberations are formal 
and flow. The elders affemble, they deliver 
their opinions in folemn fpeeches, they weigh 
with maturity the nature of the enterprife, and 
balance its beneficial or difadvantageous confe- 
quences with no inconfiderable portion of poli- 
tical difcernment or fagacity. Their prieffc and 
foothfayers are confulted, and fometimes they, 
aft the advice even of their women % If 
(he determination be for war, they prepare for 
it with much ceremony. A leader offers to 
condud the expedition, and is accepted. Bui 
no man is conftrained to follow him ; the refb- 
{ution of the community to commence hoftiliues 

» See NOTE JCXXVHI. « Sec NOTE XXXIX.. 
4 Boflu, j. 140. Lery ap. de Bry, 215* HennepiQ 
jMoeurs des Sauv. 41. Lafitau, ii. 169. 
f Charlcv. Jfift. N. Fr. 21$. 26$. Biet. 367. 38c 

impofe$ 
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impofes no obligation upon any member to take ^«H 
part in the war. Each individual is ftill matter \—j-ruj 
of his own conduft, and his engagement in the 
fervice is perfedly voluntary f . - 

V 

The maxims by which they regulate their Mode of 

■ carrying on 

iftiKtary operations, though extremely different ■ war. 
fitom thbfe which take place among more civi-" 
lized arid populous nations, are well fuited to 
their own political ftate, and the nature of the 
country in which they aft. They never take 
the field in numerous bodies, as it would require' 
a greater effort of fbfefight and induftry, than is 
ufual among favages, to provide for their fub- 
fiftence, during a maTch of fome hundred miles 
through dreary forefts, or during a long voyage" 
upon their lakes and rivers. Their armies are 
not encumbered with baggage or military (lores/ 
Each warrior, befides his arms, carries a mat 
and a fmallbag of pounded maize, and with 
thefe is completely equipped for any fervice* 
While at a diftance from the ehemies frontier ; 
they difperfe through the woods,* and foppott 
themfelves with the game which they kill, or the 
fifli which they catch. As rhey approach nearfer 
to the territories of the nation which they intend 
jo attack, they colfeft their trbbps, arid advance 



with 
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book with greater caution. Even in their hotted and 
mod a&ive wars, they proceed wholly by ftra- 
tagem and ambufcade. They place not their 
glory in attacking their enemies with open force. 
To furprife and deftroy is the greateft merit of a 
commander, and the higheft pride of his fol- 
lowers. War and hunting are their only occu- 
pations, and they condud both with the fame 
ipirit and the fame arts. They follow the track 
of their enemies through the foreft. They en- 
deavour to difcover their haunts, they lurk in 
fame thicket near to thefe, and, with the patience 
of a fportfnxan lying in wait for game, will con- 
tinue in their dation day after day, until they 
can rufh upon their prey when moil fecure, and 
lead able to refill them. If they meet no drag- 
gling party of the enemy, they advance towards 
i their villages, but with fuch folicitude to conceal 
their own appiQach, that they often creep on 
their hands and feet through the woods, and 
paint their fkins of the fame colour with the 
withered leaves, in order to avoid dete&ion*. 
* If fo fortunate as to remain uriobferved, they fet 
on lire the enemies' huts in the dead of night, 
and maflacre the inhabitants, as they fly naked 
and defencelefs from the flames. If they hope 
to effett a retreat without being purfued, they 

8 Charlev. Hift. N. Fr. iii. 237, 238. Hennep. Maura 
dcs Sauv. p. 59. , 

carry 
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•carry off feme prifoners, whom they referve for booh 
a more dreadful fate. But if, notwithftanding i—» y^« 
all their addrefs and precautions, they find that 
their motions are difcotered, that the enemy 
has taken the alarm, and is prepared to oppofe 
them, they ufually deem it mofl prudent t6 
retire. They regard it as extreme folly to meet 
an enemy who is on his guard, upon equal terms, 
or to give battle in an open field. The raoft 
diftinguifhed fuccefs is a difgrace to a leader, if 
it has been purchafed with any confiderable lofs 
of his followers h ; and they never boaft of a 
yiftory, if ftained with the. blood of their own 
countrymen 1 . To fall in battle, inftead of 
being reckoned an honourable death, is a mifc 
fortune which fubje&s the memory of a war* 
rior to the imputation of rafiwefs or impra- 
4ence k * 

This fyftem of war was uni verfal in America, N <* ^'^ 

... . toanydeta 

and the fmall uncivilized tribfes, difperfed through ot courage 
all its different regions and climates, difplay more 
craft than boldnefs in carrying on their hoftftities* 
Struck with this conduct, fo oppofite to the ideas 
and maxims of Europeans, feveral authors con* 

» See NOTE XL. 

1 Charlev. Hift. N. Fr. iii. 238. 307, Biet. 381. La- 
fitau Mceurs des Sauv. if. 248. 

* Cbarkv. iii. 376. See NOTE XLL 

ten$ 
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* o o k tend that it flows from a feeble and daftardty 
fpirit peculiar to the Americans, which is inca- 
pable of any generous or manly exertion '• But 
when we reflect that many of thefe tribes, on 
ocqfftons which call for extraordinary efforts, 
not only defend themfelves with obftinate refo- 
lution, but attack their enemies with the moft 
daring courage, and that they poffefs fortitude 
of mind iuperior to the fenfe of danger or the 
fear of death, we mufl afcribe their habitual 
caution to fome other caufe than conftkutional 
timidity m . The number of men in each tribe 
is To fmall, the difficulty of rearing new members, 
umidfl the hardfliips and dangers of favage life, 
fo great, that the life of a citizen is extremely 
precious, and the prefervation of it becomes & 
capital objed in their policy. Had the point of 
honour been the fame among the feeble Ame- 
rican tribes as among the powerful nations of 
Europe, had they been taught to court fame or 
victory in contempt of danger and death, they 
mud have been ruined by maxims fo ill adapted 
to their condition. But wherever their commu- 
nities are more populous, fo that they can aft - 
with confi^erabie force, and. cau .fufoin. the 

< - » - « 

1 Recherches PhUof v far ks Americ. i. 115. Voyage 
^ <}e March, iv. 410. 

m Lafitau Mocurs des Sauv. ii. 248, 249* .Charley. 
N« Fr. iii. 307, 
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tofs of feveral of their members, without being b o o j£ 
fenfibly weakened, the military operations of v,,-^L,j 
the Americans more nearly refemble thofe of 
other nations. The Brafilians, as well as the 
tribes fituated upon the banks of the rhrtir De ia 
Plata, often take the field in fuch numerous 
bodies, as deferve the name of armies *. Thfcy 
defy their enemies to the combat, engage in re^ 
gular battles, and maintain the conflift with that 
defperate ferocity, which is natural to men who, 
having no idea of war but that of exterminating 
their enemies, never give or take quarter °. In 
the powerful empires of Mexico and Peru, 
great armies were affembled, frequent battles 
were fought, and the theory as well as pra&ice v 
of war were different from what took place in 
thofe petty focieties which aflume the name of 
nations. 

But though vigilance and attention are the ^capable of 

• r Order or dif- 

qualities chiefly requifite, where the objeft of cipiinc, 
war is to deceive and to furprize ; and though 
the Americans, when a&ing fingly, difplay an 
amazing degree of addrefs ' in concealing their 
own motions, and difcovering thofe of an enemy, 
yet it is remarkable that, when they take die 
field in parties, they can feldom be broygnttp 

n FabrI VeriiC Defcrip. Indiae ap. de Bry, vIL p. 42. : - 
u Sec NOTE XLII. 

obferve 
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obferve the precautions mod effential to theif 
own fecurity. Such is the difficulty of accuftom* 
ing favages to fubordination, or to ad in con* 
cert ; fuch is their impatience under reftraint, 
and fuch their caprice and preemption, that it is 
rarely they can be brought to conform them* 
felves to the counfels and dire&ions of their 
leaders. They never ftation centineb around 
the place where they reft at night, and after 
marching fome hundred miles to furprize an 
enemy, are often furprifed themfelves, and cut 
off, while funk in as profound deep as if they 
were not within reach of danger p . 

If, notwithftanding this negligence and fecu* 
rity, which often fruftrate their moft artful 
fchemes, they catch the enemy unprepared, they 
rufh upon them with the utmoft ferocity, and 
tearing off the fcalps of all thofe who fell vi&ims 
to their rage % they -carry home thofe ftrange 
trophies in triumph. Thefe they prefcrve as 
monuments, not only of their own prowefs, but 
of the vengeance which their arm has infli&ed 
upon the people who were obje&s of public 
refentment r . They are (till more folicitous td 
feize prifoners. During their retreat, if thfy 

P Charlev. N. Fr. ill. 236, 237. Lettr. Edif. 17. 308. 
20. 130* Lafit. Mceurs, ii.^47. Lahontan, ii. 176. 
<i See NOTE XLIII. * r Lafitau Moetirs, 11. %$6. 

hope 
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hope td/effeft it uftmblefted, the prifoners are book 
cbifcmonly exempt frbm any irifult, and treated 
wfth fome degree of humanity, though guarded 
with the mod ftrift attention. 



Btrr after this temporary fufpenfion, the rage treatment 
of the cbnquerors rekindles with new fury. As 
fbbn as they approach their own frontier, fome 
of their number are difpatched to inform their 
countrymen with refpeft to the fuccefs of the 
expedition. Then the prifoners begin to feel 
the wretchednefs of their condition. The wo- 
men of the village, together with the youth who 
have not attained to the age bf bearing arms, . 
affembte, arid forming themfelves into two lines, 
through which the prifoners muft pafs, beat and 
bruife them with flicks or ftones in a cruel 
manner \ After this firft gratification of their 
rage againft their enemies* follow lamentations 
for the lofs of fuch of their own countrymen as 
have fallen in the fervice, accompanied with 
words and aftibns which feeiri to exprefe the 
utmoft anguifh and grief. But, in a moment, 
upon a fignal given, their tears ceafe ; they pafs, 
with a fudden and unaccountable tranfition, 
from the depths of forrow to tranfports of joyf 
and begin to celebrate their vi&ory with all v the 

* Lahontan, ii. 1S4. 

wild 
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wild exultation of a barbarous triumph '« Thtf 
fate of the prifoners remains ftill undecided- 
The old men deliberate concerning it* Some 
are deftined to be tortured to death, in order to 
fatiate the revenge of the conquerors ; fome to 
replace the members which the community has 
foft in that or former wars. They who are 
referved for this milder fate, are led to the huts 
of thofe whofe friends have been killed. The 
women meet them at the door, and if they 
receive them, their fufferings are at an end* 
They are adopted into the family, and, accord* 
^ ing to their phrafe, are feated upon the mat of 

the deceafed. They afiiime his name, they 
hold the fame rank, and are treated thence* 
forward with all the tendernefs due to a father, 
a brother, a hufband, or a friend. But if, either 
from caprice or an unrelenting defire of revenge* 
the women of any family refufe to accept of the 
prifdner who is offered to them, his doom is 
fixed. No power can then fave him from 
torture and death* 

Their in- While their lot is in fufpenfe, the prifoners 
c^cem^g themfelves appear altogether unconcerned about 

theirfate, ^^ may befeJ them# jj^ ^ ^ ^ 

they fleep, as if they were perfectly at eafe, and 

1 Charlev. Hift. N. Fr. Hi. 141. Lafitau Mctuw, ii. 264. 

no 
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too danger impending. When the fatal fentence book 

is intimated to them* they receive it with an un- « -,-- _f- 
altered countenance, raife their <leath-fong, and 

prepare to fufier like mep< Their conquerors andforti- 

* - tude under 

affemble as to a folemn feftival, refolved to put torture. 
the fortitude of the captive to the utmoft proof* 
A fcene enfues, the bare defcription of which is 
enough to chill the heart with horror, wherever 
men have been accuftomed, by milder inftitu* 
tions, to refpeft their fpecies, and to melt into 
tendernefs. at the fight of human fufferings. 
The prifoners are ,tied naked to a ftake, but fo 
as to be at liberty to, rnbve rdund it. All who 
are prefent, men, women, and children, rulh 
upon them like furies, Every fpecies of torture 
is applied that the rancour of revenge can invent* 
Some burn their limbs with red-hot irons, fome 
mangle their bodies with knivqs, others tear 
their flefh from their bones, pluck out their nails 
by the roots, and rend and twift their finews* 
They vie with one another in refinements of tor* 
ture. Nothing fets bounds to their rage but the 
dread of abridging the duration of their ven» 
geance by haftening the death of the fufferers ; 
and fuch is their cruel ingenuity in tormenting, 
that by avoiding induftrioufly tQ hurt any vitaj 
part, they often prolong this fcene of anguifli 
for feveral days. In fpite of all that they fuffer, 
the viftims continue to chant their death-fong 
vojl. II. m with 
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toarrioh, inftead of exciting admiration, dr call- b o o k 
ing forth fympathy, exafperates the fierce fpirits ■ -/' j 
of thdr torturers to frefh a&s of cruelty \ 
Weary at length of contending with men, vhofd 
conftancy of mind they cannot vanquifh, fome 
chief in a rage puts a period to their fuflerings^ 
by difpatching them with his dagger of club r . 

This barbarous fcene is often fucceeded by s °mct5meg 

eat thcir 
one no lefs (hocking. As it is impoffible to pnfoncrs* 

appeafe the fell fpirit of revenge which rages in 

the heart of a favage, this frequently prompts 

the Americans to devour thofe unhappy perfons^ 

Who have been the vi&ims of their cruelty. In 

the ancient world, tradition has prefer ved the 

memory of barbarous nations of cannibals, who 

fed on human flefh. But in every part of the 

New World there were people to whom this 

cuftom was familiar. It prevailed in the fouth- 

ern continent 2 , in feveral of the iflands % and in 

* Voyages de Lahont. i. 236. 

r Charlev. Hift. N. Fr. iii. 243, &c. -385. Lafitau 
Mceurs, ii. 265. Creuxij Hift. Canad. p. 73. Hennep. 
Mceurs des Sauv. p. 64, &c. Lahont. i. 233, &c. Tertre, 
li. 405. De la Potherie, ii. 22, &c. 

* Stadius ap. dc Bry* iii. 123. Lery, ibid. 210. Biet* 
384. Lettr. Edif. 23. 341. Pifo, 8. Condam, 84. 97. 
Ribas, Hift. de los Triumph. 473. . 

a Life of Columb. 529. Mart. Deep. 18. *Tertre, 
m. 405. 

m 2 various 
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Various diftri£ s of North America \ Even hi 
thofe parts, where circumftances, with which we 
are unacquainted f had in a great meafure abo- 
iiflied this pra&ice, it feems formerly to have 
been fo well known, that it is incorporated into 
the idiom of their language. Among the 
Iroquois, the phrafe by which they exprefs their 
fefolution of making war againft an enemy is, 
" Let us go and eat that nation." If they 
folicit the aid of a neighbouring tribe, they 
invite it to " eat broth made of the flefli of their 
enemies V Nor was the pra&ice peculiar to 
rude unpolifhed tribes ; the principle from which 
it took rife is fo deeply rooted in the minds 
of the Americans, that it fubfifted in Mexico, 
one of the civilized empires in the New World, 
and relics of it may be difcovered among the 
more mild inhabitants of Peru. It was not 
fcarcity of food, as fome authors imagine, and 
the importunate cravings of hunger, which 
forced the Americans to thofe horrid repafts on 
their fellow-creatures. Human flefli was never 
ufed as common food in any country, and the 
various relations concerning people who reckoned 
it among the dated means of fubfiftence, flow 

* Dumont, Mem. i. 254. Charlev, Hift. N. Fr. i. 259. 
11". 14. iii. 21. De la Potherie, iii. 50. 

c Charlev. Hift. N. Fr. iii. 208, 209. Lettr. Edif. 23. 
p. 277. De la Potherie, ii. 298. See NOTE XLIV. 

from 
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from the credulity and miftakes of travellers, boor 

IV. 

The rancour of revenge firft prompted men 
to this barbarous aftion d . The fierceft tribes 
devoured none but prifoners taken in war, or 
fuch as they regarded as enemies e . Women and 
children who were not the obje&s of enmity, if 
not cut off in the fury of their firft inroad into 
an hoftile country, feldom fuffered by the delibe- 
rate effefts of their revenge f . 

The people of South America gratify their 
revenge in a manner fomewhat different, but 
with no lefs unrelenting rancour. There pri- 
foners, ' after meeting at their firft entrance with 
the fame rough reception as among, the North 
Americans *, are not only exempt from injury, 
but treated with the greateft kindnefs. They 
are feafted and careffed, and fome beautiful 
young women are appointed to attend and folace 
them. It is not eafy to account for this part of 
their conduft, unlefs we impute it to a refine* 
ment in cruelty. For, while they feem ftudious 
to attach the captives to life, by fupplying them 

. d Biet. 383. Blanco, Convcrfion de Piritu, p. 28. Ban- 
croft, Nat. Hift. of Guiana, p. 259, &c 

• See NOTE XLV. 

* Biet. 382. Bandini, Vita di Americo* 84. Tertre, 
405. Fermin. Defcrip. de Surin; i; 54i 

? Stadius ap. de Bry, iii. p. 49. 123. 

m 3 with 
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book with every enjoyment that can render it agree* 
able, their doom is irrevocably fixed. On a day 
appointed, the vi&orious tribe aflembles, the 
prifoner is brought forth with great folemnity, 
he views the preparations for the facrifice with 
$s much indifference as if he himfelf were not 
the vidtfm, and meeting his fate with undaunted 
firpinefs, is difpatched with a (ingle blow. The 
moment he falls, the women feize the body, and 
drefs it for the feaft, They befmear their 
children with the blood, in order to kindle 
in their bofoms a hatred of their enemies, which 
is never extinguifhed, and all join in feeding 
upon the . flefh with amazing greedinefs and 
exultation \ To devour the body of a flaugh- 
tered enemy, they deem the moft complete and 
exquifite gratification of revenge. Wherever 
this pra&ice prevails, captives never efcape death, 
but they are not tortured with the fame cruelty 
as among tribes which are lefs accuftomed tq 
fuch horrid feafts \ - 

As the conftancy of every American warrior 

may be put to fuch fevere proof, the great ob- 

, jedt of military education and difcipline in the 

New World is to form the mind to fuftain it, 

h Stadius ap. de Bry, iii. 13S, &c. Lery, ibid. 210. 
J See NOTE XLVI. 

3' Wheft 
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When nations carry on war with open force, book 
defy their enemies to the combat* and vanquitii 
them by the fuperiority of their fkill or courage, 
foldier^ are tr&ined to be a&ive, vigorous, and 
enterprifing. But in America, where the genius 
and maxims of war are extremely different, 
paflive fortitude is the quality in higheft eftima- 
4tion. Accordingly, it is early the ftudy of the 
Americans to acquire fentiments and habits, 
which will enable them to behave like men, 
when their refolution fhall be put to the pr,oo£ 
As the youth of other nations exercife them- 
felves in feats of a&ivity and force, thofe of 
America vie with one another in exhibitions 
of their patience under fufferings. They harden 
their nerves by thofe voluntary trials, and gra>- 
dually accuftom themfelves to endure the fharpeft 
pain, without complaining. A boy and girl 
will bind their naked arms together, and place a 
burning coal between them, in order to try who 
firft difcovers fuch impatience as to fhake it off k * 
All the trials, cuftomary in America, when a 
youth is admitted into the clafs of warriors, oy 
when a warrior is promoted to the dignity 
of captain or chief, are accommodated to this 
idea of maplinefs. They are not difplays of 
valour, but of patience ; they are not exhibitions 

* Ctariev. Hift. N. Fr. in. 307. 

M 4 Of 
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• oo k. of their ability to offend, but of their capacity to 
fuffer. Among the tribes on the banks of the 
Orinoco, if a warrior afpires to the rank of cap- 
tain, his probation begins with a long fail, more 
rigid than any ever obferved by the mod ab- 
ftemious hermit. At the clofe of this the chiefs 
aflemble, each gives him three lafhes with a large 
whip, applied fo vigoroufly, that his body is 
almoft flayed, and if he betrays the leaft fymptom 
of impatience or even fenfibility, he is difgraced 
for ever, and reje&ed as unworthy of the honour 
to which he afpires. After fome interval, the 
conftancy of the candidate is proved by a more 
excruciating trial. He is laid in a hammoc with 
his hands bound fail, and an innumerable mul- 
titude of venomous ants, whofe bite occafions 
cxquifite pain, and produces a violent inflamma- 
tion, are thrown upon him. The judges of his 
merit (land around the hammoc, and, while 
thefe cruel infe&s fatten upon the mod fenfible 
parts of his body, a figh, a groan, an involuntary 
motion expreflive of what he fuffers, would 
exclude him for ever from the rank of captain. 
Even after this evidence of his fortitude, it is 
not deemed to be completely afcertained, but 
muft (land another teft more dreadful than any 
he has hitherto undergone. He is again fuf- 
pended in his hammoc, and covered with leave* 
pf the palmetto. A fire of (linking herbs i$ 

kindle^ 
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kindled underneath, fo as he may feel its heat, book 
and be involved in its fmoke. Though fcorched wl-v- 
and almoft fuffocated, he muft continue to en* 
dure with the fame patient infenfibility. Many 
perifh in this rude effay of their firmnefs and 
courage, but fuch as go through it with applaufe, 
receive the enfigns of their new dignity with 
much folemnity, and are ever after regarded 
as leaders of approved refolution, whofe beha* 
viour, in the moft trying fituations, will do 
honour to their country K In North America, 
the previous trial of a warrior is neither fo 
formal, nor fo fevere. Though even there, be- 
fore a youth is permitted to bear arms, his 
patience and fortitude are proved by blows, by 
firq, and by infults, more intolerable to a haughty 
fpirit than both m . 

The amazing fteadinefs with which the Ame» 
ricans endure the moft exquifite torments, has 
induced fome authors to fuppofe that, from the 
peculiar feeblenefs of their frame, their fenfibility 
is not fo acute as that of other people ; as 
women, and perfons of a relaxed habit, are ob- 
feryed to be lefs affe&ed with pain than robuft 
men, whofe neives are more firmly braced, 

1 Gumilla, ii. 286, &c« Biet. 37$, &c. 
» Charley. Hift. N. Fi> iii. 2*9. 

But 
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9 °,S K But the conflitution of the Americans is not 
fo different, in its texture, from that of the reft 
of the human fpecies, as to account for this 
diverfity in their behaviour. It flows from a 
principle of honour, inftilled early and cultivated 
with fuch care, as to infpire man in his rudeft 
ftate with ah heroic magnanimity, to which phi** 
lofophy hath endeavoured, in vain, to form him, 
when more highly improved and polifhed. This 
invincible conftancy he has been taught to con* 
fider as the chief diftin&ion of a man, and 
the higheft attainment of a warrior. The ideas 
which influence his conduit, and the paffions 
which take poffeflion of his heart, are few. 
They operate ,of courfe with more decifive 
effeft, than when the mind is crowded with 
a multiplicity of obje&s, or diftrafted by the 
variety of its purfuits ; and when every motive 
that a&s with any force in forming the fentiments 
of a favage, prompts him to fuffer with dignity, 
he will bear what might feem to be impoiEble 
for human patience to fuftain. But wherever 
the fortitude of the Americans is not roufed to 
exertion by their ideas of honour, their feelings 
of pain are the fame with thofe of the reft of 
mankind \ Nor is that patience under fuffer* 
ings for which the Americans have been fo juftly 

" Set NOTE XLVII. 
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celebrated, an univerfal attainment. The con- boo< 
ftancy of many of the vi&ims is overcome by 
the agonies of torture. Their weaknefs and 
lamentations complete the triumph of their 
enemies, «and refleft difgrace upon their owft 
country °. 



The perpetual hostilities carried on among Wafted by 
the American tribes are produftive of very fatal tuai war£° 
effetts. Even in feafons of public tranquillity, 
their imperfect induftry does not fupply them 
with any fuperfluous ftore of provifions; but 
when the irruption of an enemy defolates their 
cultivated lands, or difturbs them in their hunt* 
ing excurfions, fuch a calamity reduces a com- 
munity, naturally unprovident and deftitute of 
refources, to extreme want. All the people 
of the diftrift that is invaded, are frequently 
forced to take refuge in woods or mountains, 
which can afford them little fubfiftence, and 
where many of them perifh. Notwithftanding 
their exceffive caution in conducing their mili- 
tary operations, and the folicitude of every 
leader to preferve the lives of his followers, 
as the rude tribes in America feldom enjoy any 
interval of peace, the lofs of men among them 

Charlev. Hift. N. Fr. iii. 248. 385. De h Pothcrie, ( 

Hi. 48. 
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is confiderable in proportion to the degree 
of population. Thus famine and the fword 
combine in* thinning their numbers. All their 
communities are feeble, and nothing now remains 
of feveral nations, which were once confiderable, 
but the name p . 



Recruit 
their num- 
bers by 
adopting 
prifoners. 



Sensible of this continual decay, there are 
tribes which endeavour to recruit their national 
force when exhaufted, by adopting prifoners 
taken in war, and by this expedient prevent 
their total extin&ion. The practice, however, 
is not univerfally received. Refentment operates 
more powerfully among favages, than confider- 
ations of policy. Far the greater part of their 
captives was anciently facrificed to their ven- 
geance, and it is only fince their numbers began 
to decline faft, that they have generally adopted 
milder maxims. But fuch as they do naturalize, 
renounce for ever their native tribe, and aflame 
the manners as well as paffions of the people 
by whom they are adopted % fo entirely, that 
they often join them in expeditions againft their 
own countrymen. Such a fudden tranfition, 
and fo repugnant to one of the mod powerful 
inftintts implanted by nature, would be deemed 

f Charlev. Hill. N. Fr. iii. 202, 203. 429. Gum ilia, 
ii. 227, &c. 

* Charlev. Hift. N. Fr. iii. 245, &c, Lafit. ii. 308. 
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ftrange among many people ; but, among the book 
members of fmall communities, where national 
enmity is violent and deep-rooted, it has the ap- 
pearance of being ftill more unaccountable. It 
feems, however, to refult naturally from the 
principles upon which war is carried on in 
America. When nations aim at exterminating 
their enemies, no exchange of prifoners can ever 
take place. From the moment one i? made 
a prifoner, his country and his friends confider 
him as dead r . He has incurred indelible dif- 
grace by fuffering himfelf to be furptffed or to 
be taken by an enemy ; and were he to return 
home, after fuch a (lain upon his honour, his 
neareft relations would not receive or even 
acknowledge that they knew him 8 . Some tribes 
were ftill more rigid, and if a prifoner returned, 
the infamy which he had Drought on his country 
was expiated, by putting him inftantly to death '. 
As the unfortunate captive is thus an outcaft 
from his own country, and the ties which bound 
him to it are irreparably broken, he feels lefs 
relu&ance in forming a new conneftion with 
people, who, as an evidence of their friendly 
fentiments, not only deliver him from a cruel 
death, but offer to adm}t him to all the rights of 

i 

' See NOTE XLVIII. * Lahont. ii. 185, j86. 
1 Herrera, dec. 3. lib. iv. c. 16. p. 173. 
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a fellow-citizen. The perfect fimilarity of mafi* 
ners among favage nations facilitates and com- 
pletes the ,union, and induces a captive to transfer 
not only his allegiance, but his afFe&ion, to 
the community into the bofom of which he is re- 
ceived. 



their infe- 
riority in 
l*ar to po- 
lifhed na- 
tions. 



But though war be the chief occupation of 
men in their rude date, and to excel in it 
their higheft diftin&ion and pride, their infe- 
riority is always manifeft when they engage in 
competition with polilhed nations. Deftitute of 
that forefight which difcerns and provides for 
remote events, ftrangers to the union and mutual 
confidence requifite in forming any extenfive 
plan of operations, and Incapable of the fubordi* 
nation no lefs requifite in carrying fuch plans 
into execution, favage nations may aftonilh a 
difciplined enemy by their valour, but feldom 
prove formidable to him by their conduft ; and 
whenever the conteft is of long continuance* 
muft yield to fuperior art . The empires of 
Peru and Mexico, though their progrefs in civi- 
lization, when meafured by the European or 
Afiatic ftandards, was inconfiderable, acquired 
fuch an afcendancy over the rude tribes around 
them, that they fubjefted mod of them with 



• See NOTE XLIX. 
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gfeat facility to their power. When the people book 
of Europe overran «*the various provinces of « — w - ^ 
America, this fuperiority . was ftili more con- 
fpicuous. Neither the courage nor number of 
the natives could repel a handful of invaders. 
The alienation and enmity, prevalent among 
barbarians, prevented them from uniting in any 
common fcheme of defence, and while each 
tribe fought feparately, all were fubdued. - 

VI. The arts of rude nations unacquainted Thcir «*• 
with the ufe of metalsr, hardly merit any atten- 
tion on their own account, but are worthy 
of fame notice, as far as they ferve to difplay the 
genius and manners of man in this ftage of hit ' 
progrefs. The . firft diftrefs a favage muft feel, 
will arife from the manner in which his body is 
afFe&ed, by the heat, or cold, or moifture,. of 
the climate under which he lives ; and his firft Drefa and 
care will be to provide fome covering for his ornamenta - 
own defence. In the warmer and more mild 
climates of America, none of the rude tribes 
were clothed. To moft of them Nature had not 
even fuggefted any idea of impropriety in being > 
altogether uncovered w . As under a mild cli* f 
mate there was little need of any defence from r 

w Lery Navigat. ap. de Bry, iii. p. 164. Life of Co- 
lumbus, c. 24. Veriegai Hift« of Californ. p. 70. 

the 
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book the injuries of the air, and their extreme in* 
dolence fliunned every fpecies of labour to which 
it was not urged by abfolute neceffity, all the in- 
habitants of the ifles, and a confiderable .part of 
the people on the continent, remained in this 
ftate of naked fimplicity. Others were fatisfied 
with fome flight covering, fuch as decency 
required. But though naked, they were not 
unadorned/ They drefied their hair in many 
different forms. They fattened bits of gold, or 
fhells, or fhining (tones, in their ears, their 
nofes, and cheeks \ They ftained their {kins 
with a great variety of figures ; and they fpent 
much time, and fubmitted to great pain, in 
ornamenting their perfons in this fantaftic man- 
ner. Vanity, however, which finds endlefs oc- 
cupation for ingenuity and invention, in nations 
where drefs has become a complex and intricate 
art, is circumfcribed within fo narrow bounds, 
and confined to fo few articles among naked' 
favages, that they are not fatisfied with thofe 
fimple decorations, and have a wonderful pro* 
penfity to alter the natural form of their bodies? 
in order to render it (as they imagine) more* 
perfect and beautiful. This pra&ice was uni- 
verfal among the rudeft of the American tribes. 
Their operations for that purpofe begin as foon 

1 Lay ap. de Biy, iii. 165. Lettr. Edifiant«, 20. a 13. 

as 
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as an liifant is born. By comprefling the bones 
of the fkull, while ftill foft and flexible, fome 
flatten the crown of their heads ; fome fqueeze 
them into the (nape of a cone ; others mould 
them as much as poflible into a fquare figure ' $ 
and they often endanger the* lives of their 
pofterity by their violent and abfurd efforts to 
derange the plan of Nature, or to improve upon 
her defigns* But in all their attempts either to 
adorn or to new-model their perfons, it feems to 
have been lefs the objeft of the Americans to 
pleafe, or to appear beautiful, than to give an air 
of dignity and terror to their afpeQ:. Their at* 
tendon to drefs had more reference to war than 
to gallantry* The difference in rank and efti* 
mation between the two fexes was fo great* 
as feems to have extinguilhed, in fome meafure, 
their folicitude to appear mutually amiable. The 
man deemed it beneath him to adorn his perfon, 
for the fake of one on whom he was accuftomed 
to look down as a Have. It was when the 
wairior had in view to enter the council of his 
nation, or to take the field againft its enemies, 
that he affumed his choiceft ornaments, and 

* a 

y Oviedo Hill. lib. iii. c. 5. Ulloa, i. 329. Voyage dc 
Labat. ii. 72. Charlevoix, iii. 323. Gumilla, 1. 197, Sec 
Acugna Relat. de la Riv. des Amaz. ii. 83. Lawfon's 
Voyage to Carolina, p. 33. 
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V. ■ < 

8 o o p decked his perfon with the iricefl: care** The 
ftacorations of the women were few and fimple ; 
.whatever was precious or fplendid was referred 
for the men. In fever^l tribes the women were 
obliged to fpend a confiderable part of their 
time every day in adorning and painting their 
h.u&ands* and could beftow little attention, upon 
ornamenting themfelves. Among a race of men 
fp haughty as to defpife, or fo cold a* to negle& 
them, the women naturally became careleis 4&d 
flpvenly, and the love of finery and fhew, which 
had been deemed their favourite paffion, .was 
cpnfined chiefly to the other fex \ . To deck hfe 
perfon was the diftinftion of a warrior, as well aa 
one of his raoft feripus occupations \ In oftft 
part of their drefs, which, at firft fight, appear^ 
the moft Angular and capricious, the Amerjcan^ 
have difcovered confiderable fagacity in provid-^ 
ing againft the chief inconveniencies of thar 
climate, which is often fultry and moift to'excefsl 
All the different tribes, which remain unclothed, 
are accuftomed to anoint and rub their bodies 

•'■•■»■ •>?!& 

• * Wafer's Voyage, p. 142. Lcry ap. dc Bry, iuTii$i' 
Charlcv. Hift. N. Fran. iii. 216. 2*2. ' • " " r«« 

a Charlcv. Hift. dc la Nouv. France, iii. 278-. 327 J 
Lafitau, ii. 53. Kalm's Voyage, iii. 27$. Lery ap, 4$, 
Bry, iii. 169, 170. Purch. Pilgr. iv. 1287. " Ribas Hift. 
<ie I08 Triumph. &c. 472. 

VSec NOTE L. 
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With the greafe* of anirtials, wifli vlfcoiis gtims, il 6.0 if 
eft} irith dils of different kinds. By this they lv ' 
check that profufe perforation, tfhfchj ill the 
torrid aone, waftes the vigouf 6f the frfcriie, aiid 
abridges the period of human life/ By this too, 
they provide a defence againft the extreme 
moifture during the rainy feafon '• They like- 
^fe, at certain feafons, temper pfcint of different 
colours with thtffe un&uous fubftanfces, iind be* 
ftatib themfelves plentifully with that compofi- 
tibiiw Sheathed #ith this impenetrable varnifh, 
ifiefo fldns are not only protected from the 
penetrating heat of the fun, but, as all the innu- 
merable tribes of infe&s have an antipathy to the 
fmell or tafte of that mixture, they are delivered 
from their teasing perfection, which amidft 
forefts and marflies, efpecMly in the warmet 
regions, would have been altogether intolerable 
In a ftate of peffeS nakednefs \ 

"^The nexi bbjedfc to drefs th at will engage thi Habits- 
attention of a'favage, is to prepare fome habita- 
tion which may afford him (belter by day, and a 
retreat at night. Whatever is conne&ed with 
his ideas of perfonal dignity, whatever bears any 
reference to his military chata&ef, the lavage 

« Sec NOTE LI. 

4 Labat, ii. 73. Gumflk, i. 196. 26*. Bancroft Nit 
Hid. of Guiana, 81. 280. 
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book warrior deems an objeft of importance. What-* 
ever relates only to peaceable and inactive life* 
he views with indifference. » Hence, though 
fiscally attentive to drefs, he is little folicitous 
about the elegance or difpofition of his habita- 
tion. Savage nations, far from that ftate of im- 
provement, in which the mode of living is 
copfidered as a mark of diftin&on, and un^ 
acquainted with thofe wants, which require a 
variety of accommodation, regulate the conduc- 
tion of their houfes according \to their limited 
ideas of neceffity. Some of the American tribes 
were fo extremely rude, and had advanced fo 
tittle beybnd the primeval fimplkity of nature, 
that they had no houfes at all. During the day, 
they take flielter from the fcorching rays of the 
fun under thick trees ; at night they form a 
ihed with their branches and leaves e . In the 
rainy feafoir they retire into coves, formed by the 
hand of Nature, or hollowed out by their owA 
induftry*. Others, who have no fixed abode, 
and roam through the foreft in queft of game, 
fojourn in temporary huts, which they ereft 
with little labour, and abandon without any 

• See .NOTE LII. 

f Lettres Edif. v. 273* Venegaa Hid. of Califor. i. 76. 
Lozano Defcrip. del Gran. Chaco, p. $$. Lettros Edif* 
ii. 176. Gumilla, 1. 383. Bancroft Nat. Hift. of Guiana, 
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concern. The inhabitants of thofe v*ft plains, ' &o.<> -icr 
which are deluged by the overflowing of rivets 
during the heavy rains that fall periodically be- 
tween the tropics, raife hoyfes upon piles fattened 
in die ground, or place them among the boughs 
of trees, and are thus fafe amidft that wide ex-* 
tended inundation which furrounds them*. 
Such were the firft effays of the rudeft Ame* 
ricans towards providing themfelves with habita- 
tions* But even among tribes which are more 
improved, and whofe refidence is become alto- 
gether fixed, the ftru&ure of their houfes is 
extremely mean and fimple. They are wretched 
huts, fometimes of an oblong and fometimes of 
a circular form, intended merely for fhelter, 
with no view to elegance, and little attention to 
conveniency. The doors are fo low, that it is 
neceffary to bend or to creep on the hands and 
feet in order to enter them. They are without 
windows, and have a large hole in the middle of 
the roof, to convey out the fmoke. To follow 
travellers in other minute circumftances of their 
defcription, is not only beneath the dignity of 
hiftory, but would be foreign to the objeft of 
my refearches. One circumftance merits atten- 
tion, as it is Angular, and illuftrates thechara&er 

* Gumilla, 1. 225. Herrera, dec. i. lib. ix. c. 6. Ovi* 
c$Jo Sommar, p. 53, C. 
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book rf the people, Some of tbrir faoufes are fo 
large is to contain accommodation for foutfcore 
or a hundred perfon*. Thefc are buik for die 
reception of different families which dwell toge- 
ther. under the fame roof h , and often around a 
common fire, without feparatc apartment*, or 
any kind of fcreen or partition between the 
fpaces which they refpe&ively occupy. At foon 
as men have acquired diftind ideal of property ; 
pr when they are fo much attached to their 
females, as to . watch them with care - and 
jealoufy j families of courfe divide and fettle* in 
feparatc houfes, where they can fecure and 
guard whatever they wifli to preferve. This 
Angular mode of habitation among feveral people 
of America, may therefore be confidered Hot 
only as the effect of their imperfeft potions con- 
cerning property, but as a proof of . mattemion 
and indifference towards their women. If they 
had not been accuftomed to perfefk equality, 
fuch an arrangement could not have taken {dace. 
Jf their fenfibility had been apt to havfotafaep 
alarm, they woul4 not have trailed the irirtt»;bf 
their women atnidft the temptations and oppor- 
tunities of fuch a promifcuous intercom:!^ At 
the lame time, the perpetual concord which 
feigns in habitations where fo many families arc 



* See NOTE Lilt . 
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: >efQndedLiogeth&, is- furprHing^i-aattdf afforcb a#»ap*K 
• : Staking : evidence that they: aiuft twr f^ ft p^^^ ^-^ } _r 

:;ieithflr -a*' very; gentle, or of a jvcry ; phlegmatic 
? temper, who, in fuch a. fitoation^ arr-nn- 

t acquainted with animofity* brawling; and^f- 

£co> After .making fotne provkion for his.drtfs Their arms. 
^ and habitation, a lavage will perceive the ne- 
^ceffity of preparing proper arms with which to 
*afTau&«r repel an enemy. This, accordingly, 
has early exercifed the ingenuity and invention 
h of all rude nations. The firft offenfive weapons 
v,i$fext doubtlefs fuch as chance prefented, and the 
;. fpxfk efforts of art to improve upon thefe, .were 
^extremely awkward and fimple. Club^made,of 
a fome heavy wood, (lakes hardened in the.jfire, 
lances whofe heads were armed with flmt or the 
v J*>xies of fome animal, are weapons knowa tQ the 
. viildeft nations*; AIL thefe*, however*, were c&tife 
, oooly in. clofe encounter. . , But men; wifhecLlto 
1 annoy their enemies while at a diftance, and the 
-bow and arrow is the mrjft- early invenfion^&r 
- thjs purpofe. This weapon is in the hands 
• /of people^ whofe advances in improvement . are 

. fjounai* <fei£filkt & BecJui^dapgl^Goyanc^f. 65. 
Lafitau Moeurs, ii. 4. Torqucm. Monarq. 1. 247, Journal 
Hift. de Joutal, 217. Lery Hift. Brafil, ap. dc Bry, iii. 
23H. Lozano Defer. d<3 Gnm Ciiaco, 67. 
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book extremely inconfidcrabley and is familiar to tbo 
inhabitants of every quarter of the globe. It is 
remarkable, however, that fome tribes in Ame-; 
rica were fo deftitute of art and ingenuity, that 
they had not attained to the difcovery of this 
fimple invention k , and feem to have been unac- 
quainted with the ufe of any miffive weapon. 
The fling, though in its conftruftibn not friore 
complex than the bow, and among many nations 
of equal antiquity, was little known to the 
people of North America ', or the iflands, but 
appears to have been ufed by a few tribes in the 
fouthern continent m . The people, in fome pro- 
vinces of Chili, and thofe of Patagonia, towards 
the fouthern extremity of America, ufe a weapon 
peculiar to themfelves. They fallen ftones, 
about the fize of a fift, to each end of a leather 
thong of eight feet in length, and fwinging 
thefe round their heads, throw them with faeh 
dexterity, that they feldorti mifs the cb]cGt ty 
which they aim\ 

Their do- Among people who had hardly any occupiU 
tion but war or hunting, the chief exertion* 6f 



rntftic 
utcniils. 



k Piedrahita Cohq. del Nu«vo Rcyno, ix. 12. 
1 Nauf. de Alv. Nun Cabeca dc taca, c. x. p. 12. 
m Piedrah. p. 16. S«c NOTE LIV. 
n Ovalle's Relation of Chili. Church. Colka. iii. 8j. 
Falkncr's Defcript. of Patagon. p. 130. 
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their -invention , as well as induftry, wenr book 
naturally dife&ed towards thefe objects* With -_,_ - a ij-j. 
refpeft to every thing elfe* their, wants and 
defires were fo limited, that their invention was 
not upon the ftretch. As their food and habits* 
tions are perfe&ly fimple, their domeftic utenfik 
are few and rude. Some of the fouthern tribes 
had discovered the art of forming veflels of 
earthen ware, and baking them in the fun, fo as 
they cquld endure the fire. In North America, 
they hollowed a piece of hard wood into the 
form of a kettle, and filling it with water, brought 
it to boil, by putting red-hot {tones into it p f 
Thefe veflels they ufed in preparing part of their Drcffins 
provisions ; and this may be confidered as a ftep 
towards refinement and luxury, for ipen in theiF 
rudeft ftate were not acquainted with any method 
of dreffing their vi&uals, but by roafting them 
on the fire ; and among feveral tribes in Ame^ 
rica, this is the only fpecies of cookery yet 
known 9 . But the mafter-piece of art, among confine 
the favages of America, is the conftru&ion of canoes. 
their canoes. An Efkimaux, (hut up in his 
boat of whalebone, covered with the (kins of 
feals, can brave that ftormy ocean, on which 
the barrennefs of his country compels him to 

° See NOTE LV. * Charlcv. Hift. N. Fr. iii. 332. 
n See NOTE LVI. 
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J * k depend Sot, the chief part of, his fobfiftehce % 
The people of Canada venture upon their rivers 
tod kikes, in boats made of the bark of trees, 
and fo light that two men can carry them, 
wherever (haHows or catara&s obftrufi the navi* 
gation** In thefe frail veffels they undertake 
and accomplifli long voyages '. The inhabitants 
of the ifles and of the fouthern continent form 
their canoes by hollowing the trunk of 4t large 
tree, with infinite labour, and though in appear- 
ance they are extremely aukward and unwieldy, 
they paddle and fleer them with fuch dexterity, 
that Europeans, well acquainted with al| the im- 
provements in the fcience of navigation; bpre 
been aftonifhed at the rapidity of their motiop, 
and the quickneft of their evolutions;' "Their 
pirogues > or war-boats, are fo large as >to xxpfj 
forty or fifty men; their canoes employed: in 
lifting and in fhort voyages are te&: capacious; 8 . 
The form, as well as materials of , all Jtbefe 
various kinds of veffels, is well adapted ^ to the 
fervice for which they • are deftined \ ; and the 
more minutely they are examined, the mechaipfia 
of their ftru&ure, as well as neatnefs o£~Aeir 
fabric, will appear the more furprifing. •■..•>.. vS\ 






\ * Ladtau Moeura, &c. ii. 213 



' Ellis Voy. 133. • See NOTE LVft. ' 

K Ladtau Mceurs, &c. ii. 213. 

Labat Voyages, ii. 9 '* &*• *3*« .♦ lk .!•., . ; 
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Ttor, in every attempt towards induftry^moftg * <j ® K 
the Americans, one ftriking quality in their cfaa- .1 H ■ y ,„ -f 
rafter is confpicuous. They apply to work with- wtbJtoflL 
j oat ardour, carry it on with little a&ivity, and, ^SS^ 
like children, are eafiiy diverted from it. Even 
in operations which feem the mod interefting, 
and where the moft powerful motives urge them 
to vigorous exertions, they labour with a languid 
liftleflhefs. Their work advances under <tb$ir 
hand with fuch flownefs, that an eye-witnefs 
compares it to the imperceptible progrefs of ve- 
getation r . They will fpend fo many years in 
forming a canoe, that it often begins to rot with 
age before they finifh it. They will fuffer one 
part of a ropf tp decay and perifh, before tbty 
^complete the other w f The flighted manual 
operation copfumes an amazing length of time * 
and what in polUhed napous would hardly be an 
effort of induftry. is among lavages an arduoui 
undertaking. ; . This, flownefs of the Americata* 
in executing works of ev^ry kind m&f be imputed 
x to various cades. Among favages, who do apt 
ijiepend for fubfiftence upon (he efforts of regular 
iadufhy* time is of fo little importance, that they 
fet no value upon it ; and provided they can 
finifh a defign, they never regard how long they 
jare employed, about it f The tools which they 

* • 

r Gumilla, ii. 297, * JJorde Relat. des Caraibes, p. a» , 
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b o o k employ arc fo auk ward and defe&ive, that* every 
work in which they engage mud necefiarily bt 
tedious. The hand of the mod: induftrious and 
fkilful aftift, were it furnifhed with no better in- 
ftrument. than a (lone hatchet, a (hell, or the 
bone of fome animal, would find it difficult to 
perfeft the molt fimple work. It is by length of 
labour, that he mult endeayour to fupply Ms de- 
fed of power. But above all, the cold phleg- 
matic temper peculiar to the Americans renders 
their operations languid. It is &lmoft impoffible 
to rouze them from that habitual indolence 
in which they are funk; and unlefii wheft 
engaged in war or hunting, they feem incapabte 
of exerting any vigorous effort. Their ardour 
of application is not fo great as to call forth that 
inventive fpirit which fuggefts expedients for 
facilitating and abridging labour. They will re* 
turn to a talk day after day, but all their methods 
of executing it are tedious and operofe x . Eve* 
fince the Europeans have communicated to them 
the knowledge of their inftruments, and 'taught 
them to imitate their arts, the peculiar genius, nf 
the Americans is confpicuous in every attempt 
they make. They may be patient and affiduow 
in labour, they can copy with a fervile and 
minute accuracy, but difcover little invention, 

* Sec NOTE LVIII, 

an4 
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and no talents for difpatch. In fpite of in- rook 
ftru&ion and example, the fpirit of the race pre* 
dominates; their motions are naturally tardy, 
and it is in vain to urge them to quicken their 
pace. Among the Spaniards in America, /£<? 
wrk of an Indian is a phrafe by which they 
defcribe any thing, in the execution of which an 
immenfe time has been employed, and much 
labour wafted y . 



VII. No circumftance refpe&ing rude nation* Their rdi- 
has been the objeft of greater cuiiofity thaii 8l ° m 
their religious tenets and rites j and none, per- 
haps, has been fo imperfe&ly underftood, or re- 
prefented with fo little fidelity. Priefts and mif- Peculiar 
fionaries are the perfons who have had. the bed in thiVilt! 
opportunities of carrying on this inquiry, among quiry * 
the moil uncivilized of the American tribes. 
Their minds, engroffed by the doctrines of their 
own religion, and habituated to it& inftitutions, 
are apt to difcover fomething which refembles 
thofe obje&s of their veneration, in the opinion? 
and rites of every people* Whatever they con* 
template, they view through one medium, and 
draw and accommodate it to their own fyftem. 
They ftudy to reconcile the inftitutions, which 
fall under their obfervation, to their own creed, 

y Voyages de UUoa, u 335, Lettr. Edif. &c. 15. 348. 

not 
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riot to explain them according to the r*!d 
notions of the people themfelves. They afcribtf 
to them ideas which they are incapable of form<i 
uig, and fuppofe them to be acquainted with 
principles and fe&s, which it is impoflible that 
they ihould know. Hence, fome miffionaries 
haVe been induced to believe, that even among 
the raoft barbarous nations in America, they** 
had difcovered traces, no lefs diftinft than 
amazing, of their acquaintance with the fuWime 
myfteries and peculiar inftitutions of Chriftiartity* 
From their own interpretation of certain exprefc 
fions and cere'monies, they have concluded that 
thefe people had fome knowledge of the do&rine 
of the Trinity, of the incarnation of the Son dt 
God, of his expiatory fecrifice, of the virtue of 
the crofs, and of the efficacy of the facraments\ 
In fuch unintelligent 1 and credulous guided, wi 
can place little confidence. ' ' 

■ .*'■».« 

But, even when tfc* make our choice of c6fti r 
du&ors, with the greateft care, we muft not'fSSK * 
low them with implicit faith. An inquiry 1M& 1 
the religious notions of rude nations is ftivoltfctf 
in peculiar intricacies, and we muft often patift : 
in order to feparate the fads which oti^fe* 

■ ■ > T ■ 

• . . ,d 

* Venegas, i. 88. 92. Torqucmada, Ii. 445. Garcis 
Crigcn. 122. Hcrrcra, dec. 4* lib. be. c. 7. dec. 5. 13>< iv. 
c. 7. 

formers 
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fawner* relate, from the reafonings with which b K 
they; are accompanied, . or the theories which 
th?y build upon them. Several pious writers, 
snore attentive to the importance of the fubje& 
than to the condition qf the people whole fenti- 
ments they were endeavouring to difcover, havte 
beftowed much unprofitable labour in refearcbe* 
of this nature \ < * 



• There are two fundamental do&rincs, upon Confined to 
which the- whole fyftem of religion, as far as it des. 
can be difcovered by the light of nature, is* 
eftablifhed. The one refpetts the being of a' 
God,- the other the immortality of the fouL To* 
difcover the ideas of the uncultivated nation* 
under our review with regard to tljofe important 
points, is not only an objeft of curiofity, but 
may afford inftru&ion. To thefe two articles I 
fhall confine my refearches, leaving fubordinate 
opinions, and the detail of local fuperftitions, to • 

more minute inquirers. Whoever has had any The being 
opportunity of examining into the religious og>i-o° 
nions of perfons in the inferior ranks of life, 
even in the molt enlightened and civilized na- 
tions, will find that their fyftem of belief is 
derived from inftru&ion, not difcovered by in- 
quiry. That numerous part of the human 

• See NOTE LIX. 

fpecies, 
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fpedes* whofe lot is labour, whofe principal and 
almoft fole occupation is to fecure fubfiftence* 
views the arrangement and operations of nature 
with little reflection, and has neither leifure nor 
capacity for entering into that path of refined 
and intricate fpeculation which condu&s to the 
knowledge of the principles of natural religion* 
In the early and mod rude periods of favage 
life, fuch difquiiitions are altogether unknown* 
When the intelle&ual powers are juft beginning 
to unfold, and their firfl feeble exertions are 
directed towards a, few obje&s of primary ne* 
ceffity and ufe ; when the faculties of the mind 
are fo limited, as not to have formed abftraft or 
general ideas ; when language is fo barren, as to 
be deftitute of names to diftinguifh any thing 
that is not perceived by fome of the fenfes ; it is 
prepofterous to expect that man fhould be ca- 
pable of tracing with accuracy the relation be* 
tween caufe and effect ^ or to fuppofe that he 
fhould rife from the contemplation of the one to 
the knowledge of the other, and form juft coo* 
ceptions of a Deity, as the Creator and Governor 
of the univerfe. The idea of creation is fo 
familiar wherever the mind is enlarged by fd* 
ence, and illuminated with revelation, that we 
feldom reflecl how profound and abftrufe this 
idea is, or confider what progrefs man mull have 
made in obfervation and refearch, before he 

could 
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could arrive at any knowledge of this elementary book 
principle in religion. Accordingly, feveral tribes 
have been difcovered in America, which have no 
idea whatever of a Supreme Being, and no rites 
of religious worfliij>. Inattentive to that magni- 
ficent fpeftacle of beauty and order prefented to- 
their view, unaccuftomed to refleft either upon 
what they themfelves are, or to inquire who 
is the author of their exiftence, men, in their 
favage date, pafs their days like the animals 
round them, without knowledge or veneration 
of any fuperior power. Some rude tribes have 
not in their language any name for the Deity, 
nor have the moft accurate obfervers been able 
to difcover any practice or inftitution which 
feemed to imply that they recognifed his autho- 
rity, or were folicitous to obtain his favour \ It 
is however only among men in the moft un- 
cultivated ftate of nature, and while their intel- 
lectual faculties are fo feeble and limited as 



b Biet, 539. Lery ap. dc Bry, iii. 221. Nieuhoff. 
Church. Coll. ii. 132. JLettr. Edif. 2. 177. Id. 12, 13. 
Venegas, i. 87. Lozano Defcript. del Grand Chaco, 59. 
Fernand. Million, de Chiquit. 39. Gumilla, ii. 156. 
Rochefort Hift. des Antilles, p. 468. Margrave Hift. in 
Append, de Chilienfibus, 286. Ulloa Notic. Americ 3359 
&c. Barrerc, 218, 219. Harcourt Yoy. to Guiana. 
Purch. Pilgr. iv. p. 1273. Account of Brafil, by a Portu- 
guefe. Ibid. p. 1289. Jones's Journal, p. 59, See 
NOTE LX. 

vol. 11. o hardly 
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book hardly to elevate them above the irrational 
creation, that we difcover this total infenfibility 
to the impreffions of any invifible power. 

But the human mind, formed for religion, 
foon opens to the reception of ideas, which are 
deftined, when corrected and refined, to be the 
great fource of confolation amidft the calamities 
of life. Among fome of the American tribes, 
ftill in the infancy of improvement, we difcern 
apprehenfions of fome invifible and powerful 
beings. Thefe apprehenfions are originally in- 
diftinft and perplexed, and feem to be fuggefted 
rather by the dread of impending evils, than to 
flow from gratitude for bleffings received. While 
Nature holds on her courfe with uniform and 
undifturbed regularity, men enjoy the benefits 
refulting from it, without inquiring concerning 
its caufe. But every deviation from this regular 
courfe roufes and aftonifhes them. When they 
behold events to which they are not accuftomed, 
they fearch for the reafons of them with eager 
curiofity. Their underftanding is unable to 
penetrate into thefe ; but imagination, a more 
forward and ardent faculty of the mind, decides 
without hefitation. It afcribes the extraordinary 
occurrences in nature to the influence of in- 
vifible being?, and fuppofes that the thunder, the 
hurricane, and the earthquake,' are effefts of 

their 
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their interpofition. Some fuch confufed notion 
of fpiritual or invifible power, fuperintending 
over thofe natural calamities which frequently 
defolate the earth, and terrify its inhabitants, 
may be traced among many rude nations *• 
But befides this, the difafters and dangers 
of favage life are fo many, and men often find 
themfelves in Situations fo formidable, that the 
mind, fenfible of its own weaknefs, has no 
refource but in the guidance and protection of 
wifdom and power fuperior to what is human* 
Dejetted with calamities which opprefs him, and 
expofed to dangers which he cannot repel, the 
favage no longer relies upon himfelf ; he feels 
his own impotence, and fees no profpedk of being 
extricated, but by the interpofition of fome 
unfeen arm* Hence, in all unenlightened na- 
tions, the firft rites or pra&ices which bear any 
refemblance to a&s of religion, have it for their 
objeft to avert evils which men fuffer or dread. 
The Manitous or Okkis of the North Americans 
were amulets or charms, which they imagined 
to be of fuch virtue, as to preferve the perfons 
who repofed confidence in them from every 
difaftrous event, or they were confidered as 
tutelary fpirits, whofe aid they might implore in 

• See NOTE LXI. 

o 2 circum- 
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book clrcumftances of diftrefs *. The Cemis of the 

IV 

iflanders were reputed by them to be the authors 
of every calamity that affli&s the human race ; 
they were reprefented under the mod frightful 
forms, and religious homage was paid 'to them 
with no other view than to appeafe thefe furious 
deities 6 . Even among thofe tribes whofe re* 
Hgious fyftem was more enlarged, and who had 
formed fome conception of benevolent being*, 
which delighted in conferring benefits, as well as 
of malicious powers prone to inflift evil ; fuper- 
ftition (till appears as the offspring of fear, and 
all its efforts were employed to avert calamities. 
They were perfuaded that their good deities, 
prompted by the beneficence of their nature, 
would beftow every bleffing ' in their power, 
without folicitation or acknowledgment} and 
their only anxiety was to foothe and deprecate 
the wrath of the powers whom they regarded as 
the enemies of mankind f . n 



4 Charlev. N. Fr. in. 343, &c. Creuxii HHL G*mL 
p. 82, &c. 

• Oviedo, lib. iii. c. I. p. in. P. Martyr, decsuL 
p. 102, &c. 

m 

f Tertre, 11. 365. Borde, p. 14. State of Virginia, by 
a Native, book iii. p. 32, 33. Dumont, i. 165. Bancroft 
Nat. Hift. of Guiana, 309. \ 
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Such were the imperfect conceptions of the b ook 
greater part of the Americans with refpeft to the i-r v— ■* 
interpofitions of invifible agents, and fuch, almoft 
univerfally, was the mean and illiberal objeft of 
their fuperftitions. Were we to trace back the 
ideas of othfer nations to that rude ftate in which 
hiftory firft prefents them to our view, we 
fhould difcover a furprifing refemblance in their 
tenets and pra&ices ; and fhould be convinced, 
that, in fimilar circumftances, the faculties of 
the human mind hold nearly the fame courfe in 
their progrefs, and arrive at almoft the fame con- 
clufions. The impreflions of fear are confpicuous 
in all the fyftems of fuperftition formed in this 
fituation. The moft exalted notions of men rife 
no higher than taa perplexed apprehenfion of 
certain beings, whofe power, though fuper- 
natural, is limited as well as partial. 

But, among other tribes, which have been Remarkable 
longer united, or have made greater progrefs in their rciigi- 
hnprovement, we difcern fome feeble pointing ous n0tl0ns ' 
towards more juft and adequate conceptions 
of the power that prefides in nature. They 
feem to perceive that there muft be fome univer- 
fal caufe to whom all things are indebted for 
thpir being. If we may judge by fome of their 
expreflions, they appear to acknowledge a divine 
power to be the maker of the world, . and the 

03 / difpofer 
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difpofer of all events. They denominate Mrn 
the Great Spirit*. But thefe ideas are faint 
and confufed, and when they attempt to explain 
them, it is manifeft, that among them the word 
fpirit has a meaning very different from that in 
which we employ it, and that they have no con- 
ception of any deity but what is corporeal. They 
believe their gods to be of the human form, 
though of a nature more excellent than man, 
and retail fuch wild incoherent fables concern* 
ing their funftions and operations, as are alto- 
gether unworthy of a place in hiftory. Even 
among thefe tribes, there is no eftabliflied form 
of public worfhip ; there are no temples erefted 
in honour of their deities ; and no ministers pe- 
culiarly confecrated to their feryice. They have 
the knowledge, however, of feveral fuperftitious 
ceremonies and practices handed down to them 
by tradition, and to thefe they have recourfe 
with a childifli credulity, when roufed by any 
emergence from their ufual infenfibility, and ex- 
cited to acknowledge the power, and to implore 
the protedtion of fuperior beings h . 



Syftcm of The tribe of the Natchez, and the people of 

the Nat- r r ^ 

chez. Bogota had advanced beyond the other un6ulti- 



s Charlev. N. Fr. iii. 343. Sagard, Voy. du Pays dcs 
Hurons, 226. 
* Charlev. N. Fr. iiL 345. Coldcn, i. 17. - 

vated 
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vated nations of America in their ideas of reli- 
gion, as well as in their political inftitutions ; 
and it is no lefs difficult to explain* the caufe 
of this diftinftion than of that which we have 
already confidered. The Sun was the chief 
object of religious worfhip among the Natchez. 
In their temples, which were conftrufted with 
fome magnificence, and decorated with various 
ornaments, according to their mode of architec- 
ture, they preferved a perpetual fire, as the 
pureft emblem of their divinity. Minifters were 
appointed to watch and feed this facred flame. 
The firft funftion of the great chief of the nation, 
every morning, was an aft of obeifance to the 
Sun; and feftivals returned at ftated feafons, 
which were celebrated by the whole community 
with folemn but unbloody rites 1 . This is the 
moft refined fpecies of fuperftition known in 
America, and, perhaps, one of the moft natural 
as well as moft feducing. The Sun is the 
apparent fource of the joy, fertility, and life, 
diffufed through nature j and while the human 
mind, in its earlier eflays towards inquiry, con- 
templates and admires his univerfal and animat- 
ing energy, its admiration is apt to ftop fhort at 
what is vifible, without reaching to the unfeen 
caufe j and pays that adoration to the moft 

1 Dumont, 1. 158, &c. Charlev. N. Fr. *"• 41 7> &c. 
429. Lafitau, i. 167. 

o 4 glorious 
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Ikook glorious and beneficial work of God, which if 
dae only to him who formed it. As fire is the 
pureft and mod a&ive of the elements, and in 
fome of its qualities and effeds refembles the 
Sun, it was, not improperly, chofen to be the 
emblem of his powerful operation. The ancient 
Periians, a people far fuperior, in every refpeft, 
to that rude tribe whofe rites I am defcribing, 
founded their religious fyftem on fimilar prhb- 
ciples, and eflablifhed a form of public worfbsp, 
lefs grofs and exceptionable than that of any 
people deflitute of guidance from revelation. 
This furprifing co-incidence in fentimeilt between 
two nations, in fuch different ftates of improve- 
ment, is one of the many lingular and un- 
accountable circumftances whidb occur iji the 
hiflory of human affairs. 

Among the people of Bogota, the Sun and 
Moon were, likewife, the chief objefts of venera- 
tion. Their fyftem of religion was more regular 
and complete, though lefs pure, than that of the 
Natchez. They had temples, altars, priefls, Sa- 
crifices, and that long train of ceremonies, which 
fuperftition introduces wherever (he has fully 
eflablifhed her dominion over the minds of men. 
But the rites of their worfhip were cruel and 
bloody. They offered human vittims to their 
deities, and many of their pra&ices nearly re;? 

fembled 
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fcmbled the barbarous inftitutiQns of the Mesij * o o r 
cans, the genius of which, we (hall have a$ 
qpportuoity of confidwng more attentively in its 
proper plage \ 



Their ideas 
concerning 



• , W ,TH refpe£k to the. other great do&rine of re< 
ligion, concerning the immortality of the foul* j|J imi ?°j^ 
$}$ fentiments of the Americans were more foul > 
united : the human mind, even when lead im- 
proved and invigorated by culture, (brinks from 
the thoughts of annihilation, and looks forwaufl 
with hope and expe&ation to a Hate of future 
exiftence. This fentjment, refulting from a 
fecret cpnfcioufnef? of its own dignity, from an 
inftin&ive longing after immortality, is univerfel, 
and may be deemed natural. Upon this, are 
founded the ryioft exalted hopes of man in his 
higheft (late of improvement ; nor has nature 
withheld from him this foothing confolation, in 
the mod early and rude period of his progrefs. 
We can trace this opinion from one extremity of 
America to the other ; income regions more 
fajnt ?md obfeure, in others more perfectly de- 
veloped, Jbut npwhere unknown. The mofl: 
uncivilized of its favage tribes do not apprehend 
death as the extinction of being. All entertain 
hopes of a future and more happy ftate, where 

k Picdrahita, Conq. delN. Reyno, p, 17. Herrcra, dec, 6. 
lib. v. c. 6. v 

they 
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they fliall be for ever exempt from the calamities 
which imbitter human life in its prefent condition. 
This future ftate they conceive to be a delightful 
country, bleffed with perpetual fpring, whofe fo* 
refts abound with game, whofe rivers fwarm with 
fifli, where famine is never felt, and uninterrupted 
plenty fhall be enjoyed without labour or toil. 
But as men, in forming their firft imperfeft ideas 
concerning the invifible world, fuppofe that there 
they fhall continue to feel the fame defires, and 
to be engaged in the fame occupations, as in the 
prefent world ; they naturally afcribe eminence 
and diftinftion, in that ftate, to the fame qualities 
and talents which are here the object of their 
efteem. The Americans, accordingly, allotted 
the higheft place, in their country of fpirits, to 
the fkilful hunter, to the adventurous and fucceff- 

ful warrior, and to fuch as had tortured the 

i 

greateft number of captives, and devoured their 
induce flefh 1 . Thefe notions were fo prevalent, that 
b©ry arms, they gave rife to an univerfal cuftom, which is, 
tte dead. 1 at once, the ftrongeft evidence that the Ameri- 
cans believe in a future ftate, and the befl^ 
iiluftration of what they expert there. As they 
imagine, that departed fpirits begin their career 
anew in the world whither they are gone, that 

1 Leryap. de Bry, iii. 222. Charkv. N. Fr, iii. 351* 
&c. De la Pothcrie, ii. 45, &c. iii. 5. 

their 
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their friends may -not enter upon if defencelefs 
and unprovided, they bury together with the bo- 
dies of the dead their bow, their arrows, and 
other weapons ufed in hunting or war ; they de* 
pofit in their tombs the fldns or fluffs of which 
they make garments, Indian corn, manioc, veni- 
fon, domeftic utenfils, and whatever is reckoned 
among* the neceflaries in their fimple mode of 
life m . In fome provinces, upon the deceafe of a 
cazique or chief, a certain number of his wives, 
of his favourites, and of his flaves, were put to 
death, and interred together with him, that he 
might appear with the fame dignity in his future 
ftation, and be waited upon by the fame at- 
tendants*, This perfuafion is fo deep-rooted, 
that many of the deceafed perfon's retainers 
offer themfelves as voluntary viftims, and court 
the privilege of accompanying their departed 
mafter, as an high diftin&ion. It has been found 
difficult, on fome occafions, to fet bounds to 

m Chronica de Cieca de Leon, c. 28. Sagard, 288. 
Creux. Hift. Can ad. p. 91. Rochefort. Hift. des Antilles, 
568. Biet, 391. De la Potherie, ii. 44. iii. 8. Blanco* 
Converf. de Pii-itu, p. 35. 

n Dumont, Louifiane, i. 208, &c. Oviedo, lib. v. c 3. 
Oomara, Hift. Gen. c. 28. P. Mart, decad. 304. Char- 
lev. N. Fr. iii. 421. Herrera, dec. 1. lib. iii. c 3. P., 
Melchior Hernandez, Memor. de Chiriqui. Coll. Orig. 
Papers, i. Chron. de Cieca de Leon, c. 33. 

this 
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B °i$ K ***** cnthufiafm of affe&ionate duty, and to re- 
^ ■■vi^ duce the train of a favourite leader to fuch a 
number as the tribe could afford to fpare . 

supcrfti- Among the Americans, as well as other unci-' 

tion con- % % m 7 

neaed with vilized nations, many of the rites and obfervances 
which bear fome refemblarice to afts of religion, 
have no connexion with devotion, but proceed 
from a fond defire of prying into futurity. The 
human mind isunoft apt to feel, and to dtfcover 
this vain curiofity, when its own powers are mod: 
feeble and uninformed. Aftonifhed with occur- 
rences, of winch it is unable to comprehend the 
caufe, it naturally fancies that there is fomething 
my fterious and wonderful in their origin. Alarmed 
at events of which it cannot difcern the iffue or 
the confequences, it has recourfe to other means 
of difcovering them, than the exercife of its 
own fagacity. Wherever fuperftition is fo efta- 
blifhed as to form a regular fyftem, this defire of 
penetrating into the fecrets of futurity is con- 
nected with it. Divination becomes a religious 
aft. Priefts, as the minifters of Heaven, pretend 
to deliver its oracles to men. They are the 
only foothfayers, augurs, and magicians, who 
profefs the facred and important art of difdofiqg 
M'hat is hid from other eyes. 

» 
• See NOTE LXU. 

* • 

But, 
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BttT, among rude nations, who pay no venera- 6 o o it 
tion to any fuperintending power, and who have *-^L^ 
no eftablifhed rites or minifters of religion, their Th [ s de - 

O ' partment 

curiofity to difcover what is future and un* b ^ n s R xo 
known is qherifhed by a different principle, and cian». 
derives ftrength from another alliance. As the 
difeafes of men, in the favage (late, are (as has 
been already obferved) like thofe of the animal 
creation, few but extremely violent, their im- 
patience under what they fuffer, and folicitude 
for the recovery of health, foon infpired them 
with extraordinary reverence for fuch as pre- 
tended to underftand the nature of their mala- 
dies, and to be pofleffed of knowledge fufficient 
to preferve or deliver them from their fudden apd 
fatal efFe&s. Thefe ignorant pretenders, how- 
ever, were fuch utter ftrangers to the ftru&ure of 
the human frame, as to be equally unacquainted 
with the caufes of its diforders, and the manner 
in. which they will terminate. Superfttfion, 

mingled frequently with fome portion of craft, 
fupplied what they wanted in fcience. They im- 
puted the origin of difeafes to fupernatural in- 
fluence, and prefcribed or performed a variety of 
myfterious rites, which they gave out to be 
of fuch efficacy as to remove the moil dan* 
gerous and inveterate maladies. The credulity 
and love of the marvellous, natural to unin^ 
formed men, favoured the deception, and pre- 
pared \ 
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B °i *? K pa*ed them to be the dupes of thofe impoftors* 
Among favages, their firft phyficians are a kind 
of conjurers or wizards, who boaft that they 
know what is pad, and can foretell what is 
to come. Incantations, forcery, and mummeries 
of diverfe kinds, no lefs ftrange than frivolous, 
are the means which they employ to expel 
Jthe imaginary caufes of malignity p j and relying 
upon the efficacy of thefe, they predid with 
confidence what will be the fate of their de- 
luded patients. Thus fuperftition, in its earlieft 
form, flowed from the folicitude of man to 
be delivered from prefent diftrefs, not from his 
dread of evils awaiting him in a future life, and 
was originally ingrafted on medicine,' not on 
religion. One of the firft, and mod intelligent 
hiftorians of America, was ftruck with this 
alliance between the art of divination and that of 
phyfic, among the people of Hifpaniola q . But 
this was not peculiar to them. The A /ex is, the 
Pktyas, the Autmoins, or whatever was the diftin* 
guifhing name of their diviners and charmers in 
other parts of America, were all the phyficians 
of their refpeftive tribes, in the fame manner as 
the Buhitos of Hifpaniola. As their fun&ion led 
them to apply to the human mind when en- 

P P. Mclch. Hernandez, Memorial de Chiriqui. Colledh 
Orig. Pap. 1. 

i Ovicdo, lib. v. c. i. 

feebled 
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feebled by ficknefs, and as they found it, in that book. 
feafon of deje&ion, prone to be alarmed with « — w - _j 
imaginary fears, or amufed with vain hopes, they 
eafily induced it to rely with implicit confidence 
on the virtue of their fpells, and the certainty of 
their predictions '. • " . • 

Whenever men acknowledge the reality of Gradu % 

° m J extends. 

fupernatural power and difcernment in one in- 
ftance, they have a propenfity to admit it in others. 
The Americans did not long fuppofe the efficacy 
of conjuration to be confined to one fubjeft. 
They had recourfe to it in every fituation of 
danger or diftrefs. When the events of war 
were peculiarly difaftrous, when they met with 
unforefeen difappointments in hunting, when 
inundations or drought threatened their crops 
with deftruftion, they called upon their conjurers 
to begin their incantations, in order to difcover 
the caufes of thofe calamities, or to foretell what 
would be their iffue s . Their confidence in this 
delufive art gradually increafed, and manifefted 
itfelf in all the occurrences of life. When in- 

r Herrcra, dec. i. lib. iii. c. 4. Ofborne, Coll. ii. 86o« 
Dumont, i. 169, &c. Charlev. N. Fr. iii. 361. 364, &c. 
X-awfon, N. Carol. 214. Ribas, Triumph, p. 17. Biet, 
386. De la Potheric, ii. 35, &c. 

$ Charlev. N. Fr. iii. 3. Dumont, i. 173. Fernand. 
Rclac. de lo* Chiquit. p. 40. JLozanoi 84. Margrave, 279. 

volved 
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book volved in any difficulty, or about to enter upon 
any tranfadion of moment, every individual 

regularly confulted the forcerer, and depended 
upon his inftrudions to extricate him from the 
former, as well as to direft his conduct in 
the latter. Even among the rudeft tribes in 
America, fuperftition appears in this form, and 
divination is an art in high efteem. Long before 
man had acquired fuch knowledge of a deity 
as infpires reverence, and leads to adoration, we 
obferve him (Iretching out a prefumptuous hand 
to draw afide that veil with which providence 
kindly conceals its purpofes from human know- 
ledge ; and we find him labouring, with fruitlefs 
anxiety, to penetrate into the myfteries of the 
divine adminiftratioi}. To difcern, and to wor- 
fhip a fuperintending power, is an evidence 
of the enlargement and maturity of the human 
underflanding j a vain defire of prying into futu- 
rity, is the error of its infancy, and a proof of its 
weaknefs. 

From this weaknefs proceeded likewife the 
faith of the Americans in dreams, their ob- 
fervation of omens, their attention to the chirp- 
ing of birds, and the cries of animals, all which 
they fuppofe to be indications pf future events, 
and if any one of thefe prognoftics is deemed 
unfavourable, they inftantly abandon the purfuit 

of 
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*>F thofe meafures on which they are mod eagerly boor 
bent*. 



VIII. But if we Would form a Complete idea Detached 
of the uncultivated nations of America, we muft u om8 * 
not pafs unobferved fome lingular cuftoms* 
which, though univerfal and charafterifticj could 
not be reduced, with propriety, to any of tha 
articles into which I have divided my inquiry 
concerning their manners* 

Among lavages * in every part of the globe, Love of 
the love of dancing is a favourite paffion. As, 
during a great part bf their time* they languid! 
in a (late of inactivity and indolence, without any 
occupation to roufe or ihtereft them, they delight 
untverfally in a paftime which calls forth the 
a&ive powers of their nature into exetcife* ' The 
Spaniards, when they fir ft vifited America, were 
aftonifhed at the fondnefs of the natives for 
dancing, and beheld with wonder a people, cold 
and unanimated in mod of their other purfuits, 
kindle into life, and exert themfelves with ar- 
dour, as often as this favourite amufement re- 
curred* Among them, indeed, dancing ought 
not to be denominated an amufement* It is a 

1 Charlev. N. Fr. iii. 262. 353. Stadiusap. de Bry, iii. 
120. Creuxj. Hift. Canad. 84. Techo Hift. of Parag. 
Church. ColL vi. 37, De la Potherie, iii. 6. 

vol. ii, p ferious 
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book ferious and important occupation, which mingles 
in every occurrence of public or private life. If 
any intercourfe be neceffary between two Ameri- 
can tribes, the ambaffadors of the one approach 
in a folemn dance, and prefent the calumet or 
emblem of peace ; the fachems of the other re- 
ceive it with the fame ceremony \ If war is de- 
nounced againft an enemy, it is by a dance, ex- 
preffive of the refentment which they fed, and of 
the vengeance which they meditate w . If the 
wrath of their gods is to be appeafed, or their 
beneficence to be celebrated ; if they rejoice at 
the birth of a child, or mourn the death of a 
friend x , they have dances appropriated to each of 
thefe fituations, and fuited to the different fenti- 
ments with which they are then animated. If a 
perfon is indifpofed, a dance is prefcribed as the 
mod effectual means of reftoring him to health ; 
and if he himfelf cannot endure the fatigue 
of fuch an exercife, the phyfician or conjurer 
performs it in his name, as if the virtue of his. 
activity could be transferred to his patient r . 

* De la Potheric Hift. ii. 17, Sue. Charlcv. N. Fr. iii. 
an. 297. La Hontaij, 1. 100. 137* Hennepin Dccoiu 
246, &c. 

w Charlev. N. Fr. iii. 298. Lafitau, i. 523. 

x Joutel, 343. Gomara Hiit. Gen. c. 196. 

r Deny* Hift. Nat. 189. Brickell, 372. Dc la Pothcric, 
il 36. 

All 
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All their dances are imitations of fome aftion j boqr 
and though the mufie by which they are re^ 
gulated is extremely fimple and tirefome to the 
ear by its dull monotony, fome of their dances 
appear wonderfully expreffive and animated. 
The war dance is, perhaps, the mofi ftriking; 
It is the reprefentation of a complete American 
campaign. The departure of the warriors from 
their village, their march into the enemy's 
country, the caution with which they jencamp, 
the addrefs with which they flation fome of their 
party in ambufli, the manner of furpriling the 
enemy, the noife and ferocity of the combat, the 
fcalping of thofe who are flain, the feizing oi 
prifoners, the triumphant return of the con- 
querors, and the torture of the vi&ims, are 
fucceflively exhibited. The performers ente;r 
with fuch enthufiaftic ardour into their feveral 
parts; their geftures, their countenance, their 
voice, are fo wild and fo well adapted to their 
various fituations, that Europeans can hardly be-» 
lieve it to be a mimic fcene, or view it without 
emotions of fear and horror z * 

But however exprdfive fome of the American 
dances may be, there is one cifcumftance in them 

* De la Potheric, ii. 116. Charlcv. N. Fr. iii. 297. 
Lafitau, 1-523. 

p 2 remark- 
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remarkable, and conne&ed with the chara&er of 
the race. The fongs, the dances, the amufe- 
ments of other nations, expreffive of the fenti- 
inenfs which animate their hearts, are often 
adapted to difphty or excite that fenfibility which 

ftiutually attaches the fexes. Among fome people, 
ftich is the ardour of this paflion, that love is 
almoft the fole object of feftivity and joy ; and as 
rude nations are ftrangers to delicacy, and unac* 
cuftomed to difgtiife any emotion of their minds^ 
their dances are often extremely wanton and in- 
decent* Such is the Calenda, of which the 
natives of Africa are fo paflionately fond • j and 
fuch the feats of the dancing girls, which the 
Afiatics contemplate with fo much- avidity of de- 
fire. But, among the Americans, more cold 
and indifferent to their females, from caufes 
which I have already explained, the paflion of 
love mingles but little with their feftivals and 
paftimes. Their fongs and dances are moftly foi 
lemn and martial, they are connected with foind 
of the ferious and important affairs of life \ and 
having no relation to love or gallantry, zr6 
feldom common to the two fexes, but executed 

* Adanfou Voyage to Senegal, ij'L 287. Labat 
Voyages, iv. 463. Sloane Hifl. Nat. of Jam. Introd. p. 4*. 
Fermin. Defcript. de Surin. i. p. j 39. 

b Defcript. of N. France. Olbornc Coll. ii. S83. Char* 
lev. N. Fr. iii. 84. 

by 
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by the men and women apart c . If, on fome book 
occafions, the women are permitted to join in t _ - u * rm j 
the feftival, the chara£ter of the entertainment is 
(till the fame, and no movement or gefture 
is expreffive of attachment, or encourages famir 
Uarity*, 

Aln immoderate love of play, efpecially at Paffionfor 
games of hazard, which feems to be natural 
to all people unaccuftomed to the occupations of 
regular induftry, is likewife univerfal among 
the Americans. The fame caufes, which fo 
often prompt perfons in civilized life, who are at 
their eafe, to have recourfe to this paftime, ren* 
der it the delight of the favage. The former are 
independent of labour, the latter do not feel the 
neceffity of it ; and as both are unemployed, 
they run with tranfport to whatever is mterefting 
enough to ftir and to agitate their minds* Hence 
the Americans, who. at other times are fo§ inf 
different, fo phlegmatic, fo filent, and animated 
with fo few defires, as foon as they engage 
in play become rapacious, impatient, noify, and 
almoft frantic with eagernefs. Their furs, their 

c Wafer's Account of Ifthmus, &c. 169. Leryap. dc 
Bry, iii. 177. Lozano Hift. de Parag. i. 149. Herrera, 
dec. 2. lib. Ti'i. c. 8. dec. 4. lib. x. c. 4. See NOTE 
J.XIII. 

* Barrere Fr. Equin. p. 19 n * 

p 3 domeftic 
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book dotneftic utenfils, their clothes, their arms, are 
u v ,.— * flaked at the gaming-table, and when all is loft, 
high as their fenfe of independence is, in a wild 
emotion of defpair or of hope, they will often 
rifk their perfonal liberty upon a fingle caft e . 
Among feveral tribes, fuch gaming parties fre- 
quently recur, and become their mod acceptable 
entertainment at every great feftival. Superfti- 
tion, which is apt to take hold of thofe paffions 
which are mpft vigorous, frequently lends its aid 
to confirm and ftrengthen this favourite inclinar 
tion. Their conjurers are accuftomed to pre- 
fcribe a folemn match at play, as one of the moft 
efficacious methods of appeafmg their gods, or of 
yeftoring the fick to health * 

and for Frqm caufes fimilar to thofe which render 

driakmg. them fond of play, the Americans are extremely 
addifted to drunkennefs. It feems to^have been 
<>n^qf the firft exertions of hyman ingenuity to 
difcover fome compofition of an intoxicating 
quality ; and thefe is hardly any nation fo rude, 
or fo deftitute of invention, as not to have 
fucceeded in this fatal refearch. TThe qioft {>ar T 
barous of the American tribes have been fo 
unfortunate as to attain this art j and even thofe 

9 Charley. If. Fr. iii. 261. 318. LafiUu, ii- 338, &c 
Jtibas Triumf. 13. BrickeU, 335. 

f Charlcv. N. Fr. iii. 26?* 

whiclj 
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which are fo deficient in knowledge, as to be b o o k 
unacquainted with the method of giving an 
inebriating ftrength to liquors by fermentation,/ 
can aecomplifh the fame end by other means. The 
people of the iflands of North America, and of 
California, ufed, for this purpofe, thefnioke of 
tobacco, drawn up with a certain inftrument into 
the noftrils, the fumes of which" afcending to ; the 
brain, they felt all the tranfports and frenzy of in* 
toxication g . In almoft every other part of the 
New World, the natives poffeffed the art of ex- 
trading an intoxicating liquor from maize or the 
manioc root, the fame fubftances which they con- 
vert into bread. The operation by which they 
effeft this, nearly refembles the common one of 
brewing, but with this difference, that in place of 
yeft, they ufe a naufeous infufion of a certain, 
quantity of maize or manioc chewed by their 
women. The faliva excites a vigorous ferment- 
ation, and in a few days the liquor becomes fit 
for drinking. It is not difagreeable to the tafte, 
and when fwallowed in large quantities, is of an 
intoxicating quality h . This is the general beve- 
rage of the Americans, which they diftinguifh by 
various names, and for which they feel fuch a 

e Oviedo Hlft. ap. Ramuf. ill. 113. Venegas, i. 68. 
Naufrag. de Cabeca dc Vaca, cap. 26. See NOTE LXIV. 

* Stadius ap. de $ry$ iii. Hi. Lery, ibid. 175. 

$ 4 violent 
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violent and infatiable dcfire, as it is not eafy 
either to conceive or defcribe. Among polifhed 
nations, where a fucceflion of various functions 
and amufements keeps the mind in continual 
occupation, the defire for ftrong drink is re- 
gulated, in a great meafure, by the climate, and 
increafes or diminifiies according to the variations 
of its temperature. In warm regions, the deli* 
cate and fenfible frame of the inhabitants does 
not require the (Simulation of fermented liquors. 
In colder countries, the conftitution of the; na- 
tives, more robuft and more iluggifh, {lands in 
need of generous liquors to quicken and animate 
it* But among favages, the defire of fomething 
that is of power to intoxicate, is in every fitua* 
tion the fame. All the people of America, if we 
except fome fmall tribes near the Straits of 
Magellan, whether natives of the torrid zone, or 
inhabitants of its more temperate regions, or 
placed by a harder fate in the fevere climates 
towards its northern or fouthern extremity, ap* 
pear to be equally under the dominion of this 
appetite 1 . Such a fimilarity of tafte, among 
people in fuch different fituations, muft be af- 
cribed to the influence of fome moral cauie, and 

1 GumiDa, i. 257. Lozano Defcrip. del Gran Chaco, 56. 
103. Ribas, 8. Ulloa, i. 249. 337. Marchajs, iv. 436. 
Fernandez Million, de las Chicjuet. 35. Barrere, p. 203. 
Blanco Converf. de Piritu, 3 r. . » 

canjiot 
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cannot be confidered as the effed of any phyfical 
or conftitutional want. While engaged in war 
or in the chafe, the favage is often in the mod 
interefting fituations, and all the powers of 
his nature are raufed to the mod vigorous exer. 
tions. But thofe animating fcenes are fucceeded 
by long intervals of repofe, during which the 
warrior meets with nothing that he deems of 
fufficient dignity or importance to merit his 
attention. He languifhes and mopes in this 
feafon of indolence. The pofture of his body is 
an emblem of the ftate of his mind. In one 
climate, cowering over the fire in his cabin ; in 
another, fir etched under the fhade of fome tree, 
he dozes away his time in fleep, or in an unthink- 
ing joylefs ina&ivity, not far removed from it* 
As.flrong liquors awake him from this torpid 
flate, give a frrifker motion to his fpirits, and en- 
liven him more thoroughly than either dancing 
or gaming, his love of them is exceffive. A 
favage, when not engaged in a&ion, * s a penfiye 
melancholy animal ; but as foon as he taftes, or 
has a profpeft of tafling, the intoxicating draught, 
he becomes gay and frolicfome k . Whatever be 
the occafion or pretext on which the Americans 
affemble, the meeting always terminates in a de- 
bauch. Many of their feftivals have no other 

* Melcndez Tefqrcz Verdad. iii. 369. 

objeft, 
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£ o o k objeft, and they welcome the return of them with 
tranfports of joy. As they are not accu domed 
to reftrain any appetite, they fet no bounds 
to this. The riot often continues without inter- 
miffion feveral days ; and whatever may be the 
fatal efFe&s of their excefs, they never ceafe from 
drinking as long as one drop of liquor remains. 
The perfons of greateft eminence, the moft dif- 
tinguifhed warriors, and the chiefs moft renowned 
for their wifdom, have no greater command of 
themfelves than the moft obfcure member of the 
community. Their eagernefs for prefent enjoy- 
ment renders them blind to its fatal confe- 
quences; and thofe very men, who, in other 
fixations, feem to poffefs a force of mind more 
than human, are in this inftance inferior to 
children in forefight, as well as confideration, 
and mere flaves of brutaT appetite 1 . When 
their paffions, naturally ftrong, are heightened 
and inflamed by drink, they are guilty of the 
moft enormous outrages, and the feftivity feldom 
concludes without deeds of violence or blood- 
fhed m . 

But, amidft this wild debauch, there is one 
tircumftance remarkable ; the women, in moft 

1 Ribas, 9. Ulloa, 1. 338. 

m Lettr. Edif. iu 178. Torquemada Mond, Ind. i. 3^9. 

of 
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of the American tribes, are not permitted to par* 
take of it \ -Their province is to prepare the 
liquor, to ferve it about to the guefts, and to take 
care of their hufbands and friends, when their 
reafon is overpowered. This exclufion of the 
women from an enjoyment fo highly valued by 
favages, may be juftly confidered as a mark 
of their inferiority, and as an additional evidence 
of that contempt with which they were treated in 
the New World. The people of North Ame- 
rica, when firft difcovered, were not acquainted 
with any intoxicating drink; but as the Eu« 
ropeans early found it their intereft to fupply 
them with fpirituous liquors, drunkennefs foon 
became as univerfal among them as among their 
countrymen to the fouth j and their women hav-. 
ing acquired this new tafte, indtilge it with 
as little decency and moderation as the men % 

It were endlefs to enumerate all the detached Puttodnth 
piftoms which have excited the wonder of travel* incwaUcf 4 
lers in America ; but I cannot omit one feera* 
ingly as lingular as any that has been mentioned. 
When their parents and other relations become 
old, or labour under any diftemper which their 
/lender knowledge of the healing art cannot 

» See NOTE £XV. 

° Hutchinfon Hid. of Mfcflaciuf, 469. Lafitau, xi, 
*?5- Sagard, 14$. 
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book remove, the Americans cut fhort their days with 

IV.' . , 

a violent hand, in order to be relieved from the 
burden of fupporting and tending them. This 
practice prevailed among the ruder tribes in 
every part of the continent, from Hudfon's Bay 
to the river De la Plata ; and however (hocking 
it may be to thofe fentiments of tendernefs and 
attachment, which, in civilized life, we are apt 
to confider as congenial with our frame, the con- 
dition of man in the favage ftate leads and recon- 
ciles him to it. The fame hardfhips and difficulty 
of procuring fubfiftence, which deter favages, in 
fome cafes, from rearing their children, prompt 
them to deftroy the aged and infirm. The de- 
clining (late of the one is as helplefs as the 
infancy of the other. The former are no left 
unable than the latter to perform the fun&ion* 
that belong to a warrior or hunter, or to endure 
thofe various diftreffes in which favages are fo 
often involved, by their own want of forefight 
and induftry. Their relations feel this, and, 
incapable of attending to the wants or weak- 
neffes of others, their impatience under an addi- 
tional burden prompts them to extinguish- that 
life which they find it difficult to fuftain. This 
is not regarded as a deed of cruelty, but as an 
act of mercy. An American, broken with years 
and infirmities, confeious that he can no longer 
depend on the aid of thofe around him, places 

himfelf 
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himfelf contentedly in his grave ; and it is by the book 
hands of his children or neareft relations that thfe 
thong is pulled, or the blow infli&ed, which 
teleafes him for ever from the fortows of life p * 



IX. After contemplating the rude American General 
tribes in fuch various lights ; after taking a view their cha- 
of their cuftoms and manners from fo many dif- ra 
ferent ftations, nothing remains but to form 
a general eftimate of their character, compared 
with that of more polifhed nations. A human 
being, as he comes originally from the hand 
of nature, is everywhere the fame^ At his firft 
appearance in the ftate of infancy, whether it be 
among the rudeft favages, or in the moft civilized 
nation, we can difcern no quality which marks 
any diftin&ion or fuperiority. The capacity of 
improvement feems to be the fame ; and the 
talents he may afterwards acquire, as well as the 
tirtues he may be rendered capable of exercifing^ 
depend, in a great meafure, upon the ftate 
of fociety in which he is placed. To this ftate 
his mind naturally accommodates itfelf, and from 
it receives difcipline and culture. In proportion" 
to the wants which it accuftoms a human bein£ 
to feel, aind the fun&ions in which thefe engage 

■ * 

P Caflanl Hiftor. de N. Reyno de Gran. p. 300. Pifo, 
p. 6. Ellis Vby. 191. CurniUa, i. 333. 
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b o o r hj mj his intellectual powers are called forth* 
v . > ■ - j According to the connexions which it eftablifhes 
between him and the reft of his (pedes, the 
affe&ions of his heart are exerted. It is only by 
attending to this great principle, that we can dif- 
cdver what is the character of man in every dif- 
ferent period of his progrefs. 

» 

intdieauai If we apply it to favage life, and meafure the 
power * # attainments of the human mind in that ftate by 
this ftandard, we (hall find, according to an ob* 
fervation which I have already made, that the in- 
telleftual powers of man mult be extremely 
limited in their operations. They are confined 
within the narrow fphere of what he deems 
neceflary for fupplying his own wants. What- 
ever has not fome relation to thefe, neither 
attrafts his attention, nor is the objefl: of his in- 
quiries. But however narrow the bounds may 
be within which the knowledge of a favage is 
circumfcribed, he pofleffes thoroughly that (mall 
portion which he has attained. It was not com- 
municated to him by formal inftru&ionj he 
does not attend to it as a matter of mere (pecu- 
lation and curiofity ; it is the refult of his own 
obfervation, the fruit of his own experience, and 
accommodated to his condition and exigencies. 
While employed in the a&ive occupations of war 
or of hunting, he often finds himfelf in difficult 

and 
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and perilous fituations, from which the efforts book 
of his own fagacity mud extricate him. He y w -_r 
is frequently engaged in meafures, where every 
ftep depends upon his own ability to decide, 
where he muft rely folely upon his own penetra- 
tion to difcern the dangers to which he is 
expofed, and upon his own wifdom in providing 
againft them. In confequence of this, he feels 
the knowledge which he poffeffes, and the efforts 
which he makes, and either in deliberation or 
action refts on himfelf alone. 

• 

As the talents of individuals areexercifed and Political a* 
improved by fuch exertions, much political wif- 
dom is faid to be difplayed in conducing the 
affairs of their fmall communities. The council 
of old men in an American tribe, deliberating 
upon its interefts, and determining with refpett 
to peace or war, has been compared to the fenate 
in more polifhed republics. The proceedings of 
the former, we are told, are often no lefs formal 
and fagacious than thofe of the latter. Great 
political wifdom is exhibited in pondering the 
various meafures propofed, and in balancing 
their probable advantages, againft the evils of 
which they may be produdive. Much addrefs 
and eloquence are employed by the leaders, who 
afpire at acquiring fuch confidence with their 
countrymen, as to have an afcendant in thofe 

affemblies. 




M4 HISTORY OF AMERICA. 

aflemblies q . But, among favage tribes, the field 
for difplaying. political talents cannot be exten* 
five. Where the idea of private property is in- 
complete, and no criminal jurifdidtion is eftab- 
lifhed, there is hardly any funftion of internal 
government to exercife. Where there is no 
commerce, and fcarcely any intercourfe among 
feparate tribes $ where enmity is implacable, and 
hoftilities are carried oft almoft without inter* 
iniffion; there will be few points of public 
concern to adjuft with their neighbours j and 
that department of their affairs which may be de* 
nominated foreign, cannot be fo intricate as to 
require much refined policy in conducting it* 
Where individuals are fo thoughtlefs and impro* 
vident as feldom to take effectual precautions 
for felf-prefervation, it is vain to expeft that 
public meafufes and deliberations will be regu* 
lated by the contemplation of remote events* 
It is the genius of favages to ad from the impulfc 
of prefent paffion. They have neither forefight 
nor temper to form complicated arrangement* 
with refpeft to their future condutt. The con* 
fultations of the Americans, indeed, are fo fre- 
quent, and their negociations are fo many', 
and fo long protra&ed, as to give their proceed* 

* Charlev. N. Fr. iii 269, &c. 
' See NOTE LXVI. 

fog* 
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ings an extraordinary afpeft of wifdom. But 
this is not owing fo much to the depth of their 
fchemes, as to the coldnefs and phlegm of their 
temper, which render them flow in determining \ 
If we except the celebrated league, that* united 
the Five Nations in Canada into a federal re- 
public, which fhall be confidered in its proper 
place, we can difcern few fuch traces of political 
wifdom, among the rude American tribes, as dis- 
cover any great degree of forefight or extent of 
intelle&ual abilities. Even among them, we 
(hall find public meafures more frequently <& 
re&ed by the impetuous ferocity of . their youths 
than regulated by the experience and wifdom of 
their old men. 

As the condition of man in the lavage ftate is Vc &?* <* 
unfavourable to the progrefs of the underftanding, 
it has a tendency like wife, in fome refpecls, to 
check the exercife of afiedion, and to render the 
heart contracted. The ftrongeft feeling in the 
mind of a favage is a fenfe of his own independ* 
ence. He has facrificed fo fraall a portion of his 
natural liberty by becoming a member of fociety, 
that he remains, in a great degree, the fole mafter 
of his own a&ions '. He often takes his refolu- 

• Charlev. N. Fr. iii. 271. 

* Fernandez Miffion. de los Chiqint. 33. 

vol. ii. q_ tions 
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b oo k fJonfl alone, without confulting, or feeling any 
connexion with the perfons around him. Ill 
many of his operations, he ftands as much de- 
tached from the reft of his fpecies, as if he had 
formed no union with them. Confcious how 
little he depends upon other men, he is apt 
to view them with a carelefs indifference. Even 
the force of his mind contributes to increafe this 
unconcern, and as he looks not beyond himfelf 
in deliberating with refpeft to the part which he" 
fliould aft, his folicitude about the coftfequeuce* 
of it feldotn extends farther. He purfues hit 

9 

own career, and indulges his own fancy, without 
inquiring or regarding whether what he does be 
agreeable of offenfive to others, whether they 
may derive benefit or receive hurt from it# 
Hence the ungovernable caprice of favages, their 
impatience under any fpecies of reftraint, their in- 
ability to fupprefs or moderate any inclination, the 
fcorn or negleft with which they receive advice, 
their high eftimation of themfelves, and their con* 
tempt of other men. Among them, the pride of 
independence produces alraoft the fame effects 
with intereftednefs in a more advanced ftate of 
fociety ; it refers every thing to a man himfelf, it 
leads him to be indifferent about the manner in 
which his actions may affed other men, and 
renders the gratification of his own wifhes the 
meafure and end of conduct. 

To 
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• To the fame catife may be imputed the hardnefs book 
of heart, and infenfibility, remarkable in all ^_'^ _r 
Gtvage nations. Their minds, routed only by "^ ,6of 
ftrong emotions, are little fufceptible of gentle, 
delicate, or tender affections'. Their union is 
fo incomplete, that each individual adts as if he 
retailed all his natural rights entire and uri- 
tiiminifhed. If a favour is conferred upon him, 
or any beneficial fervice is performed on his &<!- 
count, he receives it with much fatisfa&lofl, 
becaufe it contributes to his enjoyment; btft 
this fentiment extends not beyond himfelf, it ex- 
cites no fenfe of obligation, he neither feels grati- 
tude, ftor thinks of making any return *. Even 
among perfons the mod clofely conne&ed, the 
exchange of thofe good offices which ftrengtheti 
attachment, mollify the heart, and fweeten the 
intercourfe of life, is not frequent. The high 
ideas of independence among the Americans 
nourifh a fallen referve, which keeps them at a 
diftance from each other. The neareft relations 
are mutually afraid to make any demand, or to 
folicit any fervice x , left it fhould be confidered 
by the other as impofing a burden, or laying 
a reftraint upon his will. 

■ Charlev. N, Fr. iii. 309. 

" Oviedo Hift. lib. xvi. c. 1. Sec NOTE LXVII. 

* De la Potherie, iii. 28. 
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book I have already remarked the influence of this 
■l / _» hard unfeeling temper upon domeftic life, with re- 
infcnftbi. fp e Q. t0 t h c conne&ion between hulband and 

wife, as well as that between parents and children. 
Its effetts are no lefs confpicuous, in the per- 
formance of thofe mutual offices of tendernefs 
which the ..infirmities of our nature frequently 
exaft. Among fome tribes, when any of their 
number are feized with any violent difeafe, they 
are generally abandoned by all around . them, 
who* carelefs of their recovery, fly in the utmoft 
conftexnation from the fuppofed danger of in* 
fe&ion r . But even where they are not thus de- 
ferted, the cold indifference with which they are 
attended can afford them little confolation. No 
look of fympathy, no foothing exprefiions, no 
officious fervices, contribute to alleviate the dif- 
trefs of the fuflerers, or to make them forget 
what they endure *. Their neareft relations will. 
often refufe to fubmit to the fmalleft incon- 
veniency, or to part with the leaft trifle, however 
much it may tend to their accommodation or re- 
lief a . So little is the bread of a favage fufcepti- 

* Lcltrc de P. Cataneo ap. Mural or i Chriftian, i. 309. 
Tertre, it. 410. Lozano, 100. Herrera, dec. 4. lib. vifi. c. 5. 
dec. 5 lib. iv. c. 2. Palkncr's Defcript. of Patagonia, 9^. 

* Gumilla, i. 329. Lozano, ico. 

a Garcia Origcn, &c. 90. Herrera, dec. 4. Kb. viii^c. 5. 

ble 
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ble of thofe fentiments which prompt men to that book 
feeling attention which mitigates the calamities of 
human life, that, in fome provinces of America, 
the Spaniards have found it neceffary to inforce 
the common duties of humanity by pofitive. laws, 
wd to oblige hufbands and wives, parents and 
children, under fevere penalties, to take care of 
each other during their ficknefs b . The fame 
harfhnefs of temper is (till more confpicuoua 
in their treatment of the animal creation. Prior 
to their intercourfe with the people of Europe, 
the North Americans had fome tame dogs, which 
accompanied them in their hunting e&curfions, 
3nd ferved them with all the ardour and fidelity 
peculiar to the fpecies. But, inftead of that fond 
attachment which . the hunter naturally feels to- 
wards thofe ufeful companions of his toils, they 
requite their fervices with neglect, feldom feed, 
and never carefs them c . In other provinces, the 
Americans have become acquainted with the 
domeftic animals of Europe, and avail themfelves 
of their fervice ; but it is univerfally obferved 
that they always treat them harflily % and nevjer 
employ any method, either for breaking or 
managing them, but force and cruelty. In 
every part of the deportment of man in his 

b Cogulludo Hift. de Yucathan, p. 300. 
c Charlev, N. Fr. iii. 1*9. 337. 
* Ulloa Notic. American. 31*. 

<t3 feva S« 
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B °v°" K ^ ara 8 c &***• Aether towards his equals of the 
*■■ " * ' " ^ human fpecies, or towards the animals below 
him, we recognize the fame chara&er, and trace 
the operations of a mind intent on its own grati* 
fications, and regulated by its own caprice, with 
little attention or fenfibility to the fentiments and 
feelings of the beings around him. 

Taciturnity. After explaining how unfavourable the fa» 
vage ftate is to the cultivation of the underftand* 
ing, and to the improvement of the hearty I 
fliould not hjive thought it neccffary to mention 
what jnay l>e deemed its lefler defe&s, . if the 
chara&er of nations, as well as of individuals, 
were not often more diftindly marked by cir- 
cumftances apparently trivial than by thofe of 
greater moment. A favage, frequently placed 
in fituations of danger and diftrefs, depending on 
himfelf ^lqne, and wrapt up in his own thoughts 
and fchemps, is a ferious melancholy animal. 
His attention to others is fmall. The range 
of his own ideas is narrow. Hence that tachtOv 
nity which is fo difgufting to men accuftomedio 
the open intercourfe of fecial eonverfation. When 
they are not engaged in action, the Americans 
often fit whole days m one pofture, without 
opening their lips% When they. go forth to 

f Voyage df Bouguir, tea. 

war. 
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,the chafe* they ufnatty march in^t tine £ o # * 
^i fgmfl ; ^iftance from one another,] and wkhctat 
-.dtchatnging a word. *The feme profound fihsnte 
,$fc<obfa*ed when they row together in a canoed 
rl|is only when they are animal by intoxicating 
iJ^iwr&v or routed by the jollity of the feftival 
and dance, that they become gay and coa- 

vtrfible. 

*\ * • * . . - .• . 



•*} 



3To the fiuite caufes may be imputed the re* cu«nk^ 

; fined cunning with which they fotm and execute 

r their fchemes. Men, who are ftot habituated to 

ai liberal communication of their own fefflitndmt 

.and wiflies, are apt to be fo diftruftfut, * to 

place little confidence in others, and to have re* 

' courfc to an infidious craft in acccmplifhing 

their own purpofes. In civilized Kfe, thofe per* 

rfona, who, by their fituatiom, have but a few 

'objeds of purfuit on which their mind* in* 

jccflantly dwdl^ are mod remarkable for low 

^artifice in carrying on their littid p*oje£&. 

Among lavages, whofe vie*ft are equally eon* 

fined* and their attention no fcf* petfevering, 

thofe dcoimftances muft operate ftiH more 

powerfufly, and gradually aecuftom them to a 

dtfingenuo\M fijbtkty jn all their tranfa&iom. 

The force of this is increafed by habit* which 



.\- - 
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1 ?iv K ^7 ac qnire in carrying on the two moft i&- 
terefting operations wherein they are engaged. 
With them war is a fyftem of craft, m which 
they truft for fuccefs to ftratagem more than 
to open force, and have their invention con* 
tinually on the ftretch to circumvent and furprife 
their enemies. As hunters, it is their conftant 
objeft to enfnare, in order that they may d#» 
ft toy. Accordingly, art and cunning have been 
universally obferved as diftinguiihing charader* 
iftics of all favages. The people of the rode 
tribes of America are remarkable for their artifice 
and duplicity. Impenetrably fecret in forming 
theit meafures, they purfue them with a patient 
yndeviating attention, and there is no refine- 
ment of diffimulation which they cannot employ, 
in order to infure fuccefs. The natives of Peru 
were engaged above thirty years, in concerting 
the plan of that infurrcSion which took place 
under the vice royalty of the marquis de Villa* 
Garcia ', and though it was communicated to a 
great number of perfons, in all different ranks, 
no indication of it ever tranfpired during that 
long period ; no man betrayed his truft, or by 
an unguarded look, or rafli word, gave rife 
to any fufpicioh - of what was intended f . The 
diffimulation and craft of individuals is no left 

* Voyage dc UUoa, iL 309. 

remarkable 
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remarkable than that of nations. When fet upon b:ook 

• IV*. 

deceiving, they wrap themfelves up fo artificially, *,_ ^ _f 
that it U impoflible to penetrate into their intea- 
tioas, or to deted their defigns \ 

,.- Bvt if there be defeSs or vices peculiar to the virtue* 
lavage ftate, there are likewife virtues which 
it infpires, and good qualities, to the exercife of 
which it is friendly. The bonds of fociety fit fb indepmd. 
loofe upon the members of the more rude 
American tribes, that they hardly feel any re* 
ftraint. Hence the fpirit of independence, which 
is the pride of a favage, and which he confiders 
as the unalienable prerogative of man* Incapable 
of controul, and difdaining to acknowledge any 
fuperior, his mind, though limited in its powers, 
and erring in many of its purfuits, acquires fuch 
elevation by the confcioufnefs of its own freedom, 
that he acts on fome occafions with aftoniihing 
force, and perfeverance, and dignity. 

. As independence nourishes this high ipirk Fortitude. 
among fayages, the perpetual wars in which they 
are engaged call it forth into action. Such long 
intervals of tranquillity as are frequent in polifhed 
focieties are unknown in the lavage ftate. Their 
$nmities» as I have obferved, are implacable and 

h Guaujla, u 162. Charlcv. iii. 109. 

immortal. 
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* nr° K i mmorta k The valour of the young men it 
never allowed to ruft in inadion* The hatchet it 
always in their hand, either for attack or de- 
fence. Even in their hunting excurfions, they 
mud be on their guard agajnft furprife from the 
hoftile tribes, by which they are furrounded. 
Accuftomed to continual alarms, they grow 
familiar with danger ; courage becomes an habi- 
tual virtue, refulting naturally from their fitu- 
ation, and ftrengthened by conftant exertions. 
The mode of difplaying fortitude may not be the 
fame in fmall and rude communities, as in more 
powerful and civilized ftates. Their fyftem of 
war, and ftandard of valour, may be formed 
upon different principles, but in no fituation 
does the human mind rife more fuperior to the 
fenfe of danger, or the dread of death, than in 
its mod fimple and uncultivated ftate. 



Attachment Another virtue remarkable among favageft, 
community, is attachment to the community of which they 
are members. From the nature of their poHticjd 
union, one might expett this tie to be extremely 
feeble. But there are circumftances which ren* 
der the influence, even of their loofe mode 
of affociation, very powerful. The American 
tribes are fmall; combined againft their neigh* 
bours, in profecution of ancient enmities, or in 
avenging recent injuries, their intereft* and ope* 

rations 
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' rations are neither numerous nor complex. Thefe book 

IV 

arc obje&s, which the uncultivated underftand- - : /_r 
ing of a favage can comprehend. His heart 
is capable of forming connexions, which are fo 
little diffufed. He aflents with warmth to public 
meafures, dictated by paflions fimilar to thofe 
frhich direft his own condudt. Hence the ar- 
dour with which individuals undertake the moil 
perilous fervice, when the community deems it 
neceffary. Hence their fierce and deep-rooted 
antipathy to the public enemies. Hence their 
zeal for the honour of their tribe, and that love 
of their country, which prompts them to brave 
danger that it may triumph, and to endure the 
moft exquifite torments, without a groan, that it 
may not be difgraced. 

Thus, in every fituation where a human satitfaaipn 
being can be placed, even in the moft un- J^^jjj. 
favourable, there are virtues which peculiarly be- tkMU 
long to it; there are affeftions which it calls ' 
forth ; there is a fpecies of happinefs which 
it yields. Nature, with moft beneficent inten- 
tion, conciliates and forms the mind to its condi- 
tion ; the ideas and wiflies of man extend not 
beyond that ftate of fociety to which he is ha- 
bituated. What it prefents as objects of con- 
templation or enjoyment, fills and fatfsfies his 
ipind, apd he pan frailly conceive any other 

mode 
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book mode of life to be pleafant, or even tolerable* 

IV. 

The Tartar, accuftomed to roam over extenfive 
plains, and to fubfift on the produft of his herds* 
imprecates upon his enemy, as the greateft-of all 
curfes, that he may be condemned to refide 
in one place, and to be nourifhed with the top 
of a weed. The rude Americans, fond of their 
own purfuits, and fatisfied with their own lot, are 
equally unable to comprehend the intention or 
utility of the various accommodations, which, iu 
more polifhed fociety , are deemed effential to. the 
comfort of life. Far from complaining of their 
own fituation, or viewing that of men in a more 
improved ftate with admiration or envy, they re* 
gard themfelves as the ftandard of excellence, as 
beings the bed entitled, as well as the mod per* 
feftly qualified, to enjoy real happinefs. Unac- 
customed to any reftraint upon their will or their 
a&ions, they behold with amazement the in* 
equality of rank, and the fubordination which 
take place in civilized life, and confider the vo- 
luntary fubmiffion of one man to another, as a 
renunciation, no lefs bafe than unaccountable* of 
the firfl diftin&ion of humanity. Void of fore- 
fight, as well as free from care themfelves, and 
delighted with that (late of indolent fecurity, 
they wonder at the anxious precautions, the un- 
ceafing induftry, and complicated arrangements 
of Europeans, in guarding againft diftant evils, 

or 



HISTORY OF AMERICA. 237 

or providing for future wants ; and they ofteft book 
exclaim againft their prepofterous folly, in thus 
multiplying the troubles, and increafing the 
labour of life *. This preference of their own 
manners is confpicuous on every occafion. Even 
the names, by which the various nations wifh to 
be diftinguiftied, " are affumed from this idea 
of their own pre-eminence. The appellation 
tf hich the Iroquois give to themfelves is, the chief 
of men*. Caraibe, the original, name of- the 
fierce inhabitants of the Windward Iflands, 
iignifies, the warlike people l . The Cherokees, 
from an idea of their own fuperiority, call the 
Europeans Nothings, or the accurfed race, ^nd 
aflume to themfelves the name of the beloved 
people™. The fame principle regulated the mo- 
tions of the other Americans concerning the 
Europeans j for although, at firft, they were 
filled with aftonifliment at their arts, and with 
dread of their power, they foon came to abate 
their eftimatibn of men, whofe maxims of life 
were fo different from their own. Hence they 
called them the froth § f the fea, men without 
father or mother. They fuppofed, that either 
they had no country of their own, and therefore 

J Charlev. N. Fr. iii. 30&. Lahontan, 11. 97. 

k Coldcnj 1. 3. * Rochefort. Hid. des Antilles, 4J5. 

m Adair, Hift. of Axnar. Indian*, p. 33. 

invaded 
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B °° K invaded that which belonged to others ■ ; or 
that, being deftitute of the neceflaries of life at 
home, they tvere obliged to roam over the 
ocean, in order to rob fuch as were mote amply 
provided. 

Men, thus fatisfied with their condition, are 
far from any inclination to relinquifli their own 
habits, or to adopt thofe of civilized life. The 
tranfition is too violent to be fuddenly made. 
Even where endeavours have been ufed to wean 
a favage from his own cuftoms, and to render 
the accommodations of poliflied fociety familiar 
to him ; even where he has been allowed to tafte 
of thofe pleafurei, and has been honoured with 
thofe diftin&ions, which are the chief obje&s of 
our defire, he droops and languilhes under the 
reftraint of laws and forms, he fekzes the firft 
opportunity of breaking loofe from them, and 
returns with traufport to the foreft or the wild/ 
where he can enjoy a carelefs and uncontrolled 
freedom °. 

Thus I have finifhed a laborious delineation of 
the character and manners of the uncivilised 
tribes fcattered over the vaft continent of America. 

n Bcnzon. Hift. Not! Orbis, lib. iii. c at. 
• Charier. N. Fr, iii. 322. 

In 
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In this, I afpire not at rivalling the great matter* 
who have painted and adorned favage life, either 
in boldnefs of defign, or in the glow and beauty 
of their colouring. I am fatfefied with the more 
humble merit of having perfifted with patient 
induftry, in viewing my fubjeft in many various 
lights, and colle&ing from the moft accurate 
pbfervers fuch detached, and often minute 
features, as might enable me to exhibit a portrait 
that refembles the original 

* 

- Before I clofe this part of my work, one ob- c«nerii 
fervation more is neceffary, in order to juftify the wuhlSpca 
cofcclufions which I have formed, or to prevent q° s thi * m " 
the miftakes into which fuch as examine them 
may fall. In contemplating the inhabitants of a 
country fo widely extended as America, great 
attention fhould be paid' to the diverfity of 
climates under which they are placed. The in- 
fluence of this I have pointed out with refped to 
feveral important particulars, which have been 
the obje& of refearch ; but even where it has 
not been mentioned, it ought not to be over- 
looked. The provinces of America are of Rich 
different temperament, that this alone is fufficient 
to constitute a diftin&ion between their inha- 
bitants. In every part of the earth where man 
exifts, the power of climate operates, with deci- 
five influence, upon his condition and character. 

In 
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book In thofe countries which approach near to the 

TV 

extremes of heat or cold, this influence is fo. 
confpicuous as to ftrike every eye. Whether 
we confider man merely as an animal, or as 
being endowed with rational powers which fit 
him for activity and fpeculation, we (hall find 
that he has uniformly attained the greateft per- 
fection of which his nature is capable, in thei 
temperate regions of the globe. There his con- 
ftitution is mod vigorous, his organ? moll 
acute, and his form mod beautiful. There, 
too, he poffefTes a fuperior extent of capacity, 
greater fertility of imagination, more enterprifing 
courage, and a fenfibility of heart which gives, 
birth to defires, not only ardent, but perfe- 
vering. In this favourite fituation he has dis- 
played the utmoft efforts of his genius, in 
literature, in policy, in commerce, in war, and 
in all the arts which improve or embellHh life f» 

This powerful operation of climate is felt moft 
fenfibly by rude nations, and produces greatet 
efiecls than in focieties more improved. The : 
talents of civilized men are continually exerted . 
in rendering their own condition more com- 
fortable $ and by their ingenuity and inventions, 

p Dr. Fergufon's Effay on the Hift. of Civil Society,. 
part iii. c. i. 
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tkcy can, in a great meafure, fupply the defe&s, 
and guard againft the inconveniencies of any 
cKmate. But the improvident favage is afFe&ed 
by erery circumftance peculiar to his fitu&tiom 
He takes no precaution either to mitigate or 
to improve it. Like a plant, or an animal, he is 
formed by the dimate under which he is placed* 
and feels the full force of its influence* 






In furveying the rude nations of America, this 
natural diftin&ion between the inhabitants of the 
tempefate and torrid zones is very remarkable* 
They may, accordingly* be divided into two great 
clafies. The one comprehends allthe North 
Americans, from the river St. Laurence to the 
Gulf of Mexico, together with the people of 
Chili) and a few fmall tribes towards the extremity 
of the fouthern continent. To the other belong 
all the inhabitants t>f the iflands, and thofe fettled 
in the various provinces which extend from the 
ifthmus of Darien almoft to the fouthern confines 
of Brafil, along the eaft fide of the Andes. In 
the former, which comprehends all the regions 
of the temperate zone that in America are inha- 
bited, the human fpecies appears manifestly to be 
more perfeft. The natives are more robuft, 
more a&ive, more intelligent, and more coura- 
geous. They poflefs, in the mod eminent de- 
gree, that fore? of mind, and love of independ- 

vol. ii. k ence, 
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ence, which I have pointed out as the thief 
virtues of man in his favage ftate. They have 
defended their liberty with perfevering fortitude 
againft the Europeans, who fubdued tha other 
rude nations of America with the greateft eafe* 
The natives of the temperate zone are the only 
people in the New World who are indebted for 
their freedom to their own valour. The North 
Americans, though long encompaffed by three 
formidable European powers, ftill retain part of 
their original poffeffions, and continue to extfl a& 
independent nations* The people of Chili, though 
early invaded, ftill maintain a gallant conteft with 
the Spaniards, and have fet bounds to their en- 
croachments j whereas, in the warmer regions, 
men are more feeble in their frame, lefs vigorous, 
in the efforts of their mind, of a gentle but, 
daffardly fpirit, more enflaved by pleafure, aii4 
more funk in indolence. Accordingly, it is in, the 
torrid zone that the Europeans have moil com-* 
pletely eftablifhed their dominion over America j^ 
the mod fertile and defirable provinces in it are, 
fubje&ed to their yoke ; and if feveral tribes tliere, 
ftill enjoy ^dependence, it is either becaufe they] 
have never been attacked by an enemy already" 
fatiated with conqueft, and poflefled of larger- 
territories than he was able to occupy, or be&ufe' 
they have been faved from oppreffion by their 
remote and inacceffible fituation. 

Con- 
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Conswcuohs as thii diftinftioh may appear * o o k 
between die inhabitants of thofe different regions j 
h is not, however, unitetfal. Moral and political 
caufes, as I have formerly obferved, affeft the 
difpoJEition and chara&er of individuals, as well 
as nations, ftill more powerfully than the in- 
fluence of climate. 'there are, accordingly^ fomd 
tribes, in various parts of the torrid" zone, piof- 
feffed of courage, high fpifit, and the loVe of in-* 
dependence, in a degree hardly inferior to the 
natives of more temperate climates* We are tod 
little acquainted with the hiftory of thofe people* 
to be able to trace the feveral circumftances ill 
their progrefs and condition, to which they are 
Indebted for this remarkable pre-eminence. The 
fad, neverthelefS) is certain. As early as the 
firft voyage of Columbus, he received inform- 
ation that feveral of the iflands were inhabited by 

the CaribbeeSy a ftetce race of men* noWife re- 
fembling their feeble and timid neighbours. In 
his fecond expedition to the New World, he 
found this information to be jiift, and was him* 
felf a witnefs of their intrepid valour 1 . The 
fame character they have maintained invariably 
in all fubfequent contefts with the people of 
Europe r $ and, even in our own times, we have 

* Life of Columbas, c. 47, 48. Sec NOTE LXVIIL 

* Rochcfort Hilt dc* Antilles, 531. 

r 2 ken 
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book fecn them make a gallant ftand in defence of the 
laft territory which the rapacity of their invader* 
had left in their pofieffion\ Some nations in 
Brafil were no lefs eminent for vigour of mind, 
and bravery in war '• The people of the ifthmut 
of Darien boldly met the Spaniard* in the field, 
ind frequently repelled thofe formidable in* 
vaders** Other inftances might be produced* 
It is not attending to any fmgle caufe or prin* 
ciple, how powerful and extenfive foever its in- 
fluence may appear, that we can explain the 
aftions, or account for the chara&er of men* 
Even the law of climate, more universal, per- 
haps, m its operation than any that affe&s tbb 
' human, fpceies, cannot be applied, in judging of 
their conduct, without many exceptions* 

• See NOTE LXIX. 
, * htrj ap. dc Bxy, iii. 207, &c. - 

■ Hcrrera, dec. 1. lib. x. c. 15, &c. j <&ec»*Vpaflnu i 
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ttthen Grijalva returned to Cuba, he found: Boot 
the armament deftined to attempt the; * -^-.j 
conqueft of that rich country which he had dif- pj*l*- 
covered, almoft complete* Not only ambition^ tk»s <* V*. 

• * lftlbucz for 

but avance, had urged Velafquez to haften his invading 
preparations ; and having fuch a profped of Ncw S< * im 
gratifying both, he had advanced confiderable 
fums out of his private fortune towards defraying 
the expence of the expedition. At the fame 
time, he exerted his influence aa governor, in 
engaging the moil diftinguiihed perfoni in the 
colony to undertake the fervice*. At a time 
when the fpirit of the Spanifh nation was adven- 
turous to excefs, a number of foldiers, eager to 

• See NOTE LXX. 

r 3 embark 
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book embark in any daring enterprife, foon appeared* 

i / _j But it was not fo ftafy to find a perfon qualified 

***** to take the command in an expedition of fo 

much importance ; and the charader of Velafc 

quez, who had the right of nomination, greatly 

increafed the difficulty of the choice. Though of 

mod afpiring ambition, and not deftitute of 

talents for government, he poflefled neither fuch 

courage, nor fuch vigour and activity of mind, 

as to undertake in perfon the conduit of the 

armament which he was preparing. In this em- 

barraffing fituation, he formed the chimerical 

fcheme, not only of atchieving great exploits by 

-*" a deputy, but of fecuring to himielf the glory of 

coriquefte which were to be made by another. 

In the execution of this plan, he fondly aimed at 

reconciling contradictions. He was folicitous to 

choofe a commander of intrepid refolution, and 

of fuperior abilities, becaufe he knew thefe to be 

requifite in order to infure fuccefs ; but, at the 

fame time, from the jealoufy natural to little 

minds, he wilhed this perfon to be of a (pint fo 

tame and obfequious, as to be entirely dependent 

on his will. But when he came to apply thofe 

ideas in forming an opinion concerning the 

feveral officers who occurred to his thoughts n 

worthy of being entrufted with the command, he 

foon perceived that it was impoffible to find 

fuch Incompatible qualities united in one cha» 

raftert 
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rafter. Such as were diftinguifhed for courage .* o.ojfc 
and talents were too high-fpirited to be paffive in- ^-^-^ 
Itruments in his hands. Thofe wh6 appeared ,.»s«* 
more gentle. and tradable, were deftitute of ca- 
pacity, and unequal to the charge. This aug- 
mented his perplexity and his fears. He delibe- 
rated long, and with much folicitude, and was 
ftill wavering in his choice, when Aijiador 
dg. Lares, the royal treafurer in Cuba, and 
Andres Duero, his own fecretary, the two perfon^ 
in whom he chiefly confided, were encouraged 
by this irrefolution to propofe a new candidate* 
and they fupported their recommendation with 
fuch affiduity and addrefs, that, no lefs fatally 
for Velafquez than happily for their country, it 
proved fuccefsful \ 

The man whom they pointed out to him was He appoints 
Fernando Cortes. He was born at Medellin* a £andcr? m 
finall toVfti in Eftremadura, in the year one thou- 
iand four hundred and eighty-five, and defcended 
from a family of noble blood, but of very mode- 
rate fortune. Being originally deflined by his 
parents to the ftudy of law, as the moft likely 
tnethod of bettering his condition, he was fent 
early to the univerfity of Salamanca, where ho 

« - • 

b B. Diaz. c. 19. Gomara Cron.c. 7. Hcrrcra, dec. a. 
lib. iii. c. |i. 

r 4 * imbibed 
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book imbibed fbme tinfture of learning* But he 
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foon difgufted with an academic life, which <M- 
x *? # not fnit hi* ardent and reftlefs genius and retired 
to MedelUn, where he gave himfelf - up entirely 
to active fports and martial exercifes* At thif 
period of life, he was fo impetuous, fo overbear- 
ing, and fo diffipated, that his father was glad to 
comply with his inclination, and fend him abroad 
as an adventurer in arms. There were in that 
age two confpicuous theatres, on which fuch 6$ 
the Spanifh youth as courted military glory 
might difplay their valour ; one in Italy, under 
the command of the Great Captain j the other 
in the New World. Cortes preferred the former, 
but was prevented by indifpofition from embark* 
ing with a- reinforcement of troops fen t to: 
Naples. Upon this 4ifappointment he turned: 
)us views towards America, whither he wa*< 
allured by the profpeft of the advantages w&icb 
he might deriye from the patronage of Ovando^ 
the governor of Hifpaniola, who was his loot- 
man. When he landed at St. Domingo iftOM. 
thoufand five hundred and four, his TOceptUA) 
was fuch as equalled his moft fanguine hopct^ 
and he was employed by the governor m ieveraj 
honourable and lucrative ftations. Thefe, howv 
eyer, did not Satisfy his ambition j and jn tho; 

• See NOTE L3(XI, . 

yew 
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ywr «ie*th©ufaftd five hundred and eleverii he * o ok" 
obtained permiffion to accompaity Diego Velaf- 
qaez in his expedition to Cuba, In this fervice 
b6 dtftinguiihed himfelf fo much, that, notwith- 
(landing fome violent contefts with Vel&fquear, 
occafkmed by trivial events, unworthy of rernenik 
brance, he was at length taken into favour, and 
received an ample conceflion of lands and of 
Indians, the recompence xifually bellowed upon 
adventurers in the New World *• 

j 

Though Cortes had not hitherto aftedin 
high command, he had difplayed fuch qualities in 
feveral fcenes of difficulty and danger, as railed : 
univerfal expe&ation, and turned the eyes of hit 
countrymen towards him, as one capable of per- 
forming great things. The turbulence of youth, 
as foon as he found obje&s and occupations 
fuited to the ardour of his mind, gradually fub+ 
Qded, and fettled into a habit of regular in* 
dafetigable aftivity. The ■: irripetuofity of his' 
temper, when he came to aft with his equals, in* 
fenfibly abated, by being kept under reftrainti 
and mellowed into a cordial foldierly franknefs. 
Thefe qualities were accompanied with calm 
prudence in concerting his fchemes, with per* 
fevering vigour in executing them, and with 

* Qornnre Crpft. c. %, s, j. 

what 
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what is peculiar to fuperior genius, the art of 
gaining the confidence and governing the minds 
'V- of men. To all which were added the inferior 
accomplifhments that flrike the vulgar, and com- 
mand their refped ; a graceful perfon, a winning 
afped, extraordinary addrefs in martial exercifes, 
and a conftitution of fuch vigour as to be capable 
of enduring any fatigue. 

As foon as Cortes was mentioned to Velafqueg 
by his two confidents, he flattered himfelf that he 
had at length found what he had hitherto fought 
in vain, a man with talents for command, but 
not an objeft for jealoufy. Neither the rank nor 
the fortune of Cortes, as he imagined, were fuch 
that he could afpire at independence* He had 
reafon to believe that by his own readinefs to 
bury ancient animofities in oblivion, as well as 
his liberality in conferring feveral recent favours,, 
. he had already gained the good-will of Cortes, 
and hoped, by this new and unexpected mark of 
confidence, that he might attach him for ever to 
his intereftr 

5<x>nbe- Cortes, receiving his commiffion with the 

^ToVhim. warmeft expreflions of refpett and gratitude to 

o«iobcr 23- fa governor, immediately eredted his ftandard 

before his own houfe, appeared in a military 

drefs, and affumed all the enfigns of his new 

dignity. 
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dignity. His utmoft influence and a&ivity were B oor 
exerted in peifuading many of his friends to - u - , /-•_, 
engage in the fervice, and in urging forward the ***** 
preparations for the voyage. All his owii funds, 
together with wfiat money he could raife by 
mortgaging his lands and Indians, were expended 
in purchafing military ftores and provifions, or 
in fupplying the wants of fuch of his officers as 
were unable to equip themfelves in a manner 
fuited to their rank e . Inoffenfive, and even 
laudable as this conduct was, his difappointed 
competitors were malicious enough to give it ar 
turn to his difadvantage. They reprefented him 
as aiming already, with little difguife, at eftab* 
lilhing an independent authority over his troops, 
and endeavouring to fecure their refpeft or love 
by his oftentatious and interefted liberality. They 
reminded Velafquez of his former diflenfiohs 
with the man in whom he now repofed fo much • 
confidence, and foretold that Cortes would be 
more apt to avail himfelf of the power, which the 
governor was inconfiderately putting in his hands, 
to avenge pad injuries, than to requite recent 
obligations. Thefe infinuations made fuch in\- 
preflion upon the fufpicious mind of Velafquez, 
that Cortes foon obferved fome fymptoms of a 
growing alienation and diftruft in h{s behaviour! 

and 
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b o o k and was advifcd by Lares and Duero, to haften 
\_-J-^j his departure, before thefe fhould become fo 
J ^ confirmed, as to break out with open violence. 
Fully fenfible of this danger, he urged forward 
his preparations with fuch rapidity, that he fet 
fail from St. Jago de Cuba on the eighteenth of 
November, Velafquez accompanying him to the 
(bore, and taking leave of him with an appear* 
ance of perfeft friendship and confidence, though 
he had fecretly given it in charge to fome of 
Cortes's officers, to keep a watchful eye upon 
every part of their commander's conduit f . 

zndeiTOirs Cortes proceeded to Trinidad, a (mall fet* 
bimdThis tlement on the fame fide of the ifland, where he 
* wnmiilon > was joined by feveral adventurers, and received a 
fupply of provifions and military (lores, of which 
his (lock was dill very incomplete. He had 
hardly left St. Jago, when the jealoufy which had 
been working in the bread of Velafquez, grew 
fo violent, that it was impoffible to fupprefs it. 
The armament was no longer under his own eye 
and direction; and he felt, that as his power 
over it ceafed, that of Cortes would become 
more abfolute. Imagination now aggravated 
every circumftance, which had formerly excited 
fufpicion: the rivals of Cortes induftrioufly 

1 Gomara Cron. c. 7. B. Diaz. c. 30. 

threw 




;.v :*•■•■» V 



HISTORY Ot AMERICA. %$% 

threw in reflections which increased his fears 1 b 6 o jc 
and with no lefs art than malice they called 
fupetftition to their aid, employing the prt* 
di&ibns of an aftrologer in order to complete tha 
alarm. All thefe, by their united operation", 
produced the defired cffeft. Velafquez repented 
bitterly of his own imprudence, in having com* 
mined a truft of fo much importance to a perfon "* 
whofe fidelity appeared fo doubtful, and haftily 
difpatched inftru&ions to Trinidad, empowering J 
Verdugo $ the chief magiftrate there, to deprive 
Cortes of hifc commiffion. But Cortes had 
already made fuch progrefs in gaining the efteem 
and confidence of his troops, that, finding officers 
as well as foldiers equally zealous to fupport hfe ' ^, .,;'/,! 
authority, he foothed or intimidated Verdugo^ 
and was permitted to depart from Trinidad with- ; 
out moleftation. 

*% * . 
. . • u ■> 

From Trinidad Cortes failed for the Havana,? and to (a? 
in order to raife more foldiers, and to complete amft! 
the vidualling of his fleet* There feveral perfons 
of diftin&ion entered into the fer vice, and engaged 
to fupply what provifions were (till wanting ; but 
as it was neceflary to allow them fome time for 
performing what they had promifed, Velafquez, 
fenfible that he ought no longer to rely on a man 
of whom he had fo openly difcovered his diftruft, 
availed himfelf of the interval, which this un- 
avoidable 
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book avoidable delay afforded, in order to make ofii? 

^ -^ _j attempt more to wreft the command out of the 
1 £* hands of Cortes. He loudly complained of Ver* 
dugo's condu&, accufing him either of childifh 
facility, or of manifeft treachery, in fuffering 
Cortes to efcape from Trinidad. Anxious tor 
guard againft a fecond difappointment, he fent a 
perfon of confidence to the Havana, with pe* 
remptory injundions to Pedro Barba, his lieu* 
tenant-governor in that colony, inftantly to arreft 
Cortes, to fend him prifoner to St. Jago under * 
ftrong guard, and to countermand the failing of 
the armament until he fhould receive farther 
orders. He wrote likewife to the principal 
officers, requiring them to affift Barba in execut- 
ing what he had given him in charge. But 
before the arrival of his meffenger, a Fradcifcan 
friar of St. Jago had fecretly conveyed an account 
of this interefting tranfa&ion to Bartholomew do 
Olmedo, a monk of the fame order, who a£ted 
as chaplain to the expedition. 

* * • 

Cortes de- Cortes, forewarned of the danger, had tine 

fcLmes, to take precautions for his own fafety. His firft 

nueshlf 1 " ftep was to find fome pretext for removing from 

x£n™' A e Havana Diego de Ordaz, an officer of great 

merit, but in whom, on account of his known 

attachment to Velafquez, he could not confidfc in 

> this trying and delicate jun&ure. He gave him 

the 
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the command of a veffel, deftined "to take on Boo.* 

V," * 

board fome provifions in a fmall harbour beyond 
Cape Antonio, and thus made fure of his ab-s 
fence, without feeming to fufped his fidelity*' 
When he was gone, Cortes no longer concealed 
the intentions of Velafquez from his troops ^ 
and as officers and foldiers were equally impatient 
to fet out on an expedition, in preparing for* 
which mod of them had expended all their 
fortunes, they expreffed their aftonifliment and 
indignation at that illiberal jealoufy, to which the; 
governor was about to facrifice, not only the 
honour of their general, but all their fanguine. 
hopes of glory and wealth. With one voice 
they intreated that he would not abandon the 
important ftation to which he had fuch a good 
title. They conjured him not to deprive them of 
a leader whom they followed with fuch welk- 
founded confidence, and offered to jfaed the lad 
drop of their blood in maintaining his authority* ; 
Cortes was eafily induced to comply with what 
he himfelf fo ardently defired. He fwore that he 
would never defert foldiers who had given him 
fuch a fignal proof of their attachment, and 
promifed inftantly to conduct them to that rich: 
country, which had been fo long the object 
of their thoughts and wifhes. This declaration 
was received with tranfports of military applaufe, 

accoin- 
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book accompanied with threats and imprecatiddi ; 
w»rv»H againft all. who fhould prefume to call in queftiori 
****• the jurifdi&on of their general, Or to obftruQ 
the execution of his defigns* 

irhet. Every thing was now ready for their de* 

mount of ° #»• * 

*» tores* parture; but though this expedition was fitted 
out by the united effort of the Spanifh power in 
Cuba > though every fettlement had contributed 
its quota of men and provifionsf though the 
governor had laid out confiderable funis, and 
each adventurer had exhaufted his ftock, or 
ftrained his credit, the poverty of the prepara- 
tions was fuch as muft aftonifh the prefent age, 
and bore, indeed, no refemblance to an arm*- < 
tnent deftined for the conqueft of a great empires 
The fleet confifted of eleven veffels; the largeft 
of a hundred tons,- which was dignified by the ^ 
name of Admiral j three of feventy or • eighty "j 
tons, and the reft fmall open barks* - On bdftrd' - 
of thefe were fix hundred and feventeen rten; of "* 
which five hundred and eight belonged t6 the * 
land fervice, and a hundred and l nine WfSrfr' n 
feamen or artificers. The foldiers were divided* ~ 
into eleven companies, according to the number 
of the fhips ; to each of which Cortes appointed 
a captain, and committed to him the command of 
th^ veffel while at fea, and of the men when on 

v bote. 
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IhoreV As the ufe of fire-arms among the" 
nations of Europe was hitherto confined to a few 
battalions of regularly disciplined infantry* only "J 11 *"" 
thirteen foldiers were armed with mufkets, thirty- 
two were crofs-bow men, and the reft had fwords 
and fpears. Inftead of the ufual defenfive armour, 
which mud have been cumberfome in a hot 
climate, the foldiers wore jackets quilted with 
cotton, which experience had taught the Spaniards 
to be a fufficient protection againft the weapons 
of the Americans. They had only fixteen horfes, 
ten fmall field-pieces, and four falconets \ 

With this flender and ill-provided train did **. *h 
Cortes fet fail, to make war upon a monarch His <tepr. 
whofe dominions were more extenfive than all Cuba, 
the kingdoms fubjeft to the Spanifh crown. As 
religious enthufiafm always mingled with the 
fpirit of adventure in the New World, and, by a 
cojnbination (till more ftrange, united with ava- 
rice, in prompting the Spaniards to all their 
enterprifes, a large crofs was dtfplayed in their 
ftandards, with this infcription, Let us follow the 
crofs, for under tbisjign wejfjall conquer. 

So powerfully were Cortes and his followers 
animated with both thefe paflions, that no lefs 

i Sec NOTE LXXIIL * B. Diaz. c. ft* 

vol. n # s eager 
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eager to plunder the opulent country whither 
they were bound, than zealous to propagate th* 
Chriftian faith among its inhabitants, they fet 
out, not with the folicitude natural to men going 1 
upon dangerous fervices, but with that confidence 
which arifes from fecurity of fuccefs, and cer* 
tainty of the divine proteSion. 



Touches at 
Cozumel 5 



March 4. 
and at Ta- 
bafco. 



As Cortes had determined to touch at etetf 
place which Grijalva had vifited, he fleered di- 
fe&ly towards the ifland of Cozumel ; there be 
had the good fortune to redeem Jerome de Agui- 
lar» a Spaniard, who had been eight years a pri* 
foner among the Indians. This man was per- 
fectly acquainted with a dialed of their language* < . 
understood through a large extent of country, 
and poffeffing befides a confiderable ihare of 
prudence and fagacity, proved extremely ufeful . 
as an interpreter. From Cozumel, Cortes pnv ; 
ceeded to the river of Tabafco, in hopes of ft te- L- 
ccption as friendly as Grijalva had met with i 
there, and of finding gold in the fame abundance j - 
but the difpofition of the natives, from fonte tw- 
known caufe, was totally changed. After re* 
peated endeavours to conciliate their good-will, 
he was conftrained to have recourfe to violence. 
Though the forces of the enemy were .numerous, 
and advanced with extraordinary courage, they 
were routed, with great daughter} in fever al 

fucceffivc 
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luccdfite adions. The lofs which they ; fuf» jook 

v. 
tained, aftd ftill more the aftonifliment and terror' -_» --J j 

i 

excited by the deftru&ive effeft of the firearms, ^^ 
and the dreadful appearance of the horfes, hum- 
bled their fierce fpirits, and induced- them to fue 
for peace* They acknowledged the king of 
Caftite as their fovereign, and granted Cortes a? 
fupply of provisions, with a prefent of cotton 
garment*, fome gold, and twenty female flaves '• 

CotiTES continued his cburfe to the weftward, Arrives at 
keeping as near the fhpre as pofGble, in order to uiua. 
obferve the couhtry ; but could difcover no pro- 
per place for landing, until he arrived at St. Juan' 
de Ulua k . As he entered this harbour a large April a. 
canoe, full of people, among whom were two who 
feemed to be perfons of diftinftion, approached 
his (hip with figns of peace and amity. They* 
came on board without fear or diftruft, arid ad- 
dreffed him in a mod refpeftful manner^ but in &' 
language altogether unknown to Aguilar. Cortes ' 
was in the utmoft perplexity aiid diftrefe, 'at ah' 
event of which he inftatitly forefaw all thfe'cdnfi*- 
quences, and already felt the hefitatioh and Uncer- 
tainty with which he fhould 1 tarry diithd great: 

' * ■ m ( ' 

' See NOTE LXXIV. '■'.'" "" 
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B ° v ° * themes which he meditated, if, in hit tranf- 
c -„!-, aftion* with the natives, be mud depend entirely 
,5 ' 9 " upon fuch an imperfect, ambiguous, and coiu 
jedural mode of communication, as the ufe of 
figns. But he did not remain long in his era- 
barrelling iituation: a fortunate accident ex- 
tricated him, when his own fagacity could have 
contributed little towards his relief. One of the 
female flaves, whom he had received from the 
cazique of Tabafco, happened to be prefent 
at the firft interview between Cortes and his new 
gudU. She perceived his diftrefs, as well as the 
confufion of Aguilar j and as fhe perfettly under- 
stood the Mexican language, fhe explained what 
they had faid in the Yucatan tongue, with 
Which Aguilar was acquainted. This woman, 
known afterwards by the name cf Donna Marina, 
and who makes a confpicuous figure In the 
hiftory of the New World, where great revolu- 
tions were brought about by fmall caufes and 
inconfiderable inftruments, was born in one of 
the provinces of the Mexican empire. Having 
been fold as a Have in the early part of her life, 
after a variety of adventures fhe fell into the 
hands of the Tabafcans, and had refided long 
enough among them to acquire their language, 
without lofing the ufe of her own. Though it 
was both tedious and troublefome to converfe by 
the intervention of two different interpreters, 

Cortes 
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Cortes was fo highly pleafed with having dff- 
covered'this method of carrying on fomermter- 
courfe with the people of a country into which 
he was determined to penetrate, that in the 
tranfports of his joy he confidered it as a vifible 
inferpofition of Providence in his favour '. ':■- 



He now learned, that the two perfons whom he Lands hi, 
had received on board of his fliip were deputies troopb * 
from Teutile and Pilpatoe, two officers entrufted 
with the government of that province, by a great 
monarch, whom they called Montezuma; and 
that they were fent to inquire what his intentions 
were in vifiting their coaft, and to offer him 
what afliftance he might need, in order to con- 
tinue his voyage. Cortes, ftruck with the 
appearance of thofe people, as well as the tenor 
of the meflage, affured them, in refpe&fbl terms, 
that he approached their country with moft 
friendly fentiments, and came to propofe matters 
of great importance to the welfare of their prince 
and his kingdom, which he' would unfold more 
fully, in perfon, to the governor and the general. 

Next morning, without waiting for any anfwer, 
he landed his troops, his horfes, and artillery ; 
and having chofen proper ground, began tQ 



1 B. Diaz. c. 37, 38, 39. Gomara Cron* c. 15, 26. 
$ferera 9 dec. 2. lib. v. c, 4. 
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B.o o k creft huts for his men, and to fortify his camp* 

u- v ~-j The natives, inftead of oppofmg the entrance 

_ J$l9 ' of thofe fatal guefts into their country, affifted 

them in all their operations, with an alacrity 

of which they had ere long good reafon to 

repent. 



Hisfirftin- Next day Teutile and Pilpatoe entered the 
with^the . Spanifh camp with a numerous retinue, and 
Mexicans. Cortes confidering them as the minifters of a 
great monarch, entitled to a degree of attention 
very different from that which the Spaniards 
were accuftomed to pay to the petty caziques, 
with whom they had intercourfe in the ifles, 
received them with much formal ceremony. He 
informed them, that he came as ambaflador from 
Don Carlos of Auftria, king of Caftile, the 
greateft monarch of the Eaft, and was intruded 
with propofitions of fuch moment, that he could 
impart them to none but the emperor Monte* 
zuma himfelf, and therefore required them to 
conduct him, without lofs of time, into the 
prefence of their mafter. The Mexican officers 
could not conceal their uneafinefs at a requeft, 
which they knew would be difagreeable, and 
which they forefaw might prove extremely era- 
barraffing to their fovereign, whofe mind had 
been filled with many difquieting apprehenfioqs, 
ever fince the former appearance of the Spaniards 

on 



*5>9" 



HISTORY OF AMERICA. '& 

QXk his coafts. But before they attempted -to B 9Q iK 
diffuade Cortes from infifting on this demand, *-— *• 
they endeavoured to conciliate his gjood-will, by 
entreating hirii to accept of certain prefents, 
which, as humble flaves of Montezuma, they laid 
fit his feet. They were introduced with great 
parade, and confifted of fine cotton cloth, of 
plumes of various colours, and of ornaments 
of gold and filver, to a confiderable value ; the 
workmanihip of which appeared to be as curious 
as the materials were rich. The difplay of thefe 
produced an effeft very different from what the 
Mexicans intended, Inftead of fatisfying, it in- 
creafed the avidity of the Spaniards, and ren- 
dered them fo eager and impatient to become 
mafters of a country which abounded with fuch 
precious productions, that Cortes could hardly 
liften with patience to the arguments which 
Klpatoe and Teutile employed to diffuade him 
from vifiting the capital, and in a haughty 
determined tone he infifted on his demand, of 
being admitted to a perfonal audience of their 
fovereign. During this interview, fome painters, 
in the train of the Mexican chiefs, had beeii dil- 
igently employed in delineating, upon white 
cotton cloths, figures of the fhips, the horfes, the 
artillery, the foldiers, and whatever elfe at* 
trafted their eyes, as Angular. When Cortes 
obferved this, and was informed that thefe 

s 4 piftures 
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pi&iires were to be fent to Montezuma, in order 
to convey to him a more lively idea of the ftrange 
* 519 ' and wonderful obje&s now prefented to their 
view, than any words could communicate, he re- 
folved to render the reprefentation ftill more 
animated and interefting, by exhibiting fuch a 
fpettacle as might give both them and thdr 
monarch an awful impreflion of the extraordinary 
prowefs of his followers, and the irrefiftiblt 
force of their arms. The trumpets, by hit 
order, founded an alarm ; the troops, in a md- 
ment, formed in order of battle, the infantry 
performed fuch martial exercifes as were beft 
fuited to difplay the efFeft of their different 
weapons ; the horfe, in various evolutions, gave 
a fpecimen of their agility and ftrength ; the 
artillery, pointed towards the thick woods which 
furrounded the camp, were fired, and made 
dreadful havoc among the trees. The Mexicans 
looked on with that filent amazertient which 
is natural when the mind is ftruqk with objefls, 
which are both awful and above its comprehen- 
fion. But, at the explofion of the cannon, 
many of them fled, fome fell to the ground^ and 
all were fo much confounded at the fight of men 
whofe power fo nearly refembled that of the gckk, 
that Cortes found it difficult to compofe and re- 
aflfure them. The painters had now many new 
pbjefts on which to exercifc their art, and they 

put 
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put their fancy on the ftretch in order to invent boo i^ 
figured and fy mbols to reprefent the extraordinary ^-su^ 
things which they had feen. \ *£*£ 

Messengers were immediately difpatched to NegqcU- 
Montezuma with thpfe pi&ures, and a full ac- j^JtS? 
count of every thing that had paffed fince tli$ lna ' 
arrival of the Spaniards, and by them Cortes fertt 
Aprefent of fome European curiofities to Mon- 
tezuma, which, though of no great value, hp 
believed would be acceptable on account of their 
novelty. The Mexican monarchs, in order tp 
obtain early information of every occurrence in 
all the corners of their extenfive empire, had in- 
troduced a refinement in police, unknown, at 
that time, in Europe. They had couriers ported 
at proper ftations along the principal roads ; and 
as thefe were trained to agility by a regular edu- 
cation, and relieved one another at moderate 
cjiftances, they conveyed intelligence with fur- 
prifing rapidity. Though the capital in which 
Montezuma refided was above a hundred and 
eighty miles from St. Juan de Ulna, Corteges 
prefents were carried thither, and an anfwer to 
his demands was received in few days. The 
lame officers who had hitherto treated with the 
Spaniards, were employed to deliver this anfwer ; 
but as they knew how repugnant the deter- 
mination 
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book mination of their matter was to all the Schemes- 
i— ^-^ and wiflies of the Spanilh commander, they 
, * I 9- would not venture to make it known until they 
His pre- had previoufly endeavoured to footh and mollify 
him. For this purpofe, they renewed their ae- 
gociation, by introducing a train of a hundred 
Indians, loaded with prefents fent to him by 
Montezuma. The magnificence of thefe was 
fuch as became a great monarch, and far ex- 
ceeded any idea which the Spaniards had hither-, 
to formed of his wealth. They were placed oil 
mats fpread on the ground, in fuch order, as 
fhewed them to the greateft advantage. Cortes 
and his officers viewed, with admiration, the va- 
rious manufadhires of the country, cotton fluffs 
fo fine, and of fuch delicate texture, as to re- 
femble filk ; pictures of animals, trees, and other 
natural objects, formed with feathers of different 
colours, difpofed and mingled with fuch (kill and 
elegance, as to rival the works of the pencil in 
truth and beauty of imitation. But what. chiefly 
attracted their eyes, were two large plates of a 
circular form, one of maffive gold reprefenting 
the fun, the other of filver, an emblem of the 
moon ra , Thefe were accompanied with bracelets, 
collars, rings, and other trinkets of gold ; and 

» Sec NOTE LXXV. 
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that nothing might be wanting which could give b o a K 
the Spaniards a complete idea of what the w.- y -j 
country afforded, with fome boxes filled with iy9m 
pearls, precious ftones, and grains of gold un- 
wrought, as they had been found in the mines or 
rivers. Cortes received ail thefe with an appear- 
ance of profound veneration for the monarch by 
whom they were beftowed. But when the Mexi- Forbids 
cans, prefuming upon this, informed him, that ap^roL* 
their matter, though he defired him to accept of his capital- 
what he had fent as a token of regard for that 
monarch whom Cortes reprefented, would not 
give his confent that foreign troops fhould ap- 
proach nearer to his capital, or even allow them 
to continue longer in his dominions, the Spanifh 
general declared, in a manner more refolute and 
peremptory than formerly, that he mud infift on 
his firft demand, as he could not, without dif~ 
honour, return to his own country, until he was 
admitted into the prefence of the prince whom he 
was appointed to vifit in the name of his fove- 
reign. The Mexicans, aftoftiflied at feeing any 
man dare to oppofe that will, which they were 
accuftomed to confider as fupreme and irre- 
fiftible, yet afraid of precipitating their country 
into an open rupture with fuch formidable ene- 
mies, prevailed with Cortes to prpmife, that he 
would not move from his prefent camp, until the 

return 
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B ° v ° K return of a meffenger, whoiiji they fent to Monte- 



zuma for farther inftru&ions \ 



state of the The firmnefs with which Cortes adhered to his 
empire at original propofal, fhould naturally have brought 



that period. 



the negociation between him and Montezuma to 
a fpeedy iffue, as it feemed to leave the Mexican 
monarch no choice, but either to receive him with 
confidence as a friend, or to oppofe him openly as 
an enemy. The latter was what might have been 
expetted from a haughty prince in pofleflion of 
extenfive power. The Mexican empire, at this 
period, was at a pitch«of grandeur to which no fo- 
ciety ever attained in fo fhort a period. Though 
it had fubfifted, according to their own traditions, 
only a hundred and thirty years, its dominion ex- 
tended from the North to the South Sea, over 
territories ftretching, with fome fmall interrup- 
tion, above five hundred leagues from eaft to 
weft, and more than two hundred from north to 
fouth, comprehending provinces not inferior in 
fertility, population, and opulence, to any in the 
torrid zone. The people were warlike and ea- 
ter prifing ; the authority of the monarch un- 
bounded, and his revenues confiderable. If t 

* B. Diaz. c. 39. Gomara Cron.c. 27. Herrera, dec a. 
lib. t. c. £, 6. 

with 
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*rith the forces which might have been fuddenty » o 9 *k* 
aflembled in fuch an empire, Montezuma had w , -^.^ 
fallen upon the Spaniards while encamped on a XSX9 ' 
barren unhealthy coaft, unfupported by any ally, 
without a place of retreat, and deftitute of provi- 
fions, it feems to be impoffible, even with all the 
advantages of their fuperior difcipline and arms, 
that they could have flood the (hock, and they 
muft either have perifhed in fuch an unequal 
con t eft, or have abandoned the enterprife. , 

As the power of Montezuma; enabled him po charter 
take this fpirited part, his own difpofitions were narch. 
fuch as feemed naturally to prompt him ta it. 
Of all the princes who had fwayed the Mexican 
fceptre, he was the mod haughty, the moil vio 
leht, and the moil impatient of controul. .. His 
fubje&s looked up to him with awe, and his ener 
mics with terror. The former he governed wilh 
unexampled rigour, but they -were imprefied with 
fuch an opinion of his capacity, as commanded 
their refpeft ; and, by many*vi£tories. over the. 
"latter, he had fpread far the dread of his arms, 
and had added feveral confiderable provinces to 
his dominions. But though his talents might be 
fuited to the tranfaclions of a (late fo imperfedly 
poliflied as the Mexican empire, and fufficient to 
condud them while in their accuftomed courfe, 
they were altogether inadequate to a conjuncture 

fo 
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fo extraordinary, and did not qualify him eithef 
to judge with the difcernment, or to alt with the 
decifion, requifite in fuch trying emergence* ■ 



His per* 
plexity and 
terror upon 
the arrival 
of the Spa- 
oiard*« 



From the moment that the Spaniards appeared 
on his coaft, he difcovered fymptoms of timidity 
and embarraifcient. Inftead of taking fuch refo* 
Iutions as the confeioufnefs of his own power, of 
the memory of his former exploits, might have 
infpired, he deliberated with an anxiety and hesi- 
tation which did not efcape the notice of his 
meaneft courtiers. The perplexity and difcom- 
pofure of Montezuma's mind upon this occafion, 
as- well as the general difmay of his fubjfetts, 
were not owing wholly to the impreffion which 
the- Spaniards had made by the novelty of their 
appearance and the terror of their arms. It* 
origin may be traced up to a more remote fource. 
There was an opinion, if we may believe the 
earlieft and mod: authentic Spanxfh hiftorkm*, 
almoft univerfal among the Americans, that feme 
dreadful calamity was impending over their 
heads, from a race of formidable invaders who* 
fhould come from regions toward* the rifing fun, 
to overrun and defolate their country. Whether 
this difquieting apprehenfion flowed* from the 
memory of fome natural calamity which had 
afflided that part of the globe, and imprefled the 
minds of the. inhabitants with fuperftitious fear* 
*. . and 
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art*!' forebodings, or whether it was an imagina- 
tion accidentally faggefted by the aftonifllmetit 
which the firft fight of a new hce of men * ,5, 9' 
occafioned, it is impoffible to determine. But as 
thtt Mexicans Were more prone to faperftiriort 
than any people in the New World, they ttere! 
more deeply affe&ed by the appearance of the 
Spaniards, whom their credulity inftantly repre- 
sented as the inftrument deftihed to bring about? 
this fatal revolution which they dreaded. Undef 
thofe circumftances, it ceafes to be incredible 
that a handful of adventurers fhould alarm the 
monarch of a great empire, and all his fubje&s 



o 



Notwithstanding the influence of this hri-J continue* 
preiSon, when the mefTenger arrived from the date. 
Spanifti camp with an account that the leader of 
the ftrangerg, adhering to his original demand, r&» 
fufed to obey the order enjoining him to leave 
the country, Montezuma aflfumed fome degree 
of refolution, and, in a tranfport of rage natural 
to a fierce prince unaccuftomed to meet with any 
oppofition to his will, he threatened to facrifice 
thofe prefumptuous men to his gods. But hi* 
doubts and fears quickly returned, and inftead 
of iffuing orders to carry his threats into execu-v 

Cortes Relatione Seconda, ap. Ramuf. iii. 234* 2*5* 
Herrera, dec. 2. lib. iii. c. 1. lib. v. c. 11. lib. ' vii. c. 6., 
GwnaraCron'* c. 66, 92. 144. . 

tion, 
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book tion, he again called his minifters to cozrfef 
u-^u and offer their advice* Feeble and temporifing 
^^ roeafures will always be the refult when men 
affemble to deliberate in a iituation where thiey 
ought to aft. The Mexican councilors took no 
effectual meafure for expelling fuch troublesome 
intruders, and wer0 fatisfied with ifluing a more 
pofitive injunction, requiring them to leave the 
country ; but this they prepofteroufly accom- 
panied with a prefent of fuch value, as proved 
freih inducement to remain there* 

Anxietyand . Meanwhile, the Spaniards were not without 
SKrfThe folicitude or a variety of fentiments, in deliberate 
ipoiards. .^ G0Xlcern ing their own future conduQv From 
what they had already feen, many of then* 
formed fuch extravagant ideas concerning the 
' opulence of the country, that defpifmg danger of 
hardfhips, when they had in view treafures which 
appeared to be inexhauftible, they were eager to 
attempt the conquefh Others, eftimating the 
power of the Mexican empire by its wealth, and 
enumerating the various proofs which had oc- 
curred of h& being under a well-regulated ad* 
tniniftration, contended, that it would be an aft 
of the wildeft frenzy to attack fuch a ftate with 
a fmall body of men, in want of provifions, un- 
connected with any ally, and already enfeebled 
by the difeafes peculiar to the climate, and the 
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lots of fevetal of their number p . Cortes fecretly book 
applauded the advocates for bold meafures, and u--k/~-j 
cherifhed their romantic hopes, as fuch ideas 1519 ' 
corrofponded with his own, and favoured the exe- 
cution of the fchemes which he had formed. 
From the time that the fufpicions of Velafquez 
broke out with open violence in the attempts to 
deprive him of the command, Cortes faw the ne- schemeiof 
ceflity of diflblving a connexion which would 
obftruft and embarrafs all his operations, and 
watched for a proper opportunity of coming to 
a final rupture with him. Having this in view, 
he had laboured by every art to fecure the 
efteem and affe&ion of his foldiers. With his 
abilities for command, it was eafy to gain their 
efteem ; and his followers were quickly fatisfied 
that they might rely, with perfefit confidence, on 
the conduft and courage of their leader. Nor 
was it more difficult to acquire their affe&ion. 
Among adventurers, nearly of the fame rank, 
and ferving at their own expence, the dignity of 
command did not elevate a general above ming- 
ling with thofe who afted under him. Cortes 
availed himfelf of this freedom of intercourfe, to 
infinuate himfelf into their favour, and by his 
affable manners, by well-timed afts of liberality 
to fome, by infpiring all with vaft hopes, and by 

* 

* B. Diaz. c. 40. 
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book allowing them to trade privately with the na« 
-/- _t tives % he attached the greater part of his foldiers 
5 ] 9- fo firmly to himfelf, that they almoft forgot 
that the armament had been fitted out by the 
authority, and at the expence of another. 

Hisaddrefs During thofe intrigues, Teutiie arrived with 
thcmon" 8 the prefent from Montezuma, and, together with 
it, delivered the ultimate order of that monarch 
to depart inftantly out of his dominions ; and 
when Cortes, inftead of complying, renewed his 
requeft of an audience, the Mexican turned 
from him abruptly, and quitted the camp with 
looks and geftures which ftrongly exprefled his 
furprife and refentment. Next morning, none 
of the natives, who ufed to frequent the camp in 
great numbers, in order to barter with the fql- 
diers, and to bring in provifions, appeared. All 
friendly correfpondence feemed now to be at aa 
end, and it was expe&ed every moment that 
hoftilities would commence. This, though ant 
event that might have been forefeen, occafioned 
a fudden confternation among the Spaniards, 
which emboldened the adherents of Velafquez 
not only to mumur and cabal againft their 
general, but to appoint one of their number to 
remouftrate openly againft bis imprudence in at- 

* Sec NOTE LXXVI. 

tempting 
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tempting the conqueft of a mighty empire with book 
fuch inadequate force, and to urge the neceffity of U.-V--J 
returning to Cuba, in order to refit the fleet and ,51 *' 
augment the army* Diego de Ordaz, one of his 
principal officers, whom the malcontents charged 
with this commiflion, delivered it with a foldierly 
freedom and bluntnefs, alluring Cortes that he 
fpoke the fentimehts of the whole army. He 
liflened to this remonftrance without any appear- 
ance of emotion, and as he well knew the temper 
and wiflies of his foldiers, and forefaw how they 
would receive a propofition fatal at once to all the 
fplendid hopes and fchemes which they had been 
forming with fuch complacency, he carried his 
diflimulation fo far as to feem to relinquifh his 
own meafures in compliance with the requeft of 
Ordaz, and iffued orders that the army fliould be 
in readinefs next day to reimbark for Cuba. As 
foon as this was known, the difappointed adven- 
turers exclaimed and threatened ; the emiflaries 
of Cortes, mingling with them, inflamed their 
rage ; the ferment became general ; the whole 
camp was almoft in open mutiny ; all demand- 
ing with eagernefs to fee their commander. 
Cortes was hot flow in appearing ; when, with 
one voice, officers and foldiers exprefled their 
aftonifhment and indignation at the orders which 
they had received. It was unworthy, they cried, 
of the Caftilian courage, to be daunted at the 

t 2 fifft 
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book firft afpett of danger* and Infamotis to fly before 
i —/■ mj any enemy appeared* For their parts, they were 
, 5 , 9« determined not to relinquifh an enterprife* that 
had hitherto been fuccefsful, and which tended 
fo vifibly to fpread the knowledge of true reli- 
gion, and to advance the glory and intereft 
of their country. Happy under his command, 
they would follow him with alacrity through 
every danger, in queft of thofe fettlements and 
treafures which he had fo long held out to their 
view ; but if he chofe rather to return to Cuba, 
and tamely give up all his hopes of diftin&ion 
and opulence to an envious rival, they would in- 
ftfcntly choofe another general to conduA them 
in that path of glory > which he had not fpirit to 
enter* 

Cortes, delighted with their ardour, took no 
offence at the boldnefs with which it was uttered. 
The fentiments were what he himfelf had in- 
* fpired, and the warmth of expreffion fatisfied 
him that his followers had imbibed them tho- 
roughly. He affected, however, to be furprifed 
at what he heard, declaring that his orders to 
prepare for embarking were iffued from a per- 
fuafion that this was agreeable to his troops ; 
that, from deference to what he had been in* 
formed was their inclination, he had facrificed 
his own private opinion, which was firmly bent 

on 



HISTORY OF AMERICA. t 77 

i 

on eftablifliing immediately a fettlement oh th£ book 
fea-Co&ft, and then on endeavouring to pene- u - r , ■> 

„ * trate into the interior part of the country; that xil> 
now he was convinced of his error ; and as 
he perceived that they were animated with 
the generous fpirit which breathed in every true 
Spaniard, he would refume, with frefh ardour, 
his original plan of operation, and doubted not 
to donduft them, in the career of vi&ory, to fuch 
independent fortunes as their valour merited. 
Upon this declaration, (houts of applaufe teftified 

: ■* the excefs of their joy. The meafure feemed to 
be taken with unanimous confent ; fuch as 
fecretly condemned it being obliged to join'ia 
the acclamations, partly to conceal their di£> 
affe&ion from their general, and partly to avoid 
the imputation of cowardice from their felltty? 
foldiers r . 

Without allowing his men time to cool or Eftabinhesa 
to refleft, Cortes fet about carrying his defign S£ d ^ 
into execution. In order to give a beginning to **& 
a colony, he affembled the principal perfons in 
his army, and by their fuffrage eiefted a council . 
and magiftrates in whom the government was to 
be vetted. As men naturally tranfplant the in* 

r B. Diaz. c. 40, 41, 42. Hcrrera, die. 2. lib. v. 
t. 6, 7. 
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ftjtutions and forms of the mother-country into 
their new fettlements, this was framed upon the 
f 5 **• model of a Spanifli corporation. The magistrates 
were diftinguiflied by the fame names and en- 
figns of office, and were to exercife a fimilar 
jurifdi&ion. All the perfons chofen were moft 
firmly devoted to Cortes, and the inftrument of 
their election was framed, in the king's awe, 
without any mention of their dependance on 
Velafquez. The two principles of avarice quid 
enthufiafm, which prompted the Spaniards to all 
their enterprifes in the New World, feem to 
have concurred in fuggefting the name which 
Cortes beftowed on his infant fettlement. He 
called it, The rich town of the true Crafs '• . 



Red ens his The firft meeting of the new council was 
commiflion, gyx ^ ed by a tran f a aion of great moment. As 

foon as it aflembled, Cortes applied for leave to 
enter ; and approaching with many marks of pro- 
found refpeS, which added dignity to the tri- 
bunal, and fet an example of reverence £qt 
its authority, he began a long harangue, in 
which, with much art, and in terms extrepiely 
flattering to perfons juft entering upon their new 
function, he obferved, that as the fupreme jurif- 
diftion over the colony which they had planted 

' Villa rica de la vera Crag, 

vat 
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tras flow vefted in this court, he confidered them book 
as clothed with the authority, and reprefenting «, ■ -J-. j- 
the perfon of their fovereign *; that accordingly ,5 * 9, 
lie would communicate to them what he deemed 
*flfential to the public fafety, with the fathe 
dutiful fidelity as if he were addreffing his royal 
matter ; that the fecurity of a colony fettled in a 
-great empire, whofe fovereign had already dis- 
covered his hoftile intentions, depended upon 
arms, and the efficacy of thefe upon the fubordi- 
nation and difcipline preferved among the troops ; 
that his right to command was derived from 
a commiffion granted by the governor of Cuba ; 
and as that had been long fince revoked, the 
lawfulnefs of his jurifdiftion might well be 
queftioned; that he might be thought to aft 
upon a defective, or even a dubious title ; nor 
could they truft an army which might difpute 
the powers of its general, at a junfture when it 
ought implicitly to obey his orders ; that, moved 
by thefe confiderations, he now refigned all his 
authority to them, that they, having both right 
to choofe, and power to confer full jurifdiftion, 
might appoint one, in the king's name, to com- 
mand the army in its future operations ; and as 
for his own part, fuch was his zeal for the fer- 
vice in which they were engaged, that he would 
mod cheerfully take up a pike with the fame hand 
that laid down the general's truncheon, and con- 

T 4 vince 
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book, vince his fellow- foldiers, that though accuftomed 
to command, he had not forgotten how to obey. 



^ X9> Having finifhed his difcourfe, he laid the com- 
million from Velafquez upon the table, and after 
kiffing his trjincheon, delivered it to the chief 
magiftrate, and withdrew. 

andicchofen The deliberations of the council were not long, 

chiefjuftice 

and cap- as Cortes had concerted this important meafure 
taui '8 enc * ^jj his. confidents, and had prepared the other 
members with great addrefs, for the part which 
he wifhed them to take. His relignation was 
accepted; and as the uninterrupted tenor of 
their profperity under his conduft afforded the 
raoft latisfying evidence of his abilities for com- 
mand, they, by their unanimous fuffrage, ele&ed 
Jbim chief juftice of the colony, and captam- 
general of its army, and appointed his commiffioo 
to be made out in the king's name, with moft 
ample powers, which were to continue in force 
until the royal pleafure ihould be farther known. 
That this deed might not be deemed theinaclri- 
nation of a junto, the .council called together 
the troops, and acquainted them with what had 
been refolved. The foldiers, with eager ap- 
plaufe, ratified the choice which the council had 
made ; the air refounded with the name of 
Cortes, and all vowed to (bed their blood' in fup- 
port of his authority, 

Cortes 
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: Co&tes having now brought his intrigues to 
the defired iffue, and fhaken off his mortifying 
dependance on the governor of Cuba, accepted A f t f**^ 
of the commiffion, which veiled in him fupreme authority 

with vigour* 

jurifdi&ion, civil as well as military, over th? 
colony, with many profeffions of refpe& tq the 
council, and gratitude to the army. Together 
with his new command, he afiumed greater 
dignity, and began to exercife more extenfive 
powers* Formerly he had felt hirofelf to be 
only the deputy of a fubjedfc ; now he a&ed as the 
representative of his fovereign. The adherents 
of Velafquez, fully aware of what would be the 
effed of this change in the fit u at ion of Cortes, 
could no longer continue filent and paffive fpe&a- 
tors of his anions. They exclaimed openly 
agaffift the proceedings of the council as illegal, 
and againft thofe of the army as mutinous. 
Cortes, inftantly perceiving the neceffity of giving 
a timely check to fuch feditious difcouxfe by fome 
vigorous meajTure, arretted Ordaz, Efcudero, and 
Velafquez de Leon, the < ringleaders of this 
fa&ion, and fent them prifoners aboard the fleet, 
loaded with chains. Their dependants, afto- 
nifhed and over-awed, remained quiet; and 
Cortes, more defirous to reclaim than to punifh 
his prifoners, who were officers of great merit, 
courted their friendfhip with' fuch ajpduity and 
addrefs, that the reconciliation was perfectly cor- 
dial; 
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book dial ; and, on the moil trying occafions, neither 
i_ - w -_j their connexion with the governor of Cuba, n6r 
,5,9# the memory of the indignity with which they had 
been treated, tempted them to fwerve from an 
inviolable attachment to his intereft '. In this, 
as well as his other negotiations at this critical 
conjun&ure, which decided with refpeft to his 
future fame and fortune, Cortes owed much of 
his fuccefs to the Mexican gold, which he dis- 
tributed with a liberal hand both among his 
friends and his opponents \ 

His friend- . Cortes, having thus rendered the union be- 
by'S^z^- tween himfelf and his army indiffoluble, by en- 
poaUaM * gaging *t to j°' n ^ m "* difclaiming any depend- 
ence on the governor of Cuba, and in repeated 
atts of difobedience to his authority, thought he 
might now venture to quit the camp in which he 
had hitherto remained, and advance into the 
country. To this he was encouraged by an 
event no lefs fortunate than feafonable. Some 
Indians having approached his camp in a myfte- 
rious manner, were introduced into his prefenefc. 
He found that they were fent with a proffer 
of friendfliip from the cazique of Zempoalla,' a 

* B. Diaz. c. 42,43. GomaraCron.c. 30, 31. Hernia, 
dec. 2. lib. v. c. 7. 

■ B. Diaz. c. 44. 

confides 
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canfiderable town at no great diftance ; and book 
from their anfwers to a variety of queftk>n$ u.c-J- _i 
which he put to them, according to his ufyal ■*&> 
pra&ice in every interview with the people of the 
country, he gathered, that their mafter, though 
fubjeft to the Mexican empire, was impatient of 
the yoke, and filled with fuch dread and hatred 
of Montezuma, that nothing could be more 
acceptable to him than any profped of deliver- 
ance from the oppreffion under which he 
groaned. On hearing this, a ray of light and 
hope broke in upon the mjnd of Cortes, He 
faw that the great empire which he intended 
to attack was neither perfedty united, nor its 
fovereign univerfally beloved. He concluded* 
that, the caufes of difaffedion could ^ot, be 
confined to one province, but that in other. cor- 
ners there muft be malcontents, fo weary pf 
fubjedion, or fo defirous of change, as to be 
ready to follow the ftandard of any prptedor. 
Full of thofe ideas, on which he began to forma 
fcheme, that time, and more periled informatics 
concerning the (late of the country, enabled hup 
to mature, he gave a mod gracious reception; to 
the Zempoallans, and promifed foon to vifit their 
cazique*. 

* B. Diaz. c. 41. Gontara Croa. c. 38. 

hr 
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book In order to perform this promife, it was not 
u -^.-/ neceffary to vary the route which he had already 
Marchwto fixed for his march. Some officers, whom he 
zeropoai* j^j employed to furvey the coaft, having dif- 
covered a village named Quiabiflan, about forty 
miles to the northward, which, both on account 
of the fertility of the foil, and commodioufnefs 
of the harbour, feemed to be a more proper 
ftation for a fettlement than that where he was 
encamped, Cortes determined to remove thither* 
Zempoalla lay in his way, where the cazique re* 
ceived him in the manner which he had reafon 
to expefl: ; with gifts and careffes, like a man 
felicitous to gain his good-will ; with refpeft 
approaching almoft to adoration, like one who 
looked up to him as a deliverer. From him he 
learned many particulars with refpeft to the cha* 
rafter of Montezuma, and the circum fiances 
which rendered his dominion odious. He was a 
tyrant, as the cazique told him with tears, 
haughty, cruel, and fufpicious ; who treated his 
own fubje&s with arrogance, ruined the con* 
quered provinces by exceffive exa&ions, and often 
tore their fons arid daughters from them by vio- 
lence ; the former to be offered as vi&ims to his 
gods ; the latter, to be referved as concubines fo? 
himfelf or favourites. Cortes, in reply to him f 
artfully infinuated, that one great objeft of the 

Spaniard* 
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Spaniards in vifiting a country fa remote from book 
their own, was to redrefs grievances, and to re*- c .- V 1.,\J 
lieve the opprefled ; and having encouraged him ****'■ . 
to hope for this interpofition in due time, he con- 
tinued his march to Quiabiflan. 

The fpot which his officers had recommended Bu «w* a 
as a proper fituation, appeared to him to be fo 
well chofen, that he immediately marked out 
ground for a town. The houfes to be ete&ed 
were only huts ; but thefe were to be furf ounded 
with fortifications, of fufficient ftrength to refift 
the aflaults of an Indian army. As the finishing 
of thofe fortifications was effential to the exift* 
ence of a colony, and of no lefs importance 
in profecuting the defigns which the leader and 
his followers meditated, both in order to fecure 
a place of retreat, and to preferve their commu- 
nication with the fea, every man in the army, 
officers as well as foldiers, put his hand to the 
'work, Cortes himfelf fetting them an example of 
activity and perfeverance in labour. The Indians 
of Zempoalla and Quiabiflan lent their aid ; and 
this petty ftation, the parent of fo many mighty 
fettlements, was foon in a flate of defence r . 



r B. Diaz. c. 45, 46. 48. Gomara Cron. c. 33, 33. 37. 
Herrcra, dec. 2. lib. v. c 8, 9. 
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While engaged in this neceflary work, Corte* 
had feveral interviews with the caziques of Zem- 

conciodcsa P° a ^ a an ^ Quiabiflan $ and availing himfelf of 
formal aiii- their wonder and aftonifhment at the new objeds 

ance with 

feverai ca- which they daily beheld, he gradually infpired 
* iqucs * them with fuch an high opinion of the Spaniards, 
as beings of a fuperior order, and irrefiftible in 
arms, that, relying on their prote&ion, they 
ventured to infult the Mexican power, at the 
very name of which they were accuftomed to 
tremble* Some of Montezuma's officers having 
appeared to levy the ufual tribute, and to demand 
a certain number of human vi&iras, as an ex- 
piation for their guilt in prefuming to hold 
intercourfe with thofe Grangers whom the empe- 
ror had commanded to leave his dominions, 
inftead of obeying the order, the caziques made 
them prifoners, treated them with great L&dignity, 
and, as their fuperftition was no lefs barbarous 
than that of the Mexicans, they prepared tp. 
facrifice them to their gods. From this laftdau-* 
ger they were delivered by the interpofition, of; 
Cortes, who manifefted the utmoft horror at the 
mention of fuch a deed. The two caziques hay-, 
ing now been pufhed to an ad of fuch open re- 
bellion, as left them no hope of fafety but in 
attaching themfelves inviolably to the Spaniards, 
they foon completed their union with them, by 
formally acknowledging themfelves to be vaJTalg 

of 
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of the fame monarch. Their example was fol- book 
lowed by the Totonaques, a fierce people who s«,»JL,^ 
inhabited the mountainous part of the country. IS1 * 
They willingly fubje&ed themfelves to the crown 
of Caftile, and offered to accompany Cortes, 
with all their forces, in his march towards 
Mexico \ 

r 

Cortes had now been above three months in His m«- 
New Spain ; and though this period had not been cure a con. 
* diftinguifhed by martial exploits, every moment-' bisautho- 
had been employed in operations, which, though £^ y *** 
lefs fplendid, were more important. By his ad- 
drefs in conducing his intrigues with his own 
army, as well as his fagacity in carrying on his 
negociations with the natives, he had already laid 
the foundations of his future fuccefs. But what- 
ever confidence he might place in the plan which 
he had formed, he could not but perceive, that a& 
his title to command was derived from a doubtful 
authority, he held it by a precarious tenure. The 
injuries which Velafquez had received, were fuch 
as would naturally prompt him to apply fot 
redrefs to their common fovereign; and fuch 
a reprefentation, he forefaw, might be' given of 
his conduA, that he had reafon to apprehend, 

* B. Diaz. c. 47. Gomara Cron. 35, 36. Hcrrera, 
dec. 2. lib. y. c. 9, 16, II. . < 

not 
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not only that he might be degraded from his 
prefent rank, but fubjefted to punifhment. Be- 
** l s m fore he began his march, it was neceffary to take 
the mod effectual precautions againft this im* 
pending danger. With this view he perfuaded 
the magiftrates of the colony at Vera Cruz 
to addrefs a letter to the king, the chief objeft 
of which was to juftify their own conduct in 
eftablifhing a colony independant on the jurisdic- 
tion of Velafquez. In order to accomplifh this, 
they endeavoured to detract from his merit, in 
fitting out the two former armaments under 
Cordova and Grijalva, affirming that thefe had 
been equipped by the adventurers who engaged 
in the expeditions, and not by the governor. 
They contended that the fole objedt of Velafquez 
was to trade or barter with the natives, not to 
attempt the conqueft of New Spain, or to fettle 
a colony there. They after ted that Cortes and 
the officers who fcrved under him had defrayed 
the greater part of the expence in fitting out the 
armament. On this account, they humbly re* 
quefted their fovereign to ratify what they had 
done in his name, and to confirm Cortes in the 
fupreme command by his royal commiffion. 
That Charles might be induced to grant more 
readily what they demanded, they give him 
a pompous description of the country which 
they had difcovered j of its riches, the number of 

its 
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its inhabitants, their civilization and arts ; they book 
relate the progrefs which they had already made l, -„- *j 
in annexing fome parts of the country fituated on ,5t9< 
the fea-coaft to the crown of Caftile ; and mention 
the fchemes which they had formed, as well as 
the hopes tfhich they entertained, of reducing 
the whole to fubje&ion a . Cortes himfelf wrote 
in a fimilar ftrain; and as he knew that the 
Spanifli court, accuftomed to the exaggerated re- 
prefentations of every new country by its dif- 
coverers, would give little credit to their fplendid 
accounts of New Spain, if thefe were not accom- 
panied with fuch a fpecimen of what it contained, 
as would excite an high idea of its opulence, he 
folicited his foldiers to relinquifh what they might 
claim as their part of the treafures which had 



\ ■ 



* In this letter it is aflerted, that though a ponfidcrable 
number of Spaniards have been wounded in their various en- 
counters with the people of Tabafco, not one of them died, 
and all had recovered in a very fhort time. This feems to • 
confirm what I obferve in p. 299, concerning the imperfection 
of the ofFenfive weapons ufed by the Americans^ In this 
letter, the human facrifices offered by the Mexicans to their 
deities are defcribed minutely, and with great horror ; 
fome of the Spaniards, it is faid, had been eye-witnefles of 
thofe barbarous rites. To the letter is fubjoined a catalogue 
and description of the prefents fent to the emperor. That 
publifhed by Gomara, Cron. c. 29, feems to have been 
copied from it. Pet. Martyr defcribes many of the articles 
in his treatife De infulis nuper inventis, p. 354, &c. 

vol. ii, u hitherto 
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book hitherto been collected, in order that the whole 
t_— J- _r might be fent to the king. Such was the 
' Sl * attendant which he had acquired over their 
minds, and fuch their own romantic expecta- 
tions of future wealth, that an army of indigene 
%nd rapacious adventurers was capable of this 
generous effort, and offered to their fovereign 
the richeft prefent that had hitherto been trans- 
mitted from the New World b . Portocarrero 
and Montejo, the chief magiftrates of the colony, 
were appointed to carry this prefent to Caftile, 
with exprefs orders not to touch at Cuba in thek 
paflage thither c . 

Mc C ^a f a!nft While a veffel was preparing for their de- 
Cwtes. parture, an unexpected event occafionqd a gene- 
ral alarm. Some foldiers and failors, fecretly 
attached to Velafquez, or intimidated . at the 
profpeft of the dangers unavoidable in attempt*. 
ing to penetrate into the heart of a great empire 
with fuch unequal force, formed the defign of 
feizing one of the brigantines, and making theic 
efcape to Cuba, in order to give the governor 
fuch intelligence as might enable him to intercept 
the (hip which was to carry the treafure and dif- 
patches to Spain. This confpiracy, though 
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c B. Diaz. c. 54. Coxnara Cron. c 40. 
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formed by perfons of low rank, was condu&ed book 

with profound fecrecy ; but at the moment t ■--,- jj 

when every thing was ready for execution, they * 51 * 4 
were betrayed by one of their affociates. 

Though the good fortune of Cortes interpofed I *f c deftroys 
fo feafonably on this occafion, the dete&ion of 
this confpiracy filled his mind with moft difquiet- 
ing apprehenfions, and prompted him to execute 
a fcheme which he had long revolved. He per- 
ceived that the fpirit of difeffe&ion ftill lurked 
among his troops ; that though hitherto checked 
by the uniform fuccefs of his fchemes, or fup- 
preffed by the hand of authority, various events 
might occur which would encourage and call it 
forth. He obfer ved, that many of his men, weary 
of the fatigue of fervice, longed to revifit their 
fettlements in Cuba ; and that upon any appear- 
ance of extraordinary dangfer, or any reverfe of 
fortune, it would be impoffible to reftrain them 
from returning thither. He was fenfible that his 
forces, already too feeble, could bear no diminu- 
tion, and that a very fmall defe&ion of his fol- 
lowers would oblige him to abandon the enter- 
prife. After ruminating often,- and with much 
folicitude, upon thofe particulars, he faw no 
hope of fuccefs, but in cutting off all poflibility 
of retreat, and in reducing his men to the 

u 2 neceffity 
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necefllty of adopting the fame refolution with 
which he himfelf was animated,' either to conquer 
J S 1 9' or to perifh. With this view, he determined to 
deftroy his fleet ; but as he durft not venture to 
execute fuch a bold refolution by his fingle au- 
thority, he laboured to bring his foldiers to adopt 
his ideas with refpett to the propriety of this 
meafure. His addrefs in accomplifhing this was 
not inferior to the arduous occafion in which it 
was employed* He perfuaded fome, that the 
fhips had fuffered fo much by having been long 
at fea, as to be altogether unfit fof fervice ; to 
others he pointed out what a feafonable rein- 
forcement of ftrength they would derive from the 
jun&ion of an hundred men, now unprofitably 
employed as failors ; and to all, he reprefented 
the necefllty of fixing their eyes and wilhes upon 
what was before them, without allowing the idea 
of a retreat once to enter their thoughts. With 
univerfal confent the fhips were drawn alhore, 
and after ftripping them of their fails, rigging, 
iron works, and whatever felfe might be of ufe, 
they were broke in pieces. Thus, from an 
effort of magnanimity, to which there is nothing 
parallel in hiftory, five hundred men voluntarily 
confented to be fhut up in a hoflile country, 
filled with powerful and unknown nations ; and 
having precluded evefy means of efcape, left' 

.. . them- 
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themfelves without any refource but their own book 
valour and perfeverance d . 

Nothing now retarded Cortes ; the alacrity 
of his troops and the difpofition of his allies were 
equally favourable. All the advantages, however, 
derived from the latter, though procured by mucK 
afliduity and addrefs, were well nigh loft in a mo- 
ment, by an indifcreet fally of religious zeal, 
which, on many occafions, precipitated Cortes 
into a&ions inconfiftent with the prudence that 
diftinguijhes his chara&er. Though hitherto he 
.had neither time nor opportunity to explain to 
the natives the errors of their own fuperftition, or 
to inftrudl them in the principles of the Chriftian 
faith, he commanded his foidiers to overturn the 
altars and to deftroy the idols in the chief temple 
of Zempoalla ? and in their place to ere£t a 
crucifix and an image of the Virgin Mary. The 
people beheld this with aftonifhment and horror j 
the priefts excited them to arms ; but fuch was 
the authority of Cortes, aijd fo great the afcend- 
ant which the Spaniards had acquired, that the 
commotion was appeafed without bloodfhed, and 
concord perfectly re-eftabliflied % 

d Relat. di Cortes. RamuC iii. 225. B. Diaz, c.57,58. 

Herrera, dec. 2. lib. v. c. 14. - : ■ - ■ 

e B. Diaz. c. 41, 42. Herrera, dec. 2. lib. 'i.e. 5*4."* 

u 3 Cortes 
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Cortes began his march from Zempoalla on 
the .fixteenth of Auguft, with five hundred men* 
Ad^nccs fifteen horfe, and fix field-pieces* The reft of 
jjj°^ his troops, confifting chiefly of fuch as from age 
or infirmity were lefs fit for aftive fervice, he lefc 
as a garrifon in Villa Rica, under the command 
of Efcalante, an officer of merit, and warmly at- 
tached to his intereft. The cazique of Zempoalla 
fupplied him with provifions, and with two 
hundred of thofe Indians called Tamcmcs, whofe 
office, in a country where tame animals were un- 
known, was to carry burdens, and to perform all 
fervile labour. They were a great relief to the 
Spanifli foldiers, who hitherto had been obliged, 
not only to carry their o\pn baggage, but to 
drag along the artillery by main force. He 
offered likewife a confiderable body of his troops, 
but Cortes was fatisfied with four hundred ; 
taking care, however, to chufe perfons of fuch 
note as might prove hoftages for the fidelity of 
their matter. Nothing memorable happened in 
his progrefs, until he arrived on the confines of 
Tlafcala. The inhabitants of that province, a 
warlike people, were implacable enemies of the 
Mexicans, and had been united in an ancient al- 
liance with the caziques of Zempoalla. Though 
lefs civilized than the fubjelts of Montezuma, 
they were advanced in improvement far beyond 
the rude nations of America, whofe manners we 

have 
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have defcribed. They had made confiderable 
progrefs in agriculture ; they dwelt in large 
towns ; they were not ftrangers to fonle fpecies ,519 
of commerce ; and in the imperfeft accounts of 
their inftitutions and laws, tranfmitted to us by 
the early Spanifli writers, we difcern traces both 
of diftributive juftice and of criminal jurifdiflion, 
in their interior police. But (till, as the degree 
of their civilization was incomplete, and as they 
depended for fufyfiftence not on agriculture alone, 
but trufted for it, in a great meafure, to hunting, 
they retained many of the qualities natural ' to 
men in this ftate. Like them, they were fierce 
and revengeful ; like them, too, they were high- 
fpirited and independent. In confequence of 
the former, they were involved in perpetual hofti- 
lities, and had but a {lender and occafional inter- 
courfe with neighbouring dates. The latter in- 
fpired them with fuch deteftation of fervitude, 
that they not only refufed to ftoop to a foreign 
yoke, and maintained an obftiriate and fuccefsful 
conleft in defence of their liberty againft the fu- 
perior power of the Mexican empire, but they 
guarded with equal folicitude againft domeftic 
tyranny ; and difdaining to acknowledge any 
mafter, they lived under the mild and limited 
jurifdi&ion of a council elected by their feveral 
tribes. 

u 4 Cortes, 
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Cortes, though he had received information 
concerning the martial chara&er of this people, 
tfowar' flattered himfelf that his profeflions of delivering 
Thfcih the opprefled from the tyranny of Montezuma, 
their inveterate enmity to the Mexicans, and the 
example of their ancient allies the Zempoallans, 
might induce the Tlafcalans to grant him a 
friendly reception. In order to difpofe them to. 
this, four Zempoallans of great eminence were 
fent ambaffadors, to requeft, in his name, and in. 
that of their cazique, that they would permit the 
Spaniards to pafs through the territories of the 
republic in their way to Mexico. But inftead 
of the favourable anfwer which was expeded, 
the Tlafcalans feized the ambaffadors, and, with- 
out any regard to their public character, made 
preparations for facrificing them to their gods. 
At the fame time, they affembled their troops, in 
order to oppofe thofe unknown invaders, if they 
fhould attempt to make their paffage good by 
force of arms. Various motives concurred in 
precipitating the Tlafcalans into this refutation* 
A fierce people, fhut up within its own narrow. 
precinfts, and little accuftomed to any intercourfe 
with foreigners, is apt to confider every (hanger 
as an enemy, and is eafily excite4 to arms* 
They concluded, from Cortes's propofal of vifit- 
ing Montezuma in his capital, that, notwith- 
ftanding all his profeflions, he courted the friend. 

fhip 
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ihip of a mpnarch whom they both hated and 
feared. The imprudent zeal of Gortes in violat- 
ing the temples in Zempoalla, filled the Tlafcalans ** 1 * 
with horror ; and as they were no lefs attached to 
their fuperftition than the other nations of New 
Spain, they were impatient to avenge their in- 
jured gocls, and to acquire the merit of offering 
up to them, as vi&ims, thofe impious men who 
had dared to profane their altars ; they con- 
temned the fmall number of the Spaniards, as 
they had not yet meafured their own ftrength 
with that of thefe new enemies, and had no idea 
of r the fuperiority which they derived from their 
arms and difcipline. 

Cortes, after waiting fome days, in vain, fpr Au &- 3* 
the return of his ambaffadors, advanced into the it. 
Tlafcalan territories. As the refolutions of people 
who delight in war are executed with no lefe 
promptitude than they are formed, he found / 
troops in the field ready to oppofe him. They 
attacked him with great intrepidity, and, in the 
firft encounter, wounded fome of the Spaniards, 
and killed two horfes ; a lofs, in their fituation, 
of great moment, becaufe it was irreparable. 
From this fpecimen of their courage, Cortes faw 
the rtcceflity of proceeding with caution. His 
army marched in clofe order; he chofe the 
ftations, where he halted, with attention, and 

fortified 
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book fortified every camp with extraordinary care. 

u»-*~-j During fourteen days he was expofed to almoft 
7 s J9% uninterrupted affaults, the TIafcalans advancing 
with numerous armies, and renewing the attack 
in various forms, with a degree of valour and 
perfeverance to which the Spaniards had feen no- 
thing parallel in the New World. The Spanifh 
hiftorians defcribe thofe fucceffive battles with 
great pomp, and enter into a minute detail 
of particulars, mingling many exaggerated and 
incredible circumftances f , with fuch as are real 
and marvellous. But no poVtrer of words can 
render the recital of a combat interesting, where 
there is no equality of danger j and when' the 
narrative clofes with an account of thoufands 
flain on the one fide, while not a fingle perfon 
falls on the other, the moft laboured defcriptions 
of the previous difpofition of the troops, or of the 
various viciflitudes in the engagement, command 
no attention. 

somefmgu- There are fome circumftances, however,, in 
ftMc«init. this war, which are memorable, and merit nq?; 
tice, as they throw light upon the character both 
of the people of New Spain, and of their coo-. 
querors. Though the TIafcalans brought into 
the held fuch numerous armies as appear fuffi- 

' See NOTE LXXVIII. 

dent 
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cicnt to have overwhelmed the Spaniards, they 
were never able to make any impreffion upon 
their fmall battalion. Singular as this may feem, IS19< 
it is not inexplicable. The Tlafcalans, though 
addicted to war, were, like all unpolifhed nations, 
grangers to military order and difcipline, and loft 
in a great meafuie the advantage which they 
might have derived from their numbers, and the 
impetuofity of their attack, by their conftant 
folicitude to carry off the dead and wounded. 
This point of honour, founded on a fentiment of 
tendernefs natural to the human mind, and 
ftrengthened by anxiety to preferve the bodies of 
their countrymen from being devoured by their 
enemies, was univerfal among the people of New 
Spain. Attention to this pious office occupied 
them even during the heat of combat*, broke 
their union, and diminiflied the force of the im- 
preffion which they might have made by a joint 
effort. 

Not only was their fuperiority in number of 
little avail, but the imperfection of their military 
weapons rendered their valour in a great meafure 
inoffenfive. After three battles, and many fkir- 
miflies and affaults, not one Spaniard was killed 
in the field. Arrows and fpears, headed with flint 

& B. Diaz. c. 6$. 

or 
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book or the bones of fifties, (lakes hardened in the fire. 

i— v^ and wooden fwords, though deftruttive weapons 
»s»9' among naked Indians, were eafily turned afide by 
the Spanifli bucklers, and could hardly penetrate 
the efcaupiks, or quilted jackets, which the foldiers 
wore. The Tlafcalans advanced boldly to the 
charge, and often fought hand to hand. Many 
of the Spaniards were wounded, though all 
flightly, which cannot be imputed to any want 
of courage or ftrength in their enemies, but to 
the defeft of the arms with which they aflailed 
them, 

Notwithstanding the fury with which the 
Tlafcalans attacked the Spaniards, they feem to 
have conduced their hoftilities with fome degree 
of barbarous generofity. They gave the Spaniards 
warning of their hoftile intentions, and as they 
knew that their invaders wanted provifions, and 
imagined, perhaps, like the other Americans, 
that they had left their own country becaufe it 
did not afford them fubfiftence, they fent to their 
camp a large fupply of poultry and maize, 
defiring them to eat plentifully, becaufe they 
fcorned to attack an enemy enfeebled by hunger, 
and it would be an affront to their gods to offer 
them famiftied vi&ims, as well as difagreeable to 
themfelves to feed on fuch emaciated prey \ ' 

h Hcrrera, dec. 2. lib. yi\ c. 6. Oomara Cron. c. 47. 

Whe*t 
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When they were taught by the firft encounter book 
with their new enemies, that it was not eafy to <-■ - w ~^ 
execute this threat ; when they perceived, in the ** 19 ' 
fubfequent engagements, that notwithftanding all 
the efforts of their own valour, of which they had 
a very high opinion, not one of the Spaniards was 
flain or taken, they began to conceive them to be 
a fuperior order of beings, againft whom human 
power could not avail. In this extremity, they 
had recourfe to their priefts, requiring them to 
reveal the myfterious caufes of fuch extraordinary 
events, and to declare what new means they 
fhould employ in order to repulfe thofe for- 
midable invaders. The priefts, after many fa- 
crifices and incantations, delivered this refponfe. 
That thefe ftrangers were the offspring of the fun, 
procreated by his animating energy in the regions 
of the eaft ; that, by day, while cherifhed with 
the influence of his parental beams, they were 
invincible j but by night* when his reviving heat 
was withdrawn, their vigour declined and faded 
like the herbs in the field, and they dwindled 
down into mortal men f . Theories lefs plaufible 
have gained credit with more enlightened na- 
tions, and have influenced their conduct In 
confequence of this, the Tlafcalans, with the im- 
plicit confidence of men who fancy themfelves to 

1 B. Diaz. c. 66. 

be 
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be under the guidance of Heaven, a&ed in con- 
tradiction to one of their mod eftablifhed maxim* 
s s* 9 ' in war, and ventured to attack the enemy, with, 
a ftrong body, in the night-time, in hopes of de- 
ftroying them when enfeebled and furprifed» 
But Cortes had greater vigilance and difcern- 
ment than to be deceived by the rude ftratagems 
of an Indian army. The centinels at his out- 
polls, obferving fome extraordinary movement 
among the Tlafcalans, gave the alarm* In. 
a moment the troops were under arms, smd 
(allying out, difperfed the party with great 
flaughter, without allowing it to approach the* 
camp. The Tlafcalans, convinced, by fad expe- 
rience, that their priefts had deluded them, and 
fatisfied that they attempted in vain, either to de- 
ceive or to vanquifli their enemies, their fierce- 
nefs abated, and they began to incline ferioufly 
to peace. 

ThcTiafca- The y were at a lofs, however, in what manner 

lans dif- * 

po(e<\ to to addrefs the ftrangers, what idea to form of their 
charafter, and whether to confider them as beings 
of a gentle or of a malevolent nature. There were 
circumttancesin their conduft which feemed to fa- 
vour each opinion. On the one hand, as the 
Spaniards conftantly difmiffed the' prifoners 
whom they took, not only without injury, but 
often with prefents of European toys, arid re- 
newed 
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newed their offers of peace after every vi&ory ; 
this lenity amazed people, who, according to 
the exterminating fyftem of war known in Ame* 1S1 * 
rica, were aceuftomed to facrifice and devour 
without mercy all the captives taken in battle, 
and difpofed them to entertain favourable fenti- 
ments of the humanity of their new enemies. 
But, on the other hand, as Cortes had feized 
fifty of their countrymen who brought provi- 
fions to his camp, and, fuppofing them to be 
fpies, had cut off their hands k ; this bloody 
fpe&acle, added to the terror occafioned by the 
fire-arms and horfes, filled them with dreadful 
impreflions of the ferocity* of their invaders '. 
This uncertainty was apparent in the mode of 
addreffing the Spaniards, " If, faid they, you . 
are divinities of a cruel and favage nature, we 
prefent to you five flaves, that you may drink 
their blood and eat their flefli. If you are mild 
deities, accept an offering of incenfe and varie- 
gated plumes. If you are men, here is meat, 
and bread, and fruit to nourifh you m ." The 
peace which both parties now defired with equal 

k Cortes Kelat. Ramuf. ii!. 228. C. Gomara Cron. 

1 Sec NOTE LXX1X. 

m B. Diaz, c. 70. Gomara Cron. c. 47. Herrera, 

dec. 2. lib. vi. c. 7. 
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ardour, was foon concluded. The Tlafcalans" 
yielded themfelves as vaflals to the crown of 
Caftile, and engaged to affift Cortes in all his fu- 
ture operations. He took the republic under 
his prote&ion, and promifed to defend their 
perfons and poffeflions from injury or violence. 

• 

This treaty was concluded at a feafonable 
jun&ure for the Spaniards. The fatigue of fer- 
vice among a fmall body of men, furrounded. 
by fuch a multitude of enemies, was incredible. 
Half the army was on duty every night, and 
even they whofe turn it was to reft, flept always 
upon their arms, that they might be ready to 
run to their pofts on a moment's warning. 
Many of them were wounded, a good number,, 
and among thefe Cortes himfelf, laboured un- 
der the diftempers prevalent in hot climates, 
and feveral had died fince they fet out from 
Vera Cruz. Notwithftanding the fupplies which 
they received from the Tlafcalans, they were 
often in want of provifions, and fo deftitute of the 
neceffities moft requifite in dangerous fervice, 
that they had no falve to drefs their wounds, 
but what was compofed with the fat of the 
Indians whom they had flain n . Worn out with 
fuch intolerable toil and hardfhips, many of the 
foidiers began to murmur, and, when they re- 



ft B. Diaz. c. 62. 6y. 
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fle&ed on the multitude and boldnefs of their book 

v. 

enemies, more were ready to defpair. It required i» -/-■ ^ 

the utmoft exertion of Cortes's authority and ad- I519 ' 

drefs to check this fpirit of defpondency in 

its progrefs, and to re-animate his, followers with 

their wonted fenfe of their, own fuperiority over 

the enemies with whom they had to contend °. 

The fubmiffion of the Tlafcalans, and their own 

triumphant entry into the capital city, where 

they were received with the reverence paid to 

beings of a fuperior order, banifhed, at once, 

from the minds of the Spaniards, all memory of 

paft fufferings, difpelled every anxious thought 

with refpeft to their future operations, and fully 

fatisfied them that there was not now any power 

in America able to withftand their arms p . 

Cortes remained twenty days in Tlafcala, in fortes foil- 

citous to 

order to allow his troops a fhort interval of gain their 
repofe after fuch hard feryice. During that 
time, he was employed in tranfa&ions and in- 
quiries of great moment with refpe& to his- 
future fchemes. In his daily conferences with 
the Tlafcalan chiefs, he received information 
concerning every particular relative to the ft ate 

Cortes Relat. Rarauf. iii. 229. B. Diaz. c. 69, 
Gomara Cron. c. 51. 

p Cortes Rclat. Ramuf. iii, 230. B. Diaz. c. 72. 
VOL. IK X Of . 
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of the Mexican empire, or to the qualities of itd 
fovereign, which could be of ufe in regulating' 
his conduft, whether he fhould be obliged to aft 
as a friend or as an enemy. As he found that 
the antipathy of his new allies to the Mexican 
nation was no lefs implacable than had been re* 
prefented, and perceived what benefit he might 
derive from the aid of fuch powerful confe- 
derates, he employed all his powers of infinuation 
in order to gain their confidence. Nor was any 
extraordinary exertion of thefe neceffary. The 
Tlafcalans, with the levity of mind natural to un- 
poliflied men, were, of their own accord, dif* 
pofed to run from the extreme of hatred to that 
of fondnefs. Every thing in the appearance and . 
conduft of their guefts, was to them matter 
of wonder q . They gazed with admiration at- 
whatever the Spaniards did, and fancying them 
to be of heavenly origin, were eager not only to 
comply with their demands, but to anticipate 
their wifhes. They offered, accordingly, to ac- 
company Cortes in his march to Mexico, with 
all the forces of the republic, under the command 
of their molt experienced captains. 



WIikJ. lis 
L'kJ almofl 



But, after bellowing fo much pains on cement- 
io:t b> his ing this union, all the beneficial fruits of it were 

ial] 4 zeal. 

h See NOTE LXXX. 
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on *he point of being loft* by a new effufion book 
of that intemperate religious zeal with which Smmm^mmj 
Cortes was animated, no lefs than the other ad- ,519 * 
venturers of the age. They all confidered them- 
feives as inftruments employed by Heaven to 
propagate the Chriftian faith, and the lefs they 
were qualified, either by their knowledge or 
morals, for fuch a funttion, they were more 
eager to difcharge in The profound veneration 
of the Tlafcalans for the Spaniards, having en- 
couraged Cortes to explain to fome of their 
chiefs the doctrines of the Chriftian religion, 
and to infift that they fhould abandon their own m 
fuperftitions, and embrace the faith of their new 
friends, they, according to an idea univerfat 
among barbarous nations, ' readily acknowledged 
the truth and excellence of what he taught j 
but contended, that the Teules of Tlafcala were 
divinities no lefs than the God in whom the 
Spaniards "believed ; and as that Being was en- 
titled to the homage of Europeans, fo they were 
bound to revere the fame powers which their 
anceftors had worfhipped* Cortes continued, 
neverthelefs, to urge his Remand j n a tone of 
authority, mingling threats with his arguments, 
until the Tlafcalans could beat it no longer, and 
conjured him never to mention this again, left- 
the gods fhould avenge on their heads the guilt 
of having liftened to fuch a propofition. Cortes, 

x 2 aftonifbed 
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book aftoniflied and enraged at their obftinacy, pre- 
^ —J- _r pared to execute by force, what he could not ac- 
,5X9< complifh by perfuafion, and was going to over- 
turn their altars, and caft down their idols with 
the fame violent hand as at Zempoalla, if father 
Bartholomew de Olmedo, vchaplain to the expe- 
dition, had not checked his inconfiderate im- 
petuofity. He reprefented the imprudence of " 
fuch an attempt in a large city newly reconciled, 
and filled with people no lefs fuperftitious than 
warlike; he declared, that the proceeding at 
Zempoalla had always appeared to him precipi- 
tate and unjuft ; that religion was not to be 
propagated by the fword, or infidels to be con- 
verted by violence ; that other weapons were to 
be employed in this miniftry ; patient inftruftion 
mud enlighten the underftanding, and pious 
example captivate the heart, before men could 
be induced to abandon error, and embrace the 
truth r . Amidfl fcenes, where a narrow-minded 
bigotry appears in fuch clofe union with oppref- 
fion and cruelty, fentiments fo liberal and humane 
footh the mind with unexpected pleafure j and 
at a time when the rights of confeience were 
little under flood in the Chriftian world, and the 
idea of toleration unknown, one is aftoniflied 
to find a Spanifli monk of the fixteenth century 

* B. Diaz. c. 77. p. 54. c. 83. p. 61. 

among 
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among the fir ft advocates againft perfecution, book 
and in behalf of religious liberty. The remon- v --V— _j 
ftrarices of an ecclefiaftic, no lefs refpeftable for *?.!?• 
wifdom than virtue, had their proper weight 
- with Cortes. He left the Tlafcalans in the un- 
difturbed exercife of their own rites, requiring 
oiily that they fhould defift from their horrid 
practice of offering human viftims in facrifice. • 

Cortes, as foon as his troops were fit for Ad ^? n ? c , s 

. r to Cholula. 

fervice, refolded to continue his march towards 
Mexico, notwithftanding the earneft diffuafives 
of the Tlafcalans, who reprefented his deftru&ion 
as unavoidable, if he put himfelf in the power of 
a prince fo faithlefs and cruel as Montezuma. 
As he was accompanied by fix thaufand Tlafca- 
lans, he had now the command of forces which 
refembled a regular army. They dire&ed their oa« *3- 
courfe towards Cholula ; Montezuma, who had 
at length confented to admit the Spaniards into 
his prefence, having informed Cortes, that he 
had given orders for his friendly reception there. 
Cholula was a confiderable town, and though 
only five leagues diftant from Tlafcala, was 
formerly an independent (late, but had been 
lately fubje&ed to the Mexican empire. This 
was confidered by all the people of New Spain as 
a holy place, the fanftuary and chief feat of their 
gods, to which pilgrims refprted from every pro* 

x 3 vince, 
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book vince, and a greater number of human victims 
i -J _r were offered in its principal temple than everf in 
l$19 ' that of Mexico*. Montezuma feems to have 
invited the Spaniards thither, either from fome 
fuperftitious hope that the gods would not fuffer 
this facred manfion to be defiled, without pour- 
ing down their wrath upon thofe impious ftran- 
gers, who ventured tp infult their power in the 
place of its peculiar refidence ; or from a belief 
that he himfelf might there attempt to cut them 
off with more certain fuccefs, under the immediate 
protection of his divinities. 

Thcfcvrrity Cortes had been warned by the TIafcalans, 
dure there, before he fet out on his march, to keep a watch- 
ful eye over the Cholulans. He himfelf, though 
received into the town with much feeming 
refpett and cordiality, obferved feveral circum- 
ftances in their conduct which excited fufpicion. 
Two of the Tlafcalans, who were encamped 
at fome diftance from the town, as the Cholulans 
refufed to admit their ancient enemies within its 
precin&s, having found means to enter iri dif- 
guife, acquainted Cortes, that they obfervfed the 
women and children of the principal citizens 
retiring in great hurry every night; and that 

8 Torqucmada^lonar. Ind. 1. 281, 282. iT. 251. Gomara 
Cron. c. 61. Herrera, dec. 2. lib. vii. c. 2. 

fix 
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fix children had been facrificed in the chief book 

i , v. 

temple* a rite which indicated the execution of ^ - w '-'j 

fome warlike enterprife to be approaching. At I 5 T 5* 
the fame time, Marina the interpreter received in? 
formation from an Indian woman of diftin&ion, 
whofe confidence fhe had gained* that the de- 
finition of her friends was concerted \ that; 
a body of Mexican troops lay concealed near the 
town : that fome of the ftreets were barricaded, 
and in others, pits or deep trenches were dug, 
and flightly covered over, as traps into which the 
horfes might fall ; that (tones or miffive weapons 
were colle&ed on the tops of the temples, with 
which to overwhelm the infantry ; that the fatal 
hour was now at hand, and their ruin un- 
avoidable, Cortes, alarmed at this concurring 
evidence, fecretly . arretted , three of the /chief 
priefts, and extorted from them a confefiion, 
that confirmed the -intelligence which he had 
received. As not a moment was to be loft, he 
inftantly refolved to prevent? hi$ enemies, and to 
inflict on them fuch dreadful vengeance as might 
ftj-ike Montezuma and his fubj^&s with* terror. 
For this purpofe, the Spaniards an4 Zempoallans 
were drawn up in a large court, which had been 
allotted for their quarters, near the centre of the 
town ; the Tiafcalans had orders to advance ; the 
xnagift rates, and feveral of the chief citizens were 
lent for, under various pretexts, and Xeized. Op. 

x 4 a fignal 
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book a fignal given, the troops ruflhed out, and fell 
^m^mmj upon the multitude, deftitute of leaders, and fo 
* 519m much aftonilhed, that the weapons dropping 
from their hands, they flood motionlefs, and in- 
capable of defence. While the Spaniards preffed 
them in front, the Tlafcalans attacked them 
in the rear. The ftreets were* filled with Wood- 
flied and death. The temples, which afforded a 
retreat to the priefts and fome of the leading 
men, were fet on fire, and they periftied in the 
flames. This fcene of horror continued two 
days; during which, the wretched inhabitants 
fuffered all that the deftruttive rage of the Spa- 
niards, or the implacable revenge of their Indian 
allies, could inflidt. At length the carnage 
ceafed, after the ilaughter of fix thoufand Chri* 
lulans, without the lofs of a fingle Spaniard* 
Cortes then releafed the magi ftrates, and reproach- 
ing them bitterly for their intended treachery, 
declared, that as juftice was now appeafed* be 
forgave the offence, but required them to recal 
the citizens who had fled, and re-eftabtifli order 
in the town. Such was the afcendant which the 
Spaniards had acquired over this fuperfthiou* 
race of men, and fo deeply were they imprefled 
with an opinion of their fuperior difcernment, as 
well as power, that, in obedience to this com* 
jnand, the city was in a few days filled agaul 
vrith people, who, amidft the ruins of their 

facred 
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facred buildings, yielded refpe&ful fervice to book 
men, whofe hands were ftained with the blood of * _^.. _, 
their relations and fellow-citizens e . ,5L * 

t From Cholula, Cortes advanced dire&ly to- oa. * 9 . 
tvards Mexico, which was only twenty leagues tow™™ 
diftant. In every place through which he paffed, Mcxico * 
he was received as a perfon poffcfled of fufficient 
power to deliver the empire from the oppreffioa 
under which it groaned ; and the caziques or 
governors communicated to him all the griev- 
ances which they felt under the tyrannical go- 
vernment of Montezuma, with that unreferved 

1 

confidence which men naturally repofe in fuperior 
beings. When Cortes firft obferved the feeds of 
difcontent in the remote provinces of the empire^ 
hope dawned upon his mind ; but when he now 
difcovered fuch fymptoms of alienation from their 
monarch near' the feat of government, he con- 
cluded that the vital parts of the conftitutiont 
were affedted, and conceived the moft fanguine 
expectations of overturning a*/ flate, whofe njtf- 
tural ftrength was thus divided 'and impaired; 
While thofe reflexions encouraged the general tp 
perfift in his arduous undertaking, the foldiers 



i 



1 Cortes Relat. Ramvf. iif- 231* B. Diaz. c. 83. 
Gomara Cron. c. 64. Herrcra, dec. 2. lib. vu\ c. I, 2. 
See NOTE LXXXL 
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were no lefs animated by obfervations more 
obvious to their capacity. In defcending from 
,5, 9* the mountains of Chalco, acrofs which the road 
lay, the vaft plain of Mexico opened gradually to 
Firfi view ^eir view. When they firft beheld this profpett, 
one of the mod linking and beautiful on the 
face of the earth ; when they obferved ferule and 
cultivated fields, ftretchjng farther than the eye 
could reach ; when they faw a lake refembling 
the fea in extent, encompafTed with large towns, 
and difcovered the capital city rifing upon an - 
iiland in the middle, adorned with its temples and 
turrets ; the fcene fo far exceeded thqir imaginar 
don, that fome believed the fanciful descriptions . 
of romance were realized, and that its enchanted" 
palaces and gilded domes were prefented to their • 
fight ; others could hardly perfuade themfelves 
that this wonderful fpe&acle was any thing mor? 
than a dream \ As they advanced, their doubts 
were removed, but their amazement facreafed. 
They were now fully fatisfied that the country 
was rich beyond any conception which they 
had formed of it, and flattered themfelves that 
at length they fhould obtain an ample recoup 
pence for all their fervices and fufferings* 



« See NOTE kXXXII. 



Hitherto 



HISTORY OF AMERICA, 3*5 

Hitherto they had met- with no enemy to book 
oppofe their progrefs, though feveral circum- i — -*~-j 
fiances occurred which { led them to fufpett that Thehrcfo- 
fome defign was formed to furprife and cut them JjJontt^ 
off. Many meffengets arrived fucceffively from 2uma - 
Montezuma, permitting them one day to ad- 
vance, requiring them on the next to retire, as 
his hopes or fears alternately prevailed j and fo 
wonderful was this infatuation, which feems to 
be unaccountable on any fuppofition but that of 
a fuperftitious dread of the Spaniards, as beings 
of a fuperior nature, that Cortes was almofl at 
the gates of the capital, before the monarch had 
determined whether to receive him as a friend, 
or to oppofe him as an enemy. But as no fign 
'of open hoftility appeared, the Spaniards, with- 
out regarding the fluctuations of Montezuma's 
fentiments, continued their march along the 
caufeway which led to Mexico through the lake, 
with great circumfpe&ion and the ftri&eft difci- . 
pline, though without feeming to fufpeft the 
prince whom they were about to vifit. 

When they drew near the city, about a Hisfirftin- 

ttrvicw 

thoufand perfons, who appeared to be of dif^ with the 
tinftion, came forth to meet them, adorned with Spamards - 
plumes, and clad in mantles of fine cotton. 
Each of thefe, in his order, paffed by Cortes, 
and faluted him according to the mode deeined 

moll 




$*6 HISTORY OF AMERICA. 

moft refpeclful and fubmiffive in their country. 
They announced the approach of Montezuma 
*5 f 9' himfelf, and foon after his harbingers came 
in fight. There appeared firft two hundred per- 
fons in an uniform drefs, with large plumes of 
feathers, alike in fafhion, marching two and two, 
in deep filence, bare-footed, with their eyes fixed 
on the ground. Thefe were followed by a 
company of higher rank, in their moft fhowy 
apparel, in the midft of whom was Montezuma, 
in a chair or litter richly ornamented with gold, 
and feathers of various colours. , Four of his 
principal favourites carried him on their fhou!*» 
ders, others fupported a canopy of curious work- 
matifhip over his head. Before him marched 
three officers with rods of gold in their hands, 
which they lifted up on high at certain intervals, 
and at that fignal all the people bowed their 
heads, and hid their faces, as unworthy to look 
on fo great a monarch. When he drew near, 
Cortes difmcunted, advancing towards him with 
officious hafte, and in a refpeftful pofture. At 
the fame time Montezuma alighted from his 
chair, and leaning on the arms of two of his 
near relations, approached with, a flow apd (lately 
pace, his attendants covering the ftreet with 
cotton cloths, that he might not touch the 
ground. Cortes accofted him with profound 
reverence, after the European fafbion. He re- 
turned 
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turned the falutation, according to the mode of boo*. 
hi* counter, by touching the earth with his ^-/ -^ 
hand, and then kiffing it. This ceremony, the ^3** 
truftomary expreffion of veneration from in- 
feriors towards thofe who were; abov$ them 
in rank, appeared fuch amazing condefcenfion in 
a proud monarch, who fcarcely deigned to con- 
sider the reft of mankind as of the fame fpecies 
with himfelf, that all his fubje&s firmly believed 
thofe perfons, before whom he humbled himfelf 
in this manner, to be fomething mojaf thaji hu- 
man. Accordingly, as they marched through 
the crowd, the Spaniards frequently, and with 
much fatisfa&ion, heard themfelves denominated 
Teules, or divinities. Nothing material pafied in . 
this firft interview. Montezuma condu&ed 
Cortes to the quarters which he had prepared 
for his reception, and immediately took leave of 
him, with a politenefs not unworthy of a court 
more refined. " You are now," fays he, 
" with your brothers in your own houfe; re* 
frefh yourfelves after your fatigue, and be happy. 
untii I return V • The {3lace allotted to the 
Spaniards for their lodging was a houfe built by 
the father of Montezuma. It was furrounded 
by a (tone-wall, with towers at proper diftances, 

17 Corte3 Rclat. Ram* iif. 232—235. B. Diaz. c. 83 — 
8S. Gomara Cron. c. 64, 65. Herrera, dec. ii. lib. vii. 

^ h 4> 5- 
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book which ferved for defence as well as for ornament* 
^ *_ _ f and its apartments and courts were io large, as 
J S J 9* to accommodate both the Spaniards and their 
Indian allies. The firft care of Cortes was to 
take precautions for his fecurity, by planting the 
artillery fo as to command the different avenues 
which led to it, by appointing a large divifion 
of his troops to be always on guard, and by 
pofting centinels at proper ftations, with in- 
junctions to obferve the fame vigilant difcipline as 
if they were within fight of an enemy's camp* 

h;s Wca of In the evening, Montezuma returned to vifit. 
rue %x-i- kk g Ue fl; S w j t h t he fame pomp as in their firft 

interview, and brought prefents of fuch value, 
not only to Cortes and to his officers, but even 
to the private men, as proved the liberality of 
the monarch to be fuitable to the opulence of his 
kingdom. A lone conference enfued, in which 
Cortes learned what was the opinion of Monte- 
zuma with refpeft to the Spaniards, It was an 
eftabliflicd' tradition, he told him, among the 
Mexicans, that their anceftors came originally 
from a remote region, and conquered the pro- 
vinces now fubjecl to his dominion ; that after 
they were fettled there, the great captain who 
conducted this colony returned to his own 
country, promifmg, that at fome future period 
his descendants fliould vifit them, affume the 

govern- 
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government, and reform their fonftitution and 
laws ; that, from what he had heard and feen of 
Cortes and his followers, he was convinced that >5r * 
they were the very perfons whofe appearance the 
Mexican traditions and prophecies taught them 
to expeft; that accordingly he had received 
them, not as ftrangers, but as relations of the 
fame blood and parentage, and defired that they 
might confider themfelves as matters in his 
dominions, for both himfelf and his fubje&s 
fhould be ready to comply with their will, and 
even to prevent their widies. ^ Cortes made a 
reply in his ufual ftyle, with refpett to the 
dignity and power of his fovereign, and his in- 
tention in fending him into that country ; artfully 
endeavouring fo to frame his difcourfe, that it 
might coincide as much as poffible with the idea 
which Montezuma had formed concerning the 
origin of the Spaniards. Next morning, Cortes 
and fome of his principal attendants were ad- 
mitted to a public audience of the emperdr. 
The three fubfequent days were employed in 
viewing the city; the appearance of which, 
fo far fuperior in the order of its buildings 
and the number of its inhabitants to any place 
the Spaniards had beheld in America, and yet fo 
little refembling the ftru&ure of an European 
city,, filled them with furpfife and admiration. 

MfeXKTO, 
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Mexico, or Tenuchttilan, as it was anciently 
called by the natives, is fituated in a large plain, 
** x * environed by mountains of fuch height, that, 
though within the torrid zone, the temperature 
of its climate is mild and healthful. All the 
moifture which defcends from the high grounds 
is collected in feveral lakes, the two largeft of 
which, of about ninety miles in circuit, commu- 
nicate with each other. The waters of the one 
are frcfh, thofe of the other brackilh. On. 
the banks of the latter, and on Jbme final! 
iilands adjoining to them, the capital of Monte* 
zuma's empire was built. The accefs to the city 
was by artificial caufeways or ftreets x formed of 
ftones and earth, about thirty feet in breadth. 
As the waters of the lake during the rainy 
ieafon overflowed the flat country, thefe caufe- 
ways were of confiderable length. That of 
Tacuba, on the weft, extended a mile and a 
half; that of Tepeaca % on the noith-weft, three 
miles ; that of Cuoyacan, towards the fouth, fix 

x I am indebted to M. Clavigcro for correcting an error 
of importance in my defcription of Mexico. From theeaft, 
where Tc/ueo was fituated, there wa9 no caufeway, as I 
have obferved, and yet by fomc inattention on my part, or 
on that of the printer, in all the foimer editions one of the 
caufeways was faid to lead to Tezeuco. M« Clavigero's 
meafurement of the length of thefe caufeways differs fame- 
what from that which I have adopted from F. Torribiu. 
CLivig. si. p. 72. 

miles. 



miles.' On the eaft there was no caufeway, and B ° ° K 
the city Could be approached only by canoes y . u^ w 4 
In each of thffe caufeways were openings at x *' 94 
proper intervals, through which the water* 
flowed, and over thefe beams of timber were 
laid, which being covered with earth, the caufe* 
way or ftreet had everywhere an uniform appear- 
ance. As the approaches to the city were fingu* 
lar, its conftru&ion was remarkable. Not only 
the temples of their gods, but the houfes belong-* 
ing to the monarch, and to perfons of diftin&ion* 
were of fuch dimenfions* that, in comparifon 
with any other buildings which had been hitherto 
difcovered in America, they might be termed 
magnificent. The habitations of the commoa 
people were mean, refembling the huts of other 
Indians. But they were all placed in a regular 
manner, on the .banks of the canals which paffed 
through the city, in fome of its diftritts, or on 
the fides of the ftreets which interfered it in 
other quarters. In feveral places were large 
openings or fquares, one of which, allotted for 
the great market, is faid to have been fo 
fpacious, that, forty or fifty thouland perfons 
carried on traffic there. In this city, the pride 
of the New World, and the nobleft monument 
of the induftry and art of man, while un- 

f F» Torribio MS. 

vol. it. y acquaiated 
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acquainted with the ufe of iron, and deftitute of 
aid from any domeftic animal, the Spaniard*, 
who are molt moderate in their computations, 
reckon that there were at lead fixty thoufand 

inhabitants *. 

» 

Their dan- . JJ UT Jj 0W jjjuch f oever fa novelty of thofe 

aci©n. objefts might amufe or aftonifh the Spaniards, 
they felt the utmoft folicitude with refpeftto their 
own fituation. From a concurrence of circum- 
ftances, no lefs uhexpe&ed than favourable to 
their progrefs, they had been allowed to pene- 
trate into the heart of a powerful kingdom, and 
were now lodged in its capital, without having 
once met with open oppofitfon from its nio- 
narch. The Tlafcalans, however, had earneftljr 
diiTuaded them from placing fuch confidence 
in Montezuma, as to enter a city of fuch a pe- 
culiar fituation as Mexico, where that prince 
• would have them at mercy, fhut up as it were 
in a fnare, from which it was impoflible to 
efcape. They afllired him that the Mexican 
priefts had, in the name of the gods, c6unfetted 
their fovereign to admit the Spaniards itito the 
capital, that he might cut them off there at one 

* Cortes Relat. Ram. iii. 239. D. Relat. della gran 
Citta dc Mexico, par 11 n Gcntelhuomo del Cortefe* Ram. 
ibid. 304* E. Herrcra, dec. 2. lib- vii. c. 14, &c* 

blow 
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blow with perfeft fecurity\ They now. pe*- 
eeivgd, too plainly, that, the apprehenfions of 
their allies were not deftitute of foundation} l5< ** 
that, by breaking the bridges placed at certain 
intervals on the caufeways, or by deftroying part 
of the caufeways themfelves, their retreat would 
be rendered impracticable, and they muff remain ... 
cooped up in the centre of a hoftile city, fur- 1 • ..."• 
rounded by multitudes fufficient to overwhelm 
them, and without a poffibiUty of receiving aid 
from their allies. Montezuma had, indeed, re* 
ceived them with diftinguiihed refped. But 
ought they to reckon upon this as real, or to 
confider it as feigned ? Even if it were fincere, 
could they promife on its continuance ? Their 
fafety depended upon the* will of a monarch in 
whofe attachment they had no reafon to confide; 
and an order flowing from his - caprice, or a 
word uttered by him in paffion, might decide 
irrevocably concerning their fate b . 

These reflexions, fo obvious a$ to occur to sdicittKk 
the meaneft foldier, did not efcape the vigiltat pkJ^W 
fagacity of their general. Before he fet out Catei * 
from Gholula, Cortes had received advice from 
Villa Rica% that Qualpopoca, one of the 

* B. Diaz. c. 85, 86. b B* Di*z* c 94. 

• Cortes Relat. Rami iii. 235. C; ■ A ' - - : 

y 2 Mexican 
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Mexican generals on the frontiers, having af- 




fembled an army in order to attack fome of the 
* SI9 ' people whom the Spaniards had encouraged to 
throw off the Mexican yoke, Efcalbnte had 
marched out with part of the gafrifon to fup- 
port his allies ; that an engagement had en- 
fued, in which, though the Spaniards were 
vidtorious, Efcalante, with feven of his men, had 
been mortally wounded, his horfe killed, and 

one Spaniard had been furrounded by the 
enemy and taken alive ; that the head of this un- 
fortunate captive, after being carried in triumph 
to different cities, in order to convince the 
people that their invaders were not immortal, 
had been fent to Mexico d « Cortes, though 
alarmed with this intelligence, as an indication 
of Montezuma's hoftile intentions, had con- 

■ 

tinued his march. But as foon as he entered 
Mexico, he became fenfible, that, from an ex- 
cefs of confidence in the fuperior value and dis- 
cipline of his troops, as well as from the difad- 
vantage of having nothing to guide him in an 
unknown country, but the defective intelligence 
Yvhich he had received from people with whom 
his mode of communication was very hnperfed, 
he had pufhed forward into a fituation, where it 
was difficult to continue, and from which it was 

d *B» Diaz. c. 93, 94. Herrera, dec. 2. lib, viii. c. 1. 

dangerous; 
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dangerous to retire. Difgrace, and perhaps 
ruin, was the certain confequence of at- 
tempting the latter. The fucceft of his enter- * ?l * 
prife depended upon fupporting the high opinion 
which the people of New Spain had formed 
with refpeft to the irrefiftible power of his arms. 
Upon the firft fymptom of timidity on his part^ 
their veneration would ceafe, and Montezuma, 
whom fear alone reftrained at prefent, would 
let loofe upon him the whole force of his empire. 
At the fame time, he knew that the countenance 
of his own fovereign was to be obtained only 
by a feries of vi&ories, and that nothing but the 
merit of extraordinary fuccefs could fcreen his 
conduct from the cenfufe of irregularity. From 
all thefe confiderations, it was neceflary to main- 
tain his ftatioa, and to extricate himfelf out of 
the difficulties in which one bold ftep had in- 
volved him, by venturing upon another (till 
bolder. The fituation was trying, but his mind 
was equal to it ; and after revolving the matter 
with deep attention, he fixed upon a plan no lefs 
extraordinary than daring. He determined to Refoivw to 
feize Montezuma in his palace, and to carry tezuma. 
him as a prifoner to the Spanifh quarters. From 
the fuperftitious veneration of the Mexicans for 
the perfon of their monarch, as well as their im- 
plicit fubmiffion to his will, he hoped, by hav- 
ing Montezuma in his power, to acquire the fu- 

y 3 preme 




326 HISTORY OF AMERICA, 

prcme dire&ion of their affairs ; or, at leaft, with 
fuch a facred pledge in his hands, he made no 
15199 doubt of being fecure from any effort of their 

violence, 

His manner This he immediately propofed to his officers. 

ting this, ' The timid ftartled at a meafure fo audacious, 
and raifed objections. The more intelligent and 
refolute, confcious that it was the only refourcc 
in which there appeared any profpeft of fafety* 
warmly approved of it, and brought over their 
companions fo cordially to the fame opinion, that 
it was agreed inftantly to make the attempt. 
At his ufual hour of vifiting Montezuma, Cortes 
tvent to the palace accompanied by Alvarado* 
Sandoval, Lugo, Velafquez de Leon, and Davila, 
five of his principal officers, and as many trufty 
foldiers. Thirty chofen men followed, not in 
regular order, but fauntering at fome diftance, 
as if they had no objeft but curiofity; final} 
parties were polled a,t proper intervals, in all the 
ftreets leading from the Spanifli quarters to the 
court ; and the remainder of his troops, with the 
Tlafcalan allies, were ynder arms ready to fally 
out on the firft alarm. Cortes and his attends 
ants were admitted without fufpicion; the 
Mexicans retiring, as ufual, out of refpett. He 
addreffed the monarch in a tone very different 
from that which he had employed in former 

conferences, 
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conferences, reproaching him bitterly as the b 0^0 k 
author of the violent affault made upon the v v— 
Spaniards by one of his officers, and demanded ,ST9 ' 
public reparation for the lofs which they had 
fuftained by the death of fome of their com-' 
panions, as well as for the infult offered to the 
great prince whofe fervants they were, Mon- 
tezuma, confounded at this unexpected accufa- 
tion, and changing colour, either from con- 
fcioufnefs of guilt, or from feeling the indignity 
with which he was treated, afferted his own in- 
nocence with great earneftnefs, and, as a proof 
of it, gave orders inftantly to bring Qualpopoca' 
and his accomplices prifoners to Mexico. Cortei 
replied, with feeming complaifance, that a de- 
claration fo refpe&able left.no doubt remaining 
in his own mind, but that fomething more was 
requifite to fatisfy his followers, who would 
never be convinced that Montezuma did not 
harbour hoftile intentions againft them, unlefs, 
as an evidence of his confidence and attachment, 
he removed from his own palace, and took up 
his refidence in the Spanifh quarters, where he 
fhould be ferved and Honoured as became a 
great monarch. The firft mention of fo ftrange 
a propofal bereaved Montezuma of fpeech, artd 
almoft of motion. At length, indignation gave 
him utterance, and he haughtily anfwered, 
«* That perfons of his rank were not accuftomed 

y 4 voluntarily 
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voluntarily to give up themfelves a* prifoners.; 
and were he mean enough to do fo, his fubje&s 
% w would not permit fuch an affront to be offered 
to their fovereign." Cortes, unwilling to em- 
ploy force, endeavoured alternately to footh and 
to intimidate him. The altercation became 
warm ; ,and having continued above three hours, 
Velafquez de LeQn, an impetuous and gallant 
young man, exclaimed with impatience, ** Why 
wafte more time in vain? Let us either feize 
him inftantly, or flab him to the heart," The 
threatening voice and fierce geflures with which 
thefe words were uttered, ftruck Montezuma. 
The Spaniard**, he was fenfible, had now pro- 
ceeded fo far, as left him no hope that they 
would recede. His own danger was imminent, 
the neceffity unavoidable. He faw both,, and 
abandoning himfelf to his fate, complied with 
their requeft. 

Montezuma His officers were called. He communicated 

earned to 

tht spaniih to them his refolution. Though aftonifhed and fc 
afHifted, they prefumed not to queftion the will 
of their mailer, but carried him in filent pomp, 
all bathed in tears, to the Spanifli quarters. 
When it was known that the ftrangers were con- 
veying away the emperor, the people broke out 
into the wildeft tranfports of grief and rage, 
threatening the Spaniards with immediate de« 

ftruttion, 
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ftruftion, as the punifliment juftly due to their book 
impious audacity. But as foon as Montezuma u : -v-— j 
appeared with a feeming gaiety of countenance, * Sl * 
and wanted his hand, the tumult was huflied; 
and upon his declaring it to be of his own choice 
that he went to refide for fome time among his 
new friends, the multitude, taught to revere 
every intimation of their fovereign's pleafure, 
quietly difperfed*. 

■ m 

Thus was a powerful prince feized by a Few 

(hangers in the nridft of his capital, at noonday, 

and carried off as a prifoner without oppofition 

or bloodflied. Hiftory contains nothing parallel 

to this event, either with refpefl: to the temerity 

of the attempt, or the fuccefs of the execution ; 

and were not all the circumftances of this extra- 

* 

ordinary* tranfadtion authenticated by the moid 
unqueftionable evidence, they would appear fo 
wild and extravagant, as to go far beyond the 
bounds of that probability which mud be pre* 
jferved even in fiftitious narrations. 

m 

/ 

Montezuma v/as received in the Spanifh R fcf 8ved 

■ # i * withappa- 

quarters with all the ceremonious refpeft which rentrcfj*a, 
Cortes had promifed. He was attended by his 

e B. Diaz. c. 95. Gomara Cron. c. 83. Cortes Rclat. 
Ram. Hi. p. 235, 236. Herrera, dec. 2. lib. viii. c. 2, 3. 

own 
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own domeftics, ' and ferved with his ufual ftate 1 
His principal officers had free accefs to him, and 
*5«9- he carried on every function of government: as . 
if he had been at perfect liberty. The Spaniards, m 
however, watched him with the fcrupulous 
vigilance which was natural in guarding fuch an 
important prize*, endeavouring at the fame time 
to footh and reconcile him to his fituation, by 
every external demonftration of regard and at- - 
tachment. But from captive princes the hour of 
humiliation and fullering is never far diftant. 
subbed Qualpopoca, his fon, and five of the principal 
dTgniciea. 1 officers who ferved under him, were brought 
prifoners to the capital, in confequence of the 
Dec. 4. orders which Montezuma had ifTued. The em- 
peror gave them up to Cortes, that he might 
inquire into the nature of their crime, and deter- 
mine their punifhment. They were formally 
tried by a Spanifli court-martial; and though 
they had afted no other part than what became 
loyal fubjeds and brave men, in obeying the 
orders of their lawful fovereign, and in oppofing 
the invaders of their country, they were con- 
demned to be burnt alive. The execution of 
fuch atrocious deeds is feldom long fufpended* 
The unhappy viftims werfc inftantly led forth. 
The pile on which they were laid was compofed 

f See NOTE LXXXIII. 
.\ . of 
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of the weapons collected in the royal magazine book. 
for the public defence. An innumerable' multi- u -,— j 
tude of Mexicans beheld, in filent aftonifliment* l *** 
the dotible infult offered to the majefty of their 
empire, an officer of diftin&ion committed to 
the flames by the authority of ftrangers, for 
having done what he owed in duty to his natural 
fovereign ; and the arms provided by the fore- 
fight of their anceftors for avenging public 
wrongs, cdnfumed before their eyes. 

But thefe were not the moft fhockiiig indig- 
nities which the Mexicans had to bear. The 
Spaniards, convinced that Qualpopoca would 
not have ventured to attack Efcalante without 
orders from his mafter, Were not fatisfied with 
infli&ing vengeance on the inftrumeht employed 
in committing that crime, while the author of it 
efcaped with impunity. Juft before Qualpopoca 
was led out to fuffer, Cortes entered the apart* 
ment of JVfontezuma, followed by fome of his 
officers, and a foldier carrying a pair- of fetters £ 
and approaching the monarch with a ftern coun* 
tenance, told him, that as the perfons who were 
now to undergo the punifhment which they me* 
rited, had charged htm as the caufe of the out* 
rage committed, it was neceffaiy that he like wife 
(hould make atonement for that guilt ; then 

' turning 
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b o^o k turning away abruptly, without waiting for a 
w -/ ^ reply, commanded the foldier to clap the fetter* 
,519 ' on his legs. The orders were inftantly exe- 
cuted. The difconfolate monarch, trained up 
with an idea that his perfon was f acred and in* 
violable, and confldering this profanation of it 
as the prelude of immediate death, broke out 
into loud lamentations and complaints. His at- 
tendants, fpeechlefs with horror, fell at his feet, 
bathing them with their tears ; and bearing up 
the fetters in their hands, endeavoured with of- 
ficious tendernefs to lighten their preffure. Nor 
did their grief and defpondency abate, until 
Cortes returned from the execution, and with a 
cheerful countenance ordered the fetters to be 
taken off. As Montezuma's fpirits had funk 
with unmanly dejeftion, they now rofe into in- 
decent joy ; and with an unbecoming tranfition, 
he paffed at once from the anguifti of defpair to 
tranfports of gratitude and expreffions of fonc^ 
neis towards his deliverer* 

Re-ifonsof In thofe tranfattions, as reprefented by the 
Su5. Spanifh hiftorians, we fearch in vain for the 
qualities which diftinguifli other parts of Cortes'* 
conduit. To ufurp a jurifditiion which could 
not belong to a ftranger, who aflumed no higher 
character than that of an ambaffador from a 

foreign 
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foreign pf ince, and, under colour of it, to inflift b oo k 
a capital punifliment on men whofe conduct en- 
titled them to efteem, appears an adl of bar- I5 ** 
barous cruelty. To put the monarch of a great 
kingdom in irons, and, after fuch ignominious 
treatment, fuddenly to releafe him, feems to bd 
a difplay of power no lefs inconliderate than 
wanton. According to the common relation, 
no account can be given either of the one adtion 
or the other, but that Cortes, intoxicated with 
fuccefs, and prefuming on the afcendant which 
he had acquired over the minds of the Mexicans* 
thought nothing too bold for him to undertake, 
or too dangerous to execute. But, in one 
view, thefe proceedings, however repugnant to 
juftice and humaility, may have flowed from 
that artful p6li*y which regulated every p&rt of 
Cortes's behaviour towards the Mexicans. They 
had conceived the Spaniards to be an order of 
beings fuperior to men. It was of the utmofl 
confequence to cherifli this illufion, and to keep 
up the veneration which it infpired. Cortes 
wifhed that fhedding the blood of a Spaniard 
fhould be deemed the mod heinous of all crimes; 
and nothing appeared better calculated to efta- 
blilh this opinion, than to condemn the firft 
Mexicans, who had ventured to commit it to a 
cruel death, and to oblige their monarch him- 
felf to fubmit to a mortifying indignity, as an ex- 

3 piatipn 
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book piation for being acceflary to a deed £o atNM 
cious g . 

1520- The rigour with which Cortes punifhed the 

wh^iTcor. unhappy perfons who firft prefumed to lay violent 
^d" hands upon his followers, feems accordingly to 
have made all the impreffion that he defired. 
The fpirit of Montezuma was not only overawe*}* 
but fubdued. During fix months that Cortes 
remained in Mexico, the monarch continued in 
the Spanifh quarters, with an appearance of as 
entire fatisfa&ion and tranquillity, as if he had 
refided there, not from conftraint, but through 
choice. His minifters and officers attended hint 
as ufual. He took cognizance of all affairs; 
every order was iffued in his name. The e&» 
ternal afpeft of government appearing the ferae, 
and all its ancient forms being fcrupuloufiy ob- 
ferved, the people were fo little fenfible of any 
change, that they obeyed the mandates of their 
monarch with the fame fubmiilive reverence' as 
ever. Such was the dread which both Monte- 
zuma and his fubjefts had of the Spaniards, ot 
fuch the veneration in which they held them, that 
no attempt was made to deliver their fovefeign 
from confinement; and though Cortes, relying 
on this afcendant which he had acquired over 

* Stc NOTE LXXXIV. 

their 
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their minds, permitted him not only to vifit his 
temples, but to make hunting excurfions beyond 
the lake, a guard of a few Spaniards carried with ,5 *°* 
it fuch a terror as to intimidate the multitude, 
and fecure the captive monarch h . 

Thus, by the fortunate temerity of Cortes in 
feizing M6ntezuma, the Spaniards at once fe- 
cured to themfelves more extenfive authority in 
the Mexican empire than it was poffible to hare 
acquired in a long courfe of time by open force ; 
and they exercifed more abfolute fway in the 
name of another than they could, have done 
in their own. The arts of polifhed nations, in 
fubjefldng fuch as are lefs improved, have been 
nearly the feme in every period. The fyftem of 
fcreening a foreign ufurpation, under the fan&ion 
of authority derived from the natural rulers of a 
country j the device of employing the magiftrates 
and forms already eitablifhed as inftruments to 
introduce a new dominion, of which we are apt 
to boaft as iublime refinements in policy peculiar 
to the prefent age, were inventions of a more 
early period, and had been tried with fuccefs 
in the Weft, long before they were praSifed 
in the Eaft. % 

h Cortes Relat. p. 236. E. B. Diaz. c. 97, 98, 99. 

Cortes 
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Cortes availed himfelf to the utirioft of the 

power which he poffeffed by being able to aft in 

f 'J 2 ?:,, the name of Montezuma. He fent feme Spa- 
Lie which * 

he makes niards, whom he judged beft qualified for fuch 
commiffions, into different parts of . the empire* 
accompanied by perfons of diftin&ion, whom 
Montezuma appointed to attend them both as 
guides and protectors. They vifited raoft of the 
provinces, viewed their foil and produdions, fur-, 
veyed with particular care the diftri&a which 
yielded gold or fiiver, pitched upon feversl 
places as proper ftations for future colonies* 
and endeavoured to prepare the minds of the 
people for fubmitting to the Spanifli yoke. 
While they were thus employed, Cortes, in the 
name and by the authority of Montezuma, de* 
graded fome of the principal officers in the 
empire, whofe abilities or independent fpirit 
excited his jealoufy, and fubftituted in their 
place perfons lefs capable or more obfequiou? 



!*• 



One thing flill was wanting to complete his 
fecurity. He wifhed to have fuch command of 
the lake as might enfure a retreat, if, either from 
levity or difguft, the Mexicans fhould take armi 
againft him, and break down the bridges or 
caufeways. This, too, his own addrefs, and the 
facility of Montezuma, enabled him to accom* 
plilh. Having frequently entertained his prifoner 

with 
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\wth pompous accounts of the European marine b o o k 
and art of navigation, he 'awakened his curiofity u , -^- i 
to fee thofe moving palaces which made their ,5ao# 
way through the water without oars. Under 
pretext of gratifying this deCre* Cortes per* 
fuaded Montezuma to appoint fome of his fub* 
jefts to fetch part of the naval (lores which 
the Spaniards had depofited at Vera Cruz to 
Mexico, and to employ others in cutting down 
end preparing timber. With their affiftance, the 
Spaniih carpenters foon completed two brigan* 
tines, which afforded a frivolous amufement 
to the monarch, and were confidered by Cortes 
as a certain refource, if he fhould be obliged to 
retire. 

Encouraged by fo many inftances of the Montezuma 
monarch's tame fubmiffion to his will, Cortes ledges him- 
ventured to put it to a proof (till more trying. ofsjLSf 11 
He urged Montezuma to acknowledge himfelf a 
vaffal of the king of Caftile, to hold his crown 
of him as fuperior, and to fubjeft his dominions 
to the payment of an annual tribute. With this 
requifition, the lad and moil humbling that can 
be made to one poffeffed of fovereign authority, 
Montezuma was fo obfequious as to comply. 
He called together the chief men of his empire, 
and in a folemn harangue, reminding them of 

vol. ii* 2 the 
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book the traditions and prophecies which led them tt 
u-y- -^» expeft the arrival of a people fprung from the 
* S10 ' fame flock with themfelves, in order to take 
poffeflion of the fupreme power, he declared his 
belief that the Spaniards were this promifed 
race ; that therefore he recognized the right of 
their monarch to govern the Mexican empire; 
that he would lay his crown at his feet, and 
obey him as a tributary. While uttering thefe 
words, Montezuma difcovered how deeply he 
was affected in making fuch a facrifice. Tears 
and groans frequently interrupted his difcourfe* 
Over-awed and broken as his fpirit was, it (till 
retained fuch a fenfe of dignity, as to feel that 
pang which pierces the heart of princes when 
conftrained to refign independent power. The 
firft mention of fuch a refolution ftruck the 
affembly dumb with aftonifhment. This wa$ 
followed by a fullen murmur of forrow, min- 
gled with indignation, which indicated fome 
violent eruption of rage to be near at hand. 
This Cortes forefavv, and feafonably interpofed to 
prevent it, by declaring that his mailer had 
no intention to deprive Montezuma of the royal 
dignity* or to make any innovation upon the 
conftitution and laws of the Mexican empire. 
This ufTurance, added to their dread of the 
Spanifli power, and to the authority of their 

monarch's 
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monarch's example, extorted a reluctant confent book 

£roi$ the affembly *. The ad of fubmiffion and v -j -u 

homage was executed with all the formalities 152 °* 
which the Spaniards were pleated to prefcribeV 

Montezuma, at the defire of Cortes, accom* Theamount 
panied this profeflion of fealty and homage with Aire coiiea. 
a magnificent prefent to his new fovereign ; spanuSL 
and, after his example, his fubjecls brought 
in very liberal contributions. The Spaniards 
now colle&ed all the treafure which had been 
either voluntarily bellowed upon them at different 
times by Montezuma, or *had been extorted 
from his people under various pretexts; and 
having melted the gold and filver, the value of 
thefe, without including jewels and ornafnents of 
various kinds, which were preferved on account 
of their curious workmanflilp, amounted to fix 
hundred thoufarid pefos. The foldiers were im- pivifion of 
patient to have it divided, and Cortes complied diifcontemit 
with their defire- A fifth of the whole was firft occafloned - 
fet apart as the tax due to the king. Another 
fifth was allotted to Cortes, as commander iii 
chief. Thfe fums advanced by Velafquez, by 
Cortes, and by fome of the officers, towards de- 

* See NOTE LXXXV. 

k Cortes Relat. 238. p. B. Diat. c. 101. Gomirt 
Cron. c 92. Hcrrera, dec. 2. lib. x. c. 4* 

z » fraying 
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book fraying the expence of • fitting out the arma- 
i,- v --j ment, were then dedu&ed. The remainder was 
I520 ' divided among the army, including the garrifon 
of Vera Cruz, in proportion to their different 
ranks. After fo many defalcations, the (hare of 
a private man did not exceed a hundred pefos. 
This fum fell fo far below their fanguine ex- 
pectations, that fome foldiers reje&ed it with 
fcorn, and others murmured fo loudly at this 
cruel difappointment of their hopes, that it re- 
quired all the addrefs of Cortes, and no fmall 
exertion of his liberality, to appeafe them. The 
complaints of the army were not altogether 
deftitute of foundation. As the crown had con- 
tributed nothing towards the equipment or fuc- 
cefs of the armament, it was not without regret 
that the foldiers beheld it fweep away fo great a 
proportion of the treafure purchafed by their 
blood and toil. What fell to the fhare of the 
general appeared, according to the ideas of wealth 
in the fixteenth century, an enormous fum. 
Some of Cortes's favourites had fecretly appro- 
priated to their own ufe feveral ornaments of 
gold,, which neither paid the royal fifth, nor 
were brought into account as part of the com- 
mon flock. It was, however, fo manifeftly the 
intereft of Cortes at this period to make a large 
remittance to the king, that it is highly probable 
thofe concealments were not of great confequence. 

6 The 



HISTOR.Y OF AMERICA. 34 i 

The total fum amafled by the Spaniards bears book 
no proportion to the ideas which might be * -/-uj 
formed, either by refle&ing on the defcriptions Re ^J£ - 
given by hiftorians of the ancient fplendour of why gold 

. was found 

Mexico, or by confidering the ptodu&ioris of its * n ' uch 

, . t* . fmall quail- 

mines in modern times. But, among the ancient titles. 
Mexicans, gold and filver were not the ftandards 
by which the worth of other commodities was 
eftimated ; and deflitute of the artificial value 
derived from this circumftance, were no farther 
in requeft than as they furniflied materials fqr 
ornaments and trinkets. Thefe were either con- 
fecrated to the gods in their temples, or were 
worn as marks of diftinftion by their princes and 
fome of their mod eminent chiefs. As the con- 
fumption of the precious metals was incon- 
fiderable, th$ demand for them was toot fuch as 
to put either the ingenuity or induftry of the 
Mexicans on the ftretch, in order to augment 
their ftore. They were altogether unacquainted 
with the art of working the rfch mines with 
which their country abounded. What gold 
they had was gathered in the beds of rivers, 
native, and ripened into a pure, metallic ftate Y 
The utmoft effort of their labour in fearch of it 
was to wafh the earth carried down by torrents 

• 

1 Cortes Relati p. 236. F. B. Diaz. c. 102, 103. 
pomara Cron. c. 90. 

z 3 from 
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from the mountains, and to pick out the grams 
of gold which fubfided ; and even this fimple 
*5 a <>- operation, according to the report of the perfons 
whom Cortes appointed to.furvey the provinces 
where there was a profpeft of finding mines, they 
performed very unfldlfully ". From ail thqfe 
caufes, the whole mafs of gold in pofleffion of the 
Mexicans was not great. As fiiver is rarely 
found pure, and the Mexican art was too rude 
to conduit the procefs for refining it in a proper 
manner, the quantity of this metal was ftiil lefs 
confiderable \ Thus, though the Spaniards had 
exerted all the power which they pofieffed in 
Mexico, and often with indecent rapacity, in 
order to gratify their predominant paffion, and 
though Montezuma had fondly exhaufted hi* 
treafures, in hopes of fatiating their third for 
gold, the produft of both, which probably in- 
cluded a great part of the bullion in the empire, 
did not rife in value above what has been 
mentioned °. 

Montezuma ]j UT however pliant Montezuma might be in 

inflexible \ m ° 

withrefpea other matters, with refpecc to one point he was 
ore gwn. ^g^jy^ Though Cortes often urged him, 

with the importunate zeal of a miffionary, to re- 

* B. Diaz, c, I03. * Herrcra, dec, 2. lib. k. c. 4. 

• Sec NOTE LXXXVL 

nounce 
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nounce his folfe gods, and to embrace the Christ- 
ian faith, he always rejected the propofition with 
horror* Superftition, among the Mexicans, was Is * ' 
formed into fuch a regular and complete fyftem, 
that its mftkutions naturally took faft hold of the 
mind ; and while the rude tribes in other parts 
of America were eafily induced to relinquifh a 
few notions and rites, fo Ioofe and arbitrary as 
hardly to merit the name of a public religion,' 
the Mexicans adhered tenacioufly to their mode 
of worftip, which, however barbarous, was ac* 
companied with fuch order and fokmnity as to 
render it an object of the higheft veneration* 
Cortes, finding all his attempts ineffe&ual to 
lhake the conftancy of Montezuma, was fo much 
enraged at his obftinacy, that in a tratffport of 
zeal he led tfut his foldiers to throw down the 
idols in the great temple by force. But the 
priefts taking arms in defenre of their altars, and 
the people crowding with great ardour to fupport 
them, Cortes's prudence overruled his zeal, and 
induced him to defift from his raft: attempt, 
after diflodging the idols from one of tfie flirines, 
and placing in their ftead an image of t&$ 
Virgin Mary p . 



From that moment the Mexicans, who ha4 schtmetoi. 

the Mcxi- 

permitted thq imprifonment o£ their, foyere^gn > cans to de» 

Spaniard^. 

f See NQTE LXSXVIJ, *' 
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book and fuffered the exaftions of ftrangers without a 
\l - t 'i_j ftruggle, began to meditate how they might 
J520# expel or deftroy the Spaniards, and thought 
themfelves called upon to avenge their infulted 
deities. The priefts and leading men held fre- 
quent confutations with Montezuma for this 
purpofe. But as it might prove fatal to the 
captive monarch to attempt either the one or the 
other by violence, he was willing to try more 
gentle means. Having called Cortes into his 
prefence, he obferved, that now, as all the piir- 
pofes of his embaffy were fully accompliflied, the 
gods had declared their will, and the people 
fignified their defire, that he and his followers 
Ihould inflantly depart out of the empire. With 
this he required them to comply, or unavoidable 
deftruttion would fall fuddenly on their heads. 
The tenor of this unexpected requtfition,' as 
well as the determined tone in which it was 
uttered, left Cortes no room to doubt that it 
was the refult of fome deep fcheme concerted 
between Montezuma and his fubjefts. He 
. quickly perceived that he might derive more ad- 
vantage from a feeming compliance with the 
monarch's inclination, than from an ill-timed 
attempt to change or to oppofe it ; and replied, 
with great compofure, that he had already begun 
to prepare for returning to his own country; 
but as he had deftroyed the veffels in which 
he arrived, Jbme time was requifite for building 

other 
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other fbips. This appeared reafonable. A num* 
ber of Mexicans were fent to Vera Cruz to cut 
down timber, and fome Spanifh carpenters were ,5 *°" 
appointed to fu per intend the work. Cortes 
flattered himfelf, that during this interval he 
might either find means to avert the threatened 
danger, or receive fuch reinforcements as would 
enable him to defpife it. 

Almost nine months, were elapfed fince Por- Anxiety 
tocarrero and Montejo had failed with his dif- ©f Corteff* 
patches to Spain ; and he daily expefted their 
return with a confirmation of his authority from 
the king. Without this, his. condition was 
infecure and precarious, and after all the great 
things which he had done, it might be his doom 
to bear the name and fuffer the punifhment of a 
traitor. Rapid and extenfive as his progrefs had 
been, he could not hope to complete the re- 
duction of a great empire with fo fmall a body 
of men, which by this time difeaf&s of various 
kinds confiderably thinned; nor could he apply 
for recruits to the Spanifh fettlements in the 
iflands until he received the; royal approbation of 
his proceedings. 

* 

While he remained in this cruel fituation, The mir* 
anxious about what was paft> : uncertain with re- ZrvJmZiL 
fpeft to the future, and, by the late declaration 

of 
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book of Montezuma, opprefled with a new addition 
L -/- _, of cares, a Mexican courier arrived with an ac~ 
1510. C ount of fome fhips having appeared on the 
coaft. Cortes, with, fond credulity , imagining 
that his meffengers were returned from Spam* 
and that the completion of all his wifliea and . 
hopes was at hand, imparted the glad tidings to 
his companions, who received them with trani* 
ports of mutual gratulation. Their joy was not 
of long continuance. A courier from Sandoval, 
whom Cortes had appointed to fucceed Efcft* 
lante in command at Vera Cruz, brought cer« 
tain information that the armament was- fitted 
out by Velafquez, governor of Cuba, and in-. 
Head of bringing the aid which they expected* 
threatened them with immediate deftruftion, ■ * 

* 

fitted outi>y The motives which prompted Velafquez to 
this violent meafure are obvious. From' the 
circumftances of Cortes's departure, it was iro- 
poffible not to fufpedl his intention of throwing 
off all dependence upon .him. His negle&ing 
to tranfmit any account of his operations to 
Cuba, ftrengthened this fufpicion, which was at 
laft confirmed beyond doubt, by the indifcretion 
of the officers whom Cortes fent to Spain. 
They, from fome motive which is not clearly ex- 
plained by the contemporary hiftorians, touched 
at the iiland of Cuba, contrary to the peremptory 

orders 
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orders #f their general q . By this means Velaf- book 
quez not only learned that Cortes . and his wv »» i 
followers, after formally renouncing all con- I5aa 
ne&ion with him, had eftabliflied an independent 
colony in New Spain, and were foliciting the 
king to confirm their proceedings by his au- ( 
thority ; but he obtained particular information 
concerning the opulence of the country, the 
valuable prefents which Cortes had received, 
and the inviting profpe&s of fuccefs that opened 
to his view. Every paffion which can agitate ah 
ambitious mind; fhame, at having been fo 
grofely overreached ; indignation, at being be- 
trayed by the man whom he had fele&ed as the 
objed of his favour and confidence ; grief, for 
having wafted his fortune to aggrandize an 
enemy; and defpair of recovering fo fair an 
opportunity of eftablifliing his fame and extending 
his power, now raged in the bofom of Velafc 
quez. All thefe, with united force, excited him 
to make an extraordinary effort in order to 
be avenged on the author of his wrongs, and to 
wreft from him his ufurped authority and con- 
quefts. Nor did he want the appearance of 
a good title to juftify fuch an attempt. The* 
agent whom he fent to Spain with an account 

« B. Diaz. c. $4, 55, Herrerai dec. ? t fib. v, c. 14.. 
Gomara Cron. c. 96. 

of 
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of Grijalva's voyage, had met with a moft favour- 
able reception ; and from the fpecimens which 
,5 * Q * he produced, fuch high expe&ations were formed 
concerning the opulence of New Spain, that 
Velafquez was authorifed to profecute the dis- 
covery of the country, and appointed governor 
of it during life, with more extenfive power and 
privileges than had been granted to any ad- 
venturer from the time of Columbus r . Elated 
by this diftinguifhing mark of favour, and war- 
ranted to confider Cortes not only as intruding 
upon his jurifdittion, but as difobedient to the 
royal mandate, he determined to vindicate his 
own rights, and the honour of his fovereign by 
infertile force of arms 5 . His ardour in carrying on 
ef Naivaez. his preparations, was fuch as might have been 
expeftcd from the violence of the paflions with 
which he was animated ; and in a fhort time an 
armament was completed, confiding of eighteen 
fhips, which had on board iburfcore horfemen, 
eight hundred foot foldiers, of which eighty were 
muiketeers, and an hundred and twenty croft- 
bow men, together with a train of twelve pieces 
of cannon. As Velafquez*s experience of the 
fatal confequence of committing to another what 
he ought to have executed himfelf, had not ren- 

* Herrcra, dec. 2. lib. iii. c. n. 
8 See NOTE LXXXVIII. 

dered 
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dered him more enterprifing, he vefted the com- book 
mand *of this formidable body, which, in the * -, _j 
infancy of the Spanifh power in America, merits ,5XO * 
the appellation of an army, in Pamphilo de 
Narvaez, with inftru&ions to feize Cortes and 
his principal officers, to fend them prifoners 
to him, and then to complete the difcovery and 
conqueft of the country in his name. 



NOTES 



AND 



, ILLUSTRATIONS. 



NOTE I. p. 4. . 

^T^HE height of the moft elevated point, in the 
"■* Pyrenees is, according to M. Cailini, fix thoufand 
fix hundred and forty-fix feet. The height of the 
mountain Gemmi, in the canton of Berne, is ten thou- 
fand one hundred and ten feet. The height of the 
Peak of Teneriffe, according to the meafurement of ' 
P. Feuille, is thirteen thoufand one hundred and 
feventy-eight feet. The height of Chimborazzo, the 
moft elevated point of the Andes, is twenty thoufand 
two hundred and eighty feet ; no lefs than feven thou- 
fand one hundred and two feet above the higheft 
mountain in the ancient continent. Voyage de D. 
Juan Ulloa, Obfervations Aftron. et Phyfiq. torn. ii. 
p. 114. The line of congelation on Chimborazzo, or 
that part of the mountain which is covered perpetually 
with fnow, is no lefs than two thoufand four hundred 
feet from its fummit. Prevot. Hift% Gener. des Voyages, 
vol. xiii. p. 636. 
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NOTE II. p. 4. 

As a particular defcription makes a ftronger Im- 
preflion than general affertions, I fliall give one of Rio 
de la Plata by an eye-witnefs, P. Cattaneo, a Modenefe 
Jefuit, who landed at Buenos Ayres in 1 749, and thus 
represents what he felt when fuch new objefts were 
firft pre fen ted to his view. " While 'I refided in 
Europe, and read in books of hiftory or geography that 
the mouth of the river De la Plata was an hundred and 
fifty miles in breadth, I confidered it as an exaggera- 
tion, becauL in this hemifphere we have no example of 
fuch vaft rivers. When I approached its mouth, I had 
the mod vehement defire to afcertain the truth with my 
own eyes ; and I have found the matter to be exaftly 
* as it was reprefented. This I deduce particularly from 
one , circumflance : When we took our departure from 
Monte-Video, a fort fituated more than a hundred . 
miles from the mouth of the river, and where its 
breadth is confiderably diminiflied, we failed a complete 
day before wc difcovered the land on the oppofite bank 
of the river ; and when we were in the middle of^ the 
channel, we could not difcern land pn either fide, aju^ 
faw nothing but the iky and water, as if we had beei} t 
in fome great ocean. Indeed, we fhould have taken it 
to be fca, if the frefh water of the river, which was 
turbid like the Po, had not fatisfied us that it was, 
a river. Moreover at Buenos Ayres, another hundred 
miles up die river, and where it is ftill much narrower, 
it is not only impoflible to difcern die oppofite coaft, 
which is indeed very low and fiat ; but one cannot 

perceive 
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perceive the houfes or the tops of the fteeples in the 
Portuguefe fettlement'at Colonia on the other fide of 
the river." Lettera prima, published by Muratori, 
II Chriftianefimo Felice, &c. i. p. 257. 



NOTE III. p. 8. 

Newfoundland part of Nova Scotia and Canada, 
are the countries which lie in the fame parallel of 
latitude with the kingdom of France; and in every 
part of thefe the water of the rivers is frozen during 
winter to the thicknefs of feveral feet ; the earth is 
covered with fnow as deep ; almoft all the birds fly 
during that feafon, from a climate where they "could not 
live. The country of the Efldmaux, part of Labrador,' 
and the countries on the fouth of Hudfon's Bay, are in 
the fame parallel with Great Britain ; and yet in' all 
thefe the cold is fo intenfe, that even the induftry of 
Europeans has not attempted cultivation. 



NOTE 'IV. p. u. 

Acosta is the firft philofopher, as far as I knotf, 
who endeavoured to account for the different degrees 
of heat in the old and new continents, by the agency 
of the winds which blow in each, Hift. Moral. &c, 
lib. ii. and iii. M. de Buffon adopts this theory, and. 
has not only improved it by new obfervations, but has 
employed his amazing powers ofdefcriptive eloquence 
in embelli fhing and placing it in the moft ftrikihg 
light. Some remarks may be added, which tend to 
illuftrate more fully a do&rine of much importance 

YQL. 11. a a in, 
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in every inquiry concerning the temperature of ration* 
climates. 

When a cold wind blows over land, h muft m its 
paflage rob the furface of fome of its heat. By 
means of this, the coldnefs of the wind is abated. 
But if it continue to blow in the fame direction, 
it will come, by degrees, to pafs over a furface already 
cooled, and will fuffer no longer any abatement of 
its own keennefs. Thus as it advances over a large 
traft of land, it brings on all the feverity of intenfe 
froft. 

Let the fame wind blow over an extenfive and 
deep fea ; the fuperficial water muft be immediately 
cooled to a certain degree, and the wind proportionally 
warmed. But the fuperficial and colder water bo* 
coming fpecifically heavier than the warmer watec 
below it, defcends ; what is warmer fupplies its place, 
which, as it comes to be cooled in its turn, continues 
to warm the air which paffes over it, or to diminifh 
its cold. This change of the fuperficial water, and 
fucceffive afcent of that which is warmer, and the 
confequent fucceffive abatement of coldnefs in the air, 
is aided by the agitation caufed in the lea by Aef 
mechanical adion of the wind, and alfo by the motion? 
of the tides. This will go on, and the rigotir of the 
wind will continue to diminifh until the whole water 
is fo far cooled, that the water on the furface is no? 
longer removed from the action of the wind, frit 
enough to hinder it from being arretted by froft. When- 
ever the furface freezes, the wind is no longer warmed 
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by the Water from below, and it goes on with undi- 
jniniflied cold. 

Fuom thofe principles may be explained the fevcarity 
of winter frofts in extenfive continents 5 their mildnef* 
in fmall iflands ; and the fuperior rigour of winter in 
thofe parts of North America with which we are beft 
acquainted. In the north-weft parts of Europe, the 
feverity of winter is mitigated by the weft winds* 
which ufually blow in the months of November^ 
December, and part of January. 

On the other hand, when a warm wind blows 
over land, it heats the furface, which muft.therefore 
ceafe to abate the fervour of the wind. But the fame 
wind Wowing over water, agitates it, brings up ' the 
colder water from below, and thus is continually lofirrg 
fomewhat t)f its own heat.' 

. ; . I ■ ■ ■ ' 

i \ 

But the great power of the fea to mitigate the heat 
of the wind or air palling over it, proceeds from the 
following -chjeumftance, that on account of the trans- 
parency of the fea, its furface cannot be heated to a 
great degree by the fun?s rays^ whereas the ground,, 
fubje&ed to their, influence* very foon acquires great 
heat. When, therefore, the wind blows over a torrid 
continent, it is foon raifed tp a heat almoft intolerable; 
but during its paffage over an. e^tenfive octiftri, it h 
gradually cooled ; fo that on its arrival at the fartheft 
{bote, it is ^gain fit for refpiratiou, 






\ 
Those principles, will account for the fultry heats 

of large continents in the torrid zone ; for the mild 

A A 2 climate 
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climate of iflands in the fame latitude ; and for the 
fuperior warmth in fummer which large continents, 
fituated in the temperate or colder zones of the earth, 
enjoy, when compared with that of iflands. The 
heat of a climate depends not only upon the im- 
mediate effeft of the fun's rays, but on their continued 
operation, on the eflefk which they have formerly 
produced, and which remains for fome time in the 
ground. This is the reafon why the day is warmeft 
about two in the afternoon, the fummer warmCft 
about the middle of July, and the winter coldeft about 
the middle of January. 

The forefts which coyer America, and hinder the 
fun-beams from heating the ground, are a great caiife 
of the temperate climate in the equatorial parts. Hike 
ground, not being Jieated, cannot heat the air; and 
the leaves, which receive the rays intercepted froth the 
ground, have not a mafs of matter fufficient to abforb 
heat enough for (his purpofe. Befides, it is a known 
faft, that the vegetative power of a plant occafions a 
perfpiration from the leaves in proportion to. the heat 
to which they are expofed ; and, from the naturfc of 
evaporation, this perfpiration produces a cold in the 
leaf proportional to the perfpiration. Thus the effeQ 
, of the leaf in heating the air in conta& tfith it;* is 
prodigioufly diminifhed. For thofe observations, which 
throw much additional light on this curious fubje£}, I 
am indebted to my ingenious friend, Mr. Robifpn, 
profeflbr of natural philofophy in the univerfity of 
Edinburgh* 
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NOTE V: p. ii. 

, Th£ climate of Brafil has been defcribed by ttrb 
eminent naturalifts, Pifo and Margrave, who obferved 
,it with a philofophical accuracy for which we fearch 
in vain in the accounts of many other provinces in 
America. Both reprefent it as temperate and mild, 
when compared with the climate of Africai They 
afcribe this chiefly to the refreshing wind which bjqws 
cqntinually from the fea. The air is not only cool, 
but chilly through the night, in fo much, that the 
natives kindle fires every evening in their huts. Pifo 
de Medicina Brafilienfi, lib. i. p. 1, &c. MargraviuS 
Hiftor. Rerum Natural. Brafiliae, lib. viii. c. 3. p. 264. 

. NieuhofF, who refided long in Brafil, confirms their 
defcription. Churchill's CoIle£Hon, vol. ii. p. 7.6. 
Gumilla, who was a miflionary many years among 

. the Indians upon the river Oronoco, gives a fimilar 
defcription of the temperature of the climate there. 
Hift. der l'Orenoque, torn. i. p. 26. P. Acugria felt 
a very confiderable degree of cold in the countries on 
the banks of the river Amazons* Relat. vol. ii; p. $6. 
M. Biet, who lived a confiderable time in Cayenne j 
gives a fimilar account of flie temperature of tKat 
climate, and afcribes it to : the feme calife.- '* Voyage 
de la France, Equinox, p. 33d. Nothing tin •'be 
more different from thefe defcriptioni than tKat of 
the burning heat of the 1 African' coaft given by 
M. Adanfon; Voyage to Senegal, paffiini 4 

• A A j 
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NOTE VI. p. 13. 

Two French frigates were fent upon a voyage of 
difcovery in the year 1739. In latitude 44^ fouth* 
they began to feel a confiderable degree of cold. In 
latitude 48% they met with iflands of floating ice* 
Hifloire des Navigations aux Terres Auftrales, torn. ii. 
p. 256, &c. Dr. Halley fell in with ice in latitude 59°. 
Id. torn. i. p. 47. Commodore Byron, when on die 
coaft of Patagonia, latitude 50 33' fouth, on the 
fifteenth of December, which is midfummer in that 
part of the globe, the twenty-firft of December being 
the longeft day there, compares the climate to that of 
England in the middle of winter. Vpyages by 
Hawkefworth, i. 25. Mr. Banks having landed on 
Terra del Fuego, in the Bay of Good Succefs, lati- 
tude 55 , on the fixteenth of January, which corre- 
sponds to the month of July in our hemifphcre, two 
of his attendants died in one night of extreme cold, 
and all the party were in the molt imminent danger of 
perifhing. Id. ii. 5 1, 52. By the fourteenth of March, 
correfponding to September in our hemifphere, winter 
Avar, let in with rigour, and the mountains were covered 
with ihow. Ibid. 72. Captain Cook, in his voyage 
towards the South Pole, furnifhes new and linking 
inftances of the extraordinary predominance of cold in 
this region of die globe. " Who would have thought 
(fays he) that an ifland, of no greater extent than 
leventy leagues in circuit, fituated between-the latitude 
of 54 and 55 , mould in the very height of fummer 
' be, in a manner, wholly covered, many fathoms deep, 
with frozen fnow -, but more efpccially the S. W. 

coaft ? 
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coaft? The very fummits of the lofty mountains 
were cafed with fnow and ice ; but the quantity that 
lay in the valleys is incredible; and at the bottom of 
the bays, the coaft was terminated by a wall of ice of 
confiderable height." Vol. ii. p. 217. 

In fome places of the ancient continent, an extraordi- 
nary degree of cold prevails in very low latitudes, 
Mr. Bogle, in his embaffy to the court of the Delai 
Lama, pafled the winter of the year 1774 at Cham- 
nanning, in latitude 31* 39/ N. He often found the ' 
thermometer in his room twenty-nine degrees under 
the freezing point by Fahrenheit's fcale ; and in the 
middle of April the Handing waters were all frozen, 
and heavy fliowers of fnow frequently fell. The 
extraordinary elevation of the country feems to be the 
caufe of this exceflive cold. In travelling from 
Indoftan to Thibet, the afcent to the fummit of the 
Boutan Mountains is very great, but the defcent on 
the other fide is not in equal proportion. The king- 
dom of Thibet is an elevated region, extremely bare 
and defolate. Account of Thibet, by $lr. Stewart, 
read in the Royal Society,- p. 7. The extraordinary 
cold in low latitudes in America cannot be accounted 
for by the fame caufe. Thofe regions are not re- 
markable for elevation. Some of them* are countries 
deprefled and level. 

The molt obvious and probable caufe of the fuperior 
degree of _€old, towards the fouthern extremity o£ 
America, feems to be the form of the continent Aere. 
Its breadth gradually decreafes as it ftretches from 
St. Antonio fouthwards, and from the bay of St. Julian 

a a 4 tp 
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to the Straits of Magellan its dimenfions arc much' 
contra&ed. On the eaft and weft fides, it is waited 
by the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. From its fouthern 
point it is probable that a great extent of fea, without 
any confidcrable traft of land, reaches to the Antar&ic 
pole. In whichever of thele directions the wi$d blows, 
it is cooled before it approaches the Magellanic regions,. 
by pafling over a vaft body of water, nor is the land. 
there of fuch extent that it can recover any confiderabkr 
degree of heat in its progrefs over iu Thefe circunw 
fiances concur in rendering the temperature of the air 
in this diftrict of America, more fimilar to that of an 
infular, than to that of a continental climate, and 
hinder it from acquiring the fame degree of fummer 
heat with places in Europe and Afia, in a correfpohd- 
ing northern latitude. The north wind is the only 
one that reaches this part of America, after blowing 
over a great continent. But from an attentive furvey 
of its pofition, this will be found to have a tendency, 
rather to diminifh than augment the degree of heat. 
The fouthern extremity of America is properly the 
termination of the immenfe ridge of the Andes, which 
ftretches nearly in a direft line from north to fouth, 
through the whole extent of the continent. The moft 
fultry regions in South- America, Guiana^ Brafil, 
Paraguay, and Tucuman, lie many degrees to the eaft 
of die Magellanic regions. The level country of Peru, 
which enjoys the tropical heats, is fituated confider- 
ably to the weft of them. The north wind then^ r 
though it blows over land, does not bring to the 
fouthern extremity of 'America, an increafc of heat 
collected in its paflage over torrid regions ; but before 
it arrives there, it m::ft h.;vc fwept along the fummita 

of 



NOTES AND ILLUSTRATION^ $i 

of the Andes, and comes impregnated with the cold of 
dial frozen region. * 



i- ; 



- ' Though it be now demonstrated that there is no 
ftnithem continent in that region* of the globe which 
it Was fiippofed to occupy, it appeal to be certain 
frtfm Captain Cook's difcoveries, that there is a large 
ttraft of land near the fouth pole, which is the fource 
of mod of the ice fpread over the vaft foutherh ocean* 
Vol. ii. p. 230, 239, &c. Whether the influence of 
this remote frozen continent may reach the fouthern 
extremity of America, and affe& its climate, is an 
inquiry not unworthy of attention. 



NOTE VII. p. 16. 

M. Condamine; is one of the latefl and mod accu- 
rate obfervers of the interior ftate of South-America* 
4C After descending from the Andes, (fays he,) one 
beholds a vaft and uniform profpedl of water and 
verdure, and nothing more. One treads upon the 
earth, but does not fee it \ as it is fo entirely covered 
with luxuriant plants, weeds, and fhrubs, that it^ 
would require a cohfulerable degree of labour to clear ft, ( 
for the fpaCe of a foot." Relation abrege d'un Voyage^ 
&c. p. 48". One of the Angularities in the forefts is 
a fort of oners, or withs, called bejucos by the Spaniards, 
bancs by the French, and mbbes. by the Indian?, .which 
are ufually employed as ropes in America. This' is* 
one of the. parafitical plants,, which twills about : the, 
trees it meets with, and rifing above their higheft 
branches, its 1 tendrils defcend , perpendicularly, ftrijke*; 
into the ground, take root,, rife up around another 

tree. 
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tree, and thus mount and defcend alternately. Other 
tendrils are carried obliquely by the wind, orfom4 
accident, and form a confufion of interwoven cordage, 
which refembles the rigging of a fhip. Bancroft, 
Nat. Hift. of Guiana, 99. Thefe withs are often as 
thick as the arm of a man. lb. p. 75. M. Bouguer's 
account of the forefts in Peru perfeftly refembles this 
defcription. Voyage au Peru, p. 16. Oviedo gives a 
fimilar defcription of the forefts in other parts of 
America. Hift. lib. ix. p. 144. D. The country of 
the Moxos is fo much overflowed, that they arc 
obliged to refide on the fummit of fome rifing ground 
during fome part of the year, and have no commu- 
nication with their countrymen at any diftance. 
Lettres Edifiantcs, torn. x. p. 187. Garcia gives a 
full and juft defcription of the rivers, lakes, woods, 
and marines in thofe countries of America which lie 
between the tropics. Origen dc los Indios, lib. ii. 
c. 5. § 4, 5. The incredible hardfhips to whjch 
Gon$alez Pizarro was expofed in attempting to 
march into the country to the eaft of the Andes, 
convey a very flriking idea of that part of America 
in its original uncultivated ftate. Garcil. de la Vega, 
Royal. Comment, of Peru, part ii. book iii. c. 2 — 5. 



NOTE VIII. p. 19. 

The animals of America feem not to have been 
always of a fize inferior to thofe in other quarters of 
the globs. From antlers of the moofe-deer which 
have been found in America, it appears to have been 
an animal of girnt fize. Near the banks of the Ohio, 
a confiderable number of bones of an immenfe magni- 

tu3t 
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tude have been found. The place where this difcovery 
has been made lies about one hundred and ninety miles 
below the junction of the river Scioto with the Ohio* 
It is about four miles diftant from the banks of the lat- 
ter, on the fide of the marfh called the Salt Lick. The 
booes lie in vaft quantities about five or fix feet under 
ground, and the ftratum is vifible in the bank on the 
edge? of the Lick. Journal of Colonel George Groglan^ 
MS* penes me. This fpot feems to be accurately laid 
down by Evans in his map. Thefe bones muft have 
belonged to animals of enormous bulk ; but naturalifts 
being acquainted with no living creature of fuch fize, 
were at firfl inclined to think that they were mineral 
fubflances. Upon receiving a greater number of 
fpecimens, and after infpe&ing them more narrowly, 
they are now allowed to be the bones of an animaL 
As the elephant is the largeft known quadruped, and 
the tulks which were found nearly refembled, both iti. 
form and quality, the tulks of an elephant, it was 
concluded that the carcafes depofited on the Ohio 
were of that fpecies. But Dr. Hunter, one of the 
perfons of our age beft qualified to decide with re- 
ipeft to this point, having accurately examined feveral 
parcels of tulks, and grinders, and jaw-bones, fenb 
from the Ohio to London, gives it as his opinion, 
that they did not belong to an elephant, but to fome 
huge carnivorous animal of an unknown fpecies. 
Phil. Tranfaft. vol. lviii. p. 34. Bones of the fame 
kind, and as remarkable for their fize, have been 
found near the mouths of the great rivers Oby, 
Jenifeia, and Lena,, in Siberia. Stralhwnberg, Defcript 
of north and eajl parts of Europe and Afia> p. 402, &c. 
The elephant fecms to be confined in his. range to. 
the torrid zone, and never multiplies beyond it. In 

fuch 
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fuch cold regions as thofc bordering on the frozen 
fea, he could not live. The exiftence of fuch large 
animals in America might open a wide field for 
conjecture. The more we contemplate the face of 
nature, and confider the variety of her productions, 
the more we muft be fatisfied that aftonifhing changes 
have been made in the terraqueous globe by convulfions 
and revolutions, of which no account is preferred in 
hiftory. t ,.,.. 



NOTE IX. p. 20. 

This degeneracy of the domeftic European animals 
in America may be imputed to fome- of thefe caufes. 
In the SpaniQi fettlements, which are fituated either 
within the torrid zone, or in countries bordering 
upon it, the increafe of heat, and diverfity of food, 
prevent -fheep and horned cattle from attaining the 
fame fize as in Europe. They feldom become fo fat, 
and their flefti is not fo juicy, or of fuch delicate 
flavour. In North America, where the climate is 
more favourable, and fimilar to that of Europe, thdl 
quality of the' grafles which fpring up naturally in 
tntir pafture-grounds is not good. Mitchell, p. ; f$I~ 
Agriculture is ftill_ fo much in its infancfc" that 
artificial food for cattle is not faifed in aiiy ^ttaiitttv* 
Purtfig a winter, Jong in marly provinces, 9n^ £ Hgdrdiis 
in all, no proper care is taken of their cattle.' T^e 
general treatment of their horfes and horned cattlk is 
injudicious anil Tiarih* in 'all the Englifh .colonics* 
Thefe circumftances contribute more, perhaps, "than 
any thing peculiar in the quality of the climate, to thtf 
degeneracy of breed in the horfes, cows, and fheep, 
of many of the Nprth American province 



N 



NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS'. 365 



NOTE X. p. 21. 

In the year 15,18, the ifland of Hifpaniola was 
affli&ed with a dreadful vifitation of thofe deftru£Hve 
infe&s, the particulars of which Herrera defcribes, and 
meiMons a Angular inftance of the fuperftition of the 
Spanifli planters. After trying various methods of 
exterminating the ants, they refolved to implore 
prote£Hon of the faints ; but as the calamity was new, 
they were at a lofs to find out the faint who could 
give them the mod efle&ual aid. Th«y caft lots in 
order to difcover the patron whom they fhould invoke. 
The lots decided in favour of St* Saturninus. They 
celebrated his feftival with great folemnity, and im- 
mediately, adds the hiftorian, the calamity began to 
abate. Herrera, dec. 2. lib. iii. c. 15. p. 107.- 



♦» 



NOTE XI, p. 24., 

The author of Recherches Philofophiques fur les 
Americans fuppofes this difference in heat to be equal 
to twelve degrees, and that a place thirty degrees from 
the equator in th$ old continent, is as warm as one 
fituated eighteen degrees from it in America, torn. i. 
p. 11. Dr. Mitchell, after obfervatioris carried dh 
during thirty years, contends that the difference is 
equal to fourteen or fifteen degree? of latitude. T*refent. 
State, &c. p. 257. 
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NOTE XII. p, 24. 

January 3d, 1765, Mr. Bertram, near the head of 
St. John's river in Eaft Florida, obferved a froft fo 
intenfe, that in one night the ground was frozen an 
inch thiqk upon the banks of the river. The limes, 
jitrons, and banana trees, at St. Auguftin, were de- 
ftroyed. Bertram's Journal, p. 20. Other inftances 
of the extraordinary operations of cold in the fouthern 
provinces of North America are colle&ed by Dr- 
Mitchell. Prefent State, p. 206, &c. February 7th, 
1747, the froft at Charleftown was fo intenfe, that si 
perfon having carried two quart bottles of hot water 
to bed, in the morning they were fplit to pieces, and 
the water converted into folid lumps of ice. 'In a 
kitchen, where there was a fire, the water in a jar in 
which there was a large live eel, was frozen to the 
bottom. Almoft all the orange and olive trees were 
deflroyed. Defcription of South-Carolina, 8vo. 
Lond« 1 761. 

NOTE XIII. p. 25. 

A remarkable jnftance of this occurs in Dutch 
Guiana, a country everywhere level, and fo low* 
that during the rainy feafons it is ufually covered with 
water near two feet in height. This renders the foil 
fo rich, that on the furface, for twelve inches ip depth* 
it is a itratum of perfect manure, and as fuch haq 
been tranfported to Barbadocs. On the banks of the 
Effequebo, thirty crops of ratan canes have been raifed 

6 fucceflively 
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fucceffively, whereas in the Weft Indian iflands not 
more than two is ever expected from the richeft land. 
The expedients by which the planters endeavour to 
diminiih this exceflive fertility of foil are various,, 
Bancroft, Nat. HLft. of Guiana, p. jo> &c. 



NOTE XIV. p. 39. 

Muller feems to have believed, witliout fufficien^ 
evidence, that the Cape had been doubled, torn. i. 
p. 1 1, &c. 5 and the Imperial Academy of St. Petert 
burgh give fome countenance to it, by the manner in 
which Tfchuhot/koi-fiofs is laid down in their charts. 
But I am allured, from undoubted authority, that no 
Ruffian veflel has ever failed round that cape, and as 
the country of Tfchuthi is not fubje£k to the Ruffian 
empire, it is very imperfectly known, 

NOTE XV. p. 43. 

Were this the place for entering into a long and 
intricate geographical difquifition, many curious obferv- 
ations might arife from comparing the accounts of the 
two Ruffian voyages, and the charts of their refpeftiye 
navigations. One remark is applicable to both* We 
cannot rely with abfolute certainty on the pofition 
which they affign to feveral of the places which they 
vifited. The weather was fo extremely foggy, that 
they feldom faw the fun, or ftars, and the pofition of 
the iflands and fuppofed continents was commonly 
determined by reckoning, not by obfervation. Behring 1 
and Tfchirikow proceeded much farther towards the 
eaft than Krenitzin. The land difcovered by Behring, 

which 
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which he imagined to be part of the American conti* 
pent, is in the 236th degree of longitude from the 
firft meridian in the ifle of Ferro," and in j8° 28" of 
latitude. Tfchirikow came upon the fame coaft in 
longit. 241 °, lat. 56°. Muller, i. 248, 249* The 
former rauft have advanced 60 degrees from the Port 
of Petropawlowfki, from which he took his departure* 
and the latter 65 degrees. But from the chart of 
-Krenitzin's Voyage, it appears that he did not fail 
farther towards the eafb than the 208th degree, and 
only 32 degrees from Petropawlowfki. . In 1741, 
Behring and Tfchirikow, both in going and returning, 
held a courfe which was moflly to the fouth of that 
chain of iflands, which they difcovered ; and obfervjng 
the mountainous and rugged afped of the head-lands 
which they defcried towards the north, they fuppofed 
them to be promontories belonging to fome part of the 
American continent, which, as they fancied, ftretched 
as far fouth as the latitude $6. In this manner they are 
laid down in the chart publifhed by Muller, and like^ 
wife in a manufcript chart drawn by a mate . of 
Behring's fhip r communicated to me by Mr. Profeflbr 
Robifon. But in 1769, Krenitzin, after wintering 
in the ifland Alaxa, flood fo far towards the north in his 
Teturn, that his courfe lay through the middle of 
what Behring and Tfchirikow had fuppofed to be a 
continent, which he found to be an open fea, and 
that they had miftaken rocky ifles for the head-lands of 
u continent. It is probable, that the countries dif- 
ccvered in 1741, towards the eaft, do not belong to 
the American continent, but are only a continuation of 
the chain &f iflands. The number of volcanoes in this 
region of the globe is remarkable. There are feveral 

in 
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in Kamchatka, and not one of the iflands, great or 
fmall, as far as the Ruffian navigation extends, is 
without them. Many are a&ually burning, and the 
mountains in all bear marks of having been once in a 
ftate of eruption. Were I difpofed to admit fuch 
conjedures as have found place in other inquiries 
concerning the peopling of America, I might fuppofe 
that this part of the earth, having manifeftly fuffereil 
violent cotivulfions from earth-quakes and volcanos, 
an ifthmus, which may have formerly united AGa to 
America, has been broken, and formed into a clufter 
of iflands by the fliock. 

It is Angular, that at the very time the Ruffian 
navigators were attempting to maks difcoveries in the 
nortli-wcft of America, the Spaniards were profecuting 
the fame defign from another quarter. In 1769, two 
fmall veflels failed from Loretto in California to explore 
the coafts of the country to the north of that peninfula. 
They advanced no farther than the port of Monte- 
Rev in latitude 36. But, in /everal fucceflive expe- 
ditions fitted out from the port of St. Bias in New 
Galicia, the Spaniards have advanced as far as the 
latitude 58. Gazeta de Madrid, March 19, and May 
14, 1776. But as the journals of thofe voyages have 
not yet been publiflied, I cannot compare their pro- 
grefs with that of the Ruffians, or fliew how near the 
navigators of the two nations have approached to each 
other. It is to be hoped, that the enlightened minifter, 
who has now the dire&ion of American affairs in Spain; 
will not withhold this information from the pufelic. 
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NOTE XVI. p. 45. 

Our knowledge of the vicinity of the two continents 
of Afia and America, which was very imperfeft whei\ 
I publifhed the hiftory of America in the year 1777/ 
is now complete. Mr. Coxe's Account of the Ruffian 
Difcoveries between Afia and America, printed in the 
year 1780, contains many curious and important fa£ls 
with refpeel: to the various attempts of the Ruffians to 
open .a communication with the New World. The 
hiftory of the great Voyage of Difcovery, begun by 
Captain Cook in 1776, and completed by Captains 
Clerk and Gore, published in the year 1780, commu- 
nicates all the information that the curiofity of mankind 
could defire with regard to this fubject. 

At my requeft, my friend Mr. Playfair, Profcflbr of 
Mathematicks in the LTniverfity of Edinburgh, has 
compared the narrative and charts of thofe illuitrious 
navigators, with the more imperfect relations and maps 
of the Ruffians. The refult of this comparifon I com- 
municate in his own words, with much greater confi- 
dence in his fcientific accuracy, than I could have 
ventured to place m any oblervations which I myfelf 
might have made upon the fubjecl. 

. u The difcoveries of Captain Cook in his laft voyage 
h'ave confirmed the conclusions which Dr. Robertfon 
had drawn, and have connected together the fafts from 
wl|ich they were deduced. They have now rendered 
it -certain that Behriug and Tfchirikow touched on the 
coaft of America in 1741. The former discovered 

land 
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land in lat. 58° 28', and about 236 eaft from Ferto. 
He has given fuch a defcription of the Bay in which he 
anchored, and the high mountain to the weftward of 
it, which he calls St. Elias, that though the account of 
his voyage is much abridged in the Englifh tranflatipn^ 
Captain Cook recognized the place as he failed along- 
the Weftern coaft of America in the year 1778. The. 
ifle of St. Hermogenes, neat the mouth of Cook'ft 
river, Schumagins Ifles on the coaft of Alaflika^. and. 
Foggy Ifle, retain in Captain Cook's chart the names . 
which they had received from the Ruflian navigator. 
Cook's Voy. vol. ii. p. 347. 

" Tschjrikow came upon the fame coaft about 
2° 30' farther fouth than Behring, near the Mount: 
Edgecumbe of Captain Cook. 

■ 

" With regard to Krenitzin, we learn from Code's 
Account of the Ruffian Difcoveries, that he failed 
from the mouth of the Kamtchatka river with two (hips 
in the year 1 768. With his own (hip he reached the 
ifland Oonolafhka, in which there had been a Ruffian 
fettlement fince the year 1762, where he wintered' 
probably in the fame harbour or bay where Captain 
Cook afterwards anchored. The other fliip wintered 
at Alaihka, which was ftfppcfed to be an ifland, though 
it be in fa& a part of the American continent. Kre- 
nitzin, accordingly, returned without knowing that 
either of his mips had been on the coaft of America; 
and this is the more furprifingj becaufe; Captain Cook 
has informed us that Alafhka is understood to be a great 
continent, both by the* Ruffians and the native* at 
Oonolafhka. • * 

bb 2 fC Accord- 
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i 
cc According to Krenitzin, the (hip which had 

wintered at Alaflika had hardly failed 32 to the eaft- 

ward of the harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul in Karrft- 

chatka ; hut, according to the more accurate charts tif 

Captain Cook, it had failed nolefs than 3 7 17' to the 

eaftward of that harbour. There is nearly the farrte 

miftake of 5 ° in the longitude which Krenitzin alfigro 

to Oonolaihka. It is remarkable enough, that in the 

chart of thole feas, put into the hands of Captain 

Cook by the Ruffians on that ifland, there was an 

error of die fame kind, and very nearly of the fame 

extent. 

. u But what is of molt confequence to be remarked 
on this fubjed is, that the discoveries of Captain Cook 
have fully verified Dr. Robertfon's conjc&ure, " thai 
it is probable that future navigators in thofe feas, by 
fleering farther to the north than Behring aud Tfchi- 
rikow or Krenitzin had done, may find that the conti- 
nent of America approaches ftill nearer to that of Aiia-f* 
Vol. ii. p. 44. It has accordingly been found that 
thefe two continents, which in the parallel of 5J *,Qr 
that of the fouthern extremity of Alaihka, are abofit 
four hundred leagues ai'under, approach continually %o 
one another as they flrcteh together toward the north, 
until, within lefs than a degree from the polar circle, 
they are terminated by two capes, only thirteen leagues 
cliitant. The cart cape of Alia is in latitude 66* 6' 9 
and in longitude 190° 22' eaft from Greenwich; thi 
weftern extremity of America, or Prince of Wales 
Cape, is in latitude 65° 46', and in longitude X9i°45*. 
Nearly in the middle of the narrow ftrait (Behring's 
Strait) which fi-parutcs thefe capes, are the two iflanda 

of 
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of St, Diomede, from which bpth continents may bfc 
feen. Captain King informs us, that as he was failing; 
through this ftrait July 5, 1779, the fog having cleared 
away, he enjoyed the pleafure of feeing from the (hip 
the continents of Afia and America at the fame rnqmentj 
together with the iflands of St. Diomede lying between 
them. Cook's Voy. vol. iii. p. 244. 

« Beyond this point the ftrait opens towards the 
Arctic Sea, and the coaft of Afia and America divergfe 
fo faft from one another, that in the parallel of 69 
they are mofe than one hundred leagues afunder. lb., 
p. 277. To the fouth of the ftrait there are a number 
of iflands, Gierke's, King's, Andcrfon'o, &c. which, 
as well as thofe of St. Diomede, may have facilitated 
the migrations of the natives from the one continent to 
the other. Captain Cook, however, on the authority 
of the Ruffians at Oonolafhka, and for other eoo4 
reafons, has diminished the number of iflands. which 
had been iuferted in former charts of the northern 
Archipelago. He has alfo "placed Alafhka, or the 
promontory which ftretches from the continent of 
America S. W. towards Kamtchatka, at the diftance 
or" five degrees of longitude farther from the coaft 
of Afia than it was reckoned by the Ruffian navi* 
gators. 

" The geography of the Old and New World 19 
therefore equally indebted to the difcoveries made in 
this memorable voyage \ and as many errors have, bee/a 
corrected, and many deficiencies fupjplied by means of 
thefe difcoveries, fo the accuracy pf fome former 
obfervations has been eftablifhed. The l?afi$ of the 

b b 3 map 
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map of the Ruffian Empire, as far as regarded 
Kamchatka, and the country of the Tfchutzki, was 
the pofition of four places, Yakutfh, Ochotz, Bolche* 
reflc, and Petropawlowfki, which had been determined 
by the aftronomer Kraflilnicow in the year 1744* 
Nov. Comment. Petrop. vol. iii. p. 465, &c. But. 
the accuracy of his observations was contefted iff 
M. Engel, and M. Robert de Vaugondy* Coze 
Append, i. No. 2. p. 267, 272; and the former of 
thefe geographers ventured to take away no lefs than 
28 degrees from the longitude, which, on the faith of 
Kraffilnicow's obfervations, was affigned to the eaftern 
boundary of the Ruffian empire. With how little 
reafon this was done, will appear from considering 
that our Britifli navigators, having determined the 
pofition of Petropawlowfki by a great number, of 
very accurate obfervations, found the longitude of that 
port 158° 43' £. from Greenwich, and its latitude 
53° *'» agreeing, the firft to lefs than feven minutes, 
and the fecond to lefs than half a minute, with tlie 
calculations of the Ruffian aftronomer : a coincidcncp 
which, in the fituation of fo remote a place, does not 
leave an uncertainty of more than four Englifti mikp, 
and which, for the credit of fcience, deferves to be 
particularly remarked. The chief error in the Ruffiap 
maps has been in not extending the boundaries jof 
that empire fufficiently towards the eaft. -For as 
there was nothing to conncft the land of the 
Tfchutzki and the north-caft point of Afia with thofc 
placos whereof the pofition had been carefully afcer- 
taincd, except the imperfect accounts of Behring's 
and Synd's voyages, confidcrable errors could not fail 
to In 1 - introduced, and that point was laid down as 

not 
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not more than 23 ° 2' eafl: of the meridian of Petrol 
pawlowfiri.. Coxe App. i. No. 2. By the pbfervationfc 
of Captain King, the difference of longitude between 
Petropawlowfki and the Eaft Cape is 3 1 ° 9" ; that ifr 
8^ 7' greater than it was fuppofed to be by. the 
Ruffian geographers." — It appears from Cook's and 
King's Voy. Hi. p. 272. that the continents of Afia and 
America are ufually joined together by ice during 
winter. Mr. Samwell confirms this account of his 
fuperior officer. " At this place, viz. near the latitude 
of 66° N. the two coafts are only thirteen leagues 
afunder, and about midway between them lie two 
iflands, the diftance from which to either fhore, is 
ihbrt Of twenty miles. At this place, the natives of 
Afia could find no difficulty in pafling over to th£ 
oppofite coaft, which is in fight of their own. That 
in a courfe of years fuch an event would hap* 
pen, either through defign or accident, cannot : admit 
of a doubt. The canoes which we faw among thft 
Tfchutzfki were capable of performing a much longer 
voyage; and, however rude they may have been *t 
fome diftant period, we- can fcarcely fuppofe them 
unequal to a paflage of fix or feven leagues. People 
might have been carried over by accident on floating 
pieces of ice. They might alfo-havfc travelled acrofc 
on fledges or on foot; for we have reafon to believfc 
that the ftrait is entirely frozen over in thfc winter; 
fo that during that feafon, the continents, with refpeft 
to the communication between them, may be considered 
as one land." Letter from Mr. Samwell, Scots Maga- 
zine for 1788, p. 604. It is probable that J this 
interefting portion of geographical knowledge will* m 
the courfe of a few years, receive farther rmprovefnerlfc. , 

b b 4 Soon 
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S6on after the publication of Captain Cook's: laffi 
voyage, the great and enlightened Sovereign of Raffia,' 
attentive to every tiling that may contribute to extend 
the bouftds of fcience, or to render it more accurate, 
formed the plan of a new voyage of ctifqexery, in 
Order to explore thofe parts of the ocean lying betweed 
Aiia and America, which Captain Cook did not vifitj 
to examine more accurately the iflands which ftretch 
from one continent almoft to the other, to furvey 
the north-eaft coaft of the Ruffian empire, from the 
mouth of the Kovyma, or Kolyma, to the North 
Cape, and to fettle, by agronomical obfervations, the 
pofition of each place worth notice. The condud 4rf 
this important enterprize is committed to Captiia 
Billings, an Englifh officer in the Ruffian fervice^tf 
whofe abilities for that ftation it will be deemed the 
beft evidence, that he accompanied Captain Coek iy 
his laft voyage. To render the expedition more d£- 
fenfively ufeful, an eminent naturalift is appointed it> 
attend Captain Billings. Six years will bereqaifitfc 
for accomplishing the purpofes of the voyage* : Gox$ 
Supplement to Ruffian Difcovcries, p. 27, &c" • '* 
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NOTE XVII. p. 62. 
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Few travellers have had fuch opportunity of. ob- 
serving the natives of America, in its various diftrids, 
as Don Antonio Ulloa. In a work lately pubMhod 
by him, he thus defcribes the chara&eriftical features 
of the race : " a very fmall forehead, covered with 
hair towards its extremities, as far as the middle of 
the eye-brows-, little eyes; a thin nofe, fmall and 

bending 
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bending towards the tipper lip; the countenance 
broad 4 the ears large 5 the hair very black, lank,. an* 
coarfe ; the limbs well turned, the feet fmall, the body 
of .quit proportion; and altogether frnooth and free 
from hair, until old age, when they acquire feme betodj 
but never on the cheeks." Noticias Americana*, 4t& 
jx 307. M. le Chevalier de Pinto, Who Yeffded fevefr*! 
years in a part of America which TJUoa never vififredj 
gives a fketch of the general afpe& of the Indians 
there. "They are all of copper cofour with fome 
diverfity of (hade* not in proportion to their diftance 
from the equator, but according ^to the degree of 
elevation of the territory which they inhabit. Thoft 
who live in a high country are fairer than thofe.m 
the marihy low lands on the coafl. Their face & 
round, farther removed, perhaps, than that of Utif 
people from an oval fhape. Their forehead is fmat£ 
the extremity of their ears far from the face, their fijfc 
thick* their nofe flat, their eyes black, or of a cheftltft 
colour y fmall, but capable of ilifcerning objects at% 
great diftance. Their hair is alwayjr thick and fleel^ 
and withdut any tendency to.:curL * They "have? 4i& 
hair on any part of their body but the head. At 
the firft afpeft a fouthefn American appears to be 
mild and innocent, but on a more attfentive view, one 
difcovers in his countenance fomething wild, diftruft- 
ful, and fallen/' MS. penes t*it The ftrb* poMaits 
drawn by hands very different from ' thofe #JE\cdmm6n 
travellers, have a near refemblaricd 
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NOTE XVIII. p. 62. 

Amazing accounts are given of the perfevering fpccd 
of the Americans. Adair relates the adventures of a 
Chikkafah warrior, who run through woods and over 
mountains, three hundred computed miles, in a day 
and a half and two nights. Hift. of Amer. Ind. 396* 



NOTE XIX. p. 68. 

M. Godin le Jeune, who refided fifteen years 
among the Indians of Peru and Quito, and twenty 
years in the French colony of Cayenne, in which 
there is a conftant intercourfe with the Galibis and 
other tribes on the Orinoco, obferves, that the vigour 
of conftitution among the Americans is exa&ly in pro- 
portion to their habits of labour. The Indians, in 
warm climates fuch as thofe on the coafts of the South 
Sea, on .the liver of Amazons, and the river Orinoco, 
are not to be compared for ftrength with thofe in 
cold countries ; and yet, fays he, boats daily fet out 
from Para, a Portuguefe fettlement on the river of 
Amazons, to afcend that river againft the rapidity of 
the ftrearri, and with the fame crew they proceed to 
San Pablo, which is eight hundred leagues diftanU 
No crew of white people, or even of negroes, would 
be found equal to a talk of fuch perfevering fatigue, 
as the Portuguefe have experienced, and yet the 
Indians, being accuftomed to this labour from their 
infancy, perform it. MS. penes me. 
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NOTE XX. p. 76. 

, Don Antqnio Ulloa, who vifited a great part of 
Peru and Chili, the kingdom of New Granada, and 
feveral of the provinces bordering on the Mexican 
gulf, while employed in the fame fervice with the 
French mathematicians during the fpace of ten years, 
and who afterwards had an dpportuuity of viewing the 
North-Americans, afierts, « that if we have feen one 
American, we may be faid to have feen them all, their 
colour and make are fo nearly the fame." Notic. 
Americanas, p. 308. A more early obferver, Pedro 
de Gieca de Leon, one of the conquerors of Peru, 
who had likewife traverfed many provinces of America, 
affirms, that the people, men and women, although 
there is fuch a multitude of tribes or nations as to be 
alfnoft innumerable, arid fuch diversity of climates, 
appear neverthelefs like the children of one father and 
mother. Chronica del' Peru, parte i. c. 19. There is, 
no doubt, a certain combi»ation of features, and 
peculiarity of afpeft, which forms what may be called 
a European or Afiatic countenance. There m'uft 
likewife be one that may be denominated American, 
common to the whole race. This may be fuppofed to 
ftrike the traveller at firft fighty while not only the 
various {hades, which diftinguifh people of different 
regions, but the peculiar features which discriminate 
individuals, efcape the notice of a tranfient obferveT. 
But when perfonS who had refided fo long among th^ 
Americans concur in bearing teftimony to the fimUawty 
of their appearance in every climate, we may conclude 
that it is mere remarkable than that of any other race. 
See likewife Garcia Origen de los Indies, p. 54. 242. 
Torquemada Monarch. Indiana, ii. 571. 
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NOTE XXI. p. 85. 

M. vb. Chevalier D£ Pinto obferves, that in the 
interior parts of Brafil, he had been informed that 
feme perfons refcmbling the white people of Darieo 
have been found 5 but that the breed did not continue* 
and their children became like other American*.. 
This race, however, is very imperfcfHy known* 
MS, penes me* 

NOTE XXII. p. 83. 

r 

The teftimonies of different travellers, concerning 
the Patagonians, have been collected and dated with 
2 considerable degree of accuracy by the author of 
Recherches Philofophiques, &c. torn. i. 281, &c. iii. 
1 8 1 , &c. Since the publication of his work, feveTal na- 
vigators have vifited the Magellanic regions* and, like 
their predeceffors, differ very widely in their accounts of 
its inhabitants. By Commodore Byron and his crewf 
who failed through the Straits in 1764, the common! 
fize of the Patagonians was eftimated to be eight fee*^ 
and many of them much taller. Phjl. TranfaA. vol, 
Ivii. p. 78. By Captains Wallis and Cartertt, who' 
actually mcafured them in 1 766, they were ftiund to 
be from fix feet to fix feet five and feven inches rh' 
height. Phil. Tranf. vol. Ix. p. 22. Thefe, however, 
fecm to have been the very people whofe fize had 
been rated fo high in the year 1 764 5 for feveial of 
them had beads and red baize of the fame kind with 
what had been put on board Captain Wallis's fliip, 
and he naturally concluded that they had got thefe 

from 
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from Mr. Byron. Hawkefw. i. In 1 767 they were 
again meafured by M. Bougainville, whofe account 
differs little from that of Captain Wallis. Voy . 1 ae> 
T o* thefe^ I*fhall add a teftimonf of greaVweigfat. Xln 
the'year I7<fa, Don Bernardo Ibagnefc de Echavarfi 
accompanied the Marquis de Valdelirios to Buerioi 
Ayres, and refided there feveral years. He is a ve*y 
intelligent author, and his reputation for veracity un* 
impeached, among his countrymen* In fpeaking of 
the country towards the fouthern extremity of America^ 
" By what Indians," fays he, u is it pofleffed ? Not 
certainly by the fabulous Patagonians, who are fup- 
pofed to occupy this diftri£L I have' from many eye- 
witnefles, who have lived among thofe Indians,., and 
traded much with them, a true and accurate defcriptioa 
of their perfons. . They are of the. fame ftature with 
Spaniards. I never faw one who rofe in height twfl 
vdras and twtj or three inches.," u e* about 80 or 8,1 .334 
inches Engliih, if Echavarri makes his computation^ 
according to the *vdra of ^adrid. This agrees neantyv 
with the meafurenient of Captain "Wallis* Rey no 
Jefuitico, 238.- Mr* Falkner, who refided a6 a j»ii» 
fionary forry years in the fouthern parts of America,* 
fays, that " the Patagonians, or Puelches, are a largo* 
bodied people; hut I never heavd) o£ that gigantic 
race which other* have mentioned* though I have 
feen perfons of aU the different tribes of fouthern 
Indians." Introd. p. 26. M. Dobrizhoflfe^ : a Jeiuit* % 

who refided eighteen years in Paraguay, an4 who ha^t 
{ccn great numbers of the various tribes which inhabit 
the countries (ituated upon the Straits of Magellan, 
confirms, in every point, the teftimony of bis brother 
miflionary Falkner- Qobia^hofi^r <^teif^ into fom^ 

detail 
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detail with tfefpefl: to the opinions of feveral authors 
concerning the ftature of the Patagonians. Having 
mentioned the reports of fome early travellers wiA 
regard to the extraordinary fize of fome bones found 
on that coaft, which were fuppofed to be human ; and 
having endeavoured to {hew that thefe bones belonged 
to fome large marine or land animal, he concludes, 
<c de hifce oflibus crede quicquid libuerit, dummodo, 
me fuafore, Patagones pro gigantibus dcfinas habere.** 
Hiftoria de Abiflbnibus, vol. ii. p. 19, &c. 



NOTE XXni. p. 88. 

Antonio Sanchez Ribeiro, a learned and ingeni- 
ous phyfician, publifhcd a diflertation in the year 
1765, in which he endeavours to prove, that this 
difcafe was not introduced from America, but took. its 
rife in Europe, and was brought on by an epidemical 
and malignant diforder. Did I chufe to enter into a . 
difquifition on this fubjeft, which I fliould not have 
mentioned, if it had not been intimately connefi^d with. 
this part of my inquiries, it would not be difficult to 
point out fome miftakes with refpeft to the fa£b upon 
which he founds, as well as fome errors in the con- 
fequences which he draws from them. The rapid 
communication of this difeafe from Spain over Europe. ; 
feems however to refemblc the progrefs of an epidemic* 
rather than that of a difeafe tranfmittcd by infe&ion. 
The fir ft mention of it is in the year 1493, and before 
the year 1497 it had made its appearance in moil 
countries of Europe, with fuch alarming fymptoms 23 
rendered it neceflary for the ciyil magiflrate to interpofc t 
in order to check its career. — Since the publication of 

this 
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this work a fecond edition of Dr. Sanchez's Differtatioa 
has been communicated to me. It contains feverai 
additional fa£ts in confirmation of his opinion, which 
is fupported with fuch plaufible arguments, as Tender it 
a fubjeft of inquiry well deferving the attention of 
learned phyficians. 

NOTE XXIV. p. 93. 

1 

The people of Otaheite have no denomination for 
any number above two hundred, which is fufficient 
for their tranfa£tions. Voyages, by Hawkefworrh, 
ii. 228. 



NOTE XXV. p. 100. 

As the view which I have given of rude nation^ is 
extremely different from that exhibited by very re- 
fpeftable authors, it may be proper to produce forne 
of the many authorities on which I found my descrip- 
tion. The manners of the favage tribes in America 
have never been viewed by perfons more capable of 
obferving them with difqernment, than the pbilofophers 
employed by France and Spain, in the year 1735^ t0 
determine the figure of the earth. M. Boiiguet, 
D. Antonio d'Ulloa, and D. Jorge Juan, refided long 
among the natives of the leaft civilized provinces in ' 
Peru. M. de la Condamine had not only the fame 
advantages with them for obfervation, buti in: his 
voyage down the Maragnon, ~he had ari ogpottuihity of 
infpe&ing the ftate of the various nations felted on its 
banks, in its vaft courfe acrofs the continent of South • 

-■•■''■ ■• America.; 
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America. There is a wonderful refemblance in thtif 
reprefentation of the chara&er of the American** 
" They are all extremely indolent," fayt M. Bouguer, 
« c they are ftupid, they pafs whole days fitting in the 
fame place, without moving, or fpeaking a fingk word. 
It is not eafy to defcribc die degree of their indifference 
for wealth, and all its advantages. One does not well 
know what motive to propofe to them, when one 
would perfuade them to perform any fervice. It is 
vain to offer them money ; they anfwer, that they are 
not hungry." Voyage au Perou, p. xoa. " If one 
confiders them as men, the narrownefs of their under* 
(landing fecms to be incompatible with the excellence 
of the foul. Their imbecility is fo vifible, that one 
can hardly form an idea of them different from what 
one has of the brutes. Nothing difturbs the tran- 
quillity of their fouls, equally infenfible to difailers 
and to profperity. Though half-naked, they art as 
contented as a monarch in his moil fplendid array. 
Richer do not attract them in the fmalleft degree, 
and the authority or dignities to which they may alpire 
are fo little the objects of their ambition, that an 
Indian will receive with the fame indifference the office 
of a judge (Alcade) or that of a hangman, if deprived of 
die former and appointed to the Litter. Nothing can 
move or change them. Intcrcft has no power over 
them, and they often refufe to perform a fmall fervice, 
though certain of a great recompencc* Fear rriakes no 
impreflion upon them, and refpect as little. Their dif- 
pofition is fo lingular that there is no method of in* 
fluencing them, no means of roufing them from that 
indifference, which is proof againfl all the endeavours 
of the wifeft pcrfons i no cxpt dient which can induce 

them 
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them to abandon that grofe ignorance, or lay afide 
that cairelefs negligence, which difconcert the prudence 
and difappoirit the care of fuch as are attentive to 
their welfare." Voyage d'UUoa, torn, i- 33S- 35^- 
Of thofe Angular qualities hie produces many extraordi- 
nary inftances, p. 336 — 347* " Infenfibility," fay$ 
M. de la Condamine, « is the bafis of the American 
character. I leave others to determine, whether this 
fhould be dignified with the name of apathy, or dif- 
graced with that of ftupidity. It arifes, without 
doubt, from the fmall number of their ideas, which 
do not extend beyond their wants. Glutton^ even to 
voracity, when they have wherewithal to fatisfy their 
appetite. Temperate, when neceffity obliges them td 
fuch a degree, that they dan endure want without 
teeming to defire any thing. Pufillanimotis and cow- 
ardly to excefs, unlefs when they are rendered defperate 
by drunkennefs. Averfe to labour,' indifferent to every 
motive of glory, honour or gratitude ; occupied entirely 
by the obje& that is prefeht, and always determined 
by it alone, without any folicitude about futurity j in- 
capable of fbrefight or of reflection ; abandoning them- 
felves, when under no reftraint, to a puerile joy, which 
they exprefs by friflring about, and immoderate fits of 
laughter; without objefl: or.defign, they pafs their 
life without thinking, and grow old withfcut advancing 
beyond childhood, of which they retain all the defeats. 
If this defeription were applicable only to the Indian* 
in fome provinces of Peru, who are flaves in every 
refpe& but the name, one might believe, that this 
degree of degeneracy was oceaftoned by the fervile 
dependence to which they are reduced ; the example 
of the modern Greeks being proof how far fervitude 
vol. 11. c c may 
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may degrade the human fpecies. But the Indian* ifl 
the miffions of the jefuits, and' the favages who ftill 
enjoy unimpaired liberty, % being as limited in their 
faculties, not to fay as ftupid as the other, one cannotf 
obferve, without humiliation, that man, when aban-* 
doned to Gmple nature, and deprived of the advantages 
refulting from education and fociety, differs but little 
from the brute creation." Voyage de la Riv. de 
Amaz. 52, 53. M. de Chanvalon, an intelligent and 
philofophical obferver, who vifited Martinico in 175 1* 
and refided there fix years, gives the following de-* 
fcription of the Caraibs : " It is not the red colour of 
their complexion, it is not the Angularity of their 
features, which conftitutes the chief difference between 
them and us. It is their exceffive Simplicity ; it is the 
limited degree of their faculties. Their reafon is not 
more enlightened or more provident than the mftinft 
of brutes. The reafon of the molt grofs peafaat*,' 
that of the negroes brought up in the parts- of Africa- 
moil remote from intercomrfe with Europeans, is fuch, 
that we difcover appearances of intelligence, which, 
though imperfe&, is capable of increafe. But of this? 
ilic under (landing of Caraibs feems to be hardly fuf- 
ccptiblc. If found philofophy and religion did not- 
afford us their light, if we were to decide according 
to the firft impreflion which the view of that people 
makes upon the mind, we fiiould be difpofed to believe 
that the vi o not belong to the fame fpecies with i}b 
Their ftupid eyes are the true mirror of their fouls } 
it appears to be without fun£tions« Their, indolence 
is extreme j they have never the lead folicitude about. 
the moment which is to fucceed that which is prefent*" . 
Voyage a Ja Martinique, p. 44, 45. 5 1. M. de la Pordc* 

Tertre, 
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Tertre, and Rochefort, confirm this description., "The 
chara&eriftics of the Californiam," fays P. Venegas,' 
<f as well as of all other Indians, are ftupidity and in- 
ftnfibility ; want of knowledge and refleftion ; incon- 
ftancy, impetuofity, and blindnefs of appetite; an 
erceffive floth, and abhorrence of all labour and 
fatigue ; an exceffive love of pleaftfre and amufement 
of every kind, however trifling or brutal ; pufillanimity; 
and, in fine, a mod wretched want of every thing 
which conftitutes the real man, and renders him 
rational, inventive, tradable, and ufeful to him- 
felf and fociety. It is not eafy for Europeans, who 
never were out of their own country, to conceive ail 
adequate idea of thofe people : for, even in the leaft 
frequented corners of the globe, there is not a nation 
fo ftupid, of fuch contracted ideas, and fo weak both 
in body and mind, as the unhappy Californians. 
Their underftanding comprehends little more than 
what they fee ; abftrafl: ideas, and much lefs a chain 
of reafoning, being far beyond their power ; fo that 
they fcarce ever improve their firft ideas, and thefe are 
in general falfe, or at leaft inadequate. It is in vain 
to reprefent to them any future advantages which will 
refult to them from* doing or abftaining from this or 
that particular immediately prefent;- the relation of 
means and ends being beyond the ftretch 'of their 
faculties. Nor have they the leaft notion of purfuing 
fuch intentions as will procure themfelve* feme future 
good, or guard them againft future evils. Their will 
is proportional to their faculties, and 'all their pamoate 
move in a very narrow fphere. Ambltioft they have 
none, and are more defirous of being accounted ftrong 
than valiant. The objefte of ambition with us, 

c c z honour, 
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honour, fame, reputation, titles, polls, and diftin£tion£ 
of fupcriority, are unknown among them j fo that this 
powerful fpring of a£tion, the caufe of fo much Teem- 
ing good and real evil in the world, has no power here. 
This difpofition of mind, as it give* them up to an 
amazing languor and latitude, their lives fleeting away 
in a perpetual inactivity and detcttation of labour, fo it 
likewife induces them to be attracted by the firft obje£fc 
which their own fancy, or the perfuafion of another, 
places before them; and at the fame time render* 
them as prone to alter their refolutions with the fame 
facility. They look with indifference upon any kindnefs 
done them ; nor is even the. bare remembrance of k 
to be expected from them. In a word, die unhappy 
mortals may be compared to children, in whom tjie 
devclopcmcnt of reafon is not completed. They may 
indeed be called a nation who never arrive at man- 
hood." Hilt, of Caiiforn. Engl. Tranfl. u 64. =67. 
Mr. Ellis gives a fimilar account of the want of fore- 
fight and iuconfiderate difpofition of the people adjacent 
to Hudfoii's Bay. Voyage, p. 194, 195, 

The incapacity of the Americans is fo remarkable* 
that negroes from all the different provinces of Africa 
arc obferved to be more capable of improving by in- 
flru&ion. They acquire the knowledge of feveral 
particulars which the Americans cannot comprehend. 
Hence the negroes, though flaves, value themfelves as 
a fuperior order of beings, and look down upon, the 
Americans with contempt, as void of capacity and of 
rational difcernment. Ulloa Notic. Americ. 322, 323. 
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NOTE XXVI. p. 108. 
Dobtuzhoffer, the laft traveller, I know, who ha* 

■ 

refided among any tribe of the ruder Americans, hae 
explained fo fully the various reafijns which have in*- 
<kiced their women to fuckle their children long^ and 
never to undertake rearing fuch as were feeble or di£» 
torted, and even to deftroy a confiderable number of 
their offspring, us to throw great light on the obferva* 
tions I have made, p. 72, 73* Hift. de Abiflbnibusj 
vol. ii. p. 107. 221. So deeply were thefe ideas im- 
printed in the minds of the Americans, that the 
Peruvians, a civilized people, when compared with 
the barbarous tribes, whofe manners I am defcribing, 
retained them; and even their intercourfe with the 
Spaniards has not b^en able to root them out. When 
twins are born in any family, it is ftill confidered as 
an ominous event, and the parents have recouric to 
rigorous' afts of mortification, in order to avert the 
calamities with which they are threatened. When a 
child is born with any deformity, they will not, if they 
carl poffibly avoid it, bring it to' be baptised, and it is 
with difficulty they can be brought to rear it. 
Arriaga Extirpac. de la Idofat, dri Pfeirilj-p; 32/ 33. -*■ 



i\ 



NOTE XXVII, p,ii3, . . . -.:" 

The number of ,the fifh in the rivers of South 
America is fo extraordinary, as. to merit particular 
notice. " In the Maragnon (fays P. Acugna) fifh arc 
fo plentiful, that without any art, they may take 

c c 3 them 
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them with the hands." p. 138. ic In the Orinoco 
(fays P. Gumilla), befides an infinite variety of other 
fifli, tortoife or turtle abound in fuch numbers, that I 
cannot find words to exprefs it. I doubt not but that 
fuch as read my account will accufe me of exaggera- 
tion : but I can affirm that it is as difficult to count 
them, as to count the fands on the banks of that river. 
One may judge of their number by the amazing con- 
sumption of them j for all the nations contiguous to 
the river, and even many who are at a diftance, flock 
thither at the feafon of breeding, and net only find 
fuftenance during that time, but carry off great num- 
bers both of the turtles and of their eggs, &c" Hift. 
de TOrenoque, ii. c. 22. p. $9. M. de la Condamine 
. confirms their accounts, p. 159. 

NOTE XXVIH. p. H3- 

Piso defcribes two of thefe plants, the Cururt/fpe, 
and the Guajana-Ttmbo* It is remarkable, that though 
they have this fatal effeft upon fifties, they are fo far 
from being noxious to the human fpecies, that they 
are ufed in medicine with fuccefs. Pifo, lib. iv. c. 88* 
Bancroft mentions another, the Hiarree, a fmall quantity 
of which is fufficient to inebriate all the fifli to a cojv 
fidcrahle diftance, fo that in a few minutes they float 
motionkfs on the furface of the water, and are taken 
with eafe. Nat. Hift. of Guiana, p. 106. 
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NOTE XXIX. p. 117. 

Remarkable inftances occur of the calamities 
which rude nations • fufler by famine. Alvar Nugner 
Cabeca de Vaca, one of the moil gallant and virtuous 
of the Spanifh adventurers, refided almoft nine yea*s 
among the favages of Florida. They were unacquainted 
with every fpecies of agriculture. Their fubfiftence 
was poor and precarious* " They live chiefly (fays 
he) upon roots of different plants, which they procure 
with great difficulty, wandering from place to place in 
fearch of them. Sometimes they. kill game, fometimes 
they catch fifli, but in fuch fmall quantifies, that tb$* 
hunger is fo extreme as compels them to. eat fpiders, 
the eggs of ants, worms, lizards, ferpents, a kind of 
un&uous earth, and I am perfuaded, that if in this 
country there ~ were any ftones, they would fwallow 
thefe. They preferve the bones of fifties and ferpents, 
which they grind into powder, and eat. The only 
feafon when they do not fuffer much from famine^ is 
when a certain fruit, which he calls Tilnai^ is rijfe. 
This is the fame with the Opuntla^ or prickly pear, of 
a reddifh and yellow coloXir, with a fweet infipid tafte. 
They are fometimes obliged to' travel far from their 
ufual place of refidence, in order' tit find theiri/* 
Naufragias, c. xviii. p. 20, 21, 22. ' tfi smothcrf place, 
he obferves that they are frequently reduced* to pifs 
two or three days without foodj c. xxir. p. ; 3}. 
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NOTE XXX. p. 1 19. 

• 

M. Fermin has given an accurate dcfcription of the 
two fpecies of manioc, with an account of its culture, 
to which he has added fome experiments, in order 
to afcertain the poifonous qualities of the juice ex- 
tra&ed from that fpecies which he calls the bitter 
cafiava. Among the Spaniards, it is known by the 
name of Tuca bravo. Defer, de Surin. torn. i. p. 66*. 



NOTE XXXI. p. 119. 

The plantain is found in Afia and Africa, as well 
as in America. Oviedo contends, that it is not an 
indigenous plant of the New World, but was intro? 
duced into the ifland of Hifpanipla, in the year 15x6, 
by father Thomas de Berlanga, and that he tranfplanted 
it from the Canary Iflands, whither the original flips 
had been brought from the Eaft Indies. Oviedo, 
lib. viii. c. 1. But the opinion of Acofta and other 
naturalifts, who reckon it an American plants feems to 
be better founded. Acofta Hift. Nat. lib. iy. 2 J. ft 
was cultivated by rude tribes in America, who had 
little intercourse with the Spaniards, and who wea$c 
deflitute of that ingenuity, which difpofes ;saen to 
borrow what is ufeful from foreign nations. Gipnil. iii» 
186. Wafer's Voyage, p. 87. 
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NOTE XXXII. p. 121. 

It is remarkable, that Acofta, one of the mod accu- 
rate and beft-informed writers concerning the Weft 
Indies, affirms, that maize, though activated in the 
continent, was not known in the iflands, the inhabitants 
of which had none but caffada bread. Hift. Nat. 
lib. iv. c. 1 6. But P. Martyr, in the firft book of 
his firft Decad, which was written in the year 1493* 
upon the return of Columbus from his firft voyage^ 
exprefsly mentions maize as a plant which the iflanders 
cultivated, and of which they made bread, p. 7. Gomara 
likewife aflerts, that they were acquainted with the 
culture of maize. Hiftor. Gener. cap. 28. Oviedo 
defcribes maize without any intimation of its. being a 
plant that was not natural to Hifpaniola. Lib*. vii» c. I* 



NOTE XXXni. p. 130. 

New Holland, a country which formerly was only 
known, has lately been* vifited by intelligent obfervers. 
It lies in a region of the globe where it mult enjoy a 
very favourable climate, as it ftretches from the loth 
to the 38th degree of northern latitude. It is of great 
extent, and from its fquare form muft be much 
more than equal to all Eurppe. The people who 
inhabit the various parts of it appear to be of one 
race. They axe evidently ru4er than moft of the 
Americans, and have made ftill lefs progrefs in im- 
provement and the arts of life. There is not the 
leaft appearance of cultivation in any part of this vaft 

region* 
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region. The inhabitants are extremely few, fo that 
the country appears almoft defolate. Their tribes arc 
dill more inconfiderable than thofe of America. They 
depend for fubfiftcnce, almoft entirely, on fiftiing. 
They do not fettle in one place, but roam about in 
queft of food. Both fexes go ftark-naked. Their 
habitations, utfnfils, &c. are more fimple and rude 
than thofe of the Americans. Voyages, by Hawkef- 
worth, iii. 622, &c. This, perhaps, is the country 
where man has been discovered in the earlieft ftage of 
his progrefs, and it exhibits a miferable fpecimen of 
his condition and powers in that uncultivated ftate. 
If this country fhall be more fully explored by future 
navigators, the comparifon of the manners of its in- 
habitants with thofe of $hc Americans will prove an 
iiiftructive article in the hiilory of the human fpecies, 

NOTE XXXIV. p. 130. 

P. Gabriel Marest, who travelled from his ftation 
among the Illinois to Machillimakinac, thus defcribes 
the face of the country : " We have marched twelve 
days without meeting a fingle human creature. Some* 
times we found ourfelves in vaft meadows, of which 
we could not fee the boundaries, through which there 
flowed many brooks and rivers, but without any path 
to conduct us. Sometimes we were obliged to open a 
pafTage acrofs thick forefts, through bu(hes» and 
underwood filled with briars and thorns. Sometimes 
we had to pafs through deep marflies, in which we 
ftmk up to the middle. After being fatigued through 
the day, we had the earth for our bed, or a few leaves, 
expofed to the wind, the rain* and all the injuries of 

the 
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the ahr." Lcttr. Edifiantes, ii. 360. Dr. Brickell, in 
an excurfion from North Carolina towards the moun- 
tains, A. D. 1730, travelled fifteen dap without meet- 
ing with a human creature. Nat. Hift. of North 
Carolina 389. Diego de Ordas, in attempting to make 
a fettlement in South America, A.D. 1532, marched 
fifty days through a country without one inhabitant, 
Jierrera, dec. 5. lib. i. c. ii ? 



NOTE XXXV. p. 131. 

I strongly fufpeft that a community of goods, and 
an undivided ftore, are known only among the rudeft 
tribes of hunters *, and that as foon as any fpeeies of 
agriculture or regular induftry is known, the idea of 
an exclufire right of property to the fruits of them J is 
introduced. I am confirmed in this opinion by 
accounts which I have received concerning the ftate of 
property among the Indians in very different regions of 
America. " The idea of the natives of Brafil con- 
cerning property is, that if any perfon cultivate a field, 
he alone ought to enjoy the produce of it, and. no 
other has a title to pretend to it. If an individual or 
family go a-hunting or fifhing, what is caught belongs 
to the individual or to the family, and they communi- 
cate no part of it to any but to their cazique, or to 
fuch of their kindred as happen to be indifpofed. If 
any perfon in the village come to their hut, he may 
fit down freely, and eat without afking liberty. But 
jhis is the confequence of their general principle of 
hofpitality ; for I never obferved any partition of the 
incfeafe of their fields, or the produce of the chace, 
which I could confider a$ the rcfult of any idea con- 
cerning 
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cerning a community of goods. On the contrary) they 
are fo much attached to what they deem to be their 
property, that it would be extremely dangerous to en- 
croach upon it. As far as I have feen, or can learn, 
there is not one tribe of Indians in Sooth America, 
among whom ' that community of goods which haft 
been fo highly extolled is known. The circumftanle 
in the government of the Jefuits, mod irkfome to the 
Indians of Paraguay, was the community of goods 
which thofe fathers introduced. This was repugnant 
to the original ideas of the Indians. They were ac- 
quainted with the rights of private exclusive property, 
and they fubmitted with impatience to regulations 
which deftroyed them." M. le Cheval. de Pinto, MS. 
penes me. " Actual pofleffion (fays a miflionaiy who 
refided fcVeral years among the Indians of the Five 
Nations) gives a right to the foil, but whenever a pot- 
feflbr fees fit to quit it, another has as good right to 
take it as he who left it. This law, or cuftom, refpe&s 
not only the particular fpot on which he erefts his 
houfe, but alfo his planting-ground. If a man has 
prepared a particular fpot of ground, on which he de- 
signs in future to build or plant, no man has a right 
to incommode him, much lefs to the fruit of his 
labours, until it appears that he voluntarily gives up 
his views. But I never heard of any formal convey- 
ance from one Indian to another in their natural ftate* 
The limits of every canton is circumfcribed ; that is, 
they arc allowed to hunt as far as fuch a river on 
this hand, and fuch a mountain on the. other. This 
area is occupied and improved by individuals and their 
families. Individuals, not the community, have the 
ule and profit of their own labours, or fuccefs in hunt- 
ing." MS. of Mr. Gideon Hawley, penes me. 
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NOTE XXXVI. p, 133. 

This difference of temper between the Americans 
and negroes is fo remarkable, that it is a proverbial 
faying in the French iflands, '« Regarder un fauvage 
de travers, e'eft Ie battre 5 le battre, e'eft le tuer 5 
battre un negre, e'eft le nourrir." Tertre, ii. 490. 

NOTE XXXVII. p. 134. 

The description, of the political ftate of the people 
of Cinaloa perfe&Iy refembles that of the inhabitants 
of North America. iC They have neither laws nor 
kings (fays a miffionary who refided long among them) 
to punifh any crime. Nor is there among them any 
fpecies of authority, or political government, to reftrain 
them in any part of their conduft. It is true, that 
they acknowledge certain Caziques, who are heads of 
their families or Village*, but their authority appear* 
chiefly in war, and the expeditions againft their ene- 
mies. This authority the Ca2iques obtain not by 
hereditary right, but by their valour in war, or by the 
power and number of their families and relations. 
Sometimes they owe their pre-eminence to their 
eloquence in difplayin£ their own exploits." Ribas 
Hiftor. de las Triumph. &c. p. n. The ftate of the 
Chiquitos in South America is nearly the fame* 
" They haVe no regular form of government, or civil 
life, but in matters of public concern they liften to 
the advice of their old men, and ufuaily follow it. 
The dignity of Cazique is not hereditary, but conferred 
according to merit, as. the reward of valour in war- 

The 
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The union among them is imperfeft. Their fociety 
refembles a republic without any head, in which every 
man is mailer of himfelf, and upon the leaft difguft, 
feparates from thofe with whom he feemed to be 
connected." Relacion Hiftorical de ,las Miifiones dc, 
los Chiquitos, por P. Juan Patr. Fernandez, p. 32*, 
33. Thus, under very different climates, when 
nations arc in a fimilar ftate of fociety, their 
inftitutions and civil government aflume the fame 
form. 



NOTE XXXVIIL p. 152. 

" I have known the Indians (fays a perfon well 
acquainted with their mode of life) to go a thoufand 
miles for the purpofc of revenge, in pathlefs woods* 
over hills and mountains, through huge cane-fwamps, 
expefed to the extremities of heat and cold, the vicif- 
fitude of feafons, to hunger and third. Such is their 
over-boiling revengeful temper, that they utterly 
contemn all thofe things as imaginary trifles, if they 
are fo happy as to get the fcalp of the murderer, or 
enemy, to fatisfy the craving ghofts of their deceafed 
relations/' Adair's Hilt, of Amer. Indians, p. 150. 



NOTE XXXIX. p. 152. ' 

In the account of the great war between the Algon- 
quin s and Iroquois, the achievements of Pi&aret, a 
famous chief of the Algonquins, performed moftly by 
himfelf alone, or with one or two companions, make a 
capital figure. De la Potherie, i. 297* &c. Coldenfr 
Ilift. of Five Nations, 125* &c. 



NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS; 3» 



NOTE XL. p. 155. 

» 

The life of an unfortunate leader is often in danger*, 
and he is always degraded from the rank which h* 
Jiad acquired by his former exploits. Adair, p* 38$. 



NOTE XLI. p. 155. 

As the ideas of the North Americans, with refpeft 
to the mode of carrying on war, are generally known ; 
I have founded my obfervations chiefly upon the tefti- 
mony of the authors who defcribe them. But the 
fame maxims took place among other nations in the 
New World. A judicious miflionary has g^ven a view 
of the military operations of the people in Gran Chaco, 
in South America, perfectly fimilar to thofe of the 
Iroquois. " They are much addicted to war (lays he), 
which they carry on frequently among themfelves, 
but perpetually aganut the Spaniards. But they may 
rather be called thieves than foldiers, for they nevef 
make head againft the Spaniards, unlefs when they 
can affault them by Health, or have guarded againft 
any mifchance by fpies, who rriay be called inde- 
fatigable; they will watch the fettlements of the 
Spaniards for one, two, or three years, obferving by 
night every thing that pafles with the utmoft folicitude, 
whether they may expe£fc refiftance or not, and until 
they are perfectly fecure of the event, they will not 
venture upon an attack Vifo. that when they do give the 
aflault, they are certairiof fuccefs, and free from all 
danger, Thefe fpies, in order that they may not be 
obferved, will creep on alfcfour like cats in the night ; 

6 but 
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but if they are difcovered, make their efcape witlt 
much dexterity. But, although they never choofe to 
face the Spaniards* if they be furrounded in any place 
whence they cannot efcape, they will fight with def- 
perate valour, and fell their lives very dear*" Lozano 
Defcrip. del Gran Chaco, p. 78. 

NOTE XLII. p. 157. 

Lery, who was an eye-witnefs of the proceedings of 
the Tcupinambosy a Brafilian tribe, in a war againft a 
powerful nation of their enemies, defcribes their 
courage and ferocity in very ftriking terms. Ego cum 
Gallo altcro, paulo curiofius, magno noftro periculo 
(fi enim ab hoftibus capti aut Iefi fuifTemus, devorationi 
fuiilcmus devoti), barbaros noflros in militiam euntes 
comitari volui. Hi, numero 4000 capita, cum 
hoftibus ad littus decertarunt, tanta ferocitatc, ut vel 
rabidos ct furiofos quofque fuperarent. Cum primum 
hoftes confpexere, in magnos atque editos ululatua 
perruperunt. Usee gens adeo fera eft & truculenta, 
ut tantifper dum virium vcl tantillum reftat, continuo 
dimicent, fugamque nunquam capefiant. Quod a, 
natura illis inditum efle reor. Teftor interea me, qui 
non femel, turn peditum turn equitum copias ingentes, 
in aciem inftru&as hie confpexi, tanta nunquam vo~ 
luptate videndis peditum legionibus armis fulgentibus, 
quanta turn pugnantibus iftis percufliim futffe. Lerr 
Hift. Navigat. in Brafd. ap. de Bry, iii. 207, 208, 209. 
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NOTE XLHL p. 158. 

It was originally the pra&ice of the Americans^ as 
well as of other favage nations, to cut off the heads of 
the enemies whom they flew, and to carry them away 
as trophies. But, as they found thefe cumberfome ia> 
their retreat, which they always make very rapidly, 
and often through a vaft extent of country, they 
became fatisfied with tearing off their fcalps. This 
cuftom, though moft prevalent in North America,' 
was not unknown among the Southern tribes 
Lozano, p. 79. 



NOTE XLIV. p. 164. 

The terms of the war-fong feem to be di£hu^!L 
by the fame fierce fpirit of revenge. <c I go to war 
to revenge the death of my brothers ; I (hall kill ; I 
{hall exterminate; I {hall burn my enemies; I maty, 
bring away flaves ; I {hall devour their heart, dry their 
flefh, drink their blood ; I {hall tear off their fcalps^ 
and make cups of their fkuuV' Boflu's Travels 
through Louifiana, vol. i. p. 102. I am informed, 
by perfons on whofe teftimony I can rely, that as tht 
number of people in the Indian tribes has decreafed 
fo much, almoft none of their prifoners are now put 
to death. It is considered as betteT policy to fpare and 
to adopt them. Thofe dreadful fcenes which I have 
defcribed occur now fo rarely, that miffionaries and 
traders who have refided long among the Indians, 
never were witnefles to them. **■ ' 
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NOTE XLV. p. 165* 

All the travellers who have vifitcd the moft unci- 
vilized of the American tribes, agree in this. It is 
confirmed by two remarkable circumftances, which 
occurred in the conqueft of different provinces. ,In 
the expedition of Narvaez into Florida in the year 
1528, the Spaniards were reduced to fuch extreme 
diftrefs by famine, that, in order to preferve their own 
lives, they eat fuch of their companions as happened 
to die. This appeared fo fhocking to the natives, who 
were accuftomed to devour none but prifoners, that 
it filled them with horror and indignation againft the 
Spaniards. Torquemada Monarch. Ind. ii. p. 584. 
Naufragios de Alv. Nugnez Cabeca de Vaca, c. xiv. 
p. 15. During the fiege of Mexico, though the 
Mexicans devoured with greedinefs the Spaniards and 
Tlafcalans, whom them took prifoners, the utmoft 
rigour of the famine which they fuffered could ndt 
induce them to touch the dead bodies of their own 
countrymen. Bern. Diaz, del Caftillo Conquift. de la 
N. Efpagna, p. 156. 

NOTE XLVI. p. 166. 

Many fingular circumftances concerning the treat- 
ment of prifoners among the people of Brafil, are 
contained in the narrative of Stadius, a German officer 
in the fervice of the Portuguefe, publiihed in the year 
1556. He was taken prifoner by the Toupinambos 3 
and remained in captivity nine years. He was often 
prefent at thofe horrid feftivals which he defcribes, 

and 
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was deftined himfelf to the fame cruel fate with other 
prifoners. But he faved his life by extraordinary 
efforts of courage and addrefs. De Bry, iii. p. 34, &c. 
M. De Lery, who accompanied M. De Villagagnon in 
his expedition to Brafil, in the year 1556, and who 
refided fome time in that country, agrees with Stadius 
in every circumftance of importance. He was fre- 
quently an eye-witnefs of the manner in which the 
Brafilians treated their prifoners. De Bry, iii. 210. 
Several ftriking particulars omitted by them, are 
mentioned by a Portuguefe author. Purch. Pilgr. 
iv. 1294, &c. 

NOTE XLVII. p. 170. r 

Though I have followed that opinion concerning 
the apathy of the Americans, which appeared to me 
raoft rational, and fupported by the authority of the 
moft refpe&able authors, other theories have been 
formed with regard to it, by writers of great eminenqo. 
D. Ant. Ulloa, in a late work, contends, that the 
texture of the fkin and bodily habit of the Americans 
is fuch, that they are lefs fenfible of pain than the reft 
of mankind. He produces feveral proofs of this, from 
the manner in which they endure the moft cruel 
chirurgical operations, &c. Noticias Americanas, 
p. 313, 314. The fame observation has been made 
by furgeons in Brafil. An Indian, they fay, neve? 
complains under pain, and will bear the amputation 
of a leg or arm without uttering a fingle groan. 
MS. penes me. 
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NOTE XLVIII. p. 173. 

This is an idea natural to all rude nations. Among 
the Romans, in the early periods of their common- 
wealth, it was a maxim that a prifoner, c< turn deceffifle 
vldetur cum captus eft." Digeft. lib. xlix. tit. 15. 
c. 18. And afterwards, when the progrefs of refine- 
ment rendered them more indulgent with refpeft to 
this article, they were obliged to employ two fiftions 
of law to fecure the property, and permit the return 
of a captive, the one by the Lex Cornelia, and the 
other by the Jus Poftliminii, Heinec. Elem. Jur. Civ. 
fee. ord. Pand. ii. p. 294. Among the negroes the 
fame ideas prevail. No ranfom was ever accepted for 
a prifoner. As foon as one is taken in war, he is 
reputed to be dead ; and he is fo in cffcGt to his 
country and his family. Voy. du Cheval. des Marchais, 
i. p. 369. 



NOTE XLIX. p. 174. 

The people of Chili, the moft gallant and high- 
fpirited of all the Americans, are die only exception 
to this obfervation. They attack their enemies in the 
open field ; their troops are ranged in regular order ; 
their battalions advance to the charge not only with 
courage, but with discipline. The North Americans, 
though many of them have fubftituted the European 
fire-arms in place of their own bows and arrows, 
ftill adhere to their ancient maxims of war* and 
carry it on according to their own peculiar fyftem. 

But 



MOTES A»» .tWt»TRATK«l»r ¥$ 

But the Chilefe fleflrly T^emWanhe irajlifcp gatigq$^£ 
Europe and Afia.h* ttai* fliiltary operates. OvaUefy 
Relation of Chili^ Church. CoU-iii* p. 71. Lo^anoH 
Hift. Parag. L 144, 145. 

* * 

•■KtarftB-"£. T i>: 178. 

Heuueu A gives a remarkable h proof of tins. ' * In 
Ytfpatatij the men' are fo foEritdus about Hieir drfefSJ 
that they carry about with them mirror^ ptt>bab}y 
ma<te of ftone, like thofe of the'M(rtti^hs,^I)ec/Wl 
lib. ui. c. 8. in which they delight to view ihimfelvesi 
but the women never ufe tJiem: Dec. it. libi x.' c. ; £. 
He takes notice that among the fierce tribe of tftfe 
Panches, in the new* kingdom of Granada, hone bift 
diftiriguifhed ' warriors * -were permitted either to ^ 
pierce their lips and to w£ar gr6eh 'flfdnes' In' theiri, 
or to addrfi thei* heaSs Vrfh plumes of ' feathei$. 
Dec. vii. r lib, ix, c". 4. \ In Tome prbvinbes of Pent, 
though that empire had made . cbnfiddribJ? progress 
iu.civilizatioh, the 4 ftate of .women was ifttfc improved. 
AH the toil of cultfyatioli and -domeftic* work w& 
devolved upon them', ana A^y^ere iiot permitted ft 
wear bracelets,, or other dmaWeiit^ ^th which the 
men were fofcd of decking tfre&felveV karate Hiflf 
dePer«,i.>i5,t<J. * [ V;' '■ ■: ■ ' *• ■ .- ■•■■> 

f ■■.■»■ I . . . » _■■■ ' • & 
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NOTE LI. p. 179. 



.*T 



1 

I have ventured to pall this mode of anointing and 
painting their bodies, the dtefs of the Americans. 
This is agreeable to their own idiom. As they never 
itir abroad if they are not completely anointed; they 

P l> 3 excufc 



*o6 NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 

exeufe themfclves when in this fituation, by faying, 
that they cannot appear becaufe they are naked. 
Gumilla Hid. de l'Orenoque, i. ipi. 



NOTE LIL p. 1 80. 

Some tribes in the province of Cinaloa, on the gulf 
of California 9 feem to be among the rudeft people of 
America united in the focial ftate. They neither 
cultivate nor fow ; they have no houfes in which 
they refide. Thofe in the inland country fubfift by 
hunting; thofe on the fea-coaft chiefly by fifhing. 
Both depend upon the fpontaneous produdions 
of the earth, fruits, plants, and roots of various 
kinds. In the rainy feafon, as they have no habitations 
to afford them fhelter, they gather bundles of reeds, 
or ftrong grafs, and binding them together at one end, 
they open them at the other, and fitting them-to 
their heads, they are covered as with a large cap, 
which like a pent-houfe throws off the rain, and 
will keep them dry for feveral hours. During the 
warm feafon, they form a fhed with the branches of 
trees, which prote&s them from the fultry rays of 
the fun. When expofed to cold they make large 
fires, round which they flcep in the open air. Hiftoria 
de los Triumphos de Nueftra Santa Fe entre Gentes 
las mas barbaras, &c. por P. And. Perez de Ribas, 
p. 7, &c. 
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NOTE LIII. p. 182. 

These houfes refemble barns. " We have meafured 
fome which were a hundred and fifty paces long, and 
twenty paces broad. Above a hundred perfons redded 
in fome of them." Wilfon's account of Guiana. 
Purch. Pilgr. vol. iv. p. 1263. Ibid. I2£i. "The 
Indian houfes," fays Mr. Barrere, " have a moft 
wretched appearance, and are a ftriking image of i3 the- 
rudenefs of early times. Their huts are comm^ily 
built on fome rifing ground, or on the banks of a 
river, huddled fometimes together, fometimes drag- 
gling, and always without any order. Their afpeft is 
melancholy and difagreeable. One fees nothing but 
what is hideous and favage. The uncultivated fields 
have no gaiety. The filence which reigns there, unlefs 
when interrupted by the difagreeable notes of birds, or 
cries of wild beafts, is extremely difmal." Relat. de 
la France Ecjuin, p. 14& 

NOTE LIV. p. 184. 

Some tribes in South America can fend their arrows 
to a great diftance, and with confiderable force, 
without the aid of the bow. V TheV make ufe of a 
hollow reed, about nine feet long, * and an inch thick, 
which is called a Sarbacdne. Irr it they lodge a fmall 
arrow, with fome unfpun cotton wound about its great 
end ; this confines the air, fo that they can blow it 
with aftonifhing rapidity, and a fure aim, to the 
diftance of above a hundred paces. Thefe fmall 
arrows are always poifoned f Fermin, Defer, de 

d d 4 Surin. 
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Surin. i. 55. Bancroft's Hift. of Guiana, p. 281, &c. 
The Sarbacane is much ufed in fome parts of the Eaft 
Indies. 



NOTE LV. p. 185. 

I might produce many inftances of this, but fhaji 
fatisfy myfelf with one, taken from the Efkimaux, 
€€ Their greateft ingenuity (fays Mr. Ellis) is {hewn 
in the ftru&ure of their bows, made commonly of 
three . pieces of wood, each making part of the fame 
arch, very nicely and exaftly joined together. They 
are commonly of fir or larch; and as this wants 
ftrength and elafticity, they fupply both by bracing the 
back of the bow, with a kind of thread, or line, made 
©f the finews of their deer, and the bow-ftring of the 
fame materials. To make them draw more ftiffly, 
they dip them into water, which caufes both the 
back of the bow and the firing to contract, and 
confequently gives it the greater force; and as they 
pra&ife from their youth, they fhoot with very great 
dexterity," Voyage to Hudfon's Bay, p. 138. 

NOTE LVI. p. 185. 

Necessity is the great prompter and guide of man- 
kind in their inventions. There is, however, fuch 
inequality in fome parts of their progrefs, and fome 
nations get fo far the ftart of others in circumftances 
nearly (imilar, that we mud afcribe this to fome 
events in their ftory, or to fome peculiarity in their 
fituation with which we are unacquainted. The people 
in the ifland of Otaheite, lately discovered in the South 

Sea, 



NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS- 409 

Sea, far excel moft of the Americans in the knowledge 
and pra&ice of the arts of ingenuity, and yet they had 
not invented any method of boiling water ; and having 
no veflel that would bear the fire, they had no more 
idea that water could be made hot, than that it could 
be made feljd. Voyages by Hawkefworth, i. 466. 484, 

NOTE LVH. p. 186. 

One of thefe boats, which could carry nine men, . 
weighed only fixty pounds. Gofnol. Relat. des Voy. 
a la Virgin. Rec. de Voy. au Nord, torn. v. p. 403. 

NOTE LVIII. p. 188. 

A remarkable proof of this is produced by UHoa, 
In weaving hammocks, coverlets, and the other coarfe 
cloaths, which they are accuftomed to manufacture^ - 
their induftry has difcovered no more expeditious 
method, than to take up thread after thread, and 
after counting and forting them each time, to pafs the 
woof between them, fo that in finifhing a fmall piece 
of thofe fluffs, they frequently fpend more than two 
years. Voyage, i. 336. Bancroft gives the fame 
description of the Indians of Guiana, p. 255'. Accord- 
ing to Adair, the ingenuity and difpatchdf the' North 
American Indians are not greater, p. 422. From on& 
of the engravings of the Mexican paintings in Purchas,- 
vol. iii. p. 1 106. I think it probable that the people 
of Mexico were unacquainted with any better or 
more expeditious mode of weaving. A loom was an 
invention fceyond the ingenuity of the moft improve*! 
Americans. In all their works they advance fo 

flowly, 
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flowly, that one of their artifts is two months at a 
tobacco-pipe with his knife before he finifhes it, 
Adair, p. 423. 



NOTE LIX. p. 191. 

The article of religion in P. Lafitau's Mocurs des 
Sauvages, extends to 347 tedious pages in quarto. 

NOTE LX. p. 193. 

I have referred the reader to feveral of the authors 
who defcribe the moft uncivilized nations in America. 
Their teftimony is uniform. That of P. Ribas con- 
cerning the people of Cinaloa, coincides with the reft. 
i€ I was extremely attentive (fays he), during the years 
I refided among them, to afcertain whether they were 
to be confidered as idolaters; and it may be affirmed 
with the moil perfect exa&nefs, that though among 
fome of them there may be traces of idolatry, yet 
others have not the leaft knowledge of God, or even 
of any falfe deity, nor pay any formal adoration to 
the Supreme Being, who exercifes dominion over the 
world; nor have they any conception of the providence 
of a creator or governor, from whom they expe£t in 
the next life the reward of their good, or the punifh- 
ment of their evil deeds. Neither do they publicly 
join in any aft of divine worfhip." Ribas Triumphos, 
&c. p. i<5. 
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NOTE LXI. p. 195. 

The people of Brafil were fo much affrighted by 
thunder, which is frequent and awful in their country* 
as well as in other parts of the torrid zone, that it 
was not only the objeft of religious reverence) but 
the moft expreffive name in their language for the 
Deity, was Toupan, the fame by which they diftinguifhed 
thunder. Pifo de Medec, Brafil, p. 8. Nieuhoff. 
Church. Coll. ii. p. 132. 



NOTE LXII. p. 204. 

By the account which M. Dumont, an eye-witriefs, 
gives of the funeral of the great chief, of the Natchez* 
it appears, that the feelings of the perfdns who fuffered 
on that occafion were very different. Some folicitei 
the honour with eagernefs * 9 others laboured to avoid 
their doom, and feveral faved their lives by flying %o 
the woods. As the Indian Bramins give an intoxicating 
draught to the women, who are to be burnt together 
with the bodies of their hufbands, which renders them 
infenfible of their approaching fate> the Natchez 
obliged their vi&ims to fwallow fever,al large pills of 
tobacco, which produce a fimilar effe£t. Mem. de 
Louif, i. 227. 
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NOTE LXIII. p. 213. 

On feme occafions, particularly in dances inftituted 
for the recovery of perfons who are indifpofed, they 
Sire extremely licentious and indecent. De la Pfftherie 
Hift. &c. ii. p. 42. Charlev. N. Fr. iii. p. 319. But 
the nature of their dances is commonly fuch at I 
hare defcribed. - — . 



NOTE LXIV. p. 215. 

The Othomacoasy a tribe feated on the banks of the 
Orinoco, employ for the fame purpofe a compofition, 
which they call Tupa. It is formed of the feeds of 
an unknown plant, reduced to powder, and certain 
(hells burnt and pulverized. The efFe&s of this when 
drawn up into the noftrils are fo violent, that they 
refemble madnefs rather than intoxication. Gumillaj 
i.286. 



NOTE LXV. p. 219. 

Though this obfervation holds true among the 
greater part of the fouthern tribes, there are feme in 
which the intemperance of the women is as exceffive 
as that of the men. Bancroft's Nat. Hift. of Guiana, 
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NOTE LXVL p.2S4. 

Even in the moft intelligent writers concerning the 
manners of the Americans, one meets with incon-* 
fiftent and inexplicable circumftance9. The Jefuit 
Chalevoix, who, in confequence of the controverfy 
between his order and that of the Francifcans, with 
refpe£b to the talents and abilities of the Norfli 
Americans, is difpofed to reprefent their intelleftual 
as well as moral qualities in the moft favourable light, 
aflerts, that they are engaged in continual nego- 
ciations with their neighbours, and conduft thefe 
with the moft refined addrefs. At the fame time he 
adds, " that it behoves their envoys or plenipotentiaries 
to exert their abilities and eloquence, for if the terms 
which they offer are not accepted of, they had need 
to ft and on their guard. It frequently happens, that 
a blow with a hatchet is the only return given- to 
their propofitions. The envoy is not out of danger 
even if he is fo fortunate as to avoid the ftroke, he 
may expeft to be purfued, and if taken, to be burnt." 
Hift. N. Fr. iii. 251. What occurs, vol. ii. p. 277. 
^concerning the manner in which the Tlafcalans treated 
the ambafladors from Zernpoalla, correfponds with the 
faft related by Charlevoix. Men capable of fuch 
a£ts of violence, feem to be unacquainted with the 
firft principles upon which the intercourse between 
nations is founded j and inftead of the perpetual nego- 
tiations which Charlevoix mentions, it feems almoft 
impofiible that there fhould be any correfpondence 
whatever among them. 
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NOTE LXVII. p. 217. 

. It is a remark of Tacitus concerning the Germans, 
« Gaudent muneribus, fed nee data imputant, nee 
acceptis obligantur." C. 31. An author who had a 
good opportunity of obferving the principle which 
leads favages neither to exprefs gratitude for favours 
which they had received, nor to expe& any return 
for fuch as they beftowed, thus explains their ideas : 
" If, fay they, you give me this, it is becaufe you, 
have no need of it yourfelf $ and .as for me, I never 
part with that which I think neceflary to me." Memoir 
fur le Galibis ; Hift. des Plantes de la Guiane Fran^oife 
par M. Aublet, torn. ii. p. no. 



NOTE LXVIII. p. 243. 

And. Bernaldes, the contemporary and friend of 

Columbus, has preferred fome circumftances concerning 
the bravery of the Caribbees, which are not mentioned 
by Don Ferdinand Columbus, or the other hiftorians 
of that period, whofe works have been publifhed. A 
Caribbean canoe, with four men, two women, and a 
boy, fell in unexpectedly with the fleet of Columbus 
in his fecond voyage, as it was fleering through their 
iflands. At firft they were ftruck almoft ftupid with 
aftonifhment at fuch a ftrange fpeftacle, and hardly 
moved from the fpot for above an hour. A Spanifh 
bark, with twenty-five men, advanced towards them, 
and the fleet gradually furrounded them, fo as to cut 
off their communication with the fliorc. " When 

they 
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they faw that it was impoffible to efcape (fays the 
hiftorian), they feized their arms with undaunted refo- 
lution, and began the attack. I ufe the expreflion, 
with undaunted refofution, for they were few, and beheld 
a vaft number ready to affault them. They wounded 
feveral of the Spaniards, although they had targets, as 
well as other defenfive armour ; and even after their 
canoe was overfet, it was with no little difficulty and 
danger that part of them were taken, as they continued 
to defend themfelves, and to ufe their bows with great 
dexterity while fwimming in the fea." Hift. de D, 
Fern, y Yfab. MSS. c. 119. 



NOTE LXIX. p. 244. 

A probable conjecture may be formed with refpecl: 
to the caufe of the diftin&ion in character between 
the Caribbees and the inhabitants of the larger iflands. 
The former appear manifeftly to be, a feparate race. 
Their language is totally different from that of their 
neighbours in the large iflands. They themfelves 
have a tradition, that 'their anceftors came originally 
from fome part of the continent, and having conquered 
and exterminated the ancient inhabitants, took pof- 
feilion of their lands, and of their women. Rochefort, 
384. Tertre, 360. Hence they call themfelves 
Banaree> which fignifies a man come from beyond 
fea. Labat. vi. 131. Accordingly, the Caribbees ftill 
ufe two diftincT: languages, one peculiar to the men, 
and the other to the women. Tertre, 361.. The 
language of the men has nothing common with that 
fpoken in the large iflands. The dialect of the 

women 
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women confiderably refemblcs it. Labat. 129. This 
ftrongly confirms the tradition which I have men* 
tionul. The Caribbecs thcmfelves imagine, that they 
■were a colony from the Galibis> a powerful nation of 
Guiana, in South America. Tertre, 361. Rochefort* 
348. But as their fierce manners approach nearer to 
thofc of the people in the northern continent, than t» 
thofe of the natives of South America ; and as their 
language has likcwife fome affinity to that fpoken in 
Florida, their origin mould be deduced rather from 
the former than from the latter. Labat. 128, &c* 
Herrera, dec. i. lib. ix. c. 4. In their wars, they ftilf 
obferve their ancient practice of deftroying all the 
males and preferving the women either for fervitude 
or for breeding. 



NOTE LXX. p. 245. 

Our knowledge of the events which happened in 
the conqueft of New Spain, is derived from fources of 
information more original and authentic than that of 
any tranfaclion in the hiftory of America. The letters 
of Cortes to the Emperor Charles V. are an hiftorical 
monument, not only firft iix order of time, but of Ac 
greatetl authenticity and value. As Cortes early afc. 
fumed a command independant of Velafquez, it became 
necefiary to convey fuchan account of his operations to 
Madrid, as might procure him the approbation of his 
fovereign. 

The firft of his difpatches has never been made 
public. It was fent from Yera-Cruz, July i6th, 1 5 19. 
As 1 imagined that it might r.c: reach the Emperor, 

until 
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until he arrived in Germany, for which he fet out 
early in the year 1520, in order to receive the Imperial 
crown 5 I made diligent fearch for a copy of this dif- 
patch, both in Spain and in Germany, but without 
fuccefs. This, however, is of lefs confequence, as it 
could not contain any thing very material, being writ* 
ten fo foon after Cortes arrived in New Spain; But, 
in fearching for the letter from Cortes, a copy of 
one from the colony of Vera-Cruz to the empertfr 
has been difcovered in the Imperial library at Vienna. 
Of this I have given fome account in its proper place, 
p. 288 of this volume. The fecond difpatch, dated 
Oftober 30th, 1520, was publifhed at Seville, A. D. 
1522, and the third and fourth foon after they were 
received. A Latin tranflation of them appeared in 
Germany, A. D. 1532. Ramufio foon after made 
them more generally known, by inferring them in his 
valuable colleftion. They contain a regular and mi- 
nute hiftory of the expedition, with many curious 
particulars concerning the policy and manners of the 
Mexicans. The work does honour to Cortes; the 
ftyle is fimple and perfpicuous ; but as it was mani- 
feftly his intereft to reprefent bis own a&ions in the; 
faireft light, his viftories are probably exaggerated, 
his loffes diminifhed, and his a£ts of rigour and violence 
foftened. 

The next in order is the Cronica de la Nueva 
Efpagna, by Francifco Lopez de Gomara, publifhed 
A. D. 1554. Gomara's hiftorical merit is confiderable. 
His mode of narration is clear, flowing, always agree- 
able, and fometimes elegant. But he is frequently in- 
accurate and credulous ; and as he was the domeftic 
chaplain of Cortes after his return from New Spain, 

vol. 11. ke and 
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and probably compofed his work at his defire, it is 
manifeft that he labours to magnify the merit of his 
hero, and to conceal or extenuate fuch tranfa&ions 
as were unfavourable to his character. Of this Herrera 
accufes him in one inftance, Dec. ii. lib. iii. c. 2. and 
it is not once only that this is confpicuous. He writes, 
however, with fo much freedom concerning feveral 
meafures of the' Spanifh court, that the copies both 
of his Hiftoria de las Indias, and of his Cronica, were 
called in by a decree of the council of the Indies* 
and they were long confidered as prohibited books in 
Spain ; it is only of late that licence to print them has 
been granted. Finelo Biblioth. 589. 

The Chronicle of Gomara induced Bernal Diaz del 
Caftillo to compofe his Hiftoria Verdadera de 1» 
Conquifta de la Nueva Efpagna. He had been axt. 
adventurer in each of the expeditions to New Spain, 
and was the companion of Cortes in all his battles and* 
perils. When he found that neither he himfelf, nor 
many of his fellow-foldiers, were once mentioned by 
Gomara, but that the fame of all their exploits was 
afcribed to Cortes 5 the gallant veteran laid hold of Us 
pen with indignation, and compofed his true hiftory. 
It contains a prolix, minute, confufed narrative of all 
Cortes's operations, in fuch a rude vulgar ftyle as 
might be cxpe&ed from an illiterate foldier. But as he 
relates tranfa&ions of which he was witnefs, and in 
which he performed a confiderable part, his account 
hears all the marks of authenticity, and is accompanied 
with fuch a pleafant naivete, with fuch interefting 
details, with fuch amufing vanity, and yet fo pardon- - 
able in an old foldier who had been (as he boirifts) 
in a hundred and nineteen battles, as reader* Jm 

book 
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book one of the moft lingular that is to be found in 
any language. 

Pet. Martyr ab Angleria, in a treatife de Infulis nupcr 
inventis, added to his Decades de Rebus Oceanicis & 
Novo Orbe, gives fome account of Cortes's expedition. 
But he proceeds no farther than to relate what 
happened after his firft landing. This work, which 
is brief and flight, feems to contain the information 
tranfmitted by Cortes in his firft difpatches, embellifhcd 
with feveral particulars communicated to die author 
by the officers who brought the letters from Corte6. 

But the book to which ^the greater part of modern 
hiftorians have had recourfe for information concerning 
the conqueft of New Spain, is Hiftoria de la Conquifta 
de Mexico, por D. Antonio de Solis, firft publifhed 
A. D. 1684. I know no author in any language whofe 
literary fame has rifen fo far beyond, his real merit. 
De Solis is reckoned by his countrymen one of the 
pure (I writers in the Caftilian tongue; and if a 
foreigner may venture to give his opinion concerning 
a matter of which Spaniards alone are qualified to 
judge, he is entitled to that praife. But, though his 
language be correct, his tafte in compofition is far 
from being, juft. His periods are fo much laboured 
as to be often ftiff, and fometimes tumid ; the figures 
which he employs by way of ornament, are frequently 
trite or improper, and his obfervations fuperficial. 
Thefe blemifhes, however, might eafily be overlooked, 
if he were not defective with refpefk to all the great 
qualities of an hiftorian. Deftitiite of that patient 
induftry in refearch, which conduces to the knowledge 
of truth ; a ftranger to that impartiality which weighs 
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evidence with cool attention; and ever eager to 
eftablifh his favourite fyftem of exalting the chara£ter 
of Cortes into that of a perfedt hero, exempt from 
error, and adorned with every virtue; he is lefs felicitous 
to difcover what was true, than to relate what might 
appear fplendid. When he attempts any critical dif- 
cuffion, his reafonings are fallacious, and founded upon 
an imperfeft view of fa£b« Though he fometimes 
quotes the difpatches of Cortes, he feems not to have 
confulted them ; and though he fets out with fome 
cenfcre on" Gomara, he frequently prefers his author 
rity, the moft doubtful of any to that of the other con- 
temporary hiftorians. 

N But of all the Spanifli writers, Herrera furniflies the 

fulleft and moft accurate information concerning the 
conqueft of Mexico, as well as every other tranfaftion 
of America. The induftry and attention with which 
he confulted not only die books, but the original papers 
and public records, which tended to throw any light 
upon the fubje& of his inquiries, were fo great, and 
he ufually judges of the evidence before him with fo 
much impartiality and candour, that his decads may 
be ranked among the moft judicious and ufeful hifto- 
rical colle£tions. If, by attempting to relate* the various 
occurrences in the New World in a ftri& chronological 
order, the arrangement of event* in Iris work had not 
been rendered fo perplexed, difconftided, and obfeure, 
that it is an unplea&nt talk to tolled front different 
parts of his book, and piece together the detachfetf 
fhreds of a ftory, he might jufHy have been ranked 
among the moft eminent hiftorians of his cotihtry. 
He gives an account of the materials from which Ke 
compofed his work; Dec. vi. lib.iii. c. 19, " ' * ' * 
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NOTE LXXI. p. 248. 

Cortes purpofcd to have gone in the train of 
Ovando when he fet out for his government in 'the 
year 1502, but was detained by an accident. As he 
was attempting in a dark night to fcramble up to the 
window of a lady's bed-chamber, with whom he. -cat* 
ried on an intrigue, an old wall, on the top of which 
he had mounted, gave way, and he was fo much 
bruifed by the fall as to be unfit for the voyage: 
Gomara, Cronica de la Nueva Efpagna, cap. I. 

NOTE LXXIL p. i S i, 

Cortes had two thoufand pefos in the hands of 
Andrew Duero, and he borrowed four thoufand- 
Thefe fums are about equal in value to fifteen hundred 
pounds fterling ; but as the price of every thing way 
extremely high in America, they made but a fcanty 
ftock when applied towards the equipment of a mi- 
litary expedition. Herrera, dec. ii. lib. iii. c. 2, 
B. Diaz, c. 20. 

NOTE LXXni, p. 257. 

* - r 

The names of thofe gallant officers which will oftei* 
occur in the fubfequent ftory, were Juan Velafquez de 
Leon, Alonfo Hernandez Portocarrero, Francifco de 
Montejo, Chriftoval de Olid, Juan de Efcalante, Fran- 
cifco de.Morla, Pedro de Alvarado, Francifcp. 4* 
Salceda, Juan de Efcobar, Gines de Nortes. Cortes 
himfelf commanded the Capitana, or Admiral. Fran~ 
cifco de Orozco, an officer forrn^ 13 jhe wajs of Italy, 
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had the command of the artillery. The experienced 
Alaminos a&ed as chief pilot, 

NOTE LXXIV. p. 259. 

In thofe different confli&s, the Spaniards loft only 
two men, but had a confiderable number wounded. 
Thpugh there be no occafion for recourfe to any fuper- 
natural caufe to account either for the greatnefs of 
their victories, or the fmallnefs of their lofsj the 
Spanifh hiftorians fail not to afcribe both to the 
patronage of St. Jago, the tutelar Saint of their 
country, who, as they relate, fought at the head of 
their countrymen, and by his prowefs gave a turn to 
the fate of the battle. Gomara is the firft who men- 
tions this apparition of St. James. It is amufing to 
obferve the embarrafTment of B. Diaz del Caftillo, 
occafioned by the flruggle between his fuperftition and 
his veracity. The former difpofed him to believe 
tliis miracle, the latter reflrained him from attefting 
it. " I acknowledge," fays he, " that all our exploits 
and vi&ories are owing to our Lord Jefus Chrift, and 
that in this battle there was fuch a number of Indians 
to every one of us, that if each had thrown a handful 
of earth they might have buried us, if by the great 
mercy of God we had not been protefted. It may 
be that the perfon whom Gomara mentions as having 
appeared on a mottled grey horfe, was the glorious 
apoftle Signer San Jago or Signor San Pedro, and that 
I, as being a finner, was not worthy to fee him. This 
I know, that I faw Francifca de Morja on fuch a 
horfe, but as an unworthy tranfgreflbr, did not 
deferve to fee any of the holy apoftles. It may Have 
been the will of God, that it was fo as Gomara 
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relates, but until I read his Chronicle I never heard 
among any of the conquerors that fuch a thing had 
happened." Cap. 34. 

NOTE LXXV. p. 266. 

Several Spaniih hiftorians relate this occurrence in 
fuch terms, as if they wifhed it fhould be believed, 
that the Indians, loaded with the prefents, had carried 
them from the capital in the fame fliort fpace of time 
that the couriers performed that journey. This is 
incredible, and Gomara mentions a circumftance which 
fhews, that nothing extraordinary happened on this 
occafion. This rich prefent had been prepared for 
Grijalva, when he touched at the fame place fome 
months before, and was now ready to be delivered, 
as foon as Montezuma fent orders for that purpofe, 
Gomara Cron. c. xxvii. p. 28. 

According to B. Diaz del Caftillo, the value of the 
filver plate reprefenting the moon, was alone above 
twenty thoufand pefos, about five thoufand pounds 

fterling. 

NOTE LXXVI. p. 274. 

« 

This private traffic was dire&ly contrary to the 
inftru&ions of Velafquez, who enjoined, that what- 
ever was acquired by trade fhould be thrown into the 
common flock. But it appears, that the foldiers had 
each a private afibrtment of toys, and other goods 
proper for the Indian trade, and Cortes gained their 
favour by encouraging this under-hand barter. B. 
Diaz, c. 41. 
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NOTE LXXVH. p. 290. 

Gomara has publiflied a catalogue of the various 
articles of which this prefent confifted. Cron. c. 49, . 
P. Martyr ab Angleria, .who faw them after they were 
brought to Spain, and who feems to have examined 
them with great attention, gives a defcription of each* 
which is curious, as it conveys fome idea of the 
progrefs which the Mexicans had made in feveral 
arts of elegance. De Infulis nuper inventis Liber, 
p. 354, &c. 

NOTE LXXVIII. p. 298. 

There is no circumftance in the hiftory of the ■ 
conqueft of America, which is more queftionable than 
the account of the numerous armies brought into the 
field againft the Spaniards. As the wa* with the re- 
public of Tlafcala, though of fliort duration, was one 
of the mod confiderable which the Spaniards waged iri " 
America, the account given of the Tlafcalan armies 
merits fome attention. The only authentic informa- 
tion concerning this is derived from three authors.* 
Cortes, in his fecond difpatch to the emperor, dated * 
at Segura de la Frontera, October 30, 1520, thus 
eflimates the number of their troops) in the firft 
battle 6000 5 in the fecond battle 1 00,000 ; in the 
third battle 150,000. Relat. ap. Ramuf. lir. 228. 
Bernal Diaz del Caftillo, who was an eye-witnefs, 
and engaged in all the aftions of this wat, thus 
reckons their numbers ; in the firft battle 3000, p. 43 $ 
in the fecond battle 6000, ibid, in the' third battle 
50*000, p. 45. Gomara, who was Cortes's chaplain 
after his return to Spain, and publiflied hi*Crcm* 

in 
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in 1552, follows the computation of Cortes, except 
in the fecond battle, where he reckons the Tlafcalans 
at 80,000, p. 49. It was manifeftly the intereft of 
Cortes to magnify his own dangers and exploits. 
For it was only by the merit of extraordinary fervicesi : 
that he could hope to atone for his irregular conduct, - 
in affuming an independent command. Bern. Diaz, • 
though abundantly difpofed to place his own prowefi, ' 
and that of his fellow-conquerors, in the moft advan- 
tageous point of light, had not the fame temptation, 
to exaggerate ; and it is probable, that his account of 
the numbers approaches nearer to the truth. The 
aflembling of an army of 1 50,000 men requires many 
previous arrangements, and fuch provifion for their 
fubfiftence as feems to be beyond the forefight of 
Americans. The degree of cultivation inTlafcala does. 
not feem to have been fo great, as to have furniihed. 
fuch a vaft army with provifions. Though this pro*- 
vince was fo much better cultivated than other regions, 
of New Spain, that it was called the country of bread ^ 
yet the Spaniards in their march fufiered fuch want,. 
that they were obliged to fubfift upon Tunas > a fpecies . 
of fruit which grows wild in the fields. Herrera, 
Dec f ii. lib. vi, c.. 5. p. 182. 

■ * 

NOTE LXXIX. p. 303. 

These unhappy vi&ims are faid to be perfons of dif- *. 
tin&ion. It feems improbable that fo great a number 
as fifty fhould be employed as fpies. So many prifon- 
ers had been taken and difmified, and the Tlafcalans- 
had fent fo many mefiages to the Spanifh quarters^ 
that there appears to be no reafon for hazarding the; 
lives of fo many; conf^dmble people, : m artier to pws£ 
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cure information about the pofition and ftate of their 
camp. The barbarous manner in which Cortes treated 
a people unacquainted with the laws of war eftablifhed 
among polifhed nations, appears fo {hocking to the 
later Spanifh writers, that they diminifh the number 
of thofe whom he puniflied fo cruelly Herrera fays, 
that he cut off the hands of feven, and thumbs of feme 
more. Dec. ii. lib. ii. c. 8. De Solis relates, that 
die hands of fourteen or fifteen were cut off, and the 
thumbs of all the reft. Lib. ii. c. 20. But Cortes 
himfelf, Relat. p. 228, b. and after him Gorftara, 
c. 48, affirm, that the hands of all the fifty were 
cut off. 

NOTE LXXX. p. 306. 

The horfes were obje&s of the greateft aftontfh- 
ment to all the people of New Spain. At firft they 
imagined the horfe and his rider, like the Centaurs of 
the ancients, to be fome monftrous animal of a terrible 
form 5 and fuppofing that their food was the fame as 
that of men, brought flefh and bread to nourifh them. 
Even after they difcovered their miftake, they believed 
the horfes devoured men in battle, and when they 
neighed, thought that they were demanding their 
prey. It was not the intereft of the Spaniards to 
undeceive tfyejn. Herrera, dec. ii. lib. vi. c. XX. 

NOTE LXXXI. p. 313. 

According to Bart, de las Cafas, there was no rea- 
fon for this maffacre, and it was an aft of wanton 
cruelty, perpetrated merely to ftrike terror into the 
people of New Spain. Relac. de la Deftruyc. p. 17, 
&c. But the zeal of Las Cafas often leads him to 

exaggerate. 
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exaggerate. In oppofition to him, Bern. Diaz, c. 83, 
aflferts, that the fitft miffionaries fent into New Spain 
by the emperor, made a judicial inquiry into this 
tranfa&ion; and having examined the priefts and 
elders of Cholula, found that there was a real confpi- 
racy to cut off the Spaniards, and that the account 
given by Cortes was exaftly true. As it was the obje& 
of Cortes at that time, and manifeftly his intereft, . to 
gain the good-will of Montezuma, it is improbable 
that he (hould have taken a ftep which tended fa 
vifibly to alienate him from the Spaniards* if he had 
not believed it to be neceflary for his own preservation* 
At the fame time, the Spaniards who ferved in Ame- 
rica had fuch contempt for the natives, and thought 
them fo little entitled to the common rights of 
men, that Cortes might hold the Cholulans to be 
guilty tfpon flight and imperfedl evidence. The 
feverity of the punifhment was certainly excef&ve and 
atrocious. 

NOTE LXXXIL p. 314. 

This description is taken almoft literally from Bernal 
Diaz del Caftillo, who was fo unacquainted with the 
art of compofition, as to be incapable of embellifhing 
his narrative. He relates in a fimple and rude ftyle 
what paffed in his own mind, and that of his fellow- 
foldiers, on that occafion $ " and let it not be thought 
ftrange," fays he, " that I mould write in this manner of 
what then happened, for it ought to be confidered, 
that it is one thing to relate, another to have beheld ' 

things that were never before feen, or heard, or fpoken 
of among men." Cap. 86\ p. 64, b. .& 
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NOTE LXXXIIL p. 330. 

B. Dias del Caftillo gives us fome idea of the fatigue 
and hardfhips they underwent in performing this, and 
other parts of duty. During the nine months that 
they remained in Mexico, every man, without any 
diftinftion between officers and foldiers, flept on his 
arms in his quilted jacket and gorget. They liy on 
mats, or ftraw fpread on the floor, and each was 
obliged to hold himfelf as alert as if he had been on 
guard. u This," adds he, c< became fo habitual to me, 
that even now in my advanced age, I always fleep in 
my clothes, and never in any bed. When I vifiV 
my Encomienda^ I reckon it fuitable to my rank, to 
have a bed carried along with my other baggage, l>ut 
I never go into it ; but, according to cuftom, I lie in 
my clothes, and walk frequently during the night into 
the open air, to view the ftars as I was w6nt when, 
in fervice." Cap. 108, 

NOTE LXXXIV. p. 334. 

Cortes himfelf, in his fecond difpatch to the em- 
peror, does not explain the motives which induced 
him either to condemn Qualpopoca to the flames, of 
to put Montezuma in irons. Ramuf. Hi. 236. B-Diaz 
is filent with refpeft to his reafons for the former; 
and the only caufe he afligns for the latter was, that 
he might meet with no interruption in executing the 
fentence pronounced againft Qualpopoca, c. xcv. p. 75. 
But as Montezuma was his prifoner, and abfoiutely 
in his power, he had no reafon to dread him, and the 1 
infult offered to that monarch could have no efie£fc but ' 
to irritate him unneceffarily. Gomara fuppofes* that 

Cortes 
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Cortes had no other objeft than to occupy Montezuma 
with his own diftrefs and fufrerings, that he might 
give lefs attention to what befeL Qualpopoca. Croin. 
c. 89. Herrera adopts the fame opinion. Dec. ii. 
lib. viii. c. 9. But it feems an odd expedient, in 
order to make a perfon bear one injury, to load him 
with another that is greater. De Solis imagines, that 
Cortes had nothing elfe in view than to intimidate 
Montezuma, fo that he might make no attempt to 
refcue the vi£Ums from their fate *, but the fpirit of 
that monarch was fo fubmiflive, and he had fo tamely 
given up the prifoners to the difpofal of Cortes, that 
he had no caufe to apprehend any oppofition from him. 
If the explanation which I have attempted to give of 
Cortes' s proceedings on this occafion be not admitted, 
it appears to me, that they mult be reckoned among 
the wanton and barbarous a£ts of oppref&on which 
occur too often in the hiftory of th.e conqueft of 
America. 

NOTE LXXXV. p. 339. 

De Solis afferts, lib. iv. c. 3. that the proportion of 
doing homage to the King of Spain, came from 
Montezuma himfelf, and was made in order to induce 
the Spaniards to depart out of his dominions. He 
defcribes his condudt on this occafion, as if it had 
been founded upon a fcheme of profound policy, and 
executed with fuch refined addrefs, as to deceive 
Cortes himfelf. But there is no hint or circumftance 
in the contemporary hiftorians, Cortes, Diaz, or 
Gomara, to juftify this theory. Montezuma, o«' 
other occafions, discovered no fuch extent of art and* 
abilities. The anguifh which he felt in perfonningt 
V< thia 
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this humbling ceremony is natural, if we fuppofe it to 
have been involuntary. But, according to the theory 
of De Solis, which fuppofes that Montezuma wag 
executing what he himfelf had propofed, to have af- 
fumed an appearance of forrow, would have been pre- 
pofterous and inconfiftent with his own defign of 
deceiving the Spaniards. 

NOTE LXXXVI. p. 342. 

In feveral of the provinces, the Spaniards with all 
their induftry and influence, could colled no gold. 
In others, they procured only a few trinkets of fmall 
value. Montezuma afliired Cortes, that the prefent 
which he offered to the king of Caftile, after doing 
homage, confided of all the treafure amafled by his 
father ; and told him, that he had already diftributed 
the reft of his gold and jewels among the Spaniards. 
fi. Diaz, c. 104. Gomara relates, that all the filver 
colle&ed amounted to 500 marks. Cron. c. 93. This 
agrees with the account given by Cortes, that the 
royal fifth of filver was 100 marks. Relat. 239, B. 
So that the fum total of filver was only 4000 ounces, 
at the rate of eight ounces a mark, which demonftrates 
the proportion of filver to gold to have been exceed- 
ingly fmall. 

NOTE LXXXVII. p. 343. 

De Solis, lib. iv. c. 1. calls in queftion the truth 
of this tranfa&ion, from no better reafon than that it 
was inconfiftent with that prudence which diftinguiflies 
the character of Cortes. But he ought to have recol- 
lected the impetuofity of his zeal at TIafcala, which 
was no lefs imprudent. He aflerts, that the evidence 
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